As you may or may not be aware, according to the liturgical church
calendar, the first Sunday of Advent (which is December 1 this year) is the
beginning of the Christian Year. So while chances are that you are
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tradition to reflect its distinctive Christian meaning. It proclaims the
revelation of God’s love as expressed in Christ’s birth in a humble stable,
His sacrificial death on the cross, and His victorious resurrection! It pints
to the hope of Christ’s coming again as the King of kings and Lord of lords.
The season of Advent comes to a close with the celebration of the birth of

Christ … Christmas … a word originated from the compound of “Christ’s
Mass”. This season, also known as Christmastide, begins on December
25th, although most scholars agree that this was not the actual date of
Jesus’ birth. Christmastide is celebrated for twelve days until the
celebration of Epiphany on January 6th. The word ‘Epiphany’ means “to
manifest” or “to show” and is the observance of the “showing forth” or
revelation of God in human form. This holy day commemorates the
visitation of the magi when Jesus was between one and two years old.
Epiphany is also the day we remember and celebrate the baptism of Jesus
as he entered his earthly ministry.
As we begin to observe these holy-days, don’t get caught up in the
commercialization of the season. Instead, let us do our best to focus on
the ‘reason for the season’, starting with Advent.
Advent makes innkeepers out of all of us, asking each of us to make room

for the arrival of Christ the King. As the familiar carol says, “Let every
heart prepare him room!”
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From the Pastor ...
On that still quiet night long ago, something happened… something amazing… something
supernatural. The shepherds heard the good news that caused them great joy; the
Messiah was born. They rushed to Bethlehem to see the Savior. I am sure their feet were
swift with excitement and anticipation, they were going to see this wonder born.
I wonder what they expected to see. Did they think angels would be surrounding the
manger, a bright halo hovering above his head, or to rub elbows in the barn with the elite
from society that come to kneel down. Jesus was the incarnation of God in human flesh.
The one the people had been waiting for so long to bring them out of the darkness. God
had finally come to dwell with his people. Hear the great things Isaiah said about the
Messiah in 9:6, “For a child is born to us, a son is given to us. And the government will rest
on His shoulders. These will be His royal titles: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”
When the shepherds came into the barn where Jesus was born, do you think they were disappointed? What they found was
just a baby, wrapped in bands of cloth, lying in an animal trough. Ten fingers, ten toes, one nose; this Messiah looked like any
other baby. Do you think the shepherds stepped out of the house and looked at the street name and house number to see if
they got the right place? The Messiah looked like any other baby born except for the cruder than normal surroundings.
Maybe you feel like the shepherd may have felt. Doubt, disbelief, and uncertainty that Jesus was actually the Messiah born to
save. Maybe you feel that Jesus’ birth was so simple that there is no way he could be God with us, Emmanuel. You are not
alone, many feel this way.
Once the shepherds saw the baby Jesus we read in Luke 2, “The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the
things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.” You see the simple and humble baby didn’t hinder
their belief. With all they had seen and heard they believed that great days were at hand because the Messiah had finally
been born. I want to encourage you this Christmas to take it all in. All the sights, sounds, and emotions of Christmas. You like
the shepherd can and will be convinced that Jesus was no ordinary baby; he was and is the Messiah.

Pastor Les

May you and your loved ones
be surrounded by God’s love and peace
this Christmas season
and throughout the new year.
The Towsey Family
Pastor Les, Ariela, Anson, and Carla
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What If Jesus Was Born Today?
It’s easy to distance ourselves from the birth of Jesus. After all, it happened more than 2,000 years ago, and it happened in a
place and culture quite different from where we live. But if Jesus were born today, we would find that the hopes, fears, and
doubts we would experience would be very similar to those experienced on that first Christmas.
As you prepare to enter the sanctuary during the Advent Season, be sure to stop by our “Troubles Tree” and write whatever
things are weighing upon you on an ornament and leave it on the tree. Leave your troubles behind as you prepare your heart
for worship.
Sunday, December 1 :: Elizabeth and Zechariah :: Impossible :: Luke 1:34-37 / Luke 1:8-25
There is nothing impossible for God. We all believe this and we look for God to do the impossible. However, when the
impossible is not done by God we doubt his power and grace. Could it be what failed was not God but our expectations of
Him? Using illustrations from the Christmas story we will seek to understand what it truly means for all things to be
possible through God.
Sunday, December 8 :: Mary :: “Unbelievable” :: John 1:43-51 / Luke 1:26-38
Joseph is asked to believe the unbelievable. He gave up his standing in society and what was due
him to accept the unbelievable. Then he lived with it. We too are called to believe the
unbelievable. Will you, and how will it affect your life?
Sunday, December 15 :: Joseph :: “Unthinkable” :: 1 Cor 1:18-31 / Matthew 1:18
-25
The Christmas story seems like foolishness. Angelic visitations, the virgin birth,
Joseph’s dream, and similar stories all seem foolish. These are the things of a
children’s bedtime story and not those of a practical world. The Apostle Paul calls
the gospel message “foolish”, so does this make us fools? To the world Christians do
look foolish, but for those who believe it is the foolishness that strengthens our
faith.
Sunday, December 22 :: Religious Leaders :: “Impractical”
Jeremiah 23:5-6, Isaiah 7:14 / Isaiah 11:1-10
Doubt is sneaky. It creeps into our lives in expected and unexpected times. We doubt
our relationship, coworkers, our government, and even God. What do we do when he
whispers in our ears? Doubt is not a bad thing, yet it can lead to a broken faith. We will
seek to find ways to better wrestle with the doubt in our lives.
Christmas Eve :: Tuesday, December 24 :: Jesus :: “The First Christmas”
The first Christmas was not like our Christmases today. There were no decorated trees, gifts, or
fruitcake; instead the first Christmas was humble and hidden. Yet, there was one event that was
spectacular, one that every Christmas to follow could not compare. The event was the first Christmas
sermon preached by an angel and the response of the heavenly host. May we find a portion of this hope and joy
as we celebrate Jesus’ birth.
Sunday, December 29 :: Jesus Birth :: “Inconceivable” :: John 20:24-29 / Luke 2:1-7
Once you could say that “seeing was believing”. However, today we don’t necessarily believe the things we see. There can be
a picture or video of an event which people interpret in different ways. If we had Jesus’ baby picture; Jesus would look like a
normal baby and not the Son of God. Whether we see something with our physical eyes or the eyes of our heart, it takes faith
to believe. Please note there is only ONE service on this day at 9:30 am.
Epiphany :: Sunday, January 5 :: Wisemen :: “Unfeasible” :: Matthew 4:19 / Matthew 2:1-12
Life’s greatest decision is whether or not to follow Jesus. It is a decision that sets the course for your life on earth. The wise
men decided to follow the star and they found Jesus. Will you follow the light of Christ in the new year and beyond? We will
share in the sacrament of holy communion on this first Sunday of the new year. There is ONE service at 9:30 am.
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Winter Sermons at Charlton Church
Sunday, January 12 :: Self-Control :: 2 Peter 1:3-11 / 1 Corinthians 9:24-27
If life is a lock, self-control is the key. Self-control helps us to look past the immediate and temporary to the future and
eternal things that truly matter. It is also a fruit of the Spirit that can be grown and developed. We will look at ways to gain
greater self-control in our lives.
Sunday, January 19 :: Familiarity Breeds Contempt :: Mark 5:1-20 & Mark 6:53-56 / Mark 6:1-6
You have heard the phrase “familiarity breeds contempt”. In Jesus’ hometown the people knew Jesus so well they reject him
as being the Son of God. However, in the Gentile town of Gennesaret they greatly accepted him. We today can become so
familiar with Jesus that we lose reverence for him. We will look for ways to regain the fear of the Lord.
Sunday, January 26 :: Stewardship :: It Is ALL God’s Anyway :: Psalm 24:1-2 / Matthew 25:14-30
Everything we have is God’s. Nothing belongs to us. Caring for what God has entrusted to us is called
stewardship. So when we give, we are giving back what is truly his. When a person trusts the
biblical concept of stewardship it should change the way we understand everything.
Sunday, February 2 :: To Get or To Give? :: John 4:1-24 / 1 Chronicles 16:23-31
When you come for worship do you come for you or for God? Many people come to
church because they want to be ‘fed’ by God. They come to worship to get something
out of it. However, we should never come to be fed or get something out of worship.
We must come to worship for God and to put our all into praising God. With God
placed first in our worship then we will truly be fed and get something from God.

