Hope UCC Weekly Update: January 11, 2026
There is always something happening at Hope UCC, so we thought we would add a weekly
announcement feature to the bulletin that is mailed and emailed out to everyone. This
Weekly Update will provide you with announcements, information, and updates on all that
is going on in our community — at church and beyond.

Save the Date for Hope’s Annual Meeting on January 25

Please plan to stay for Hope UCC’s Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 25 following worship. We will
discuss and vote to approve Hope UCC’s 2025 Annual Report and our 2026 Proposed Budget. These
will be available for preview prior to the Annual Meeting. All are welcome to stay for the meeting:
EVERYONE has voice in these meetings, however, members of Hope UCC may vote. Reports for the
Annual Report are due to Connie in the church office by January 18th. Thank you!

New Ministry Opportunity! Monthly Dinner at Christian Care

For the past few years, Hope UCC has prepared and served dinner for our neighbors at Christian Care
on the 5" Sunday of the month. After witnessing the importance of this program and discerning our
ability to increase our participation in it, we are excited to be able to now provide dinner on the 3™
Sunday of the month, beginning January 18. We will have a sign up sheet available for volunteering for
this great opportunity. We have lots of information about recipes for a crowd and our 2026 Mission and
Outreach budget has increased to reflect this ministry and the costs associated with it so that
ingredients for the meal will be covered. Thank you for hearing God’s Spirit calling you to care for our
neighbors!

Welcome to Our Friends from World Relief Citizenship Classes!

Beginning this month, we are thrilled to welcome a group of neighbors into our building who are working
on their US Citizenship. Through a program offered through World Relief QC, this free class provides
the preparation to find success in achieving US Citizenship. World Relief QC provides the teacher
(Anita — she’s wonderful!) and the materials, and our church will provide the space and possibly
volunteers to help Anita and her students with some conversations to help overcome language barriers.
Classes will be held in the Conference Room on Mondays and Wednesdays from 5:00 P.M.-7:00 P.M.
each week.

Reel Theology January 9: Train Dreams

Join us to watch and discuss the beautiful and critically acclaimed film Train Dreams. Based on Denis
Johnson's beloved novella, Train Dreams is the moving portrait of Robert Grainier, a logger and railroad
worker who leads a life of unexpected depth and beauty in the rapidly-changing America of the early
20th Century. This film is rated PG-13; all are welcome to join for this evening of fellowship and
conversation. If you would like to eat together before the film, please bring your own dinner at 5:30.
The film will begin at 6:00 with the discussion and dessert to follow. All ages are welcome

Ruth Circle: January 19th at 1pm
Ruth Circle will be meeting Monday, January 19 at 1pm in Fellowship Hall. All women of the church
are invited to come and enjoy food, fun and fellowship.




As always, if you note any
inaccuracies  or  missing
birthdays of any friends or
members, please do not
hesitate to let the office know,
and we will correct and update
our information in  an
expeditious, speedy, quick,
prompt, swift, and efficient
manner.

January Birthdays

David Ward January 02
Walter Lysell January 08
Marcia Free January 14
Dorothy Burdick January 25
Becky Newton January 28

Carolyn Jeanine Burke January 29




Hope United Church of Christ Moline, IL
Worship Bulletin January 11, 2026
Discovering the Gifts of God
The Gift of Identity

wOPE IGRoy Rev. Santina Poor, Pastor
Thank you for joining us for worship today.
We are glad you are here!
Because you are who you are,
you are welcome here!
*Those who are able, please stand.

January 11, 2026

D PRELUDE Breathe on Me, Breath of God Arr. Laurel Filzen Etzel

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

*CALL TO WORSHIP

One: A voice of power and majesty calls out to us:
| am your God; | have called you in righteousness.
Many: We are amazed that God knows us and calls us.
By God’s breath and spirit, we receive life.
One: God takes us by the hand and leads us.
In covenant with God, we extend tight to the world.
Many:Eyes are opened and prisoners are freed.
Justice and peace prevail, by God’s strength.
One: Worship with joy and give glory to God’s name.
Listen for the new thing God declares.
Many:We remember that we have been baptized.
May we live as those with whom God is pleased.

@ OPENING HYMN Lord God, Your Love Has Called Us Here

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION

Come, Holy Spirit, to dwell in us and among us. Make us more than dimly burning wicks,
that we might share enough light to make a difference in your world. Where there is injustice,
help us as we work to change the minds and hearts of those who benefit from it. Show us again
the new possibilities you have in mind for us. May we reflect your peace amid the frantic busy
pace of the marketplace. Amen.

¢ | *PRAYER OF CONFESSION

. | God of glory, we confess that our lives have not glorified you. God of justice, we admit
our complicity with systems of injustice. God of light, we are aware of the shadows
we create that keep others from seeing you. All-inclusive God, we repent of our narrow vision
and our tendency to exclude. Purge us of the idols that keep us from full commitment to the
way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.




