L EAGUE

OF

WOMEN VOTERS ® OF E VANSTON

ThE InTErcOm
J ANUARY - F EBRUARY 2013

This Is Evanston – An Indispensable Guide to Our City’s
History, Government, Education & Community Services
– by Helen Gagel
I’ve just added the 9th edition of
This Is Evanston to my collection of
the League’s series of community
guides, going back to the first
edition in 1949. Researching,
writing and publishing this guide is
one of the League’s most valuable
services to our community. And at
just $5 a copy, it’s a bargain!
(L-R) This is Evanston Team: Joan Linsenmeier,

historians, activists, writers and
artists. No. 7 (my copy is
undated) appeared in the 1980s,
and No. 9 followed in 2000.
Besides chronicling the changes in
local government (remember
when we had 18 aldermen?)
and a community institutions over
time, my TIE library reflects the
influence of the women’s movement:
Early editions list the editorial
team as “Mrs. [husband’s name].”
In 1970, they were listed by first
name/last name with husbands’
names in parentheses. Starting in
1976, editors were listed by their
own names.

My TIE collection includes a
Jessica Feldman, Gloria Callaci, Elizabeth Hayford
yellowing, earmarked and underlined copy of the 1965 edition, a
For your copies of This Is Evanston contact:
required text for Reporting II
Betty Hayford at ehayford@gmail.com
students at NU’s Medill School of
Gloria Callaci gicallaci@aol.com
Journalism (my beat was civil
or Susan Black at seblack451@gmail.com
rights and community organizaCongratulations to the 2012 team
$5.00 each
tions). The 5th edition, published
for an outstanding addition to the
in 1970, came to me as a houseTIE bookshelf. Help the League
make it a local best-seller by buying copies for yourself, your
warming gift from Gertrude Silver, a neighbor who was then
friends and neighbors (especially newcomers), and suggesting
League president. The 6th edition appeared in 1976, and I was
privileged to serve as editor, working with a remarkable team of
local organizations that might be interested in group purchases.

Local Elections On Tap for April
– by Mary Morris
April 9, 2013 is the date of the consolidated election in
Evanston and suburban Cook County. Municipal offices
up for election are Mayor, City Clerk and City Council
members. Township offices to be elected are Supervisor and
Assessor. Voters will elect members to school boards for
Districts 65 and 202. Also up for election are trustees for
Oakton Community College and independent park districts.
As of the December filing deadline, there were contests for
alderman in two wards. In District 65, four candidates
had filed for four open seats, while in District 202 eight
candidates had filed for four open positions.
Deputy Registrars are asked to make sure their appointments

are current. The appointments expire on November 30
of even-numbered years. To get an oath, go to the Cook
County Clerk’s website below. You can fax or mail it in
once you have filled it in. The person who handles deputy
registrars at Cook County is Jonathan Williams.
Voter registration forms and audit sheets for voter registration
are available from Mary Morris by e-mail or phone at:
550morris@live.com or 847-475-5572.
As always, the League will be active in organizing candidate
forums. Information will be sent out via e-mail blasts. In the
meantime if you have any questions regarding forums,
please contact Kate Julian by e-mail or phone at:
kmjulian2@aol.com or 404-895-6522.

