Aim: Why did the US declare war against Britain in 1812?


I. Causes of the War of 1812
1. Reasons:

· Britain seized American ships 

· The policy of impressment on American sailors

· Resented Britain from the Revolutionary War 

· American ambitions to annex Canada and Florida


· Which is the real reason? 

· Maritime rights (rights of the seas) or territorial ambitions (expansion)

II. Important Events of the War (1812-1815)
1. The Burning of Washington D.C:

· British hoped that burning the capitol would have a psychological impact on the will of the Americans 

2. The Hartford Convention:

· Meeting of Federalist Party delegates from New England states
· They were opposed to the War of 1812

· The end of the war disgraced and disbanded the Federalist Party

3. The Treaty of Ghent:

· December 24, 1814 
· Great Britain and the US end the War of 1812

· Peace established on the “status quo ante bellum” (Latin: as things were before the war). 

4. The Battle of New Orleans

· General Andrew Jackson led a decisive U.S. victory 
· The battle was without military value
· The victory raised national morale

· Jackson became a hero 

III. The Results of the War of 1812
a. Growth of American Nationalism

· Rejoiced in their naval victories 

· The Star-Spangled Banner

· Growing spirit of nationalism

· “Second War for American Independence”

b. Strengthening of Isolation
· Americans turned away from Europe’s affairs

· Concentrated on the settlement of the West
c. Increase in Westward Migration
· New Englanders went west for jobs 

· safe for settlement
d. Encouragement of American Industry
· Increasing domestic manufacturing

· Businessmen invested in industry
e. The Disappearance of the Federalist Party
· The Federalists disapproved the war

· called it “Mr. Madison’s War” 

· 1814 Hartford Convention
· They hinted at secession

· Federalists were accused of treason and went out of existence
