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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Statement of Welcome 

We, the community of First Lutheran Church of Bothell, proclaim the message 

that the grace of our Lord is infinitely inclusive and that everyone is welcome. 

We believe that Christ calls us to reconciliation and wholeness in a world of 

alienation and brokenness.  

As a Reconciling in Christ congregation and as disciples of Christ seeking justice 

and reconciliation among all peoples, we at First Lutheran Church welcome all 

into the fullness of God’s love. We welcome everyone, without exception and 

regardless of sex, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity, 

physical and mental ability, age, or station in life. We recognize that each 

person is a unique creation of God, and through grace, a child of God.  

All are welcome at First Lutheran.  

All are welcome to worship, to hear the Good News, to receive the sacraments, 

and to share in fellowship and service. As members of First Lutheran Church, 

we pledge ourselves and our congregation to exercise our faith in Christ, 

treasuring one another’s similarities while embracing our God-given 

differences. We pledge that we will strive to live as a reconciling people, in our 

life together and in our outreach to the world. 

 

 Assisting with Today’s Service: 
Presiding Pastor:   Rev. Tor K. Berg  
FLC Intern    Pastor Liz Colver 
Organ / Piano:   Lucy Kay Osborne 
Funeral Coordinator:  Donna Hillard 
Sound Tech:    Ann Bormann 
Camera Tech:   David Osborne 
Usher:    Dan Bormann 
Reception Coordinator:  Nora Strothman 
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The Celebration of 
the Life and Resurrection of 

Melanie Lynn (Jensen) Veazey 
February 21, 2026 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Welcome in the name of Jesus, the Savior of the world. We are gathered to 
worship, to proclaim Christ crucified and risen, to remember before God our 
sister Melanie, to give thanks for her, to commend her to our merciful 
redeemer, and to comfort one another in our grief. 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Memorial donations may be made in Melanie’s name to the First Lutheran 
Church Endowment Fund or the Fred Hutch Cancer Center at Evergreen 
(website). 
  
  



 On Eagle's Wings (ELW 787)  
(Pastor Liz will sing verses; please join in on refrain) 

1. You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord, 
who abide in his shadow for life, 
say to the Lord, “My refuge, my rock in whom I trust.” refrain 

 

 
2. The snare of the fowler will never capture you, 

 and famine will bring you no fear; 
 under god's wings your refuge, 
 with faithfulness your shield.  Refrain 

3. You need not fear the terror of the night, 
 nor the arrow that flies by day; 
 though thousands fall about you, 
 near you it shall not come.  Refrain 

4. For to the angels god's given a command 
 to guard you in all of your ways; 
 upon their hands they will bear you up, 
 lest you dash your foot against a stone. 



 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his death. We 
were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live a new life. 
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be 
united with him in a resurrection like his. 

To you, O blessed Trinity, be glory and honor, forever and ever. Amen. 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, source of all mercy and giver of comfort, graciously tend those 
who mourn, that, casting all their sorrow on you, they may know the 
consolation of your love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
TIME OF REMEMBRANCE: We take time to tell Melanie’s story. We will hear 
from brother Bob Jensen and daughter Ganel Veazey. 
  



WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING: Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 
1 For everything there is a season and a time for every matter under heaven: 
 2 a time to be born and a time to die; 
 a time to plant and a time to pluck up what is planted; 
 3 a time to kill and a time to heal; 
 a time to break down and a time to build up; 
 4 a time to weep and a time to laugh; 
 a time to mourn and a time to dance; 
 5 a time to throw away stones and a time to gather stones together; 
 a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing; 
 6 a time to seek and a time to lose; 
 a time to keep and a time to throw away; 
 7 a time to tear and a time to sew; 
 a time to keep silent and a time to speak; 
 8 a time to love and a time to hate; 
 a time for war and a time for peace. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 23 
 1 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
  2 He makes me lie down in green pastures; 
 he leads me beside still waters; 
  3 he restores my soul. 
 He leads me in right paths 
  for his name’s sake. 
 4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 
  I fear no evil, 
 for you are with me; 
  your rod and your staff, 
  they comfort me. 
 5 You prepare a table before me 
  in the presence of my enemies; 
 you anoint my head with oil; 
  my cup overflows. 
 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
  all the days of my life, 



 and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD 
  my whole life long. 
 
SECOND READING: Philippians 4:4-7 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your gentleness be 
known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  
 
GOSPEL READING: 
37 Everything that the Father gives me will come to me, and anyone who comes 
to me I will never drive away, 38 for I have come down from heaven not to do 
my own will but the will of him who sent me. 39 And this is the will of him who 
sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me but raise it up on 
the last day. 40 This is indeed the will of my Father, that all who see the Son 
and believe in him may have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last 
day.”  
 
SERMON 
 
  



HYMN OF THE DAY: Healer of Our Every Ill (ELW 612) 

 
 
APOSTLES' CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, in holy baptism you have knit your chosen people together into 
one communion of saints in the body of Christ. 

Give to your whole church in heaven and on earth your light and your peace. 
God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection 
may die to sin and rise to share the new life in Christ. God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Give courage and faith to all who mourn, and a sure and certain hope in your 
loving care, that, casting all their sorrow on you, they may have strength for 
the days ahead. God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith, that, 
where this world groans in grief and pain, your Holy Spirit may lead us to bear 
witness to your light and life. God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Help us, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe and trust in 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection to life 
everlasting. God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

God of all grace, we give you thanks because by his death our Savior Jesus 
Christ destroyed the power of death and by his resurrection he opened the 
kingdom of heaven to all believers. Make us certain that because he lives we 
shall live also, and that neither death nor life, nor things present nor things to 
come, will be able to separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 



LORD'S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us out in peace. 
 
COMMENDATION 
Let us commend Melanie to the mercy of God, our maker and redeemer. 
 
Silence for reflection. 
 
Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Melanie. 
Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of 
your own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming. Receive her into the arms of 
your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious 
company of the saints in light. 
Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
May the silence of the hills,  
the joy of the winds,  
the peace of the fields,  
the music of the birds,  
the fire of the sun,  
the strength of the trees,  



and the faith of a little child,  
in all of which is God,  
go with you and be with you today and always. Amen 
 
SENDING HYMN: Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee (ELW 836) 

 
 
POSTLUDE 
  



With hearts full of gratitude for a life well-lived, we 

remember Melanie Jensen Veazey, who passed away 

peacefully at the age of 75 on January 23rd, 2026, in 

Kenmore, WA. Born in Seattle on February 21st, 1950, 

Melanie was the beloved daughter of Mary Bakun and 

Lester Phillip “Phil” Jensen. Her journey through life 

was marked by dedication, kindness, and a spirit of 

service. 

Throughout her career, Melanie embraced many roles, 

including teacher, police officer, and office manager at her family’s 

restaurant, Burgermaster. Her leadership and commitment eventually led her 

to take the helm of the business alongside her siblings, where she fostered a 

sense of family and community. 

Above all, Melanie was a devoted mother, grandmother, and friend. She 

cherished time spent reading, playing cards, sharing coffee with friends, and 

being surrounded by loved ones. Her involvement in her church and her high 

school reunion committee reflected her passion for bringing people together 

and nurturing lifelong connections. The outpouring of support during her final 

months was a testament to the many lives she touched. 

Melanie is survived by her daughters, Mary Veazey and Ganel Veazey, her 

grandson Mateo, her siblings Michele Simmons, Paula Ward, and Bob Jensenand 

her mother Mary Jensen. She was preceded in death by her father, Phil Jensen. 