www.cookcountyclerk.com/elections/registertovote/Pages/DeputyRegistrar.aspx

President’s Letter
Gearing Up to celebrate 100 Years of Women Voting in Illinois –
As we watched the HBO film “Iron Jawed Angels” on December 1 at the Evanston
Public Library, it was the beginning of our efforts to raise community awareness
about the valiant efforts suffragists made to obtain the right to vote for women.
Parallels were drawn to the work of Abraham Lincoln to abolish slavery 60 years
before women won the right to vote. It is no small miracle that the film “Lincoln”
opened in theatres as we approached the beginning of 2013, the 100-year
anniversary of Illinois women winning the right to vote.
As this Intercom goes to press, “Lincoln” has been nominated for several Golden
Globe Awards. It will no doubt be high on the list of Academy Awards nominees as
well. Any awards it wins will be well-earned. Yet, what the early suffragists endured
gave women a basic right to speak with their own voices and express their opinions
to choose their elected officials. No awards were given for the bravery and tenacity
exhibited by these women. What lessons can be drawn from these experiences?
Can a new generation of young women and men discover the importance of civic
engagement? It was evident at Northwestern’s Center for Civic Engagement (CCE)
when Betty Hayford and I visited with CCE’s Associate Director, Robert Donahue in
November. Mr. Donahue was totally enthusiastic when he was handed a copy of
This is Evanston and helped us brainstorm about ways we could create additional
exposure about the publication. He suggested he might use it in his upcoming class
in the winter quarter—teaching students about their community and how they might
become more involved. In addition, a new Northwestern intern will assist our
100 Years of Women Voting committee to organize and plan our events.
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On December 6, League members had the incredible fortune to hear Jennifer
Friedes, Emmy-nominated writer of “Iron Jawed Angels” at our new member
welcoming celebration at the John Evans Center. It was the perfect opportunity for
all members of the League to visit with each other in a beautiful setting, and to be
enriched by Ms. Friedes’ presentation. It is so critical that we spark the fire of
engagement in our new members and other people in the city of Evanston.
What will you do in 2013 to contribute to this effort?

Nominating Committee
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Off-Board Appointments
Webmaster Mary Lewis
Intercom Newsletter
Helen Gagel Julie Winsberg
Office Coordinator
Katy Compere Pendleton

The 9th edition of This is Evanston is making a new impact on residents of Evanston.
Our 2013 celebration of 100 years of Illinois women voting is moving at a fast pace —
we have a short time frame to finish planning our activities. If you would like to help
with the 2013 celebration, contact Cate Whitcomb catewhitcomb@comcast.net.
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As the year ended, people all across the nation were once again in shock as a result
of a shooting spree at an elementary school in Newtown, Connecticut that killed
26 children and their teachers on December 14. In October, the League heard
from Mayor Tisdahl about our own community's outrage at violence against young
people and steps are being taken by community leaders to reduce the gun violence
in Evanston.
At this time of year, as the emphasis is on joy and happiness, let there be an even
greater emphasis on peace and tranquility. May we always remember the efforts of
those who preceded us in fighting for democracy and may we never shirk our
responsibility to be engaged members of our community.
Wishing you the very best in the New Year!

Susan

THE INTERCOM is the newsletter of the
League of Women Voters® of Evanston

“Friend”
League of Women Voters
of Evanston
on Facebook!
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Lake michigan LWV Annual meeting report
– by Elizabeth Kinney
The annual meeting of the Lake Michigan League of Women Voters (LMLWV) took place on Sept. 28 and 29, 2012 in Michigan
City. Attendees came from leagues in the four states with Lake
Michigan borders: Illinois, Indiana, Michigan and Wisconsin. The
LMLWV informs member local leagues as to matters affecting the
Lake Michigan watershed and, as appropriate, takes positions on
issues concerning the Great Lakes.
The keynote speaker for the conference was Jared Teutsch,
Water Policy Advocate of the Alliance for the Great Lakes. The
Great Lakes contain nearly 20% of the earth’s surface water and
provide drinking water for more than 40 million people. The
Alliance for the Great Lakes was formed in 1970 to promote clean
water, sustainable water use and ecosystem restoration.
Emerging threats to the Great Lakes include: invasive species,
untreated municipal sewer overflows, nutrient runoff, petroleum
and pharmaceutical pollution, and fuel discharges, such as by
the S.S. Badger. The Alliance takes action by first developing
information on the issue, then engaging the public through
outreach efforts, including forums, then advocating positions,
such as a recent program to protect and restore wetlands along
the Illinois-Indiana coast, and monitoring the results. Similarly,
it seeks to educate communities about the importance of
compliance with the Great Lakes Compact (an agreement among
8 states and 2 Canadian provinces to protect water quality
and levels in the Great Lakes). He encouraged the audience to
continue to be advocates on policy issues through activities like
educating their communities (including offering the K-12
curriculum, Great Lakes in My World, to local schools), joining
local beach clean-ups and restoration efforts, networking with
other Great Lakes groups, and enlisting the support of corporations. Just as his generation grew up to value the concept of
recycling, he hopes that groups like the LWV will be able to
educate today's youth to value and conserve water.
After Jared's speech, Jeanette Neagu, President of Save
the Dunes and a League member, gave a presentation on the
problem of Combined Sewer Overflows (CSO) in the Great Lakes.
Eighteen communities in Indiana discharge untreated sewage
into the waterways that feed Lake Michigan - more than any other
state in the watershed. In 2011, 18.7 billion gallons of water
bypassed sewage treatment plants and flowed into the rivers
and waters of the Great Lakes. She said that green infrastructure
helps to contain the overflow as well as retention ponds. She
encouraged League members to visit their sanitary district
and learn about CSOs in their community and then educate