Sunday, February 9 :: The BIBLE, Is That the Book For Me?
Deuteronomy 11:18-22 / 2 Timothy 3:10-17
For many the Bible is just a dusty old book on a shelf, yet for others the Bible is the
authoritative word of God. There are many different issues surrounding peoples’
understanding of the Bible. We will examine the most important ones, and consider what it
means for the Bible to be the foundation of our lives.
Sunday, February 16 :: One Bible, Many Interpretations :: Mark 13:28-31 / Hebrews 4:12-13
There are good ways and bad ways to interpret the Bible, and we will examine both. A good reading
of the Bible always considers the literary and historical context of the text. We as Methodists also look to
the Quadrilateral for guidance in understanding the Bible. This Sunday we will focus on reading the Bible in the
best way possible.
Sunday, February 23 :: Same Bible, Different Verdicts :: 1 Corinthians 11:6 / Psalm 119:105-112 :: Holy Communion
Two people can read the same Bible passage and get different verdicts of what it says. How is this possible? There have been
great church splits and families torn apart over different readings of the Bible. How do you respond to people who read the
Bible differently than you? We will seek to answer these questions; bring your brain and heart to church.
Wednesday, February 26 :: Ash Wednesday Service :: Beauty for Ashes :: Isaiah 61:3 / Genesis 3:8-19
God promises to give us beauty for ashes. This can only happen if we first give him our ash. He takes the ash of our lives and
gives us something beautiful. We will look for ways to give God our ashes this Lenten season.
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Winter Small Groups
ADVENT MEAL AND DEVOTIONS
December 4, 11 and 18 @ 12 and 6 pm
December is a busy time for many people, and far too often we get caught up in the hustle and
bustle of the season and don’t take time to slow down and reflect on the true meaning of the
season. So, just like we host Lenten lunches and dinners, we will do so this Advent season. We
encourage you to join us for lunch or dinner on Wednesdays during Advent. We will share
fellowship and a light meal with each other and then share in a time of reflection and devotions.
Please sign up on your Sunday morning Connection Card or contact the church office. You can also
sign up to help with the meals.

LATTE & LAUGHTER

MOM’S GROUP

Wednesdays @ 10 am
Feb 5, 19; Mar 4, 18; Apr 1, 15

Monday, January 7 @ 6 pm

Moms of infants through teens are invited to join
Charlton Mom’s Night. This is open to the moms of
Charlton, but feel free to bring a friend that could use
a monthly girls’ night out.

Please join the Latte and Laughter Women of Charlton
for a 6-week Bible study entitled "She Did What She
Could." In Mark 14, Jesus said these words about
Mary after she anointed him with oil. "She did what
she could." Not everything, not more than most, just
simply what she could. And Jesus loved her for it.
What if we lived our faith that way? What if we
responded to the need before us - in the moment with an everyday action? In the front yard, at the
market, on an airplane. Elisa Morgan guides you to
ways to begin serving right where you are. An easyread book and study guide will be available for a cost
of $6; please order no later than January 15th.

We will be reading the book God Loves Moms by
Christina Hergender. It’s a great way to socialize and
get to know the other moms of Charlton Church.
Please sign up on the Connection Card. We look
forward to you joining us.
If you have questions, please contact Elaine Hicks 717368-4945 or Carrie Hannon 717-503-7204.

HOT TOPIX DINNER DISCUSSION
Second Thursday of the Month @ 6pm
Chuck Kaufmann and other Charlton family members invite you to join them for a monthly gathering at a local
restaurant where we discuss what “hot topics” are in the news and share our perspectives with one another and
how these issues affect our lives. The location will be announced to those who sign up on their Sunday morning
Connection Card.
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Chuck’s

Now Collecting

CABARET

The following items are currently
being collected to be shared with
those in need. They may be
dropped off at the Collection
Center in the church lobby.

