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Act 1
SCENE 1

Margherita Sarfatti’s apartnent, Rone
1939. Margherita, age 50, is packing
her bags. The honme is that of a

weal thy worman. The walls are filled
with oil paintings, including a
portrait of Artem sia Gentileschi and
a reproduction of “Judith Beheadi ng
Hol of ernes ” A bust of Cesare Sarfatti
rests upon a fifteenth century
credenza. In the background, the
phonograph i s playing “Capriccio
Italien.” A photograph of Arturro
Toscani ni adorns the wall.

MARGHERI TA'S VO CE (O S.)
| smle while | suffer. The shanme! At first | was your sl ave,
And now | amin your soul, in your mnd, in your flesh
Pati ence governs ny love. | smle, | suffer. 1 amonly one
of many. Can this |ove go away?

She goes to her jewel box, renpves sone
expensive jewelry and stuffs it in her
dress.

She pulls itenms from her drawer and
packs them then retrieves a |arge
phot ograph of Il Duce. She spends
several nonents examining it closely,
then throws it into the trash.

BENITO S VO CE (O S.)
Kiss me fromafar. | am your devoted lion. Always there to
dom nate you. You are in my heart. | renenber the tinmes we
spent together. | hold your body to devour you. Now and
always. | amtired tonight, but you are in ny heart. Cone
with ne.

She hears | oud knocki ng.

MARGHERI TA
Wo is it?

MUFFLED VO CE
One of your secret |overs.

MARGHERI TA
I’"’mtoo old for |overs.

MUFFLED VA CE
Too ol d? Never.



MARGHERI TA
At ny age?

MUFFLED VA CE
Open up.

MARGHERI TA
Go away. | do not know you!

MUFFLED VA CE
You do. | amyour |over.

MARGHERI TA
|’"ve been | abell ed an undesirabl e.

MUFFLED VA CE
Not you.

MARGHERI TA
Ber nard Berenson?

MUFFLED Vvd CE
An art critic | am not.

MARGHERI TA
(Laughi ng) Why of course. It’s you, Gabriele D Annunzio

MUFFLED VO CE
I’mnot a crazy poet either. And you are aware that he is
very ill.

MARGHERI TA
You do the best inpersonation | have ever heard of that

MUFFLED VO CE
|’ msure | do, because | am he. The one whose biography you
wr ot e.

MARGHERI TA
Pl ease | eave.

MUFFLED VO CE
You seem angry.

MARGHERI TA
I want to sleep. Surely this is a dream

MUFFLED VO CE
Kiss ne fromafar. | am your devoted lion. Always there to
hold you. You are in ny heart. Renenber the tines we spent
t oget her. I hold your body and want to devour you. | hold
you. Now and al ways. | amtired tonight, but you dom nate
my mnd too.



MARGHERI TA
Ah, a shallow | ove.

MUFFLED VO CE
We spent hours together.

MARGHERI TA
Year s ago.

MUFFLED VO CE
| hold your body in ny m nd.

MARGHERI TA
Oh?
MUFFLED VO CE
Kiss ne fromafar. | am your devoted |ion

MARGHERI TA
Li on? Yes. Devot ed? No.

MUFFLED VO CE
Let me show you.

MARGHERI TA
Pl ease, go away.

MUFFLED VO CE
(Gently)Open, or | shall break through this door.

MARGHERI TA
Al right, Al right,. Wit till | get the key.

Musi ¢ ends.

COVMENTATOR
Just a note fromthe news services. The Mussolini famly is
spending a joyful holiday together at the fam |y residence.
Il Duce and Rachele Mussolini are entertaining their children
and smal | grandchil dren. Il Duce stresses famly val ues at
this dangerous period in our Nation’ s history. And now for
nore mnusic.

Mar gherita opens the door. The person
in amnmffled voice enters wearing the
mask of a |ion.

MJUFFLED VO CE
G-r-rr.

MARGHERI TA
A lion? The Enpire has no jungles unless one was built
recently.



MUFFLED VO CE
Et hiopia has rain forests. (Beat) May | Kkiss you.

MARGHERI TA
I don’t Kkiss strangers.

MUFFLED VO CE
Am | still a stranger?

MARGHERI TA
I don’t know who you are.

MUFFLED VO CE
I know even the nol e bel ow your |ovely neck.

MARGHERI TA
Surely you have nore inportant nmatters than the nole on ny
neck.

MUFFLED VO CE
A lion has nuch tine. W have not seen one another in a |ong

I e

MARGHERI TA
You're right.

MUFFLED VO CE
Hoo- hoo- hoo.

MARGHERI TA
Stop this nonsense

MUFFLED VO CE
I amthe |ion.

MARGHERI TA

VWhich of Il Duce’'s lions are you? Ras or Italia?
MUFFLED VO CE

Both are now dead. | amthe ghost of Ras.
MARGHERI TA

Il Duce does not believe in ghosts.

MUFFLED VO CE
You know better than that. Testing ne?

He renpves his mask. The nan is Benito
Mussol i ni .

BENI TO
Your faithful servant.



MARGHERI TA
Qut of unifornf

BENI TO
Li ons do not wear uniforns.
MARGHERI TA
And absent for the last three years?
BENI TO
Matters of state. Don’'t treat ne like a stranger. | aml|
Duce.
MARGHERI TA
How di d you get into the buil ding!
BENI TO
What ever he wants, Il Duce gets.
MARGHERI TA
How | know! Let us hope that continues in the future.
BENI TO
You think it may not?
MARGHERI TA
What do | know? Benito, | am busy.
BENI TO
So cold. As if our 25 years counted for nothing
MARGHERI TA
Twenty eight years. |s there sonething you want?
BENI TO
That nusic --Arturo Toscannini?
MARGHERI TA
O course.
BENI TO

Atraitor? My | make nyself confortabl e?

MARGHERI TA
Wuld it make any difference if | said no? And he is not a
traitor. ..

BENI TO
What happened to your warnth and...

MARGHERI TA
Three years is a long tine.



BENI TO
When you actually turned your back on ne at Luigi
Pirandello’s funeral.

MARGHERI TA
You noticed? Wth four thousand in attendance? (Beat) You
shoul d have called first.

BENI TO
The phone is out of order.
MARGHERI TA
| used it a short while ago.
BENI TO
Try it.
MARGHERI TA
It’s working!
BENI TO

Try it!

She picks it up. No tone.

MARGHERI TA
It was working before you arrived.
BENI TO
Probably a power failure.
MARGHERI TA
Coi nci dent al ?
BENI TO
It should conme back on shortly. Al the packing?
MARGHERI TA
I’ m sending sone things to ny daughter in MIan.
BENI TO
Oh?
MARGHERI TA
You seem surprised?
BENI TO

Sonme of your favorite paintings. Like this -Boccioni. Do you
normally travel wth your paintings?

MARGHERI TA
Soneti nmes. You recogni ze a Boccioni ?



BENI TO
Gve nme sone credit. And this painting of Judith in the Ad
Test anent beheadi ng Hol of ernes? | thought it was in a
nmuseuntf?

MARGHERI TA
Only a reproduction.

BENI TO

You all ow a reproduction anong your vast hol dings? And the
wonman in the portrait?

MARGHERI TA
A self portrait by Artem sia Gentileschi. Not a reproduction.

BENI TO
The painter of the Jew sh nurderess beheadi ng the eneny
general after she enticed himinto bed? Both painter and
subj ect obvi ously hated nen.

MARGHERI TA
Ah, yes. You prefer CGerman painters?

BENI TO
| am not anused. (takes out pocket knife). | could be
anused.

He touches both paintings with knife.

MARGHERI TA
St op!

BENI TO
(Sm ling)You prefer Boccioni and that nman-hater to ne?

MARGHERI TA
These are a pricel ess paintings!

BENI TO
Al your paintings are priceless. (Pulls the knife back) You
pay thousands of lira for a little bit of oil paint of sone
horrendously ugly figure or sone asinine abstraction, and yet
you will walk a mle to save a lira. M anore! You wl|
never change. You have not offered ne anything to drink.

MARGHERI TA
You are not |l Duce!

BENI TO
VWhat !



MARGHERI TA
Il Duce does not drink! H S MACH SMO can not tolerate
al cohol .

BENI TO
Ti mes change. My ul cer is gone.
MARGHERI TA
W are either in a dreamor you are an inposter
BENI TO
Shall | have you conmm tted?
MARGHERI TA
Pl ease put the knife away.
BENI TO
I will not harmyour paintings. Have | ever treated you with
anyt hi ng but great kindness? And you have not even asked what
is in the box?

MARGHERI TA
Let me see if there is anything to drink in the kitchen. |
believe there is sone Chianti |eft.

BENI TO

And no Bordeaux? You nust be planning a | ong journey.
MARGHERI TA

Just a short sojourn, really. Certainly your staff nust be

aware of ny com ngs and goi ngs.

She goes into the kitchen. He opens
the red box which contains a blue board
w t h hangi ng nedal s.

BENI TO
My staff?

MARGHERI TA
Your surveill ance team

BENI TO
You' re thinking “thugs.”

MARGHERI TA

Not to ny beloved Il Duce.

BENI TO
How bel oved?.

She reenters. He puts the hanging
medals in front of her.



BENI TO (cont' d)
The Italian governnment has awarded you 14 nedals since 1936.
You have not picked up a single one of them

MARGHERI TA
Here is your drink.

BENI TO
Is it poi soned?

MARGHERI TA
"1l trade?

BENI TO
| have al ways trusted you

MARGHERI TA
| insist.(She exchanges dri nks)

BENI TO
You know you can | eave whenever you want ?

MARGHERI TA
Leave?

BENI TO
Italia.

MARGHERI TA
You want nme to | eave?

BENI TO

Never, it was you who nade Italia what it is. And that is
why | have personally brought you the nedals.

MARGHERI TA
There was a tine when...but tinmes have changed.

BENI TO
Only on the surface.

MARGHERI TA
Even your speech has changed.

BENI TO
Oh?

MARGHERI TA
Slightly Nordic.

BENI TO

Not true. (Joking) They now speak with Italian accents.



10.

