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image7.png
(OFF—sheep baaing and goats bleating in the distance. The disciples
hike up a small ridge in the direction of the sound. As they crest the
ridge, a mount with some trees on the side comes into view. Blocking
them is a three-and-a-half-foot-high stone fence, and a vast pasture
extends beyond. A haggard wooden sign with Aramaic on it stands in
front of the wall.)
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THADDAEUS: “No trespassing. Violators will be prosecuted.”

(A female goatherd tends her flock while watching the disciples.)
NATHANAEL: Shalom, shalom! We mean no harm, sister.
THADDAEUS: We’re here on friendly business.

(She approaches cautiously.)

NATHANAEL: Behind where you are, is that a good view of the Sea of
Galilee?

GOATHERD: Go away.

NATHANAEL: That’s not very friendly.
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THADDAEUS: Excuse me ... are you the owner?

GOATHERD: It’s closed to visitors!

LITTLE JAMES: It’s very important that we speak to him—

(Goatherd is totally uninterested. She wanders out of sight. Little James
and Thaddaeus share a knowing look, wry smiles.)

THADDAEUS: This is probably the spot.

NATHANAEL: What? Why? It’s completely repellent.

LITTLE JAMES: Exactly.
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Square Peg, Round Hole

We all want to feel like we belong. Literally every person on the face of
the earth desires to fit in—to be liked, included, and esteemed. We’re driven
by it, but it can get us into trouble since we tend to look for belonging in all
the wrong places (i.e., anywhere on planet earth).

Stick a pin in that.
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As we’ve been studying, there is tremendous
blessing in following Jesus. Knowing Him
gives life meaning and purpose, joy and hope.
But belonging to God’s kingdom actually makes
us foreigners everywhere else, because
choosing to follow Him means
leaving the world behind. 1t means
hearing, seeing, doing, and evaluating things in
a completely new way. And there’s the rub,
because once we belong to God, we no longer
belong here.

“Beloved, | urge you as
sojourners and exiles to
abstain from the passions of
the flesh, which wage war
against your soul. Keep your
conduct among the Gentiles
honorable, so that when they
speak against you as
evildoers, they may see your
good deeds and glorify God
on the day of visitation.” 1
Peter 2:11-12

Which would be fine but for the fact that we still live here.
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Your Turn

1. What and who are competing with your sincere desire to belong to God? In other
words, apart from Him, where do you long to fit in, and why?
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Not as the World Gives

« . . S .
Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, ‘Lord, how is Anyone can accept Jesus's lnvitation
it that you will manifest yourself to us, and not to follow Him. But just as Thaddaeus’s
o . N (a.k.a., Judas NOT Iscariot’s)
to the world?’ Jesus answered him, ‘If anyone question/concern indicated, not
loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father everyone will.

will love him, and we will come to him and

make our home with him. Whoever does not

love me does not keep my words. And the word that you hear is not
mine but the Father’s who sent me. These things I have spoken to

you while I am still with you. But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom
the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and

bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. Peace I leave

with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give
to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.””
John 14:22-27
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As indicated in the previous three Beatitudes, those chosen by Jesus are merciful,
purehearted, and peacemaking in their interactions with others. But the eighth Beatitude
indicates that those efforts won’t always be reciprocated by the world. Jesus warned His
followers to not expect mercy in return for mercy (Matt. 18:21-35). Or the absence of
duplicity in return for pureheartedness (2 Tim. 3:12-13; 1 Pet. 4:1-5). Or peace as a
result of their efforts to make peace (Rom. 12:14-18). But despite the somber news,
Jesus promised we’d receive something even better: the HOly Spirit and all the
resources that come with Him.
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And therein lies the belonging our hearts are truly longing for, because the world is a
tough place. Even when we do achieve happiness, it’s not permanent; our circumstances
are in a constant state of ebb and flow. What’s here today is often gone tomorrow,
which is why the blessings in the SOM are so encouraging—they’re eternal. They don’t
change or fade like absolutely everything else in our dying world. “Not as the world
gives do I give to you” (John 14:27) is a bit of an understatement (no offense, Jesus)
because, as we’re learning, the favor of God is not only what our hearts
truly lOIlg fOI', it’s what we’re made for. As the saying goes, we were created
with a God-shaped hole in our hearts that only He can fill—that the Holy Spirit does
fill. All other longings are misplaced; God is the One we desire. The problem is that we
don’t always know it, which is exactly what Judas Thaddaeus was referring to when he
asked, “Lord, how is it that you will manifest yourself to us, and not to the world?”
(John 14:22).
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Why do some people believe and others do not? Or more to the SOM point—why
will some of us believe and others will want to persecute us for it? To that end, how
could there be blessing in that?