The men of choir will join Chuck
as they revive the music of
the 1960’s Rat Pack

Saturday, February 8
5:00 PM

Warm Socks for all ages
Coats (especially men’s)
Blankets in good condition
Hats, Scarves, Gloves/Mittens

Al and Barb Goss
invite you to a
Christmas
Open House

Sunday, December 22
2 to 6 pm
8060 Kiwanis Road, Harrisburg
717-469-1448

MEET’N’EAT

$10 per person
Sign up on your Connection Card

P
B I
I &E
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Everyone is invited to join us for our monthly
lunch fellowship at a local restaurant on the
fourth Thursday of each month. If you would like
to attend, but need a ride, please call the church
office.

SENIORS FELLOWSHIP GROUP
FOR THOSE 55 AND OLDER
Noon Luncheon
Third Tuesday of Every Month

Church Fellowship

Sunday, February 16 @ 5pm

Thursday, January 23
Hershey Road Restaurant, 257 North Hershey Rd

Join your church family for a
covered dish dinner followed by
Sunday School Family Feud!

Thursday, February 27
Giotti’s Italian Restaurant, 2308 Patton Road
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How is it with your soul?
When I first started the Ministry of Spiritual Direction program, I kept
coming across the phrase “holding space for someone”. This was not
something I was familiar with. So, what does it mean to “hold space”
for another person?
At its core, it simply means being there for someone. But it’s truly not
that simple. and can be quite profound. When you hold space for
someone, you are giving the gift of your presence to them. You give
them the compassionate space they need to deal with whatever is going on in their life. This is not a skill that
many people develop. Far too often, when we are “being there” for someone, we try to impose our own
opinions and judgements. We try to offer advice or perhaps even try to “fix” a problem for them.
The hardest part of holding space for someone is remembering that it’s NOT about you! It’s about being there for
them, offering unconditional support, walking alongside them and sharing their journey wherever it might lead.
Some people find it awkward to hold space for another person. An example of this is when you ran into an
acquaintance in a store and they revealed that a beloved family member was in the last stages of life. You stood
there and saw the tears forming in their eyes. Your heart could sense their immense pain. It might have felt
awkward because there was nothing you could do to alleviate their grief. You allowed them to express their
emotions without making any judgements or trying to fix their problem. You simply were there for them in that
moment. And in that moment, you were holding space for them.
It’s important to remember that there are many people who struggle during the holiday season. The loss of a
loved one, financial difficulties, health concerns, and loneliness are just some of the circumstances that make the
holidays difficult to navigate. The best gift you can offer these persons to be there with them and hold space for
them. To put aside your own needs and opinions aside, so that you can offer a caring and compassionate
presence. And it is from your presence that they can draw strength and peace during their difficult days.

Season’s Greetings

Be sure to remember the following persons when you are sending out your Christmas cards.
Janet Cunningham
3525 Candy St. Apt. 105
Harrisburg, PA 17109

Frey Village Rm 133W
1020 North Union Street
Middletown, PA 17057

Sheron Plempel
1205 S. 28th Street, Room M101
Harrisburg, PA 17111

Newt Davis
430 Harvest Drive
Harrisburg, PA 17111

Kathryn Martin
999 W. Harrisburg Pike
Middletown, PA 17057

Fay Dunkle
1901 North 5th Street #112
Harrisburg, PA 17102

Mary Miller
1579 English Drive
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055

Sig Sunday
Country Meadows Building 4 #225
4905 E Trindle Road
Mechanicsburg, PA 17050

Tamra Foltz
5608 Devon Drive
Harrisburg, PA 17112
Catherine King

Zoe Mumford
Crossings at West Shore
1910 Technology Parkway
Mechanicsburg, PA 17050
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Clair Witchey
Greenfield Senior Living Rm 253
150 Kempton Avenue
Harrisburg, PA 17111

Surviving and Thriving the Holiday Season
Many people seem to thrive and find joy in the midst of the hustle
and bustle of the holiday season. They’re not the least bit upset
when they start hearing the Christmas music in stores and are
thrilled when the Hallmark Channel starts showing Christmas movie
marathons.
But there are many people who do not have the same experience,
especially for those who continue to mourn the loss of a loved one.
We’ve turned to two well-respected and long-loved members of
Charlton Church and asked them how they manage to find peace in
their life after losing their spouse.
Mary and Marlyn Hoover met in 1948 as part of youth group, and
from that moment on Charlton Church was an important part of
their life and family. After 56 years of serving in the choir, as a
Sunday School teacher and church officer, Marlyn passed away 11
years ago. After his passing, Mary most often missed her beloved
husband when she attended church events without him. Mary
shares that the many years that they had invested themselves in
the church is what kept her grounded during that first year when
they were separated. Mary feels ‘more than blessed’ as the family
she began with Marlyn continues to grow … now with 16 great
grandchildren who keep her counting her blessings.
If the church ever had a “Mr. and Mrs. Charlton” competition, Jean
and Chuck Huff would definitely be one of the top contenders. They
were the life force behind the Faith and Fellowship Class and were a
constant source of encouragement for people of all ages at
Charlton. Though Chuck’s passing in 2018 has left a hole in her
heart, and often feels the loneliness in adjusting to life without her
husband, Jean relies on two things to help her navigate difficult
days: scripture and prayer. Jean reminds us that Jesus promises
that he will “never leave us or forsake us”. (Deuteronomy 31:6) And
anyone who knows Jean knows that she is a prayer warrior at
heart. Jean finds that prayer always lifts her spirits, even when it
brings her to tears. Jean recommends reading Psalm 25 and
Jeremiah 29:11.
If you are one of those persons who struggles during the holiday
season, regardless of the reason, we invite you to join us for
worship on Sunday, December 15. As part of our morning worship
services, we will share in a time of prayer and reflection on the
negative emotions that many people experience during the holiday
season.
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On Saturday, October 19th, the Latte and Laughter group went to Trucksville, PA
to see Liz Curtis Higgs, author, speaker, and encourager.
The following ladies were blessed to hear her perspective on the lives of Mary
and Martha: Amanda Eshenour, Darlene Furlong (and friends Kelly and Kitty),
Carrie Hannon, Leanie Hunt (and friend Wanda), Diane Myers, Cassie Pribanich,
Carolyn Wise, and Debbie Livingston. A great time was had by all.