The phone rings

MARGHERI TA
Pecul i ar! (She Picks up phone). ...Yes, this is Margherita
Sarfatti. ....The flight is cancelled?...Inclenent
weat her?...There is no inclement weat her!
Oh..... Arriverdici.
BENI TO
Pr obl enf
MARGHERI TA
The flight has been cancell ed.
BENI TO
Happens all the tine.
MARGHERI TA
Curious! The weather is quite good.
BENI TO
There’ ||l be others.
MARGHERI TA
How i s the w ne?
BENI TO
Quite good, in fact.
MARGHERI TA
VWhat will Signora Petacci say about your arriv..
BENI TO

She does as told.
The phone ri ngs.
MARGHERI TA (cont' d)

Pronto..That flight has been cancelled for several days...
Al flights? ..Very well.

BENI TO
A probl enf

MARGHERI TA

O course a problem You can get the trains to run on tine!
Can you not do the sane for planes?

BENI TO
If you were going to MIlan, you would take a train. You
can not take a train to the United states or South Anerica.
Per haps you' re anxious to |eave the country?
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MARGHERI TA
I have tried to schedule an appointnent with you often. But
you were busy. | nust now go on. And | amonly visiting ny
daughter in M| an.

BENI TO
Fiametta is not in Mlan. She is at Il Soldo..if that is
what you still call your estate on Lake Conb. And Livio and

her children are with her.

MARGHERI TA
What have you done to her! Her famly!

BENI TO
Not hing. Wuld | harmny Fianetta!

MARGHERI TA
Let ne call and see.

Pi cks up phone and i nmedi ately
recogni zes that there is no dial tone.

BENI TO
What’ s t he probl enf?

MARGHERI TA
Qut of order, again. Wat are you up to?

BENI TO
Phones often go out of order. Because of the |abor shortage
we have had to hire a ot of Calabrians and Sicilians.

MARGHERI TA
What do southern Italians have to do with badly running
t el ephones?

BENI TO
I lTove them But, you know better than | that they're
i ncapabl e of doing any work. |’ mthinking of sending the

Ethiopians in to civilize them

MARGHERI TA
Leave the Ethiopians al one. You should have conquered the
south of Italy rather than the north of Ethiopia.

BENI TO
God hel p those who try to help the Southerners Thank God.
So many have fled to Anerica with their organized crine.
Under ||l Duce, organi zed crine does not survive. In
denocratic Anmerica, they should flourish.

MARGHERI TA
Per haps you renenber the incident. (giggles)
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BENI TO
VWhat i ncident!

MARGHERI TA
The hat! Renmenber when you spoke in Sicily in 1924, and you
could not find your hat which you suspected the Sicilians had
pur posel y hi dden.

BENI TO
Nonsense.

MARGHERI TA
They sent you a letter the week after saying that they had
not been able to locate it but that they would return it if
and when it was found. The perfect Sicilian insult to a head

of state that they did not I|ike. You never forget.
BENI TO

It was stolen only because they adm red ne so nuch!
MARGHERI TA

Can | pour you nore w ne?
BENI TO

Wat er .
MARGHERI TA

| knew your stonmach woul d bother you. Gve ne a mnute.
(wal ki ng towards door)
I must speak to the concierge.

BENI TO
That won’t be necessary.

MARGHERI TA
"1l be back in a nonent.

BENI TO
| said stop!

MARGHERI TA

| amin ny own apartnent.

BENI TO
When | say stop, that neans stop

She cones to a stop

MARGHERI TA
Go to hell.

He grabs her by the arm
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BENI TO

Don’t you ever use that |anguage with ne.
MARGHERI TA

You're hurting ne!
BENI TO

(Letting go) Now open the door.

She pushes agai nst hi m and he agai nst
her. Suddenly they kiss.

MARGHERI TA
Poi sonous fruit sonetinmes tastes good. Are you playing with
my mnd. This door was working perfectly before you cane.

BENI TO
Raci al | aws yes. I|noperative doors no. Don’t be afraid. Trust
me!

MARGHERI TA
| have!
BENI TO
Have | ever betrayed you
MARGHERI TA
Let’s begin with the treaty of 1936.
BENI TO
Sarcastic again.
MARGHERI TA

Then get the door and tel ephone repaired.

BENI TO
It’s your building. Not m ne.

MARGHERI TA
But you run all of greater Italy. Caesar now even has his
col oni es.

BENI TO
Caesar is not a repairman, however.

MARGHERI TA
Pl ease | eave

BENI TO

How can |? W’ re trapped.

MARGHERI TA
| shall scream fromthe bal cony,
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BENI TO
Go ahead.
She goes to bal cony door, but the door
w |l not open.
MARGHERI TA
You knew  \y.
BENI TO

You’ re havi ng housi ng problens and you bl ane the gover nnent
of Italy.

MARGHERI TA
| hate youl!
BENI TO
Wiy so angry!
MARGHERI TA
For being one of your thugs. | closed ny eyes too nuch. And
| acqui esced!
BENI TO
For the good of Italy. You wel |l knew what was goi ng on.
You could have left at any tine.
MARGHERI TA
The devil’s poison, the glanour, and the power held ne.
BENI TO
We made Italy.
MARGHERI TA
Into what ?
BENI TO
Wt hout you | woul d never have succeeded.
MARGHERI TA
We were young and full of ideals.
BENI TO
Reality sets in.
MARGHERI TA

I n sone cases, just viciousness.

BENI TO
Let us have anot her drink, Vel a.

MARGHERI TA
Rachel e does not approve of your drinking.
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BENI TO
Why bring up that subject? | only want water, anyhow.

MARGHERI TA
Does she have a new | over? You beat the railroad nmaster so
badly that no one dare.

BENI TO
Ancient history. Let us have a drink to old tines.
MARGHERI TA
| amvery tired.
BENI TO
Anot her onel!
MARGHERI TA
If you play the violin.
BENI TO
Are you enbarrassing nme again. The last tinme you put ne in
this position before Toscannini. That fox..
MARGHERI TA
It’s only us this tine.(Hands hima violin)
BENI TO
Join ne on the piano? Is this the one | gave Cesare.
MARGHERI TA
Yes. Shall we do Brahmis concerto for piano and violin?
BENI TO
Let us have one nore drink to old tines.
MARGHERI TA
One nore drink to old tines. Are you enjoying the water?
BENI TO
Water is water. Wiere are the servants?
MARGHERI TA
They all had to be di sm ssed.
BENI TO
Wy ?
MARGHERI TA
He asks why!
BENI TO

(Picks up letter fromtable) Aletter fromone of your
| overs.
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MARGHERI TA
Yes.
BENI TO
May | read.
MARGHERI TA
No.
BENI TO
I recognize the witing. (Reading) Kiss ne from afar.
MARGHERI TA
.1 am vyour devoted lion. Always there to dom nate you. You
are in ny heart. | remenber the tinmes we spent together
| hold your body amready to devour you. | hold you and own
you. Now and al ways. | amtired tonight, but you in ny
heart.
BENI TO

(Moved) You know it by heart. Forbidden fruit tastes that
good? O your photographic nenory at worKk.

MARGHERI TA
Bot h.

BENI TO
May | have the letter?

MARGHERI TA
You may.

BENI TO
But the witing is yours. These are nmy words..

MARGHERI TA
| beg to differ..

BENI TO
Where is the original?

MARGHERI TA
Lost .

BENI TO
The ot hers?

MARGHERI TA
Al so | ost.

BENI TO

Am | to believe that
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MARGHERI TA
I do not have the letters.

BENI TO
Ah, perhaps you will find them.In The nmeantine will you
dance with ne?

MARGHERI TA
Dance!

BENI TO
Dance.

MARGHERI TA
You're an inposter! Please |eave!

BENI TO
An i nposter?

MARGHERI TA
Il Duce does not dance.

BENI TO

You have | ost your mnd. (Puts on a recording) Here is a
waltz. Let us dance.

MARGHERI TA
When you dance with a wolf, you can only expect to be
devour ed.

He gently pulls her to himand they
begi n danci ng.

BENI TO
You dance nore beautifully than ever.
MARGHERI TA
Danci ng with such gentility.
BENI TO
I dance with a queen.
MARGHERI TA

Stop! (Begins giggling) A ong with 2000 ot her wonen in the
past. Let us begin with Angelica Balibinoff. And what | hear
now i s that you are responding to all those wonen all over
Italy who have witten letters saying that they want to sl eep
wth you?

BENI TO
| beg your pardon.
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MARGHERI TA
Your staff invites themto your office everyday between two
and four in the afternoon. And then they are sent honme with
a gift for service to the Italian governnent.

BENI TO
Have you been reading Anerican tabl oi ds!

MARGHERI TA
As your prisoner, don’'t | have the right to joke?

BENI TO
You are not ny prisoner, and you do not have the right to
nock.

MARGHERI TA
You have only cone because you nm ss seeing ne.
BENI TO
Yes. If you don’t care to dance, l|let us play our duet. Pour
me some W ne.
MARGHERI TA
Wiy yes. Do you recognize the w ne gl asses?
BENI TO
Sort of.
MARGHERI TA

They belong to ny former maid who |eft them here. She
received it as a gift for service to the Italian governnent.

(giggles)

BENI TO
G ve ne that gl ass!
MARGHERI TA
You nust prom se not to break it. It would be unpatriotic to
destroy an item.
BENI TO
Gveit to ne.
MARGHERI TA

She gets excited when she sees it.

BENI TO
As a part of our patriotismprogram we are inviting comon
Italians to spend tine with ne after they have witten a
| etter comrendi ng what we are trying to do. That's all!
Now | et us play the one of Al binoni’s concertos.



One of ny favorites.
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MARGHERI TA

They begi n pl ayi ng. She plays wel |,
while Miussolini’s playing is
acceptabl e. Then the phone rings. They
st op.

BENI TO
Well pick it up.

MARGHERI TA
How strange, it is working again.

BENI TO
Well pick it up.

MARGHERI TA
Thank you for your permssion....Hello...Hello...Are you
there? Hung up. Is it your staff? O that Signorina
Petacci. O perhaps one of the patriotic people.