community members about the problem. She encouraged us to
support tax increases to solve the problem as well as to plant rain
gardens, use rain barrels, disconnect your home’s rain spout from
the sewer system and to refrain from washing dishes or clothes or
taking a shower when it is raining.
Judy Beck, Lake Michigan Manager for the Environmental
Protection Agency, and a member of the League, spoke about
the impact of the Clean Water Act on the Great Lakes. In the
1960s when it came into effect, alewives were all over the
beaches and eagles were not reproducing. The alewives have
been removed. When it was learned that the eagle’s eggs were
full of pesticides, regulations were put into place to limit their
introduction into the Great Lakes. Forty years later eagles have
returned to Milwaukee, Indiana and the Cook County Forest
Preserves. In 2012 the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement was
updated and signed. It covers climate change and ecosystem
objectives. Among the things that need to be improved is the
level of nutrients in the lakes because the lack of nutrients leads
to dead spots. Also, due to climate change, water levels are
going down and, as a result, toxic algae are washing up on the
beaches. Further, as a consequence of the warmer winters, there
is less ice and more water is evaporating and not sinking in and
refreshing the ground water. She encouraged us to learn about
the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative and to appear at hearings
concerning water usage locally. She believes that citizens can
really make a difference. To learn more about Lake Michigan, the
LMLWV has a PowerPoint presentation that local leagues may
request.
Saturday's meeting included a panel consisting of Kim Ferraro,
from the Hoosier Environmental Council, who spoke about
"Environmental Justice." She works with residents of areas highly
impacted by pollution in three phases: Phase I is to teach local
citizens how to collect data on air and water quality. Phase II is to
educate the citizens to be advocates for their own environments.
Phase III is to provide communities with resources for long-term,
systematic changes in order to improve their environment.
Eric Neagu, an environmental consultant with Weaver Boos in
Chicago, who grew up in Michigan City, spoke passionately
about the need for people to work with their local industries, and
governments as partners to address environmental concerns.
Finally, Jim Smith, from the Indiana Department of Environmental
Management, spoke about the progress in restoring the Grand
Calumet River. His focus is on the removal of invasive species as
well as removal of toxic sediments from industrial discharges.
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LWVE Opportunities
for community Involvement

Graduated Income Tax: Key to

LWVE Office needs Volunteer Staff
Would you like to start 2013 by joining the elite corps of volunteers
who staff the LWVE office? You would be on duty one week out of
six. During that week, you would monitor the LWVE phone and
email from your own phone and computer. This involves responding
to messages or forwarding them to the appropriate person. On
Wednesday morning you will spend a few hours in the LWVE office
at the Morton Civic Center recording deposits and checking mail.
Training and support provided. For more details, contact
Katy Pendleton: katypen@att.net or 847-328-1936.

by Kathy Tate-Bradish

Many thanks to Virginia Rosenberg for her participation as an office
volunteer the past four years and her previous service as President
of LWVE. She is retiring from office duty, but still hopes to attend
LWVE meetings.
Programs for Evanston Youth
As Mayor Tisdahl stated in her remarks at our October luncheon, it
is important that the Evanston community have in place a variety of
programs for young people in order to channel their energy in
constructive directions. She noted that it was particularly important
to engage youth ages 13-18 and 18-25 year olds. Two community
meetings have been held to address this concern and others are
planned. The League of Women Voters of Evanston could partner
with other community groups to work on the development of such
programs for our youth. If you are interested in working on this
potential project, please either send an e-mail to Elizabeth
Kinney at ekinney56@sbcglobal.net, putting Evanston Youth
Programs in the heading, or call the League office at 847-866-7844.