So, why is the Golden Rule called

Ask the

“Golden”?
I’ve been wondering when someone would ask this! I

PASTOR

was surprised that no one could answer this question
when I asked it during worship several few weeks ago.
Some of you looked it up and still couldn’t figure it out.

So here is the answer: the golden rule is “golden” because the rule is as good as gold! It is valuable, beautiful,
and desirable.
It is interesting to note that some form of the Golden Rule appears in almost every faith tradition, and even
in the writings of atheists and agnostics! Sometimes it appears in a positive form, such as “do unto others as
you would have them do unto you”, while other times it appears in the negative, such as “don’t do unto
others as you don’t want them to do to you”.
If you have a question for Pastor Les, please email it to newsletter@charltonchurch.org or turn it into the

church office.
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CHARLTON HAS A ♥ FOR MISSIONS

Be a part of Charlton’s Community Outreach
GIVING GRACE

HELPING HANDS

Join us on the first Wednesday of
each month from 4:45 to 6 pm,
as we assist individuals and
families from our community
who are experiencing financial
difficulties.
Through
the
generosity of our church family,
we are able to provide basic
household items that are not
available from local food banks.

Join us on the first Wednesday of
each month as we provide a free
meal to about 75-100 people
from our community and church
family. A variety of jobs are
available throughout the day,
from preparation around 2pm, to
serving the meal at 5pm. We also
provide a meal for the homeless
of Harrisburg on the third Friday
of the month.

Thank you to everyone who filled out a shoebox to touch a child’s life.
We delivered 103 shoeboxes to Operation Christmas Child this year.

FALL MISSION OFFERINGS
Bethesda
Mis sion

Ecumenical
Fo od Pantry

Giving Grace &
Helping Hands

Helping the homeless
in Harrisburg
for more than
100 years!

Feeding and supporting
individuals and families
in South Central PA
with your support.

Charlton Church’s
monthly self-supported
community outreach.

♥
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The ladies of God's Hands @ Work would like to thank you
all for your donations of yarn and completed hats, scarves,
mittens and gloves. Many of these items have been
donated to a variety of charities. We also now provide
hats, scarves and mittens at our tower entrance on
Mountain Road for any passers-by who are cold/
Here’s what was made and donated in 2019:
99 baby blankets, sweaters and booties
586 hats, earwarmers, headbands
196 scarves
34 mittens and gloves
154 dishcloths and hot pads
44 prayer shawls
11 full sizes afghans
1 belt
45 lap blankets
23 fidget squares
90 pairs or socks

Thank you for your very kind donation of $300! You have made a difference in a child's life. Thank You!
Pam Jones, Co-Director, Nutripacks Program, Central Dauphin School District
On behalf of the Ecumenical Food Pantry and those who benefit by your generosity, I would like to thank you for your generous
contribution of $925 we received in August. Each year we continue to advance our mission by providing food to help members of
our community. Through our Pantry we have been able to provide the sustenance needed by so many.
Jacqueline Young, Corresponding Secretary.
Thank you so much for the hats and scarves! I was able to give one set out yesterday to a little girl and she said it was the best day
of her life and kept telling everyone her new hat was so pretty. She wore it during all of recess even though it was 60 degrees out!
Lauren Simcox, School Counselor, Linglestown Elementary & Chamber Hill Elementary

On behalf of the board and staff of the Neighborhood Center of the UMC, we want to thank you for providing hats and scarves for
the children in our program. Your gift comes at a critical time as we continue to provide a safe place for our children year-round.
Sincerely, Kyla Harvey, MSW Executive Director

♥

♥

It is with deepest appreciation and humility that we express our gratitude to you for the exceedingly generous and vital gift of
$929.65, to allow people here and around the world to receive Someone To Tell It To's care and support through the gift of listening and presence. Thank you for being on this journey with us. We are so grateful to know that we are not in this work alone. We
are humbled by your affirmation and support of this ministry!
Michael Gingerich and Thomas Kaden, co-founders

CHARLTON HAS A ♥ FOR MISSIONS

Thank you for sharing your cooking talents with Homeland Hospice once again! Our freezer was low and your 23 casseroles
helped to fill it! The meals won't be at our office for very long as they will be delivered to patients and their families to enjoy over
the next few weeks. Thank you for blessing our patients and their loved ones with your kindness and generosity.
Fondly, Laurie

♥ FOR MISSIONS

MISSION THANK YOUS

I wish to thank to all the people from the Church who gave prizes for the Golf Mission Classic. Special thanks to the volunteers
Sharon Snyder, Gloria Chmiola, Bob Gallagher, Marlin Kauffman, Paul Swangren, Jere Coxon.
George Zimmerman, Chairman
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TRANSPORT FOR CHRIST GLOBAL

Everyone is invited to join us on Sunday, December 8 during the Growth Hour as we pack outreach
bags that will be distributed to truckers traveling thru the area. We are in need of homemade
cookies for this effort. You can drop them off in the kitchen at any time.
Chaplain Joe Matthews is also looking for people who have a heart for trucker’s ministry. Joe is
chaplain at the Frystown truck stop. He is looking for people from the community to form a ‘chapter’
which is a group of people that meet together to pray, discuss trucker’s ministry, and find ways to
raise funds for the ministry. If you are interested in participating in this newly forming group, please
contact the church office. The other Methodist churches in our area are looking for people to serve in
this chapter. Joe’s goal is to build up the ministries at Frystown so that they can then reestablish a
trucker’s ministry location at the Harrisburg truck stop at the route 39 exit off 81.