And now we’ve arrived at the best part of the whole study.
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For Bible Nerds
(like us)

‘Who Want

to Know

Paul instructed the new churches in the southern
Galatian region that “through many tribulations we
must enter the kingdom of God” (Acts 14:22).

At first glance, suffering for doing good doesn’t
make sense. But the persistence of sin in the face
of God's goodness and righteousness is a common
response, so it shouldn’t be a surprise that people

also respond rebelliously against righteousness in God's people.

Peter also addressed the issue of being persecuted for righteousness in one of

his New Testament letters:
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“Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? But even if
you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of
them, nor be troubled, but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always
being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the
hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a good
conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good
behavior in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good,
if that should be God's will, than for doing evil” (1 Pet. 3:13-17).
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Your Turn

2. The Holy Spirit is easy to take for granted, which is perhaps why His presence sometimes seems
less exciting to us than the presence of worldly things like money, relationships, accolades, etc. But
according to the verses below, what eternal benefits does the Holy Spirit's presence bring about in our
earthly lives?
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“Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the
Lord is, there is freedom. And we all, with unveiled face,
beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed
into the same image from one degree of glory to
another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.”
2 Corinthians 3:17-18
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3. Read Galatians 5:22-23 and write down the fruits of the Holy Spirit in the blanks following question
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4. Why is the produce metaphor significant (i.e., does an apple tree ';try really hard” to grow aéplés)?
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4. Notice how the fruits of the Spirit correspond to the blessed statements of Matthew 5. Draw lines
connecting the fruits to the corresponding SOM attitudes produced in the followers of Jesus (note: there
are no wrong answers here!).
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Fruits of the Spirit

Blessed Are

The poor in spirit

Those who grieve

The meek

Those who hunger and
thirst for righteousness

The merciful

The pure in heart

The peacemakers

Those who are persecuted

a. God draws us
to Himself.

b. God forgives us
and indwells us.

c. God enables us to
have SOM attitudes
of the heart.

d. God pours out His
favor on those with
SOM attitudes.

In other words, God
does all the things.
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. A simple counting of the “blessed” statements in the
For Bible Nerds Beatitudes of Matthew 5:3-12 shows there are nine altogether.

(like ]]s) But both the eighth and ninth address persecution, and so the
ninth is something of an expansion of the eighth:
‘Who Want

to Know

“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice
and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they
persecuted the prophets who were before you” (Matt. 5:11-12).

Particularly helpful in this expansion of the eighth Beatitude is the explicit directive about
how to respond to persecution: “Rejoice and be glad.” Instead of the “happy” term makdarios

(Hakapiog), the expansion uses two different terms—chaird (xaipw) for “rejoice” and agalliad

(ayaMAidw) for “be glad.” These terms reconfirm for us the joyous nature of the Christian life,
even in the face of difficulty.
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Out of the World

“If the world hates you, know that it has hated me
before it hated you. If you were of the world, the

world would love you as its own; but because you

are not of the world, but I chose you out of the

world, therefore the world hates you. Remember the

word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater
than his master.” If they persecuted me, they will
also persecute you.”
John 15:18-20

The promise in the last Beatitude is an echo of the
first—like bookends. Because despite any grief we may
suffer this side of eternity on account of Jesus, His
followers can anticipate future joy with Him in heaven.

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven”
(Matt. 5:3).

+
“Blessed are those who are
persecuted for righteousness’

sake, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven” (Matt. 5:10).

Bookends

Furthermore, the promises of
Beatitudes 2-7 are all future
tense: “shall.” But the
bookending promise of Beatitudes
1 and 8 is present tense: “For

theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”
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Paul phrased it like this, “The Spirit himself bears
witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of
God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may
also be glorified with him” (Rom. 8:16-17).

So what’s the promise? The Spirit who lives inside us is the constant

herald of the very best news—His still, small voice in our ear repeating again
and again that we are God’s precious children, that this world is not our home, and that

our future is in a paradise called heaven. But our joy doesn’t merely reside in
anticipation of the future. In the bookending Beatitudes, the kingdom of heaven
already is for those who trust in Jesus. The kingdom of heaven is present on earth in the

lives of Jesus’s chosen people.
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And the knowledge of that changes everything! Because in the midst of our struggles
and grief and pain and even persecution for our faith in Jesus, W€ find His

heavenly kingdom is already here—the kingdom we belong to. And while our
new reality may indeed be invisible, even nonsensical to those who are perishing
(1 Cor. 1:18-31), here’s the truth that gives life and sustains life here on earth:
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The Lord our God—King of the
Universe and of our hearts—l‘eigns
over all things and all people for all time,

including the past, present, and future.
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«The Lorp will reign forever, your God, O Zion, to all
generations. Praise the LORD!”
Psalm 146:10

“So shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to

me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and
shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.”
Isaiah 55:11
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“The saying is trustworthy, for:

If we have died with him, we will also live with him;
if we endure, we Will also reign with him;
if we deny him, he also will deny us;
if we are faithless, he remains faithful—
for he cannot deny himself.”