BENI TO

| should put pepper in your nouth.

The phone rings.

BENI TO
PICK I T UP.
MARGHERI TA
(Answering) C ao..yes. Yes this is Signora Sarfatti. ..Yes.
No. Yes. ..Do not call again. (She hangs up)
BENI TO
Vel | ?
MARGHERI TA
Shall we resunme our playing?
BENI TO
Wl | who cal |l ed?
MARGHERI TA
| don’t know.
BENI TO
VWHO CALLED!
MARGHERI TA
It was a harassing call. Hopefully they won’'t call again.

The phone rings again.
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BENI TO
Wl l answer it.

MARGHERI TA
Why don’t you? This way | won’t have to answer your
guesti ons.

BENI TO
Pick it up. Virtually no one knows |’ m here.
MARGHERI TA
Hello....Yes. HE s here..It’s for you
BENI TO
(Picking it up) ..At once. Thank you. | wll be out
nmonentarily.
MARGHERI TA
| thought no one knew you were here.
BENI TO
My bodyguard. | nust |leave, but | shall return. You wll be
here | hope.
MARGHERI TA
Do | have a choice?
BENI TO
Wiy of course. Do you think I would hold you agai nst your
will! (He exits)
MARGHERI TA

The devil is tenpting!

She goes to credenza and picks up w ne
gl ass and begins drinking. She sits and
rel axes. She picks up tel ephone and
puts it down after hearing no dial,
Suddenly a knock is heard at the door.
She does not answer. The knocki ng
persi sts and becones | ouder. She
tepidly goes to the door. The knocki ng
becones | ouder.

MARGHERI TA ( CONT' D)
I's that you?

VA CE
Yes it is |, whoever that is.(giggles) | telephoned you a
nonment ago.

MARGHERI TA

Who are you?
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VA CE
Let me inand | will tell you. The nei ghbors can hear you,
|’ m sure.

MARGHERI TA

Hold on. This door is behaving strangely today. (She tries
key and door opens i medi ately.)

The man, in his |late twenties enters.

VA CE
Signora Sarfatti. James Bullock. Do you have sone free tine?

MARGHERI TA
What can | do for you?

JAMES BULLOCK
We have net. Do you renenber?

MARGHERI TA
VWher e?

JAMES BULLOCK
In the United states. Twi ce. During your grand tour there
in 1934.

MARGHERI TA
| do not recall.

JAMES BULLOCK
Canbri dge, Massachusetts and Washington. | was a reporter
for the Washi ngton Post.

MARGHERI TA
Right. | forgot, which university is |located in Canbridge.

JAMES BULLOCK
(Clears throat) Yale University... And you conquered the
United States. You were called the uncrowned queen of Italy.

MARGHERI TA
Thank you. | never heard that title. | can no |longer claim
it in any case.

JAMES BULLOCK
Quite frankly, I"msurprised you re still here.

MARGHERI TA
| have been treated very well by the current governnent.

JAMES BULLOCK
In fact you received an award as recently as |ast nonth. |
forgot what it was for.
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MARGHERI TA
So have |I. It was certainly not deserved. Oh, M. Bullock
pl ease refreshen ny nenory. Who is the publisher of the

Washi ngt on Post ?

JAMES BULLOCK
(Clears throat) M. Cchs. But before we proceed, may | ask
you about the gentleman |I saw com ng out of here?

MARGHERI TA
Oh yes. Wiy do you want to know?

JAMES BULLOCK
Wasn't that |l Duce. | was breathless as | saw the man exit.

MARGHERI TA
(Laughi ng)
No! O course not.

JAMES BULLOCK
He certainly | ooked |ike him

MARGHERI TA
There is sone resenbl ance. But no that was not he. . | have
not seen |l Duce in four years.
JAMES BULLOCK
Well, who was it? This would certainly nake a risk e story.
MARGHERI TA
The arti st Jacobo Benini. He had an argunent with his |over.
| was trying to console him Mal e | over of course. G ven
the current climate, | hope you will keep silent about all of
this.
JAMES BULLOCK
Certainly. | have sonething which may be of interest to you
MARGHERI TA
Yes?

JAMES BULLOCK
The letters. | have a client who is willing to pay
handsonely for them

MARGHERI TA
How handsonel y?

JAMES BULLOCK
Well this is open for negotiation. But we nust have them
imediately. M client is wlling to offer the equival ent of
one mllion dollars.
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MARGHERI TA
A generous offer.

JAMES BULLOCK
You wi |l accept?

MARGHERI TA
No.

JAMES BULLOCK
Is the offer insufficient?

MARGHERI TA
Yes.

JAMES BULLOCK
WIIl you consider 1.5 MIlion dollars? | understand that I
Duce sent you over a thousand |etters between 1911 and 1936.

MARGHERI TA
The offer would be consi dered, but...

JAMES BULLQOCK
But ?

MARGHERI TA
I can not accept.

JAMES BULLCOCK

Wy ?

MARGHERI TA
I do not have the letters. They exist solely in the runor
mll. Any letter to ne fromll Duce was purely official,

because that has been the only type of relation we have ever
had. You would only receive correspondence pertaining to the
arts, to speeches and articles with which | gave him sone
assi stance, or party matters. I am no | onger a nenber of
the Party.

JAMES BULLOCK
But Signora Sarfatti, the whole world knows. .

MARGHERI TA
The whol e world knows wong..there are nany wonen who are
all eged to have had that type of relationship with Il Duce.
| am not another elevator mstress. Have you contacted
Signorina Petacci? She may have sone letters surely.

JAMES BULLOCK
| value ny life. Also nost people say she can not wite or
read, and that no correspondence in all probability exists
since she is always by Il Duce’s side.
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MARGHERI TA
Wiy woul d anyone be interested in those letters if indeed
t hey existed?

JAMES BULLOCK
If letters existed, the Anerican press, both tabloid and
mai nst ream The German press and governnent woul d have an
even greater interest, since Mussolini made the statenent
| ast week that he had been latently anti-semtic since he was
25 but did not knowit. Strange since his first |over
Angel i ca Bali bi noff was Jew sh, and then you, nmaking for a
grand total of thirty years. And who knows. My client wl|
likely sell to the highest bidder, and H mm er and Goebbel s
may be willing to purchase themto suppress them for any
state. ..

MARGHERI TA
The | atter perhaps. No Gernman newspaper woul d publish such
letters if they existed. | can not be of any assistance to
you. WIIl you be nmaking the sane request to Il Duce?

JAMES BULLOCK
Here is ny card if you ever change your m nd

MARGHERI TA
| could certainly use the noney. (Laughing) Perhaps | should
fabricate sone.

JAMES BULLOCK
Good day, Signora Sarfatti.

MARGHERI TA
Good day. (She opens door and he exits)....It worked this
time. Can the afternoon know what the norning never
suspect ed?

Mar gherita wal ks around the room
exam ni ng her paintings and then turns
the nusic back on. In the background we
hear Mm’'s aria from“La Bohene” She
changes the station. The radio
conment at or conmes on

RADI O COMVENTATOR
..Where nenbers of the Italian Governnment net with severa
representatives fromthe German governnent, including
Goebbel s, to solidify ties between the two countri es. L
Duce expressed his admration and awe for the German mlit
m ght, whil e Goebbels expressed solid support for the thir
Rei ch’s cl osest partner.

ary
d

The Mussolini famly spent the day together in cel ebration of
t he Count and Countess G ano’s ei ghth anniversary.
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In addition, the famly celebrated the el eventh birthday of
t heir son Romano.

She changes the station where

Respi ghi’s “Ancient Airs and Dances”

i s heard. She takes another drink and
t hen vehenently throws her w ne gl ass
against he wall. She then throws two
ot her glasses to the wall.

She takes the | ast renmmining glass and
pours nore wine. She |lies down and
falls asleep

SCENE 2

The next norning. Margherita is stil
asleep. The roomis imrmacul ately clean
and with flower baskets. The nost

noti ceabl e change has been that all of
t he packed bags have been renoved. The
phone keeps ringing. Margherita does
not answer. A knock is heard at the
door and she still remains asleep. The
knock becones | ouder. She opens it and
no one is there. Looking around her,
she i medi ately notices the flowers and
then realizes that the baggage is

m ssing. She rushes to the closet.

MARGHERI TA
Al clothing put back perfectly as it was before | packed!

She picks up phone. There is no dial
tone. She wal ks toward credenza agai n.

MARGHERI TA (cont' d)
I don’t recall any nore wine being out. 1t’S Bordeaux. My
PASSPORT! It’'s m ssing!

The phone rings again. She quickly

pi cks it up.

MARGHERI TA (cont' d)
Livio. Yes, I'mstill here..... It’s a conplicated
story....Fianetta was called in for questioning! Wen....And
did you say she was released?...Livio...Livio...Livio..Are
you still there! Livio! Livio!...(The connection is |lost).

The phone rings again. She picks it
up.
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MARGHERI TA (cont' d)
Livio. She's been rel eased. Thank God. Please |eave the
country now...Livio. Livio. Livio!(She puts phone down.)
The phone rings agai n.

MARGHERI TA (cont' d)

Liviol! Livio! ...Sorry I thought it was Livio. Wo are
you?........ Clara Petacci....You don't sound like Cara
Petacci....Yes, we only nmet once...You say we net nore than
once...l amsorry ...l do not recall... Now what can | do for
you. ..(Long pause)l did not call you a whore...Nor would I
ever use that |anguage....Not at all!!! Wo told you
this....You won’'t say....l’mshocked that you would even cal
me call nme on such a matter....NO | did not say that |
hoped you ;and Il Duce woul d hang by your feet! | Have no
nore stature in Ronme...Wiy are you even calling ne...l Am
sorry....No, I amnot planning to go to Argentina. M hone
isin Mlan and Rone!!. Well | amsorry you feel that

way...Well good luck to you...Thank you...Perhaps we can have
espresso sonetine.

There is a knock on the door and she
goes to answer. She hesitates, and
thinks for a nonent. She answers door.
Il Duce enters.

BENI TO
Are you better rested this norning?
MARGHERI TA
A strange norning.
BENI TO

Have you decided not to | eave town?