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ … this year you supported me on two missionary trips, Red Bird Mission in
Kentucky and Four Corners Native American ministry in Shiprock, New Mexico. Both trips were similar to each
other and very different from any missionary trips I've done in the past. The majority of my time was spent on
navigating, organizing, consolidating, and staying on ministry grounds.
At Red Bird Kentucky, I was so excited to be working in the old hospital which is now the Red Bird Mission building.
This mission building is amazing with fresh water kiosk, food pantry,
preschool, Grow Appalachia gardening, family ministries, elderly ministries
and community aid. Our team worked on changing out fluorescent light
fixtures to LED light fixtures. We also worked in the food pantry and I worked
two and a half days reorganizing the Christmas assistance room. I am thankful
to be able to see Christ at work our team will be returning to Red Bird Mission
in June of 2020.

♥

♥

Together in Christ, Sommer Garber

CHARLTON HAS A ♥ FOR MISSIONS

Thank you for your prayers and
support. My heart is filled with
gratitude, joy, and the Holy Spirit. It
was a life-changing, meaningful, and
joy-filled experience.

♥ FOR MISSIONS

Our team drifted into the town of Shiprock, New Mexico in a rental car with 3
gallons of gas left and 4 miles to go. We made it to the gas station on a
prayer. Although there were many jobs for all 17 of us, my team worked
downsizing, reorganizing and consolidating the thrift shop. We helped Pastor
Shirley with her vision of turning the thrift shop building into a meeting place
for suicide prevention, AA meetings and women’s circle. As I put my good
organizational skills to use, I was reminded of 1 Corinthians 14:40 “Let all
things be done decently and in order.”
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CHARLTON HAS A ♥ FOR MISSIONS

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1
9:40 am — CHARLTON FAMILY ADVENT BREAKFAST
Join your Charlton family for breakfast during the Growth Hour on this first Sunday in
Advent. Bring a friend or neighbor. Please sign up on your Sunday morning Connection Card
or contact the church office.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7
10:00 am — ANNUAL COOKIE EXCHANGE
Join us and bring a batch or two of your favorite Christmas cookies to share and
exchange so that you can go home with a larger variety of cookies. Some of the
cookies will also be given to our homebound members.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8
9:40 am — TRUCKER OUTREACH
Join us in the gym during the Growth Hour as we fill Christmas bags to be
distributed to truckers during the holiday season. We are in need of Christmas
cookies for this project.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14
10 am and 1 pm — LIVING NATIVITY
Come to the Christkindlemarket in Linglestown and see some
of your Charlton family in the Living Nativity.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15
CHARLTON CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
Join us for our annual program presented by our Sanctuary
Choir. The program will be presented TWICE on the
same day, with a dinner in between. Sign up on your
Connection Card or by calling the church office,
3:00 pm — SANCTUARY CHOIR CONCERT
4:15 to 5:45 pm — HAM DINNER
($10 per person, payable at the door; come at your convenience)

6:00 pm — SANCTUARY CHOIR CONCERT
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20
11:00 am — CHARLTON PRESCHOOL CONCERT
Come and enjoy a presentation by the children of Charlton Preschool.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21
11:00 am — FLASH MOB
Details about this event will be announced in church since it will be a surprise!

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22
9:30 am — ONE MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE
Join us on the last Sunday of Advent for one morning service. In addition to the
morning message, the children will be presenting their Christmas program.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24
In order to accommodate busy schedules, all three of our Christmas Eve
services will basically be the same, featuring the reading of the Nativity
story, the singing of carols, special music, and the pastor’s message.

The 4:00 pm service will have an extended children’s message, with
the opportunity for all children to help tell the Nativity story.
The 7:00 pm service will include a special guest.
The 9:00 pm service will include the sacrament of holy
communion.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29
9:30 am — ONE MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE
The Charlton family will worship together today.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31
5:00 pm — NY’s EVE COVERED DISH DINNER
Join us for a covered dish dinner as we celebrate the
last evening of 2019 together. Feel free to leave after
you eat if you have plans … or stay for a bit and play
some table games with your Charlton friends.
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United Methodist Advent & Christmas Music Quiz
1. What is the title of Charles Wesley’s first collection of
Advent and Christmas hymns?
 Songs to Sing at Christmas
Hymns for the Nativity of our Lord
Sacred Music for the Stable
 Singing with St. Nicholas

6. One of the “O Antiphons” sung in the ninth century,
this Advent hymn is still popular today.
 “O Holy Night”
 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
 “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”
 “O Word of God Incarnate”

2. The final scene in “A Charlie Brown Christmas” shows
the Peanuts gang singing which Charles Wesley hymn?
 “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”
 “Christ the Lord is Risen Today”
 “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
 “I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa Claus”

7. Though not in today’s United Methodist Hymnal, John
Wesley considered this to be the best hymn in Charles’
Christmas collection.
 “Joy to the World”
 “White Christmas”
 “All Glory to God in the Sky”
 “Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas”

3. There are 49 hymns in the United Methodist Hymnal
written by Charles Wesley, but only two are about Advent/Christmas.
 True
 False

8. What is the first line of the third verse of “Hark! The
Herald Angels Sing”?
 “How can he save us, how can he help us”
 “No more let sins and sorrows grow”
 “Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!”
 “Frosty the Snowman knew the sun was hot that day”

4. Charles Wesley’s Advent hymn “Come, Thou LongExpected Jesus” is about…
 Looking for the presence of Christ in our lives
 Singing a prayer of freedom from our sins
 Sharing God’s love with everyone
 All of the above

9. This beautiful hymn is said to have been sung by English and German soldiers together in the Christmas truce
of 1914.
“Silent Night”
 “Let There Be Peace on Earth”
 “Santa Claus is Coming to Town”
 “In the Bleak Midwinter”

5. Charles’ original first line for “Hark! The Herald Angels
Sing” was “Hark, how all the welkin rings.” What is a
welkin?
 The noise sheep make
 English Christmas pudding
 One of Santa’s helpers
 The sky

10. John Wesley’s “Directions for Singing” included
which of these instructions?
 “Sing lustily and with a good courage”
 “Sing modestly”
 “Above all, sing spiritually”

