EAST RANGE WATER BOARD

Annual Re-organization Meeting
Tuesday, January 3, 2023
4: 30 P.M. City/Town Government Center

Appointed Board Members for City of Aurora: Doug Gregor, Chairman of the Board,; David Skelton; Dennis Schubbe;

Appointed Board Members for the Town of White: Jon Skelton, Vice Chairman of the Board, Clark Niemi;

Other Team Members: Kimberly Berens (COA); Jodi Knaus (TOW); Wayne Thuringer (COA); Jim Gentilini (COA); Mike Larson (SEH);
Miles Jensen (SEH); Kevin Young (SEH); Mia Thibodeau (Fryberger Law); Shannon Sweeney (David Drown Associates);

AGENDA

1. Call to Order/Roll Call
2. Appoint Board Officers for 2023: Board Chairman, Vice Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer
3. Resolution 2023-001 — Rules of Procedure for the East Range Water Board
1) Set day, time, and place for Regular Board Meetings — 3@ Wednesday of each month @ 4:30 P.M.
2) Appoint Legal Advisors for 2023 — Fryberger Law Firm
3) Designate Legal Publication for 2023 — Mesabi Tribune
) Designate Radio Station - WEVE
) Designate Official Posting Area for 2023 — City/Town Government Center
) Designate Engineering Firm — Short, Elliott, & Hendrickson (SEH)
) Designate Insurance Agent — Jared Ahrens
)
)

(SN )]

Designate Depositor(s) for Water Board Funds — Northern State Bank — Aurora Branch
Designate Auditing Firm — Walker, Giroux, & Hahne
10) Designate Financial Advisor — David Drown Associates — Shannon Sweeney
11) Authorize the Treasurer and City of Aurora Clerk to issue certificates of indebtedness, when needed, and invest
funds as necessary
12) Approve pay schedule for Board Members - $30.00 per meeting
4. Other
5. Adjournment

O



EAST RANGE WATER BOARD

Resolution No. 2023-01

Resolution Adopting Rules of Procedure for the FFast Range Water Board, Designation of
Official Depositories, Designation of Collateral Authority, Designation of Official Newspaper, and
making further operational determinations and designations for the East Range Water Board, St 1Louis
County, Minnesota.

RECITALS

WHEREAS, the East Range Water Board with offices in the City of Aurora at 16 West 2™ Avenue North, Aurora
Minnesota 55705 (the “Board™) is the governing body of that certain joint powers entity which was created
pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 471.59, as the same may be amended from time to time (the “Aet”) and
the provisions of the Joint Powers Agreement (as it may be further amended and supplemented from time to time,
the “Agreement”) which was entered into on July 22, 2021 by and between the City of Aurora, Minnesota, a
municipal corporation under the laws of the State of Minnesota (“Aurora”) and the Town of White, a Township
duly organized in St. Louis County, Minnesota (“White”, and collectively the “Governmental Units™), and

WHEREAS, the Board upon properly posted notice is meeting in open public session at the Council Chambers
in City Hall in the City of Aurora, and has previously adopted Robert’s Rules of Order as its rules of procedure
for the conduct of its meetings and business, and hereby f{inds that such rules as previously adopted are sufficient
for this year and future years, and

WHEREAS, the Act and Minnesota Statutes Chapter 427, as cach of the same may be amended from time to
time, requires the Board to establish official depositories for Board and related City funds; and

WHEREAS, the Board has previously designated and now wishes to re-designate, depositories for Board and
related City funds which, pursuant to Minnesota State Statutes are required to be deposited in such manner as to
be sccured by deposit insurance, bond, or collateral; and further, that State Statute 118.01 requires approval of
collateral submitted for security and allows the Board to designate an official with approval authority, and

WHEREAS, State Statutes mandatc the Board to designate an Official Newspaper for the Board’s publication
of Annual Financial Statements, Board Proceedings, Notices of Official meetings, Resolutions, and other official
Board notices and that such newspaper must be a paper of gencral circulation in the Board’s Service Arca as
described in its adopted By-l.aws; and