MARGHERI TA
| awoke to find ny bags unpacked and every item put in place
exactly where it was before | packed.

BENI TO
What a coi ncidence. Strange things often happen. O does
your newfound religion not allow extraordinary things to
happen.

MARGHERI TA
| have been a Catholic for a decade.

BENI TO
That |l ong since you joined the Institute of Sacrosanct
Leeches! Per haps sone angel perforned a mracle for you.
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MARGHERI TA
I did not want to unpack. These angels woul d have to be
Fasci st s.

BENI TO
Per haps you have had too nuch to drink. Do | notice a filled
w ne glass. Actually it’s alnost enpty. Are you becom ng an
al cohol i c.

MARGHERI TA
How dare you! Wat are you doing to Fianetta!

BENI TO
She is |like ny own daughter!

MARGHERI TA
She was called in for questioning!

BENI TO
I have nothing to do with that. Perhaps she was speeding..a
traffic violation.

MARGHERI TA
Wul d you |i ke sone w ne?

BENI TO
Yes.

MARGHERI TA
| appreciate the sudden attention. But as Italy's Il Duce,
don’t you have sone heavy duties awaiting you? After all, the
CGerman nurderer was quoted in yesterday’ s newspaper as
saying: “Mussolini is not Italy's Hitler. | am Germany’s
Mussol ini.” Heady stuff.

BENI TO
What could be nore inportant than Margherita? | amhere to
reki ndl e our | ove.

MARGHERI TA
(Hands himw ne)And that's all?

BENI TO
VWat el se would | need?

MARGHERI TA
Drink your w ne.

BENI TO

You seem saddened this norning.

MARGHERI TA
| have a gift for you
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BENI TO
Ah, how ni ce.

She goes to the highboy and pulls out a
| arge brown | eat her bound vol une.

MARGHERI TA
For you, caro.

BENI TO
Very nice. The Italian Encycl opedia of 1936. Margherita
Sarfatti, Editor.

MARGHERI TA
| would like to sign it for you. Signing) My |ast issue,
before I was summarily di sm ssed.

BENI TO
Ah, yes. | learned of it only later.
MARGHERI TA
Take a | ook at the dism ssal notice on the vol une.
BENI TO
We do not live in a perfect world.
MARGHERI TA
Are you helping to make it nor or |ess perfect?
BENI TO
More than any other Italian.
MARGHERI TA
(Picks up her biography of himfromthe table) Anot her gift
fromnme. Sarfatti’s biography of Missolini. Thi s book has
much | avi sh praise for you
BENI TO
Trite, but not true. Who has done nore?
MARGHERI TA
Shall | begin with Dante?
BENI TO
What has he ever done for Italy
MARGHERI TA
M chel angel 0?
BENI TO
M chel angel o,! Raphael! Botticelli! Al the Geat Chefs!
Vivaldi!. The list is endless! And what in the hell have

they done for Italy!
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MARGHERI TA
Who has, if they have not?

BENI TO
Il Duce has?

MARGHERI TA
How!

BENI TO

He has restored glory and honor to Ronme! Spiritual values
count for nothing. Dante, They have |owered our prestige.
The worl d |laughs at Italians.

MARGHERI TA
You are now turning theminto a Germani c peopl e.
BENI TO
| amrestoring the honor and glory that was Rone.
MARGHERI TA
And brought worl dw de condemnati on.
BENI TO
You’ ve been reading too many Anerican newspapers. Look at
who's calling the kettle black. | know you may be going to
America, but you know Il Duce’s third axi om
MARGHERI TA
Rem nd ne.
BENI TO
NEVER TRUST THE AMERI CANS.
MARGHERI TA
On!
BENI TO

No nore hypocritical people in the world. They speak one
| anguage and do the exact opposite.

MARGHERI TA
Are they the only ones? A sinplification.

BENI TO
Ensl aved a fourth of their population for 250 years, and
exterm nated t he indi genous popul ation. And now t hey want
to make the world safe for denocracy

MARGHERI TA
They no | onger have slaves nor are they nurdering |ndians.
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BENI TO
Only because nost the Indian popul ati on has been
exterm nated and slavery is no | onger needed. Yet let us send
a fewtroops to Ethiopia and they call ne a tyrant.

MARGHERI TA
Il Duce, you are going too far
BENI TO
Do you know how uncivilized they are!™ M observers in the

United States tell nme that when Anerican children go to the
novi es on Saturday afternoons every tine they see anot her
I ndian being killed, the clap and shout for joy.

MARGHERI TA
Trying to rationalizes your actions?
BENI TO
I am not encunbered by a Catholic conscience. |In the |ast

five years you have opposed everything | have tried to do.

MARGHERI TA
And your nother named you after an | ndian Mexican
revol uti onary?

BENI TO
Let’s not get tied up with sentinmental history.

MARGHERI TA
Where are your ideals fromour socialist days The baby naned
after the Mexican revolutionary is now the ensl aver.

BENI TO
(Angrily)Enslaver! DON T EVER USE THAT WORD TO DESCRI BE ME!
| have put a whole chaotic nation together. Renenber one

thing, Vela. Governing Italy is not difficult. It is
usel ess.

MARGHERI TA
But you're trying to m x sauerkraut and spaghetti. May |
say sonething to you?

BENI TO
Yes, Vel a.

MARGHERI TA
| hate your guts.

BENI TO

Not really.

He grabs her and they kiss for a |ong
period of tine.
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MARGHERI TA
What do you want!

BENI TO
You know what | want.

MARGHERI TA

(Sardonically) You want ne. That is your only reason for
bei ng here.

BENI TO
Right. \What el se?
MARGHERI TA
Then may | nove in with you?
BENI TO
Not possible in the current climte.
MARGHERI TA
As | expect ed. Lonel i ness could not be your reason for
bei ng here.
BENI TO
The | eader is always lonely. | ama |onely man.
MARGHERI TA

Don’t dismss Signorina (or Signoral) Petacci. She is always
by your side.

BENI TO
Keep Clara’s nane out of this. | can not believe what cane
back to ne. Did you actually say you hoped she and I would
hang by our feet?
MARGHERI TA
Never .
BENI TO
Wiy the resentnent?
MARGHERI TA
There is none.
BENI TO
Wat ever nust be nust be.
MARGHERI TA
If Il Duce and his nmasters say so.
BENI TO

Don’t push it. You' re teasing ne.
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MARGHERI TA
Then | have nothing you want. Socialist politics was the
basis of our |ove.

BENI TO
Not really.

MARGHERI TA
You strip nme of ny honor, ignore nme for four years, and then
suddenly show up.

BENI TO
You sound |like a broken record. No one is holding you here
agai nst your wll.

MARGHERI TA
I wish to | eave then
BENI TO
Afraid of me?
MARGHERI TA
Yes. | am The racial | aws?
BENI TO
VWhat | did was for Italy and the Jews.
MARGHERI TA
Hal
BENI TO
One nust sonetines bend with the w nd. | am a survivor.
MARGHERI TA

Even the Vatican speaks out against the new laws. A “cheap
emul ati on of Kristallnacht” is ..

BENI TO
I don’t want to hear what the Broom says.
MARGHERI TA
The broonf
BENI TO
The Pope. He | ooks |ike a broom Six feet four and 125
pounds. | nust do what | nust do, and you will see that | am
everyone’'s protector.
MARGHERI TA

How?
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BENI TO
The | eader has no permanent friends, no pernmanent enem es,
j ust permanent interests.

MARGHERI TA
What does that have to do with racial |aws?
BENI TO
Those were | aws passed to be ignored. W Italians know how
to pass those | aws. You hel ped ne wite many.
MARGHERI TA
There is still the humliation. M daughter is nmarried to a

Catholic and converted, ny sonis married to a Catholic and
converted, and | converted ten years ago. Yet by the racia
| aws even ny grandchil dren are considered Jew sh.

BENI TO
There will be no Jewi sh blood shed in Italy.

MARGHERI TA
Just hum liation. You caved to the Germans. Wy. Afraid of
bei ng call ed the Kosher Fasci st again?

BENI TO
Don’t push it. Renenber, Dr. Piperno, ny dentist since 1910
is an Orthodox Jew. | would never allow anyone else to work
on nmy teeth. Last April, Vittorio took part inthe Mlle
Mglia notor race . His co-driver is an Italian Jew. And
all ny children have friends who are Jewi sh. The doors to our
home have al ways been and will continue to be open to them

MARGHERI TA

Nonsense! You encourage Italian Jews to | eave, prohibit the
entry of foreign refugees and force out post 1933 arrivals
whom you originally wel coned. You knowit’'s wong!

BENI TO
THE TREE MJUST BEND. The first lesson you and | learned in
our Socialist days. Jewish blood will pour all over France,
Bel gi um Pol and, Denmark, eventually England. But not in
Italy. The craziness will end soneday. |Isn’t that enough.
MARGHERI TA
As long as Il Duce controls Italy. And when he does not?
BENI TO
(angrily)
That can not happen.
MARGHERI TA

They will control your bowel novenents.
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St op!
MARGHERI TA
Wel | what do you want from ne..approval ?
BENI TO
| hardly need your approval. | want what is best for
Mar gheri ta.
MARGHERI TA
I " m conf used.
BENI TO
Al right. | wll renove the racial |aws.
MARGHERI TA
For ne.
BENI TO

They never did apply to you. And then what happens? e
live happily ever after?

MARGHERI TA
Not quite. Your northern neighbors m ght be very upset.
BENI TO
And? What m ght they do?
MARGHERI TA
Send forces into Italy.
BENI TO

And then what happens to your precious Jews? And nore
inportantly to Il Duce?

MARGHERI TA
You have no backbone.
BENI TO
Answer ny questi on!
MARGHERI TA
The answer is inevitable.
BENI TO
Then be 1 ogi cal. And give nme credit for doing the right
t hi ng.
MARGHERI TA

Why not stand up?
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BENI TO
BECAUSE YOU CANNOT LASSO AN ELEPHANT GO NG UPHI LL!