ANSWERS
1. The correct answer is Hymns for the Nativity of our Lord, which was published in London in 1745.
2. The correct answer is “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing,” first published under the title “Hymn for Christmas Day.”
3. The correct answer is true, “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” and “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
4. The correct answer is all of the above.
5. The correct answer is the sky, where the angels were singing to herald the birth of our Savior.
6. The correct answer is “O Come, O Come, Emanuel.”
7. The correct answer is “All Glory to God in the Sky,” which John loved because it encourages us to surrender control of our lives and allow the love of Christ to rule in our hearts.
8. The correct answer is “Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!”
9. The correct answer is “Silent Night”.
10. The correct answer is all of the above.
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2020 CHARLTON CHURCH LEADERSHIP
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL
Chairperson …………………………………………... Martha Brown
Vice Chair …………………………………………. Debbie Livingston
Secretary ……………………………………………... Marilyn Weaver
Ministry Council Chair …………………………….. Scott Pribanich
Finance Chair …………………………………………. Lowman Henry
Trustee Chair ……………... to be elected by trustees in 2020
Staff Parish Chair ………………………………………. Caroline Allen

Lay Leader …………………..……………………. Debbie Livingston
Lay Delegate ……………………………………..…………Bette Baker
Lay Alternate …………………………………….……………. Al Goss
Membership/Communication ………………... Marianne Eagle
At Large Member ………………….…….. Tom Schreiber (2020)
At Large Member …………………..………... Bette Baker (2021)
At Large Member …………………...……... Kathy Hoover (2022)

MINISTRY COUNCIL
Chairperson ……………………………………………. Scott Pribanich
Pastor ………………………………………………………….. Les Towsey
Director of Worship Arts …………………….. Chuck Kaufmann
Women’s Ministry …………………………….. Debbie Livingston
Communications …………………………………….. Marianne Eagle
Class of 2020
Sommer Garber
Joan Bolton

Altar Guild ……………………………………………. Marjorie Martin
Children’s Ministry …………………………………….. Trish Wagner
Youth Ministry …………………………………………….... Les Towsey
Senior Ministry ………………………………...……….. Ailene Keath
Preschool …………………………………………………. Trish Wagner

Class of 2021
Leanie Hunt
Sue Town

Class of 2022
Mark Holmgren
Sarah Tingley

STAFF PARISH RELATIONS
Caroline Allen – Chairperson
Debbie Livingston – Lay Leader
Class of 2020
Meg Mader
Denise Seiders
Don Hacker

Bette Baker – Lay Member to Annual Conference
Pastor Les Towsey – Administrative Officer
Class of 2021
Carol Henry
Caroline Allen
Sherry Baker

Class of 2022
Eric Miller
Ben Wagner
Leslie Whitman

TRUSTEES
Chairperson — elected in 2019
Class 2020
Pat Reiley
Bob Rhodes
Sue Veli

Pastor Les Towsey – Administrative Officer
Class of 2021
Marlin Kauffman
Mark Malone
Jay Miller

Class of 2022
Tom Furlong
George McMillen
Marcy Miller

FINANCE
Lowman Henry – Chairperson

Steve Lehnert – Audit Chair
Pastor Les Towsey – Administrative Officer
Debbie Livingston – Lay Leader
Trustee Representative – TBA

Alice Enterline – Financial Secretary
Marianne Eagle – Assistant Finance Secretary
Class of 2020
Alice Enterline
Lowman Henry

Class of 2021
Mike Barr
Jim Brown

Class of 2022
Paula Judd
Darbbie Miller

LAY EMPOWERMENT
Pastor Les Towsey – Chairperson
Class of 2020
Carol Brown
Carol Schleig
Denise Seiders

Debbie Livingston – Lay Leader
Class of 2021
Joan Bolton
Sandy Bovard
Nancy Wolf
17

Class of 2022
Amanda Eshenour
Barb Goss
Kay Lengle

FINDING OUR WAY FORWARD

For almost two years now we have been using this feature to highlight what has been happening in our
denomination. Many of you may think that the recent action at the special session of General Conference
earlier this year finally settled the debate that has been occurring within The United Methodist Church for

nearly 50 years. Unfortunately, it’s pretty safe to say that is a wrong assumption.
Even though the General Conference voted for the “Traditional Plan” that would keep the existing paragraphs
in the Book of Discipline that bar the ordination and marriage of gay persons, there is still a lot of unrest within
our churches. It is not surprising that those on the progressive side of this issue still plan to push for changes to
be made at our next General Conference, which is scheduled for the spring of 2020 … just a few months away.
What IS surprising is what is happening on the conservative side of our denomination. If you were to say that
there was a ‘winning side’ and a ‘losing side’ to the GC decision, it would be safe to say that the conservative
movement within the church were the winners. However, the leaders of the conservative movements are still
working towards a new expression of their Wesleyan faith, and are showing a desire to dissolve The United
Methodist Church as we know it.
The following pages are two documents to help you better understand some of the legislation that will be
considered at the 2020 General Conference. The first is an article by Uniting Methodists, and the second is a
plan comparison prepared by the United Methodist New Service.
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On Nov 8, 2019 a group called Uniting Methodists published an article on some future possibilities of the
UMC. It is a broad yet concise overview that points to an uncertain future. The article is titled, Making
Faithful Choices: Uniting Methodists Look at Possibilities, Consequences.
Following is a list detailing some of the outcomes we currently see as Possible Futures for United
Methodism:











As a result of actions at the 2020 General Conference, The UMC is reformed into two, three, or four
expressions that each develop independent governance systems, disciplines, structures, etc. (The
Next Generation UMC Plan, the Indianapolis Plan, and the UMFORWARD’s N.E.W. Plan all provide
for establishing two or more new entities.)
The UMC is reformed into two, three, or four expressions that all exist under one canopy (similar to
a cooperative, non-binding World Methodist Council-type federation), each with their own
governance systems, disciplines, structures, etc., and sharing some common general agency relationships to enhance joint
mission and services. (Some provisions for shared services are found in both the Next Generation UMC Plan and the
Indianapolis Plan.)
The provisions of what came to the 2019 Special Session as the Traditional Plan are largely affirmed and enhanced at the 2020
General Conference, and a period of organizational change affecting the general agencies and other aspects of programming
and administration begins.
The UMC is essentially held intact as it is, along with a moratorium on trials and imposing mandatory penalties for clergy
officiating at gay and lesbian weddings or clergy who are married to a same-gender partner. In addition, constitutional
amendments are affirmed to establish the U.S. as a regional conference (similar to a central conference) and to provide for
each region to act semi-independently on matters concerning ordination, same-gender marriage, and other matters. Further,
the General Conference approves a process and financial terms for the gracious exit of congregations and clergy who wish to
align with alternative expressions of Methodism. (Many of these provisions are imbedded in elements of The Next Generation
UMC Plan.)
The fate of The UMC is unclear because an unplanned combination of uncoordinated legislation is adopted at the 2020
General Conference, some of which appears to be contradictory, potentially unconstitutional, and approved by thin vote
margins. Many find themselves dispirited and confused about UMC futures as the general church is in a state of gridlock
without consensus about critical issues, policies, and practices.