Reducing the Illinois Budget Deficit?

You might be surprised to learn some of these facts about
Illinois’ budget deficit:
1. Spending did NOT cause the deficit problem.
2. Illinois cannot fix its problem with cuts ALONE.
We must increase revenue.
3. The problem CAN be solved with comprehensive
tax reform.
4. Illinois residents should be taxed fairly to keep
up with a modern economy, but our current flat
tax is neither fair nor efficient.
5. A graduated income tax will NOT hurt the
economy but will actually help it.
6. Our state constitution requires that we have a
flat income tax, so to rectify that problem and
move to a graduated income tax we need
to amend our state constitution.
7. The LWV is front and center on this important
issue for Illinois. Look for educational programs
and tips on what you can do to help with this
initiative in upcoming state and local League
print and online publications.

candidate Forums
An important part of the League’s nonpartisan voter service activity
is to organize candidate forums. If you’d like to be involved in
forums leading up to the April election, please contact Kate Julian
by e-mail or phone: kmjulian2@aol.com or 404-895-6522.

In the meantime, if you have questions or would like to
be involved in this effort, contact Kathy Tate - Bradish at
ktbus@sbcglobal.net or 847-733-0741.

Gloria Callaci, Chris Nieuwsma, Cheryl Wollin at new member reception

Rita Morgan and Iona Beller at new member reception
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Jim Kenney Analyzes 2012 Election results
– by Elizabeth Kinney
Common Ground Executive Director Jim Kenney
spoke about the recent election at our November
28, 2012 monthly event. As to the presidential
election, he noted that Barack Obama won by
over 4 ½ million votes, while Mitt Romney got
47% of the vote. He reminded us that George W.
Bush lost the popular vote in 2000 but, nevertheless, claimed a “mandate.” The Electoral College numbers were
332 for Obama and 206 for Romney.

with a 231 to 201 majority. Interestingly, in both
the House and the Senate races, the Democratic
candidates received more votes, but the Republicans won more seats due to the way the voting
districts were drawn. Kenney noted that the
“retention” rate was about 90%.

Heading into the campaign, some observers predicted Republicans would take control of the Senate. However, two Democrats
won unlikely contests, Jon Tester in Montana and Heidi Heitkamp
in North Dakota. With two independents, Bernie Sanders
of Vermont and Angus King of Maine, caucusing with the
Democrats, the Dems have a 55 to 45 majority in the Senate.

While conventional wisdom suggests that the
Republicans have a demographics problem,
Kenney believes that they also have a values problem. He stated
that they are wrong on the issue of immigration, especially the
DREAM Act, and questioned the value of a wall between the
United States and Mexico, because it will require the seizure by
eminent domain of millions of acres of private property. He said
that the DREAM Act would provide a gradual approach to
citizenship with education and training. Kenney pointed out that
former President George W. Bush was a strong supporter of a
gradual path to citizenship for undocumented immigrants.

Republicans retained control of the House of Representatives,

With regard to the youth vote, Kenney told us that post-election
continued on page 6

mayor Tisdahl Addresses Gun Violence in remarks to the League
– by Elizabeth Kinney
Evanston Mayor Elizabeth Tisdahl spoke at the League’s monthly
luncheon in October. She began her talk by decrying the recent
senseless acts of violence created by easy access to guns,
specifically the murder of Dajae Coleman, an ETHS student, on
September 22, 1012. It shocked the family, his friends and the
community. She reported that the alleged killer had been
arrested, thanks to information provided by community members.
Mayor Tisdahl noted that crime had decreased in recent years, and
that this past summer 8,000 young people participated in
recreational and jobs programs--more than ever before. However,
she said that more must be done and that guns had to be gotten
off the streets. She mentioned a gun “buy back” program that is
in the works (this program has since been implemented). However,
community members will need to let the City know where the
guns are. In this regard, the police department has established a
confidential text tip messaging system.
According to the Mayor, more than 450 people attended the
October 2, 2012 community meeting held at FleetwoodJourdain Community Center after the murder of Dajae Coleman.