I n anger he sweeps his arns across the
credenza, sending everything, including
a statue of Cesare Sarfatti, onto the
floor. The statue chips slightly.

MARGHERI TA
You destroyed it!

Mussolini then throws other itens on
the floor.

BENI TO
That is what | think of your opinion!

MARGHERI TA
You ani nal !

He then grabs the Cross on the wall and
throws it on the floor. The cross is
broken into tiny pieces.

BENI TO

That’s what | think of your new religion.
MARGHERI TA

You bastard! [|s nothing sacred?
BENI TO

Your second religion is nore obstreperous than your first.

MARGHERI TA
First you condemm ne as a Jew, then as a Catholic, while
denigrating me to second class citizenship and denote ne
because of ny heritage!

BENI TO
You appreciate nothing, you bitch!

MARGHERI TA
And you destroyed the statue of the man you said you | oved
best .

BENI TO
(\\eepi ng)
| didl | truly did. (Tries to piece the broken statue
together) It wll be brought back to new. | will not allow

anything to happen to Cesare. MW |awer. M precious |awer.
He saved ne how many ti nes.
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Today he woul d be a second class citizen.

BENI TO
You're getting nme angrier again.

MARGHERI TA
I want to nurder you

BENI TO
But you can’'t.

MARGHERI TA
Because of repercussions to the Jews.

BENI TO
But a nore inportant reason.

MARGHERI TA
Because it woul d be suicidal?

BENI TO
Because you still love Il Duce.

MARGHERI TA
Let nme | eave the country.

BENI TO
The door is open!

MARGHERI TA
I”m | eavi ng!

BENI TO
Then go.

MARGHERI TA
I will.(Goes toward credenza and pulls out ticket)
has expired.

BENI TO
You can drive to M an.

MARGHERI TA
M| an?

BENI TO

Have you already forgot the lie you told ne earlier.

MARGHERI TA
What do you nean?

36.

My ticket
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BENI TO
Renmenber you were not going to |leave the country. So it was
Argenti na!

MARGHERI TA
Per haps!

BENI TO
Lying little Jewess!

MARGHERI TA
Stop this nonsense.

BENI TO
Al right, o!

MARGHERI TA
It’'s expired!

BENI TO
Exchange it.

MARGHERI TA
You know the current regul ati ons. Al I want is to | eave
the country.

BENI TO
Your wish will be granted.

MARGHERI TA
| can go.

BENI TO
Yes, even though you have lied to ne.

MARGHERI TA
Per haps you' re not as bad as | had thought.

BENI TO
I must go now, and. | will be back nonentarily. Qur | ove
wi |l never end.

MARGHERI TA
You play ganes with nmy enotions.

BENI TO
Hush! My | ove.

MARGHERI TA

I can actually | eave.



38.

BENI TO
You wear out my patience, Yes! Nowlet ne go. | shall be
back shortly. (Exits)

Margherita turns on the radio which is
pl ayi ng Tchai kovsky. A knock is heard
at the door. She answers, and a German
mlitary major pushes his way in.

MAJOR KARL KLEMVER
Signora Margherita Sarfatti. | am Major Karl Kl enmer
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Act 2
SCENE 1

Margherita stands in disbelief facing
the German officer

MAJOR KARL KLEMVER
| am pleased to be in the conpany of Italy's arbiter of the
arts.

MARGHERI TA

What are you doi ng here?
KLEMVER

| am your transportation
MARGHERI TA

My transportation?
KLEMVER

Your transportation? You seem surprised.
MARGHERI TA

That you are here so quickly.
KLEMVER

VWhat ever 1| Duce wants, |l Duce gets.
MARGHERI TA

But he only left a nonent ago.
KLEMVER

He can act quickly.
MARGHERI TA

| amnot quite ready to go. | nust pack
KLEMVER

Let me return then. How nuch tinme do you need?
MARGHERI TA

"1l let you know.
KLEMVER

That appears like a brush off. I amonly here to assist you.
MARGHERI TA

Wiy is a German mlitary officer providing an Italian citizen
Wi th transportation?

KLEMVER
A personal favor to Il Duce.
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MARGHERI TA
I will remain here.
KLEMVER
You will m ss your plane.
MARGHERI TA
Once Il Duce cones back | will provide ny own transportation.
KLEMVER

Il Duce runs one of the world s great powers. He can not
attend to such mnor matters, which is why he has asked ne to
provi de transportation.

MARGHERI TA
And he has no one on his staff who can provide
transportation?

KLEMVER
Shall we say our relationship is personal. He was here a
nonment ago.

MARGHERI TA
Pl ease | eave

KLEMVER
| intend to escort you.

MARGHERI TA
I shall scream

KLEMVER
Scream

MARGHERI TA
| am not com ng!

KLEMVER
Then you run the risk.

MARGHERI TA
Run the risk

KLEMVER
O m ssing your plane.

MARGHERI TA

| can provide nmy own transportation.

KLEMVER
You have an Italian tenper.



41.

MARGHERI TA
| aman Italian. | did not hire a German chauffeur.
KLEMVER
You're in perfectly safe hands. Ah! | am awed by your
presence.
MARGHERI TA
VWhy!
KLEMVER
Wiy not. You are the uncrowned queen of Italy.
MARGHERI TA
Per haps was, but certainly not now Please |eave.
KLEMVER
May | have your autograph.
MARGHERI TA
VWhat! You nust be nad.
KLEMVER
| am one or your greatest fans.
MARGHERI TA
You nock nme. Now | eave.
KLEMVER
Il Duce will not be anused.
MARGHERI TA
Leave.
KLEMVER
Al right, I warned you!
MARGHERI TA
CGet out!
KLEMVER

W are allies. Exits)

Mar gherita picks up the tel ephone and
sees that there is no dial tone. She
sl ans t he phone.

MARGHERI TA
Bast ar d!

The door opens and Il Duce cones in. He
carries the repaired bust of Cesare
and puts it down.
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BENI TO
What is wong with you!
MARGHERI TA
Leave.
BENI TO
What !
MARGHERI TA
| said | eave
BENI TO
Are you getting senile?
MARGHERI TA
You sent a collaborator ...Nazi..here.
BENI TO
You are out of your m nd.
MARGHERI TA
What !
BENI TO
I sent no Nazi or any one el se.
MARGHERI TA
I will not be driven to a concentration canp!
BENI TO
No such thing! You are in Italy!
MARGHERI TA
Wio was that man who cane here!
BENI TO
I DO NOT KNOW
MARGHERI TA
First you send an Anmerican, then a German.
BENI TO
You | ost your senses! An Anerican!
MARGHERI TA
Remenber two things, Il Duce. Harvard is |located in Canbridge

and Eugene Meyer is publisher of the Washi ngton Post.

BENI TO
| am not an expert on Anerican trivia.
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MARGHERI TA
How di d you get the statue repaired at 1 AW

BENI TO
Not hi ng i s inpossible. Now we put Cesare in his proper
pl ace.

MARGHERI TA
That shoul d take but a brief nonent.

BENI TO
And no cerenony?

MARGHERI TA
Have you gone mad!

BENI TO

Who calls the kettle black? Have you such little respect for
your husband.

MARGHERI TA
I oved ny husband and well you know it.
BENI TO
| did not know that. And you have no guilt?
MARGHERI TA
What !
BENI TO
Did you really | ove hinf
MARGHERI TA
How dare you ask!
BENI TO
Did you?
MARGHERI TA
O course.
BENI TO
I have ny doubts.
MARGHERI TA
You who woul d have forced himout of the country.
BENI TO
He was ny | awyer.
MARGHERI TA

That’s now history.
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And you who now want to expose himas a cuckol d.
MARGHERI TA

A cuckol d!
BENI TO

You do not have a conscience! You whine about your Jew sh
persecution, you now dangle rosaries, and yet you woul d
shame your husband. He treated you |ike a queen!

MARGHERI TA
Many say you treated ne |like a queen, and | ook at ne now.

BENI TO
Let us save your husband’s reputation about your
i ndi scretions.

MARGHERI TA
My indiscretions!
BENI TO
And t here have been many.
MARGHERI TA
You call our relationship infidelity.
BENI TO
VWhat el se?
MARGHERI TA

He was well aware of what was goi ng on.

BENI TO
Oh? | held himin higher respect than that.

MARGHERI TA
The hell you did! Isn’t the seducer now pitying the dead
aggri eved husband. Comc, alnbst. Maybe surreal. You now
weep for a man dead 16 years.

BENI TO
Because his wife has no pity!
MARGHERI TA
What are you getting at! How about ny |ove and ny honor?
BENI TO
You can have bot h.
MARGHERI TA

Howl

44.
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BENI TO
You have in your possession certain |etters which could shane
hi m before the entire world. You once knew soneone naned ||
Duce?

MARGHERI TA
Wi ch one?
BENI TO
The one who once conmtted adultery.
MARGHERI TA
Once! For a man who has seduced t housands of wonen, and
fathered at |east five knowmn illegitimte children.
BENI TO

They don’t count. Here | betrayed a friend.

MARGHERI TA
For 14 years before his death. Such renorse! Suddenly.

BENI TO
And your conscience is clear!

MARGHERI TA
Cesare well knew what was goi ng on, and he never once
obj ect ed.

BENI TO
But did he want the whole world to know?

MARGHERI TA
The whole world did know.

BENI TO
A brave man. A discreet man. So we nust keep his honor
alive.

MARGHERI TA
I have.

BENI TO
How?

MARGHERI TA
What are you getting at?

BENI TO
Corrado Al varo.

MARGHERI TA

The Cal abrian Witer?
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BENI TO
There is only one Corrado Al varo!

MARGHERI TA
VWhat about him

BENI TO

He doesn’t |ike nme and he was a nmenber of your salon.
Wt hout ny approval .

MARGHERI TA
A lot of other anti=fascits were also a part of that group.
BENI TO
In certain quarters..and even your Anmerican ones,,,they say
that Il Duce and all the Fascists weren't enough to keep

Margherita Sarfatti satisfied..That she had to fall back on
the artists for additional satisfaction...

MARGHERI TA
You now call nme a slut! (She throws a copy of his biography
at his head.