The next list offers a number of the Potential Consequences from the 2020 General Conference depending on what plans and
legislative petitions prevail.
1.

2.

3.

4.

We’ll enter a period of uncertainty and disruption no matter which legislative decisions are made. There will be practical issues
(such as managing transitions from one to several denominations or expressions); work to revise and adopt policies and
practices according to the prevailing views of the people or representatives of each new entity; legal details and possible
disputes; and changes in personal, covenantal, and professional relationships. Living with and working through unfolding
ambiguities and disagreements will be an ongoing and multi-year process. Relationships across major geographical regions will
be more tenuous and require even greater intentionality and concerted effort to sustain trust and collaboration.
There is increased fragmentation and alienation within the UMC system depending on the outcomes and how various cohorts
are affected or perceive the legislative actions (or inaction) of the 2020 General Conference. The probability of amplified acts
of resistance or decisions to behave in an independent or contrarian manner on the part of clergy, laity, local churches, or
annual conferences may increase—with each action generating reactions that then multiply the disruptive consequences.
If decisions are made that require the auditing, division, and distribution of assets, there will be clear challenges in adopting
methodologies that all parties agree are accurate, fair, and practical. If a division of assets requires discontinuing a ministry
(board or agency) or selling off capital assets (property), the disruption will be even greater.
We’ll enter a renaissance period for a renewing UMC marked by fresh thinking, greater innovation, and widespread
experimentation as United Methodists live with Christian hope and enhanced clarity about what is essential and non-essential
in our corporate witness. We see greater flexibility and contextual approaches for self-governance and deeper passion about
engaging in shared mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
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So, how does any of this affect us here at Charlton? For decades, Charlton Church has been a place where people of
various opinions and perspectives have been able to work together despite their differences. Our Administrative Council
adopted the following description to be used on our website to help guests better understand who we are:
Charlton is a family of faith that is proud to be part of The United Methodist Church. We do our best to live up to our
denomination’s motto of “Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.”, as we believe it is a worthy challenge for any church to
achieve.
Like all of God’s creation, we are a diverse community. We are just like you. We are people of faith and people who are
questioning. We are people from many faith traditions. We are men and women, young and old. We are single, married,
divorced, separated and partnered. We are conservative and progressive, red and blue and every shade in between. But in
spite of our differences, we respect and support one another. For we are a people UNITED by our love for God and a desire
to worship, study, serve and fellowship with one another.
Our motto at Charlton Church is “Where Faith Meets Life” as we strive to live authentic, grace-filled lives. Our mission is to
make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world, proclaiming the good news of God’s grace and by
exemplifying Jesus’ command to love God and our neighbor in all that we do.

There are those in our church family who rejoiced in and celebrated the vote of the 2019 General Conference to adopt
the Traditional Plan. Those persons believe that this was the right and ‘Biblical’ position for our denomination to support.
But there are those in our church family who lamented this decision and feel that it is at odds with the message of the
gospel. In response to the actions of the 2019 General Conference, the Gathering and Journey Sunday School classes
have discussed these issues at great length. These classes have written a joint statement to share their beliefs and to
declare themselves a Welcoming and Inclusive Community. This is their statement:
The Gathering and Journey classes of Charlton UMC in Harrisburg, PA is a group of Christ followers who firmly believe that
everyone is created equally in the image of God. We believe that the diversity found in the human family makes us more
reflective of our God expressed in the Holy Trinity. We embrace people of all ages, races, abilities, gender identities, sexual
orientations, and all other “labels” which our culture uses to define and divide us. We reaffirm our Scriptures that make it
clear that nothing can separate us from the love of Christ and the family of God. Proud of our Wesleyan heritage, we believe
that ‘we can love alike even though we may not think alike’, as we recognize that there are those in our church, community,
and denomination who have perspectives different than our own. We commit to being a supportive and encouraging
inclusive community within our congregation as we work towards truly being a church with open hearts, open minds and
open doors.

As our General Conference prepares to meet in the spring of 2020, Charlton Church will continue to find new ways to
work and learn together as we strive to make disciples and build the kingdom of God among us.
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In the

Want an easy go-to recipe for your next holiday party
or family gathering? Be sure to try Judy’s Shrimp
Spread. It will be the hit of the party.

This recipe receives full approval of George McMillen
and Chuck Kaufmann!

with Judy McMillen

SHRIMP SPREAD
2— 8 ounce packages cream cheese
2— 5 ounce cans tiny deveined shrimp, chopped fine and drained (Judy uses her electric chopper)
Celery and onion, chopped very fine to taste
12 ounce jar cocktail sauce
Mix cream cheese, shrimp, celery and onion well. Shape as desired and place on serving plate.
Top with the cocktail sauce. Serve with pumpernickel bread or the cracker of your choice (Judy recommends
Town House crackers.) Enjoy!

It’s Easter Egg Time! That’s right, mark your calendars because
it’s time to start planning our Easter egg making for 2019. This
is a great time of fellowship as well as a fundraiser for our
church. We will begin on Monday morning January 6th and
continue each Monday through March 30th. The last day to
place orders for eggs will be March 23rd.
If you haven’t helped before, here is an overview of our
Monday work days. People arrive anytime from about 8:00 to
lunchtime - come when you can - we stop for lunch at about
noon and continue most days till around 2:00. If you have
questions, please talk to Laurie Smith, Barb Goss or Sandy
Bovard. We need your help to make this year’s sale a success,

so plan to come join the fun.
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CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

WBIIIELCOME
Welcome to Floyd and Carolyn Wise
who joined our church family by
profession of faith on October 20,
2019.
Welcome to Nancy Radel who
joined our church family by
profession of faith on November 17,
2019.
Welcome to Anne Shearer who
joined our church family by transfer
on November 17, 2019.

