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PROGRAM NOTES

America Forever was composed on the night of the bombing of the United States navel base at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii
(December 7, 1941) and was heard regularly on the weekly national radio broadcasts of the United States Marine
Band (The President’s Own) throughout World War II. It was originally published by the highly successful Volkwein
Brothers Music publishing company based in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
This rousing march is in traditional march form and brings forth the patriotic fervor that the composer must have felt
on that day that would later be described as “a date that will live in infamy” by President Franklin D. Roosevelt.
This “Concert Band Series” version is written in the Key of F and is less demanding than the original version of the
march.
Length: 3:10
Grade 3 (Medium)

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

James V. Colonna arrived in the United States at age 16 when his family immigrated from Italy in 1910. He studied
music from a young age and spent much of his life as a music teacher, educator and conductor. The entire Colonna
family is well-known and highly regarded throughout Pennsylvania and the Northeastern United States as skilled and
devoted music educators.

ABOUT THE ARRANGER

James (Jim) C. Colonna (Grandson of James V. Colonna) is Director of Instrumental Music at York College in York,
Pennsylvania. He earned his Doctorate of Music Arts degree from Michigan State University where he studied with
John Whitwell, John T. Madden and Kevin Sedatole. He also studied conducting with Eugene Corporon at University
of North Texas. As a composer, Jim has had a number of works published and recorded by some of our nation's
finest ensembles. His concert band work Dancing Day was recently added to the Texas UIL Prescribed Music List.
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product themselves for their own use, or as printed product , where pre-printed “hard-goods” are physically shipped
to the consumer. Publisher recommended prices have been established for both delivery options.

Music stores/dealers are able to purchase Print Music Source pre-printed “hard-goods”. Music stores/dealers also
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