Parents and community members came up with suggestions,
goals and initiatives to reduce violence and engage two key age
groups of Evanston youth: 13-18 year olds and 18-25 year olds.
All the suggestions will be collated and put on the City’s website.
In order to help the 18-25 age group, the Mayor has asked
Oakton Community College to set up training opportunities
in Evanston, and it has agreed to do so. The City is also
collaborating with the YWCA, YJC and Y.O.U. to develop an
outreach program, and a grant (to be managed by Y.O.U.) was
recently received for $500,000 to do so. The Mayor will also
begin meeting periodically with members of this age group as
she currently does with high school students.
With regard to the City’s relationship with Northwestern
University, she pointed out that President Shapiro had hired
Kristine Perkins to work full-time at ETHS on the STEM
education partnership program. STEM stands for: science,
technology, engineering and math. This program is designed
to assist with the education of students in these critical areas.
In conclusion, Mayor Tisdahl stressed that the City and
Northwestern University work well together as do the City and
the community.
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constitution contest: The Winners Are. . .
In collaboration with Evanston District 65
social studies teachers, the League once again
sponsored the Constitution Contest, an exercise
in civic engagement that encourages students to
consider what the Constitution – particularly the
Bill of Rights – means to them. The contest was
open to all 7th graders, who could use the written
word, performing or visual arts to answer this

question: “What Amendment in the Bill of
Rights is Most Important to You? Why?”
Winning entries will be on display at the Joseph
E. Hill Education Center on Friday, January 25.
The exhibition opens at 6:30 pm and the awards
ceremony follows at 7:00 pm. Stop by and show
your appreciation for the students’ efforts.

FIrST PLAcE

SEcOnD PLAcE

WInnErS

WInnErS

Written Word
Ellie Rogers
Performing Arts
Laila Sauer
Visual Arts
Lara Kosar
Emma Stein

King Lab
Nichols
King Lab
King Lab

Written Word
Violet Kuner
Performing Arts
Yonit Slater
Visual Arts
Flora Block

Nichols
King Lab
King Lab

ThIrD PLAcE

WInnErS
Written Word
Sienna Cash
Performing Arts
Mattias Amezquita-Fox
Drew Dawkins
Owen Meyer

Nichols
King Lab
King Lab
King Lab

Davis Patterson
Fritz Gallun
Jacob Wolner
Visual Arts
Sarah Hayat

King Lab
Nichols
Nichols
Nichols

Thanks to Michelle Jordan for once
again organizing the contest,
and to our 15 volunteer judges:
Iona Beller
Betty Brugger
Eleanora Diliscia
Nina Donnelly
Jessie Feldman
Betty Hayford
Diane Korling
Valerie Krejcie
Gretchen Livingston
Dorrie Lloyd-Still
Siobhan Murphy
Romy Ransom
Judy Rosenthal
Kathy Tate-Bradish
Connie Wood

2012 Election
continued from page 6
polls disclosed that there were two primary
reasons for their opposition to Republican
candidates. One was the party’s opposition
to science, such as evolution and climate
change. The other was the alliance of the
Republican Party with the far religious right.
Kenney predicted that eight formerly red
states (Colorado, Utah, Montana, Wyoming,
Nevada, New Mexico, Arizona and Idaho)
were moving toward purple due to the influx
of Hispanic voters. For further information,
he recommended Gail Collins’ book titled,
“As Texas Goes…”
Betty Hayford, Jennifer Friedes, Cate Whitcomb at new member reception