WHEREAS, in the interest of disseminating public information, the Board designates a radio station as the
designated official radio station;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board hereby re-adopts the "Rules of Procedure” adopted
in 2022 as being those provided in Robert’s Rules of Order, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the day. time, and place for Regular meetings of the Board shall be the 3"
Wednesday of cach month starting at 4:30 p.m.. unless otherwise subsequently determined by the Board: and.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Fryberger Law I'irm of Duluth, Minnesota is hereby designated as the
Board’s legal advisors for 2023 unless subsequently terminated; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board hereby designates the Mesabi Tribunc as the Official Newspaper
“the Board for 2023 and the Secretary of the Board should publish all designated public notices in said
newspaper.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board hereby designates WEVE of Liveleth as Official Radio Station
for 2023.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the official posting arca for official notices of the Board shall be the notice
Board within the City/Town Government Center, at 16 West 2nd Avenue North, Aurora Minnesota 55705; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board hereby designates as its engineering firm for the Project, Short,
Elliott, and Hendrickson, Inc.; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board designates as its insurance agent and agency, Jared Ahrens of
the Ahrens Insurance Agency, Inc.; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board hereby designates the Northern State Bank of Aurora as official
depository of Board and related City funds and authorizes the authorized agents of the Board to deposit funds in
said institution only to the extent that the institutions have provided documentation of collateral in at least 110%
of the amount authorized to be deposited therein, and;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board designates the accounting firm of Walker, Giroux & Ilahne as
its auditing firm for 2023; and,

SEIT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board designates David Drown Associates acting through its employee
Shannon Sweeney as the Board’s financial advisory firm for 2023; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board designates the Board’s Treasurer as its authorized agent (o
approve collateral that conforms to State Statute guidelines submitted as sccurity for such Board and related City
funds, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that non-publicly employed Board members who arc not otherwise publicly

compensated are entitled to a payment at the rate of Thirty dollars ($30.00) for cach attendance at an official
meeting of the Board.

ADOPTED this 3" % of January 2023.

Doug Gregor, Board Chair
ATTEST:

David Skelton, Board Secrctary-Treasurer
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East Range Water Board
2023
MONTHLY MEETING SCHEDULE

3rd Wednesday of each month unless indicated different
4:30 P.M.
City/Town Government Center

Tuesday, January 3"
Wednesday, February 15%
Wednesday, March 15
Wednesday, April 19"
Wednesday, May 17"
Wednesday, June 21°
Wednesday, July 19"
Wednesday, August 16"
Wednesday, September 20™
Wednesday, October 18"
Wednesday, November 15"
Wednesday, December 20%



EAST RANGE WATER BOARD
Regular Meeting
Tuesday, January 3, 2023
City/Town Government Center

Appointed Board Members for City of Aurora: Doug Gregor, Chairman of the Board,; David Skelton; Dennis Schubbe;
Appointed Board Members for the Town of White: Jon Skelton, Vice Chairman of the Board,; Clark Niemi;
Other Team Members: Kimberly Berens (CON); Jodi Knaus (TOW); Wayne Thuringer (COA); Jim Gentilini (COA); Mike Larson (SETH);
Miles Jensen (SEH); Kevin Young (SI:H); Mia Thibodeau (Fryberger Law); Shannon Sweencey (David Drown Associates);
AGENDA
1. Call to Order/Roll Call
2. Consent Agenda:
a. Approval of December 21, 2022 Mceeting Minutes
b. Treasurer’s Report - Fund Balances: Interim Financing: $324,435.75; Biwabik Fund: $109,606.87;
Total: $434,042.62
¢. Approval of Disbursements
1. Fryberger Law Firm - $668.00
d. Correspondence -~ None
3. Lepgal Matters ~Updates Including but not limited to:
a.  Scenic Acres Land & Facility Title Clearance
b. Rosa lFasement Status
c.  Project Labor Agreement Review Status
d. Creation of New Legal Entity Timeline & Guidance -- FIN establishment, Checking Account, Accounting
A. Guests — No requests received
I'ngincering Updates - SEH
a.  Funding Initiatives & Cumulative Accounting - Updates by Mike Larson
bh. Engincering Work - Updates by Miles Jensen
1. January 2023 Status Report

i Draft Archacological I'nvironmental Review -~ Sent to SPHO
ii. Bat Nesting Sites - Tree Removal tabled to Spring
iii.  Technical Committee Meeting Updates
iv. I:mergency Water Service Interconnects Agreement Status Update

6. Community Outreach Plan - 15" publication sent to Last Range Timaes - atlached
7. Other Business
a. St James Pit & Current Water Plant updates - Jim Gentilini
8. Noext Mecoting Date: Wednesday, February 15, 2023
9. Adjournment



EAST RANGE WATER BOARD
Monthly Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, December 21, 2022
City/Town Government Center
4:30 p.m.