*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

*SHARING GOD’S PEACE

' PASTORAL PRAYER/LORD’S PRAYER (debts)
‘_:Lﬁ One: The Lord be with you.

Many: And also, with you.

One: Let us pray: ...

With the assurance Jesus offers, together we pray the words Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who is in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For yours is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

HEBREW SCRIPTURE LESSON
Isaiah 42:1-9

1 Here is my servant, whom | uphold,
my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
| have put my spirit upon him;
he will bring forth justice to the nations.
2He will not cry out or lift up his voice
or make it heard in the street;
3 a bruised reed he will not break,
and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice.
4 He will not grow faint or be crushed
until he has established justice in the earth,
and the coastlands wait for his teaching.
5 Thus says God, the LORD,
who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people upon it
and spirit to those who walk in it:
6] am the LoORD; | have called you in righteousness;
| have taken you by the hand and kept you;
| have given you as a covenant to the people,
a light to the nations,
7 to open the eyes that are blind,
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness.
8| am the LORD; that is my name;
my glory | give to no other,
nor my praise to idols.
9 See, the former things have come to pass,
and new things | now declare;
before they spring forth,
| tell you of them.




NEW TESTAMENT

Acts 10:34—-43

34 Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 3% but in every
people anyone who fears him and practices righteousness is acceptable to him. 3¢ You know the
message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That
message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John

announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 3° We are
witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on
a tree, 4 but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to
us who were chosen by God as witnesses and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the
dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God
as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in
him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

*GOSPEL LESSON

Matthew 3:13—-17

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. * John would have
prevented him, saying, ‘| need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 'S But Jesus
answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he
consented. ® And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the
heavens were opened to him and he saw God'’s Spirit descending like a dove and alighting on

him. 7 And a voice from the heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom | am well
pleased.”

SERMON Known as God'’s Beloved
SERMON HYMN | Come With Joy NCH #349

INVITATION TO OFFERING

How can we share the message that God is impartial, that justice and peace are God’s intention for all
humankind? We combine our individual efforts through the church, joining in programs, projects, and
outreach that reflect God’s light into the world. Our gifts of gratitude are one way of sharing.

‘ Hope UCC thanks you for the gifts you share with this congregation. Your offering enables us
to live into our mission. Offering plates are located near the Sanctuary doors.

*UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION

L] We pray, O God, that our offerings delight you. We bring them to encourage all who work

‘iﬁ for justice and peace on our behalf, that they may not grow faint or be crushed by
opposition. May the oppressed find healing, the discouraged receive hope, and those who

are bound discover freedom, through and beyond our efforts. Amen.

@ *CLOSING HYMN Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song NCH #270




*BENEDICTION
One: The voice of power and majesty has spoken to us.
God gives strength and blesses us with peace.
Many: Though we are bruised reeds, we will not break.
Our dimly burning wicks will not be quenched.
One: We face another week with renewed strength.
The light we received will continue to shine.
Many: God has healed and forgiven us.
We believe God loves us and is pleased with us.
One: Let your lives testify to the goodness of God.
Ascribe to God glory and majesty and power.
Many: We ae witnesses from the baptized community.
God sends us out to embrace others in Christ’s name. Amen.

*POSTLUDE They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love

arr. Lee Ladensack

All music used by permission: One License # A-733028 & CCLI License #11387335

Serving in Worship Today: Reverend Santina Poor, Pastor Hope UCC

Liturgist: Marilyn Rada

Ministers of Music: Laurel Filzen Etzel, Greg Etzel

Accompanist: Mary Tallitsch

Greeter: Barb Hawotte

Fellowship Hour: Ken Curtis, Bob Morales

Audio-Visual Ministry: Jenny Hookey, Donna Werner, Bob Tallitsch, Kathy Hobson,
Bob Poor, Bek Svetlick
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349 I Come with Joy

Brian Wren, 1968, rev, 1982, 1994
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One of Brian Wren's most widely published texts, this hymn way Tune: DOVEOF PEACE R68.6.6.
originally written o “sum up a scries of sermons on the meaning Southern Harmony, /835
of comnunion. It tries to use simple words 1o suggest important Arr. Austin Lovelace, 1977
theological themes.”

Words Copyright © 1975 ek Copyright © 1977 by Hope Pedliniving Company



10

Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song 270

Carl P. Daw, fr, [982 Iz J8:04; Rom, 8:26; 12:4=5; John [5:]=5
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Carl P, Daw, Jr., weode thir text for The Hymnal 1962 Tune: BRIDEGROOM 27876
{Episcopal), and expressly for the fune Bridegroom. Borm and Peter Custr, 1068

educated in England, composer Pefer Citis har served as mnsic
director for chuerches tn Massachuieits and on the faculty of
Andaver Newion Thealogical School
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