BENI TO
I said no such thing,

MARGHERI TA
You bast ard.

BENI TO
Sl ut!

He sl aps her.

MARGHERI TA
St op.

BENI TO

Don’t you ever do that again.

He grabs her and hol ds her closely.
subm ts and enbraces him

MARGHERI TA
Satan gets his way.

BENI TO
Only because | want what is best for everyone.

MARGHERI TA
VWhat !

She
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BENI TO
For Italy, for Margherita, for Il Duce.. for the
Jews...(gazing at the rosary he sees in the roonmfor the
Catholics. | hold the ship together.

MARGHERI TA
And what have you done for Catholics?

BENI TO
| gave them a hone. You would never know that it was | who
created Vatican city.. And they have never ceased to
criticize nme. And they would do nore if they could possibly
get awnay wth it. (He grabs rosary)Wat are you doing
wWth a Rosary in this house. Have you gone nad.

MARGHERI TA
I never thought | would see a Rosary in Il Duce’ s hand.

BENI TO

But not for long. (he pulls the rosary apart and the beads
fall all over the floor.)

MARGHERI TA
It was given to ne by the Holy Father. You brute!
BENI TO
(Pi cking up each bead.)
This is for the way they treated ne in boarding school. This

one is for the fat friar who expelled ne, and the other one
who touched ny testicles....This one is for THE BROOM who
gives rosaries to Jew sh converts.

MARGHERI TA
St op!
BENI TO
Why! The Broom | oves you nore than anyone el se.
MARGHERI TA
Because |’ m a convert?
BENI TO
No. He |ikes your noney. | renenber when you were anti-
clerical. We nocked the bastards together.
MARGHERI TA
You are mad.
BENI TO
You call ME nad.
MARGHERI TA

It is 2:15 a.m You nust return to your quarters.
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BENI TO
G ving orders?
MARGHERI TA
Doesn't HE still call you at 3 every norning. | still can
not utter that nane.
BENI TO
How di d you renenber?
MARGHERI TA
You had better hurry.
BENI TO
No one tells Il Duce what to do. You're interested in
Htler' s welfare too.
MARGHERI TA
Only yours.
A knock is heard at the door.
Margherita opens it and speaks briefly
to someone.
MARGHERI TA
You're driver is here. An early call from Berlin.
BENI TO

| npossible. He’'s at his summer residence.

MARGHERI TA
Conme back..w th ny passport. (Hands hi m hat)

BENI TO
| shall be back in a short while. (Exits)

The phone rings and she puts it down
after realizing no one is on the
recei ving end.

Mar gherita then goes to drawer and
slowy takes out a knife. She exam nes
it thoroughly. A knock is heard on
front door.

MARGHERI TA
Just a nonent. (she puts the knife back into the drawer)l|
Duce? (No answer) Il Duce? (No Answer)

The door cones open and Kl emrer enters.

KLEMVER
Buon G orno, Signora Sarfatti. | have returned.
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MARGHERI TA
Go away.

KLEMVER
Did you ask Il Duce about ny presence?

MARGHERI TA
| did not. Leavel

KLEMVER
I will take you to your flight.

MARGHERI TA
VWhat do you want from ne!

KLEMVER
Hear ny case?

MARGHERI TA
No!

KLEMVER

W do not have tine
She hears a knock.

MARGHERI TA
Who is it?

JAMES BULLOCK
Janes Bul | ock.

MARGHERI TA
Pl ease come in.

He enters and seens aghast when he sees
Kl emmer .

KLEMVER
Good evening, Sir, ny nane is Major Klenmrer.

JAMES BULLOCK
Let ne return some other tine.

MARGHERI TA
Pl ease rennin.

KLEMVER
Yes, M. Bull ock.

JAMES BULLOCK
How do you know ny nane?
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KLEMVER
A well known American journalist.
MARGHERI TA
Surprising indeed. | nust excuse nyself. (Exits)
KLEMVER
(Shouting out)You nust cone later. | think Signora Sarfatti
may want to see you again. (To Margherita). Making a deal ?
MARGHERI TA
A deal ? Wat kind of a deal
KLEMVER
Per haps you m ght have sonething to say to him
MARGHERI TA
CGet out!
KLEMVER

I have an offer to nmake you. Do you want to get out of the
country?

MARGHERI TA
No, I wish to remain here
KLEMVER
You were ready to depart before Il Duce arrived. Al of a
sudden you wish to renain
MARGHERI TA
| have changed ny mnd. | amstaying. And what in the hel
do | have to gain fromcomng with you?
KLEMVER
You can | eave the country. |’mon your side, Signora
Sarfatti. And | can nake you an even richer woman.
MARGHERI TA
For what !
KLEMVER
I can make you an offer.
MARGHERI TA
At three AM
KLEMVER
My client is willing to pay you two mllion dollars for the
letters.
MARGHERI TA

VWhat | etters!
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KLEMVER
Pl ease.
MARGHERI TA
| have no letters.
KLEMVER
Look at ne cl osely.
MARGHERI TA
| see you cl osely enough.
KLEMVER
Then you will recall who | am Wy are you not speaking
CGerman?. You speak so well. As | recall seven |anguages. |
only speak five.
MARGHERI TA

How do you know all this about nme? OCh, the papers. O the
Cerman and Italian intelligence agencies have prined you.

KLEMVER
You really don’t recall. The night you said you woul d never
forget. Renenber. You were quite passionate.
MARGHERI TA
| remenber no such neeting.
KLEMVER
Berlin, 1927.
MARGHERI TA
Twel ve years ago
KLEMVER
The Veneti an.
MARGHERI TA
| have stayed there.
KLEMVER

Many tinmes. And you preferred pink sheets.

MARGHERI TA
I don’t even recall who you are.

Klemrer pulls out a watch from his
pocket .

KLEMVER
Do you recogni ze this?
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She exam nes the watch, and recogni zes
it.

MARGHERI TA
Where did you get this watch?

KLEMVER
You gave it to ne.

MARGHERI TA

| gave this to a young German phil osophy student and arti st
sone tinme ago.

KLEMVER
| amthat student.
MARGHERI TA
(Exam ning his face closely) You resenble himonly slightly.
KLEMVER
I am now twel ve years and 40 pounds heavi er. And if you
still don’t believe nme, please recall ny one nost
di stingui shing feature.
MARGHERI TA

The bl ack scar behind the |left ear.

KLEMVER
Take a | ook.

She exam nes his ear closely

MARGHERI TA
You were not a Nazi then?
KLEMVER
Thi nk back. Qur discussions on Kant and Hegel ?
MARGHERI TA
Who cares. The whole world has changed.
KLEMVER
It was you who changed ne.
MARGHERI TA
| ?
KLEMVER
You' are renenbering?
MARGHERI TA
Yes. | regret what | did. It seens as if you were providing

much resi stance. You were a confirmed MarXxi st.
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KLEMVER
And you were the power behind Il Duce.

MARGHERI TA
Don't rem nd ne. \Wat brought the change in you?

KLEMVER
| got older. Then there was all that chaos, and he brought
order when order and national pride were badly needed in
Cer many.

MARGHERI TA
You are unaware of what is going on?
KLEMVER
| amaware. And it is painful.
MARGHERI TA
And as | recall, your nother was part Jew sh.
KLEMVER
(Angrily) ALIEl | AMIN NO WY JEWSH DON T YOU EVER SAY
THAT AGAI NI
MARGHERI TA
I will not.
KLEMVER
And why are you still here, or do you still love that man as
I ..
MARGHERI TA
| do not!
KLEMVER
Oh.
MARGHERI TA
Are you a Nazi ?
KLEMVER
| am
MARGHERI TA
Wth the abom nati ons!
KLEMVER

| had an outstandi ng converter. You.

MARGHERI TA
I recall no such thing.
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KLEMVER
| argued for socialismand the overthrow by the proletariat.
You said that was old hat and that Fasci smwas the new way.

MARGHERI TA
| thought-ah that is all the past. | have nade
m st akes..one which the world will never forgive ne for. I

was | ed a stray..and then even convinced the young and
i nnocent |ike you..

KLEMVER
Stop! | was neither young nor innocent when Countess Von
Oto introduced us. You gave ne ny triunph of the night.
Being with Miussolini’s uncrowned queen.

MARGHERI TA
That’s all | nmeant to you

KLEMVER
For one who can barely renenber ne..

MARGHERI TA
Your one ni ght stand!

KLEMVER
At first yes. And t hen. .

MARGHERI TA
| should throw you out.

KLEMVER

And then | cane to have feelings for you.

MARGHERI TA
Even though | was Jew sh?

KLEMVER
I did not know at the tinme, and only found out years |ater.
| amnot anti-Semtic now nor then nor ever.

MARGHERI TA
I am no | onger young, the years.
KLEMVER
I am now here to return the favor. And | still do have
feelings for you.
MARGHERI TA
Then you are not one of Il Duce’'s agents?
KLEMVER

| am not. You still doubt ne?
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MARGHERI TA
| don’t know. \What difference would it nake.

KLEMVER
Because ny consci ence has bothered ne for many years and |
have sonmething to return to you..which will prove for once

and for all that | amthat sane person. (Takes case out of
hi s pocket, and shows her a pearl neckl ace)

MARGHERI TA

Where did you get this? It’'s been m ssing for ages.
KLEMVER

| stole it fromyou that |ast night
MARGHERI TA

Bastard! This is the one Il Duce(catches herself)..
KLEMVER

(interrupting) My conscience is now clear. |It’s yours.
MARGHERI TA

| fired ny maid over this..
KLEMVER

I’msorry. But the anmends nake no difference to.
MARGHERI TA

No! Wiy did you steal
KLEMVER

| needed the noney. You said Il Duce gave themto you and |

t hought they..
MARGHERI TA

Wong. They were inexpensive..

A knock is heard at the door.
Mar gherita answers. Janes Bull ock
enters

MARGHERI TA
It’s 3 AM

JAMES BULLOCK
Have you heard the news?

MARGHERI TA
No.

JAMES BULLOCK
Your son’s body was found.
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MARGHERI TA
VWhat ?