2 Timothy 2:11-13

“Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in
heaven, saying, ‘The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of
our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and
ever.””

Revelation 11:15
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Which means He is our refuge cee
in times of heartache and fear and

need and persecution.
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“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, though the mountains be
moved into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and foam, though the
mountains tremble at its swelling. There is a river whose streams make glad the city
of God, the holy habitation of the Most High. God is in the midst of her; she shall
not be moved; God will help her when morning dawns. The nations rage, the
kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the earth melts. The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.”

Psalm 46:1-7
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“The LORD roars from Zion, and utters his voice from Jerusalem, and the heavens
and the earth quake. But the LORD is a refuge to his people, a

stronghold to the people of Israel.”
Joel 3:16

“No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and
he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will

also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.”
1 Corinthians 10:13




image35.png
«Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that
we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”
Hebrews 4:16
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So we can rejoice
in our freedom from sin and death, in
our restored relationship with Him, and

in our future home in heaven.
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Lesson 8
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“Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions,
and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt you.
Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but
rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”

Luke 10:19-20

“Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have also obtained
access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and W€ I'CjOiCG in
hope of the glory of God. Not only that, but we rejoice in
our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope
does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our
hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.”
Romans 5:1-5
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«Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. Let
your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; do not
be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts
and your minds in Christ Jesus.”
Philippians 4:4-7
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“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to
his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance
that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who
by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to
be revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, though now for a
little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, so that
the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that
perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and
glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”

1 Peter 1:3-7
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Because God has already won ...

and in Jesus Christ, the victory is ours too.
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In case you missed it, that was
one awesome sentence:

The Lord reigns, which means He
is our refuge, so we can rejoice
because God has already won!

“For the LORD your God is he who goes with
you to fight for you against your enemies, tO
give you the victory.”
Deuteronomy 20:4
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“What then shall we say to these things? If God
is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son but
gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us

all things? Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who
justifies. Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more
than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is
interceding for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger,
or sword? As it is written: ‘For your sake we are being killed all the day
long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.’ No, in all these
things we are more than conquerors through him who
loved us.”
Romans 8:31-37
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“So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our
inner self is being renewed day by day. For this llght momentary
affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory
beyond all COl‘IlpaI'iSOIl, as we look not to the things that are seen
but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient,
but the things that are unseen are eternal.”

2 Corinthians 4:16-18

“They will make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer

them, for he is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those
with him are called and chosen and faithful.”
Revelation 17:14
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Your Turn

5. In light of the preceding verses, describe God's favor toward those who are persecuted for
righteousness’ sake.
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6. In what ways has God been a refuge for you in times of trouble (even if you've failed to recognize
it until this very moment)?
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7. What are some specific reasons you have to rejoice, in spite of any difficult circumstances you
might currently be facing?
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haddaeus (ak.a., Judas, Son of James; a.k.a.,
Jude)

As with some of the

other apostles like .

. . a.k.a., NOT Judas Iscariot
Simon Peter and Levi
Matthew, Judas who betrayed Jesus

Thaddaeus had several

names. “Judas” was

common in the New Testament era, so it's no surprise
that two men among the twelve apostles shared the
name. The potential confusion was evident from the
beginning, so much so that John literally introduced
him as “Judas (not Iscariot)” (John 14:22). Luke called
him “Judas the son of James” (Luke 6:16; Acts 1:13),
but Matthew and Mark both used his Greek name,
“Thaddaeus” (Matt. 10:3; Mark 3:18).
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8. Reread Revelation 17:14 from the previous page. How does the King’s assured victory help you live
out your calling as one of His chosen ones?
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EXT. HIGH ROCK (DUSK)

(The sun is about to set. Matthew has fallen asleep among the tablets containing
the sermon outline. Sandals on rocky soil. Jesus approaching Matthew. He gently
shakes him awake.)

JESUS: Matthew.

(Matthew stirs, then sits up.)

MATTHEW: Yes, Rabbi.

JESUS: I've got it.

MATTHEW (rubbing his eyes): The opening?

JESUS: Yes.

MATTHEW: What is it?

JESUS: A map.
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MATTHEW: A what?

JESUS: Directions. Where people should look to find Me.

MATTHEW: Okay, give me a moment.