League of Women Voters of Evanston

ThE InTErcOm

6

LWVE calendar At A Glance
Tuesday, January 22
Check-In: 11:45 am / Luncheon: 12 noon
“Eat, Drink and Be Prudent:
Food and Water Sustainability” (LWV Glenview)
Sheri Latash, Henrietta Saunders, and Joan Ziegler
Koi 624 Davis St, Evanston (details right column)
Friday, January 25
Exposition: 6:30 - 7 pm / Awards Ceremony: 7 - 8 pm
LWVE U.S. constitution contest Awards ceremony
Joseph Hill Education Center
1500 McDaniel Avenue, Evanston
Saturday, February 9 8:30 am - 3:00 pm
LWVIL Issues Briefing
University Center Lake Room, 525 S. State St, Chicago
Registration: www.lwvil.org/ticketsIB2013.asp
Wednesday, February 13 12 noon
Dino robinson, Shorefront Location: TBA
monday, march 11 12 noon
Professor Beth Kelly, DePaul University
“Jane Addams” Location: TBA
Saturday, may 4 6:00 pm
LWV Evanston Education Fund Dinner
Evanston Golf Club (details right column)
Wednesday, may 22 5:30 pm
2013 LWVE Annual meeting
James L. King Home 1555 Oak Avenue, Evanston
Friday, June 7 to Sunday, June 9
LWVIL State convention in Bloomingdale, IL
All programs are free unless otherwise noted.
For more information call 847-866-7844
or visit Calendar Updates at: www.lwve.org

A warm winter welcome
to our new members!
Marc Beem
Diana Durkes
Rose Johnson
Beth Karlin
Graham Jordan
Lucy Kleppel
Margaret Magie
Rita Morgan
Christene Nieuwsma

Eat, Drink and Be Prudent:
Food and Water Sustainability
On Tuesday, January 22, LWVE
will host a luncheon focused on
issues of safety and sustainability
in food production and distribution. Sheri Latash and colleagues
from LWV Glenview will explain
the relationship between food
sovereignty, food security and
food safety, and provide a review
of the strengths and weaknesses
of the current food labeling
programs. The meeting will be at
Koi Restaurant at 624 Davis Street, Evanston, and will include
lunch. Check-in begins at 11:45 am, and the cost of $20 can be
paid at the door. Parking is available at city garages:
Davis & Benson or Chicago & Church. LWVE members and their
guests are welcome. Reservations should be made by January 18
at the League office at 847-866-7844 or lwvevanston@att.net.

Save the Date: may 4th
2013 Education Fund Dinner
The League’s biennial community dinner doubles as a
fundraiser for the LWV Education Fund and a forum for
discussion of important local, state and national issues. Past
dinners have addressed such topics as protecting human
rights in times of crisis; the size, cost and effectiveness of
Cook County Government; the first 100 days of the Obama
presidency; reflections on 30 years of school desegregation
in Evanston; the use and misuse of political rhetroric; and the
present and future of the U.S. Supreme Court.
Our 2013 event, to be held Saturday, May 4 at the Evanston
Golf Club, 4401 Dempster Street in Skokie, will once again
have a political theme. This year the focus is on the changing
role of money and media in our political discourse. Noted
Chicago journalist Laura Washington is our moderator, and
discussants include Cynthia Canary, former director of the
Illinois Campaign for Political Reform. More news to come in
our next issue. Mark your calendar now for a stimulating
evening with proceeds going to a good cause. The Ed Fund
Dinner Committee is soliciting items for the silent auction
tables – if you have an item or service to donate, please
contact Gloria Callaci at 847-491-1969 or gicallaci@aol.com.
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MovementSolutions

Physical Therapy & Sports Performance
Lance Labno, PT, DPT, LMT
Physical Therapist and Owner

tel (847) 372-3816 | fax (847) 810-0302
350 Linden | Wilmette, Illinois 60091
lance.labno@gmail.com | www.movement solutions. com

home. community. Friendships.
Where we live, how we live and who
we share our lives with - they are all a
matter of choice. Is there any reason to
give up those choices as we get older?
Keep your options open with North
Shore Village, a member- driven
organization for older adults who
want to “age in place.”
Join us at an informal
coffee to learn more.
Helen Gagel, Executive Director

