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“Which Messiah?” / Matthew 17:1-9
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Today is Transfiguration Sunday, the day we mark one of the most amazing events in human history.  Just before our passage, in chapter 16, Peter confesses Jesus as Messiah.  Just after this, Jesus predicts his betrayal, death, and resurrection.  
Six days later, an amazing event – the Transfiguration. Matthew 17:1-2: Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a high mountain, by themselves.  2 And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became dazzling white.  
The Greek word is metamorpho, which means, “to be changed in form, to be transformed.”  It’s where we get our word metamorphosis.  The Greek word describing Jesus’ clothes is the same word to describe the golden glare of sunlight.  
Truly, this is an awesome event.  
Put yourself in the place of the three disciples.  You’ve been traveling, living, and working with Jesus for three years: you’ve heard the parables, seen the miracles, demons have been cast out, folks have been healed, thousands have been fed, and he even walked on water!
Then one day, you go up on a mountain, and he and his clothes shine like the sun!   
Verses 3-4: Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him.  4 Then Peter said to Jesus, "Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will make three dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah."  
Mark explains Peter’s words in his Gospel – he adds, “He did not know what to say, for they were terrified.”   If I had been there, Matthew would have written, “After Jim regained consciousness…”  
Bottom line? They were terrified.  
Some have suggested this event was made up to make Jesus more impressive.  If this was fiction, do you think the authors would have Peter, a future leader in the Jerusalem Church, saying what he said?  Certainly they would have him saying something more profound. 
Verses 5-6: While [Peter] was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice said, "This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!"  6 When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear.  
Again, like I would have done, they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear.  
Verses 7-9: But Jesus came and touched them, saying, "Get up and do not be afraid."  8 And when they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone.  9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, "Tell no one about the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead."
Tell no one – this is what scholars call “the Messianic Secret.” This topic has been debated for over 100 years.  Many times in the gospels, after a healing or some other dramatic event, Jesus tells either the one healed or others not to say anything.  Scholars believe Jesus did this was because he did not want people to be attracted to him for the wrong reasons.  
Who here would have kept silent?  In some cases, it was pretty obvious someone had been healed – a paralyzed man was able to get up and walk, a blind man could now see.  
How could you remain silent?  Why not tell everyone?  Jesus and his clothes were shining like the sun!  Not only that, he was talking to Moses and Elijah!  And out of a cloud came a voice, and it was God himself!

Again, imagine you have just seen this event.  Be honest – this is the Messiah we’ve been looking for, right?   This guy shines like the sun!  He speaks with Moses and Elijah!  God calls him his Son! 
That’s the Messiah for me!  

NO!  
As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus instructed them, “Tell no one about the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”
And what has to take place before this Son of Man is raised from the dead?  
He has to die!
The Son of Man has to die for the sins of the world! 
God has to give his only Son over to death – and why? 
John 3:16-17: For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.
OF COURSE we know that Jesus is God, and we know that he is sitting on the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  We know he shines like the sun.  We know he will come again on the clouds of heaven.  
And do we know all this because of the Transfiguration? 
My friends, the true meaning of the earthly glory of Jesus can only be fully realized and understood

Only, only, only in the context of the Cross.  

Only in the context of the Cross does any of this become truly amazing and glorious.  
Only because of the suffering and sacrificial death of the Beloved Son of God does this event become truly awesome.  
Only when Jesus cries out, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” does this phenomenal event truly have any meaning. 
Only because of the Cross do we have any reason to live at all.
So which Messiah is your Messiah? 
The one who does impressive things, like healing folks, raising the dead, turning water into wine, or feeding thousands?  
The one who shines like the sun and talks with Moses and Elijah? 
The one whom God calls his Beloved Son?

This Messiah is very attractive, and is easy to follow.  Who wouldn’t be attracted to such a tremendous person?
Or, is your Messiah the one who…

· Left his heavenly throne, 
· Came to earth to live among us, 
· Was betrayed by those he loved, 
· Died for you and me, 
· Was raised on the third day, and 
· Now sits at God’s right hand?
And will one day return to judge us all?

Which Messiah is your Messiah?