JAMES BULLOCK
Turn on the radio.

MARGHERI TA
(She tuns it on)Wy are you interested in the welfare of ny
son’s remains, M. Bullock.......

JAMES BULLOCK
As a matter of human principal.

MARGHERI TA
And you al so want a story?

JAMES BULLOCK
| aminterested in your comrents. People would like to
know.

RADI O COMVENTATOR
And in other news, the remains of one of Italy's greatest war
heros, Roberto Sarfatti was discovered in the Italian Al ps.
Sarfatti died in a heroic air fight in 1918 at the age of

sixteen. The body wll be flowm to his famly. Il Duce has
decreed that he will receive the highest mlitary funeral..
KLEMVER
Can we be of any assi stance.
MARGHERI TA
Pl ease leave. | want to be al one.

They hurriedly exit. Margherita goes
to luggage and pulls out a photograph
of the scul ptured tonbstone she had
erected for her son.

MARGHERI TA (cont' d)
At last. An ending. At last. O is it?

She breaks down crying and then
col | apses on the couch. The phone
rings for a long tine.

SCENE 2

The next day. Margherita is asleep on
the couch. She is wearing the pearls.
A knock is heard at the door. Il Duce
opens the door and enters. Margherita
i s sound asl eep. He shakes her. She

sl oW y awakens.
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BENI TO
You sleep late this norning. Have you heard the news?
MARGHERI TA
If true?
BENI TO
If true! The bottle is enpty. Have you been drinking again.
MARGHERI TA
Is it really he?
BENI TO
You think 1'd fabricate a corpse? | heard about the
di scovery fromny staff.
MARGHERI TA

| waited twenty years for the body, and no sign. Your troops
searched for the bodies many tines during that period, and
yet no discovery. Suddenly, the body shows up during a

bi zarre.

BENI TO
And you think that I would stoop to that |evel?

MARGHERI TA
Yes.

He grabs her by the neck and begins
chocki ng her.

BENI TO
You bi tch!

MARGHERI TA
Stop, stop. | plead with you

BENI TO
The body is Roberto’s.

He pulls a disc fromhis pocket.

MARGHERI TA
VWhat is it!

BENI TO
H s nane disc. Take a | ook.

MARGHERI TA
(Exam ning closely) It is hel

BENI TO
As | told you. And this is also for you.(Hands her a box)
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MARGHERI TA

VWhat is it?
BENI TO

Open it.
She opens the box and pulls out a
rosary.
MARGHERI TA

VWhat is this for?
BENI TO

A repl acenent ?
MARGHERI TA

For what ?
BENI TO

You’' ve already forgotten? For the one | stepped on.
MARGHERI TA

The 1| Duce of old.
BENI TO

The same Il Duce. Read the inscription.
MARGHERI TA

“From his Holiness, Pius the Twel fth.
BENI TO

It is yours. He has given ne twelve rosaries to date.
MARGHERI TA

When can | retrieve the body.
BENI TO

He is being sent to your Il Sol do.
MARGHERI TA

The estate is closed.
BENI TO

Then where shall it be sent?
MARGHERI TA

Send it here.
BENI TO

H's burial siteis at | Soldi.

MARGHERI TA
Ti mes have changed. WII| he be given a mlitary funeral ?
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BENI TO
O course.

MARGHERI TA
When?

BENI TO
Several weeks, perhaps a nonth.

MARGHERI TA
Wiy so | ong?

BENI TO
Are you in a hurry?

MARGHERI TA
Yes! | am |l eaving the country!

BENI TO
Then you lied to ne!

MARGHERI TA
You knew from the begi nni ng!

BENI TO
O course | did. | could have you arrested.

MARGHERI TA
| can read it now. ‘Former Uncrowned Queen of Italy
Arrested”

BENI TO

On espi onage and ot her charges! Like the English say, the
charge is nore inportant than the crine itself!

MARGHERI TA
And why can | not |eave the country which now relegates ne to
second class citizenship. And mnd you, when this is al
t hrough, your opposition will never forgive ne. I ama
bani shed woman. | have been eyebal | ed out of society.

BENI TO
You dare to predict nmy downfall! \Wat | always thought. The
bi ographer predicts her biographee’ s downfall.

MARGHERI TA
A bi ography which you now say is superficial! Wat do you
want? 11 Duce!

BENI TO
Al of the papers which | entrusted to you and which were
never returned.
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MARGHERI TA
| do not have them

BENI TO
Why not!

MARGHERI TA

They were returned to you fifteen years ago. And besi des
there was nothing in there that hasn’'t already appeared in
newspapers a hundred tines

BENI TO
I have no record of it.
MARGHERI TA
Check with your vast bureaucracy.
BENI TO
And not hing of inportance!
MARGHERI TA
Not hi ng.
BENI TO

The Matteoti files are m ssing.

MARGHERI TA
They were returned! And | had nothing to do with that
dreadful nurder, and you know it!

BENI TO
Ha! You were well aware, and the blood is on your hands as
wel | as anyone el se.

MARGHERI TA
You suddenly care about a man you had nurdered 15 years ago!

BENI TO
I had nothing to do with it and you know it.

MARGHERI TA
Ha! Besides, just one nore nurder woul d not nake a great
di fference.

BENI TO

Any correspondence you may have in your possession?
MARGHERI TA

Such as?
BENI TO

Any matters of state.



61.

MARGHERI TA
None.
BENI TO
You had access to the correspondence.
MARGHERI TA
O fifteen years ago and returned to you. What do you want ?
BENI TO
| ask you the sane. Is it noney you' re after?
MARGHERI TA
Har dl y.
BENI TO
After all you are worth the equivalent of 5 mllion Anerican
dol | ars.
MARGHERI TA
Are you now i nsane! What can | possibly demand noney for?
BENI TO
The |l etters! The bi ographical material!
MARGHERI TA
Wiy would I want to sell thenf
BENI TO
MONEY! REVENGE! HUM LI ATI ON!
MARGHERI TA
Do what you will to ne. | DO NOT HAVE THEM
BENI TO
I have made a decision. THERE WLL BE A SLAUGHTER I N | TALY.
MARGHERI TA
Begi nni ng when?
BENI TO
Shortly.
MARGHERI TA

And how many do you intend to roundup?

BENI TO
Not many. In fact, just one.

MARGHERI TA
VWho!
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BENI TO
You!

MARGHERI TA
Do as you wll.

BENI TO
Life can be nade quite m serable for you

MARGHERI TA
Such as?

BENI TO
You will be arrested.

MARGHERI TA
For what ?

BENI TO

The headlines thensel ves woul d hang you. JEW SH Bl OGRAPHER
ACTS AS AGENT FOR FRENCH.

MARGHERI TA
You think the Italian people would be convinced by that?
BENI TO
Yes. After all you were privy to all that information.
MARGHERI TA
And then if the letters were to be reveal ed?
BENI TO
Ah!  So you do have the letters?
MARGHERI TA
Yes!
BENI TO
You wi Il never |eave this room
MARGHERI TA
So be it!
BENI TO
You will be arrested shortly.
MARGHERI TA
Go ahead!
BENI TO

Wiy will you not return the letters?
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MARGHERI TA
Because they are all | have of you.
BENI TO
Bl ackmai | er!
MARGHERI TA

Wiy would I want to bl ackmail ?

BENI TO
For the atrocities you perceive.

MARGHERI TA
What? A few love letters? Look, if you want themthat badly
| et us trade.

BENI TO
Trade?

MARGHERI TA
Return the letters | sent you

BENI TO
I don’t have them

MARGHERI TA
Did you discard then?

BENI TO
No.

MARGHERI TA
Where are they?

BENI TO
I don’t know.

MARGHERI TA
M ne too are |ost then.

BENI TO

Ah!  Have you trapped Il Duce?

MARGHERI TA
Just let ne out of the country!

BENI TO
Return what is not yours!

MARGHERI TA
Li kew se!
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BENI TO
Return them

MARGHERI TA
You're hurting ne.

Suddenly they find thenselves face to
face, and begi n kissing.

BENI TO

You can not separate yourself from ne.
MARGHERI TA

No, | can not.
BENI TO

Nor | you.

They begi n ki ssing again

MARGHERI TA
Care for nore w ne

BENI TO
Yes.

MARGHERI TA
Have you noticed the pearls | am wearing?

BENI TO
No. Should I?

MARGHERI TA
| guess not.
SCENE 3

Several hours later. Margherita and ||
Duce are lying on floor beside enpty
W ne gl asses and a bottle of w ne.

Il Duce is sound asl eep. Margherita
awakens. She | ooks at Il Duce, and
feels that revul sion she has towards
him She deliberately rises and wal ks
towards the credenza. She opens a
drawer and slowy pulls out the knife.
She | ooks up to the ceiling fearfully.
Il Duce continues sl eeping.

She |ies beside him. He turns severa
tines.



65.

She holds the knife to her side. She
tries to stab himseveral tines, but
finds that she can not do it.

DARK

Margherita is still awake, while |

Duce is sound asl eep. She keeps her
eye on him desperately wanting to stab
him She then pulls the knife up and
attenpts to stab himin the heart. |l
Duce awakens quickly and wests the
knife from her

BENI TO
Ah. A nurderess. Judith revived. | am not Hol of er nes,
however. | nust apol ogize to you for that.

(He twists her arm)

MARGHERI TA
You're hurting ne.

BENI TO
Accept ny apol ogies. But | have been observing you for two
hours. Il Duce never sl eeps.

Twi sts her arm even nore.

MARGHERI TA
You're hurting ne! Stop!

BENI TO
(Sm ling)You should not nmurder ne. A biographer shoul d not
mur der her bi ogr aphee.

MARGHERI TA
St op.

BENI TO
The question is: Should the biographee nurder the
bi ogr apher?

MARGHERI TA
St op!

BENI TO
Is the nurderess in pain?

MARGHERI TA
(Crying) Stop!

BENI TO

Are you the reincarnation of Judith?
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MARGHERI TA
No!

BENI TO
(Smling)And am | your Hol of ernes?

MARGHERI TA
(Crying) Pl ease stop

BENI TO

(Letting go and taking the knife). Ah, Vela. Wuld you have
nmurdered |1l Duce?