(Matthew takes a sip of water from a canteen and shakes himself to wakefulness.
While Jesus walks to the overlook that views the camp, Matthew grabs his
notebook.)

MATTHEW: I’'m ready.

(Jesus looks up at the camp. It's quiet.)

MATTHEW (CONT’D): Rabbi?

JESUS (4 pause. And then—):




image50.png
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

(We see Nathanael under the fig tree.)

Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.

(We see Andrew grieving the arrest of John the Baptist.)

Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.

(We see Little James and Thaddaeus tending the fire.)

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be
satisfied.
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(We see John and Big James right after Jesus named them the Sons of Thunder.)
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.

(We see Mary Mother putting a shawl over Mary Magdalene’s uncovered head.)
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.

(We see Thomas and Ramah exchange a look at the start of the journey with

Jesus.)
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And blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness” sake, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.

(We see Roman troops arresting John the Baptist.)

Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of
evil against you falsely on my account.

(Matthew glances up. A moment of understanding passes between the men.)

JESUS (CONT’D): Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven.
MATTHEW: Yes. But how is it a map?

JESUS: If someone wants to find Me, those are the groups they should look for.
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Prayer Focus

Talk to God about the prospect of facing persecution from the world due to your
commitment to Jesus. Tell Him about your fears regarding opposition and about any
actual occurrences when others have reviled you or persecuted you or uttered evil
against you falsely on account of your faith (Matt. 5:11). Thank the Lord that He has
chosen you to share in the kingdom of heaven on this side of eternity and that He has
given you the Holy Spirit as a Helper in times of trouble. Ask for His Spirit to empower
you to hold fast to the truth no matter what comes, to love your enemies and to pray for
those who treat you poorly ... and to experience even now the eternal joys of belonging

to His kingdom.
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Sample Prayer
Dear Lord,

Your Word says that hardship and
opposition are part of what it means to follow
Jesus, and I'm actually frightened by the idea.

Thank You that nothing can come my way without
first being measured out by You, and thank You that You
have already provided Your Holy Spirit to be my Helper.

Please help me remain faithful to You even when I'm
pressured and persecuted by those who (perhaps even
unknowingly) oppose the truth of the gospel. Help me
to lovingly respond to people, knowing that at one
time | too was opposed to You. Thank You for
rescuing me. Help me to experience Your joy

now as part of Your eternal kingdom.

Amen.
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Others mentioned in
Scripture who were named

“Judas”:

one of Jesus's brothers, who
was also the likely author of
the New Testament book of

Jude (Matt. 13:55; Mark 6:3)
a Galilean rebel (Acts 5:37)

a man in Damascus (Acts

9:11)

the letter carrier Judas

Barsabbas (Acts 15:22-32)

Little is known about Thaddaeus, and we hear
him speak only once in the Gospels when he asks
Jesus this question: “Lord, how is it that you will
manifest yourself to us, and not to the world?”
(John 14:22)—perhaps indicating his desire for
the salvation message to reach the whole world.
Tradition suggests that Thaddaeus ministered in
Syria in the city of Edessa, along the Euphrates
River, and in Armenia. He is believed to have
preached the gospel in the midst of pagan priests
and to have taken part in exorcisms.

His name is mentioned multiple times
alongside Simon the Zealot (Matt. 10:3—4; Mark
3:18; Luke 6:15-16; Acts 1:13), and some
traditions pair the two in ministry in Parthia
(modern-day Iran). Stories of their martyrdom
together include being clubbed to death and

sawn into pieces (ca. AD 72).
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Lesson 8

THE PERSECUTED

and the precious

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of

heaven.”
Matthew 5:10
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EXT. CHORAZIN PLATEAU (DAY)

(Little James, Thaddaeus, and Nathanael hike through the foothills.)
NATHANAEL: I think the knoll east of the NahalKur River looks
promising.

THADDAEUS: But it’s a knoll. He won’t be high enough for people to
see and hear Him.

LITTLE JAMES: And there are trees to the south that obstruct the view
of the Sea of Galilee—which He specifically requested.

NATHANAEL: Why does He need a view of the sea?

THADDAEUS: I think He wanted to be high enough up.

LITTLE JAMES: What about the hills north of Chorazin? There’s
plenty of height. His voice would carry.

NATHANAEL: It’s too steep of a climb.
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THADDAEUS: And the distance is too far for the people from Tiberias
and Magdala. He said He wanted to keep it within a day’s walk from
those cities.

LITTLE JAMES: Maybe we’re looking too far north.

NATHANAEL: What did He request? A grove of juniper or gum trees
on the backside where we could camp the night before?

THADDAEUS: It’s like He already knows the place.

NATHANAEL: Yeah, we just have to find it.