IN

SIIIIIYMPATHY
The sympathy of the Charlton
congregation is extended to Sigrid
Sunday on the death of her husband
Charlie on October 17, 2019.

John and I would like to thank you for praying us through our recent challenge.
We really appreciated the prayers, cards, and visits. Thanks for the acts of
kindness — the meals and for sitting with John. Please continue to pray for us.
Marjorie Martin

Thank you very much for the school supplies and backpacks. My students were
thrilled to receive these gifts. Thank you even more for thinking of and caring for
my children at Foose School. I ask for your prayers as this has been and will
continue to be a very challenging school year.
In God's Love, Janine Scott

I want to thank the Church and our church friends for the get well cards which
were sent to me during my recent recovery from surgery. The only thing I need
now is to learn to walk again. Thanks for your warm wishes.
Chuck Lengle

I wish to thank (again), all the people that helped me move one more time. A
very special thanks to Marianne and Jim Eagle who engineered all my moves. I
am so grateful for my Charlton friends. I am now settled in and really like where I
am. I have very nice neighbors. God has really blessed me.
Phoebe Chubb

Thanks to each and everyone of you for the cards and gifts you showered upon
us for staff appreciation month. Your thoughtfulness and generosity are greatly
appreciated. It is an honor and blessing to work for such a wonderful church
family.
Pastor Les, Marianne, Chuck, Trish, Deb, Wendy and Tim

A GREAT BIG THANK YOU to everyone who helped to make our 2nd Annual Christmas Craft Show a
success! Whether you helped set up or take down, made items for the bake sale, donated items for
the kitchen, volunteered at the show, or even just shopped … know that your efforts are greatly
appreciated. Because of our team effort, we have raised $7,200 that will be paid on the mortgage
principal. Praise God!
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The 2019-2020 school year is the forty-fifth year of operation for
Charlton Preschool. We currently have thirty-six children enrolled
in the program, which consists of a 3-year old class, a 4-year-old
class, and a combined 3-and-4-year old class. Our newest
preschool program, Music in Motion, has an average of 15
attendees between the ages of 1 and 5 years.
With the holiday season in full swing, children are busy practicing songs for the Preschool Christmas Program in
December. The whole month will be spent learning Christmas traditions and about the birth of Jesus.
In January, children will complete a special unit on music. We will explore
instruments and different types of music we can use to praise the Lord. As part of
our Dark and Light Unit, we will learn how God made light. We will also study
colors. As the weather turns colder and snow begins to fall, children will complete
a unit on winter. Our Bible lesson will teach that although the weather is always
changing, God is always in control. In February, our classrooms will explore love.
We will celebrate Valentine's Day and God's unconditional love.
Registration for the coming year will begin soon after the new year. If you know
anyone looking for a Christian preschool, encourage them to schedule a tour and
check us out!

Here are some upcoming dates that you should be aware of:
December 20 — Christmas Program in church sanctuary at 11AM
January 13 — Registration opens to Current families and alumni
February 1 — Registration opens to public

Thank you to everyone for their continued support
of Charlton Preschool. One of the easiest ways you
can help support this ministry is by purchasing gift
cards for Giant Foods, Karns Foods and Weis
Markets. You may purchase gift cards on Sunday
mornings at the Welcome Desk or in the church
office. Checks should be payable to Charlton Church.
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Kid’s Night Out is our monthly
outreach to our community,
and is for children age 3
through 10. The gatherings
run from 6:30 to 8 pm.

This is our weekly gathering for children in
preschool through 5th grade. ‘KIDs’ stands
for Kids In Discipleship, where they learn
what it means to be a follower of Jesus and
how we are all supposed to live in the world
today. We meet at 9:40 am on Sunday
mornings on the lower level. Normally, they
begin as one group in the large Crossroads
space, and then move to their age-level
classrooms.

December 13th — “Jesus Is Born”
January 11th — “God’s Special Purpose”
February 14th — “Unconditional Love”

Come and receive
a Christmas message
presented by the
children of Charlton.

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER
January 19, 2020
Unique as a Snowflake Project

Sunday,
December 22
One Service
@ 9:30 am

February 16, 2020
Valentines’ Day Party

2019 WINTER

DECEMBER

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

No Youth Gatherings

Sunday, 19th
Youth Group @ 5:30 pm

Sunday, 2nd @ 5:30 pm
Sunday, 16th @ 5:00 pm
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CHARLTON CHURCH
A United Methodist Community

Making Disciples of Jesus Christ
for the Transformation of the World

5920 Jonestown Road
Harrisburg, PA 17112
www.CharltonChurch.org

Rev. Dr. Les Towsey

Pastor
pastorles@CharltonChurch.org

C

Charles J. Kaufmann

Director of Worship Arts
chuck@CharltonChurch.org

Tim Russell

Office Hours are 9AM to 3PM
Monday-Thursday, Closed Fridays

Marianne Eagle

Office Administrator
office@CharltonChurch.org

Debra Hughes

Custodian

Martha Brown

Trustee chairperson
trustees@CharltonChurch.org

Trish Wagner

Preschool/Children’s Director
preschool@CharltonChurch.org

Wendy Criste

Nursery Attendant

Nursery Attendant

Scott Pribanich

Administrative Council chairperson
churchcouncil@CharltonChurch.org

Mark Malone

717.545.2000
office@charltonchurch.org

Ministry Council chairperson
ministrycouncil@CharltonChurch.org

Lowman Henry

Finance chairperson
finance@CharltonChurch.org

Caroline Allen

SPRC chairperson
sprc@CharltonChurch.org

Want to keep up-to-date on what’s happening at Charlton Church?

Be sure to ‘like’ our page at www.Facebook.com/charltonchurch
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