Aim: Why did the U.S enter WWI?

I. Causes of World War I

1. Militarism: 

· countries were building large armies and navies 

2. Alliance Systems: 
· system of secret alliances pulled countries into any struggle
3. Nationalism:   

· nationalism created hatred in pre-war Europe

4. Imperialism:

· competition for colonies 
5. Anarchy: 
· there was no organization to preserve the peace

II. The Spark of World War I
· June 28, 1914, Archduke Franz Ferdinand, and his wife were assassinated by Serbian nationalists 

· Gavrilo Princep a member of the Black Hand was responsible 

· Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia

· Russia declared war of Austria-Hungary 

· Germany declared war on France and Russia 

III. Alliances

a. The Central Powers 

· Germany/ Austria-Hungary/ Ottoman Empire and Bulgaria

b. Allied Powers 

· Great Britain/ France/Russia/Serbia

· Italy, Japan and other countries
IV. The United States Reasons for War

· August 1914 the U.S declared Neutrality

a. Alliances

· The U.S was loyal to France and Britain because we were trading partners 

b. The British Blockade

· Warring countries blocked neutral ports

· Americans were upset over interruption of freedom of the seas

c. German U-Boats

· A German U-boat sank the Lusitania 
· It killed 128 Americans

· American public opinion turned against Germany 

· March 1916 Germany sank the Sussex 

· Germany stopped unrestricted submarine warfare for one year

· Germany ignored the U.S call for peace

d. The Zimmerman Telegram

· The telegram proposed an alliance between Mexico and Germany 
e. Unrestricted Submarine Warfare

· German U-Boats sank four unarmed American merchant ships

f. Withdrawal of Russia

· Bolshevik Revolution of 1917 

· signed the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk

· pulled Russia out of the war

· United States could claim that this was a war of democracies against brutal monarchies
V. Schenck v. the United States

· Charles Schenck printed 15,000 copies of a pamphlet 
· It opposed U.S. involvement in WWI

· He was arrested but said he was protected by the First Amendment 
· He was convicted and sentenced to 6 months in prison
· This case set the "clear and present danger" precedent

· This claimed anything causing a clear and present danger can be punished