MARGHERI TA
No.

BENI TO
| believe you. This would not be good for Vela. This would
not be good for the Jews. Can you read the newspaper
headl i nes “JEW SH M STRESS ASSASSI NATES | L DUCE’? Not hi ng
coul d pl ease the CGermans nore.

MARGHERI TA
You won't let ne go?

BENI TO
Maybe shortly.

They ki ss.

MARGHERI TA
You' re the devil.

BENI TO

Here is the knife. Put it away. The letters and the other
papers?

MARGHERI TA
Here is the knife. Do as you w sh.

BENI TO
It’s your property not m ne.

MARGHERI TA
(Putting it away)Wuld you |like sonme coffee?

BENI TO
Just the letters. You nust have at | east a thousand.

MARGHERI TA
No. One thousand two hundred and seventy eight.
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BENI TO
Where are they.

MARGHERI TA
They are out of the country.

BENI TO
My agents will retrieve them Swtzerland?

MARGHERI TA
No.

BENI TO
\Wer e!

MARGHERI TA
Can | believe that a man who deens hinself the world's
greatest |eader will spend two days trying to retrieve sone
silly old love letters.

BENI TO
FOR THE HONOR OF | TALY, FOR THE HONOR OF MARGHERI TA, FOR THE
HONOR OF CESARE, FOR THE HONOR OF ROBERTO. Il Duce will do
anyt hing....

MARGHERI TA

Cesare is dead! Margherita s honor has al ready been
destroyed, let alone the humliation. And the Italy that has
survi ved thousands of invasions, civil wars, plagues and even
Il Duce can certainly survive a few |love letters.

BENI TO
Then why!
MARGHERI TA
If revealed to the world, the letters will show how rmuch of

your ideology and intellectual formation was due to the
i nfluence of a woman and a Jew

BENI TO
Let’s not get into that again.

MARGHERI TA
Your only concern is your prestige and the Rome-Berlin Axis.
Gven Hitler’'s anti-Semtism the appalling contradictions
wi Il make the you and the Nazis the |laughing stock of the
wor | d!

BENI TO
Per haps wi shful thinking on your part. (he begins departing)

MARGHERI TA
I still love you.
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BENI TO
Then return the letters. Do you need ny love to be in
writing?

MARGHERI TA
No. The letters are m ne.

BENI TO
And if | charge you with treason?

MARGHERI TA
The letters will be rel eased.

BENI TO
Then you really have |i ed!

MARGHERI TA
Yes. Partly for the love, nostly for the hatred.

BENI TO
Is there no honor anong us?

MARGHERI TA
And can you not trust nme with the letters?

BENI TO
No one is ever trusted

The phone rings, and Margherita picks
it up .

MARGHERI TA
That'sright. Thank you. Barring any obstacles | will be there

(Turning to Il Duce) Roberto’s body is ready to be taken to
North of Asiago My | go?

BENI TO
O course.

MARGHERI TA
Truly?

BENI TO
O course.

MARGHERI TA
Escorted. ?

BENI TO

Only if you wi sh.
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MARGHERI TA
Il Duce, for the last time. Wiy have you spent all this tine
her e?

BENI TO
To be with you as nmuch as to get the letters.
MARGHERI TA
You do have feelings for ne then?
BENI TO
Yes. This tinme you can go.
MARGHERI TA
Wth no letters in return?
BENI TO
Ri ght. Because | believe in ny heart you wll never dishonor
that Italian hero you are burying, nor Italy
MARGHERI TA
I know the rest.
BENI TO
There was anot her reason why | cane.
MARGHERI TA
Yes?
BENI TO

To do the right thing. You were dism ssed without notice. |
came to say good bye in a proper way to the one who gave ne
t he support | needed when | needed it.

MARGHERI TA
And dropped when conveni ent.
BENI TO
Do you want the rel ationship resuned?
MARGHERI TA
That woul d depend. .
BENI TO
No conti ngenci es. .
MARGHERI TA
They woul d never allow it and well you know it!
BENI TO
| can not give up Italy's alliance to preserve our
relationship. Italy cones before Il Duce, Margherita,

Rachel e, C ara, Cesare. . All
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MARGHERI TA
Let us have our |ast w ne together.
BENI TO
Shall | pour.
MARGHERI TA
Pl ease do.
Il Duce pours w ne.
BENI TO
And what gives you the idea that | will rel ease you?
MARGHERI TA

A nmurderer you are, and no one can verify that better than |
Much bl ood on your hands, but always with reason. A
sensel ess nurderer you are not.

BENI TO
Meani ng?
MARGHERI TA
That you are going to allowne to go to ny son’s funeral.
BENI TO
And t hen?
MARGHERI TA
And then | eave the country.
BENI TO
You overestimate ny humanity.
MARGHERI TA
But there can be honor anong us.
BENI TO
And?
MARGHERI TA
That the letters will never be released while you are alive.
And only perhaps after you are dead.
BENI TO
And if you die first.
MARGHERI TA

They can not be rel eased.

BENI TO
Then you expect honor anong us.
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MARGHERI TA
| do.

BENI TO
Then Vela, you wn.

MARGHERI TA
But | have lost all else. And we wll never neet again.

BENI TO
That is correct.

MARGHERI TA
One | ast drink.

BENI TO

One | ast dri nk.
They drink and ki ss.
MARGHERI TA

But before | go, there is one letter | have for you(She pulls
it out of her dress)

BENI TO

| can see fromhere that it is not ny witing.
MARGHERI TA

Look closer(Brings the letter closer to his eyes)
BENI TO

Rachel e’s writing.
MARGHERI TA

Yes.

He tries to grab the letters and she
pul | s back.

BENI TO
| want that letter.
MARGHERI TA
I will read it to you and then you nay have it to do with as
you woul d.
BENI TO
Read!
MARGHERI TA

Dat ed February 7, 1928.
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BENI TO
VWen | was ill?

MARGHERI TA
And | visited you

BENI TO
Rachel e was upset.

MARGHERI TA

And she expressed this in the letter, which I am giving you.
But et ne read you only the last line. “And because of your
shanel ess visit, he burned all the letters you have sent him
for the past seventeen years.”

BENI TO
Gve it to ne.

MARGHERI TA
And | believe she was telling the truth.

BENI TO
She lied. She could not have destroyed all those letters.
There must have been a thousand.

MARGHERI TA
Three thousand five hundred and seventy two letters. | had
to send three for each one you sent. You accused ne of
spending too much time with ny own husband and ny famly. |
was to be Il Duce’'s and only Il Duce’'s. And then you signed
the treaty of.

BENI TO

Stop. You will not dictate foreign policy.
MARGHERI TA

Where are they then?
BENI TO

I don’t know. And had she burned that many letters, she could
have set all of Rone on fire for the second tine.

MARGHERI TA
You have no justice. (beat)Sonehow, | think Vela is still in
your heart sonewhere.

BENI TO
Sonet i nmes.

MARGHERI TA

I wwsh | could say I w sh you the best.
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BENI TO
Il Duce is till in your heart. Then let us do the tango. They
i ke the tango where you are going. And you have no choi ce.

He pulls her to himand they begin the

tango, but Il Duce’'s steps are w ong.
MARGHERI TA
May | show you?
BENI TO
Li ke in 1911.
MARGHERI TA

The tango is nmuch nore interesting than socialism Let’s
begin. T-AANGO T-A-NGO

She | eads briefly and then Il Duce
| earns and takes over. They

passi onately tango for nearly two
m nut es.

MARGHERI TA (cont' d)
And does Il Duce notice ny white pearls.

BENI TO
Yes of course. You always wear nice jewelry. But should you
wear such expensive jewelry while travelling?

MARGHERI TA
| shall renove themwhen | |eave. And, yes, your letters do
have 97 unflattering references to Adol ph Hitler. Howtines
have changed! But the world will never see them
BENI TO
Thank you. (beat) Margherita taught me nuch.
MARGHERI TA
Let me get out of the dream | no | onger have a driver
BENI TO
You wi Il be driven.
MARGHERI TA
By the Nazi ?
BENI TO

I don’t know who you nean

MARGHERI TA
Kl enmer ?
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BENI TO
He is an inposter and bl ackmailer who was trying to get the
letters fromyou. He has been arrested.

MARGHERI TA
You' re telling the truth?

BENI TO
Wuld |l lie to you?

MARGHERI TA
Then who?

BENI TO

M. Bullock. An English driver.

MARGHERI TA
And one of your intelligence operatives?

BENI TO
(Smles and w nks) Arriverderci. (Begins to | eave and then
st ops.) And if you land in England, don’'t spend too much

time with Churchill. He reeks with al cohol and tobacco.
(exits)
MARGHERI TA
He doesn’t live in Argentina.
BENI TO
Renmenber, Vel a, you are his equal.
MARGHERI TA
Equal !
BENI TO
You will go down in history as the Jewi sh Mther of Fascism
MARGHERI TA

Fascismwi th racismis the world' s worst governnent. Fascism
W thout racismis the world' s best governnent.

BENI TO
Arriverdci, cara ma

Mar gherita goes to her purse and pulls
out a photograph of Il Duce. She
attenpts to tear it and realizes she
can not. Then she goes back to the
desk and pastes it together again. She
then notices a package whi ch had been
left by Il Duce. She opens it.
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MARGHERI TA
(To herself) Il Duce! Docunentation for M Sarfatti’s entry
into France!

EPI LOGUE
The stage is dark.

RADI O COMVENTATOR
And in Ronme, Margherita Sarfatti, onetine mstress,
confidant, and bi ographer of Benito Mussolini, died in Rone
at the age of 81, outliving her onetine |over by sixteen
years. Miussolini hinself was hung by his feet with his nore
fanmbus m stress, Clara Petacci,by his side in 1945 as they
tried to cross the Italian border.

BENI TO (O . S.)
And the letters, the letters! Mrgherita got themto

Anerica. They are still in a private vault in Philadel phia,
Pennsyl vani a today in 2003, and never to be released. After
all, Margherita really was a wonman of honor. Yes, she was.
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