847-721-1413
www.NorthShore-Village.org

nOrTh ShOrE
A rETIrEmEnT hOTEL
Carefree Retirement Living in the
Heart of Downtown Evanston
1611 Chicago Ave Ph: 877-778-6879
www.RetirementHotel.com
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Observers Summary
Library Board: December 19, 2012
League observers are our “eyes and ears” at the City Council and
the boards, commissions and committees that set policy and
direction for the City. If you’d like to learn the nitty-gritty of local
government, being an observer is a great way to start. Call
Jessica Feldman, Observer Chair, at 847-864-2199 for more
information. Thanks to Library Board Observer Cheryl Wollin for
this summary of the December meeting.
Public comment: Marcia Mahoney, President of the Evanston
Library Friends, noted the closing the previous weekend of
“The Mighty Twig” at Main and Chicago. She noted that 75%
of the collection had been disbursed (about 3,500-4,000
books). (See “New Business” below for discussion of the Library
Board assuming responsibility for a Main Street area location.)
Library Director’s report: Karen Danczak Lyons handed
out samples of the new logo for EPL, which covers all types
of communication, not just books. Marketing efforts include videotaping some library programs (especially authors & hot topics) and
putting them on ECTV network. She has hired a new Latino
outreach worker, as well as a new community outreach worker. She
made a presentation to the Evanston Community Foundation, and
later received a solicitation for $1,000 to support the Evanston 150
program. The library board seemed stunned to be asked for
money when they themselves were trying to raise money. They
decided to politely decline the request.
At a meeting with the city transition team, Karen was notified
that the city would release allocated but unspent funds from
2012 to be used for CAMS (Chicago Ave. Main Street) branch.
The exact amount of money was unknown at this point, but
could be as much as $500,000.
There was discussion to empower the Executive Committee
to make decisions between board meetings. There was
opposition to giving that power without specific parameters.
After lengthy discussion, it was decided to put this item on
the agenda for the next meeting.
Finance committee: Leora Siegel, treasurer, reported that the
investment committee is doing very well with a return of 7.2%.
They were saddened by the Dec. 5th death of Carl Godman, one
of the committee members. The search for a replacement begins.

Facilities committee: Sergio de los Reyes said that some
electrical work was needed at the North Branch. Sites on the West
Side were still being investigated, and there was still a 5,000
square-foot library space in the plans for a new Robert Crown
Center (although when that would happen was unclear to all.)
new Business: cAmS Two major issues required very lengthy
discussion. 1. negotiate a six month, renewable lease in
the former “Mighty Twig” location at 900 Chicago Avenue.
2. The commitment by Evanston Library Friends to raise
$75,000 by Dec. 31 and the remaining $75,000 by July 1.
They had not raised the first $75,000, but the City’s change of
heart on releasing the 2012 allocated but unspent funds
changes everything. One trustee stated that they should not
make decisions “based on opportunity, not planning.”However,
other members felt that this was money that could be spent on
CAMS alone.
At this point, Trustee Diane Allen brought up the lease issue.
She (a broker) had reviewed the lease, and found that it was a
one-year lease and not tenant-friendly. Trustee Allen stated her
view that the landlord held all the cards, and there was no
renewal option. She also had safety concerns about the
location of the shared restrooms with Subway. They were not
locked when she visited the site. (Marcia Mahoney of ELF
asserted this is not an issue, the restrooms are locked, and that
a staff or volunteer accompanied a child to the restroom.)
Lengthy discussion ensued as the board reconsidered their previously voted-upon conditions. A lease meeting was scheduled
the next day--would the City cover their insurance and liability?
Could they change the “funding trigger”?
Finally the motion was made to use philanthropic funds, 2012
money allocated but unspent released by the City, and other
funds not budgeted to fund CAMS. The “other funds” could
be grant money. The motion passed 6-1 (de los Reyes opposed)
Meeting adjourned at 9:07 pm.

mission Statement
The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan
political organization, encourages informed
and active participation in government,

Development committee: Margaret Lurie reported that the
Fund for Excellence had raised $56,000 so far, but that three
more large gifts were expected soon. (The library director’s
report included news of an unexpected bequest of $125,000
from the estate of Allen Howard.)

works to increase understanding of major
public policy issues, and influences public
policy through education and advocacy.
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