Appointed Board Members for City of Aurora: Doug Gregor, Chairman of the Board; David Skelton; Dennis Schubbe;
Appointed Board Members for the Town of White: Jon Skelton, Vice Chairman of the Board; Clark Nicmi;
Other Team Members: Kimberly Berens (COA); Jim Gentilini (COA); Mike Larson (SEH); Bob Rutka

AGENDA

1. A board meeting was called to order by chairman Gregor at 4:32 pm

2. Consent Agenda: Motion to approve by JS, supported CN, motion passed
a.  Approval of November 16, 2022 Meeting Minutes:
b. Treasurer’s Report - Fund Balances: Interim Financing: $325,103.75; Biwabik Fund: $109,606.87; Total:
$434,710.62
c.  Approval of Disbursemeants
i.  Duluth Archacology Center - §5,733.36
d.  Correspondence
i. Derek Lundquist - Minnesota Energy Resources Email - Request to be included in construction
meetings
MIOVED BY JON SKELTON, SUPPORTED BY CLARK NEIMI APPROVING CONSENT AGENDA AS
PRESENTED. MOTION CARRIED

3. Legal Matters —~Chair Doug Gregor

a.  Scenic Acres Land & Facility Title Clearance

b.  MN Department of Natural Resources Lease HLMISO10613 - Lease signed, payment sent, waiting for
executed copy;
MOTION BY DAVE SKELTON, SUPPORTED BY JON SKELTON TO INSTRUCT ATTORNEY TO MOVE
FORWARD WITH TITLE TRANSFER, MOTION CARRIED

¢ Rosa Fasement Status: [t is on Rosa to reach out to the Township

d. Project Labor Agreement Review Status: Gregor did not bring this up with Mia.

¢. Creation of New Legal Entity Timeline & Guidance - EIN establishment, Checking Account, Accounting:
Gregor talked with Mia, might be a step to take later.

A, Guaests - Nonoe

b, Engineering Updates
a. lunding Initiatives & Cumulative Accounting - - Updates by Mike Larson
i. PEAWIE Project Information Worksheet Submitted - Very important. Waiting on Bonding Bill in
January so the PEA has funding. Hoping tor $5-8 mil in grant and $5-8 mil in low interest loans
through tho PEA.
ii. The City or Aurora on hehall of the TRWR received Community Infrastructure Grant from IRRR in
the amount of S million for Phase T Fxpected to pei STomillion for phase 2 as well in lune/luly
of 2009,
e the City of Aurora on hehali ol ihe ERWE was awarded A million from Canmnmity Direciod
Spending s an carinar ke by [Kobuoebon and Siiih

b bnpmeetg Waoil apdaies i lodedbm packet romn Miles Ten o



6.

8.

i. Dcecember 2022 Status Report
1. Draft Archacological Environmental Review - Sent to SPHO
2. Bat Nesting Sites --Clark said no responsc
3. Technical Committee Meeting Updates; Jim G said no response yot
4. Emergency Water Service Interconnects Agreement Status Update

Comrmunity Outreach Plan
MOTION BY DAVE SKELTON, SUPPORTED BY JON SKELTON TO SUBMIT DAVE SKELTON’S WRITE-UP, WITH
ADDITION OF INTRO AND LINKS TO WEBSITES (TOW AND COA) TO THE EAST RANGE TIMES FOR PUBLICATION.

MOTION CARRIED

St. James Pit & Current Water Plant updates

a. Wateris 11.5” below flooding the pump house. Winter pumping is still a battle with DNR. Water plant
electrical issues so ran manually for a wecek.

b. Schedule Reorganization Meeting: Dave Skelton available Jan 2, 3, 4 before leaving for the winter.
IMIOTION BY DAVE SKELTON, SUPPORTED BY JON SKELTON TO HAVE BOTH THE REORGANIZATION
MEETING AND JANUARY BOARD MEETING ON JANUARY 3" 2023. OPEN ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING
FIRST, CONCLUDE AND CLOSE, THEN OPEN REGUALAR BOARD MEFTING. MOTION CARRIED

Adjournment
MOTION BY JON SKELTON, SUPPORTED BY CLARK NEIMI TO ADJOURN MEFTING AT 5:45 PV, MOTION

CARRIED



FRWRB - Interim Financing

Revenue

DATLE VENDOR ) SCRIPTION
Beginning Balance Independent Banlk im Financing 1,000,410.00
Ending Bulance s 1,000,410.00

Disbursements
DATE VENDOR - e DESCRIPTION o
: “Wetlands ) 3

|{y]g1_suhnu:(s S

- Todd Koneczny

i i

9/6/202.1 Huikljlif, Ijgs;s(:u@ l'odd Koneczny

o

s

i

ERWB Parcel

Louis County Auditor
Plan Review |

) Steve Thorp

1/26/2022 MN Dept, of Health

1/26/2022 MN Dept., of Health

Bu Imrwn Smith & Frederick
Walker, (nrnux & Ilnhno Review IPA, (J(‘n('ral d(munlmg,& reporting
ERWB Tasks 2.4

L s

i

Ui

If(yl)(:ri;r‘r,'Uurzlmnmvl, Smith & Frederick }
. LMCIT ) ()04 00 )

704.00

U A A A s

[ sl Ran[u\ Shopper 72.45
MN Dept. of lcalth 150.00
2 Sk || 7, //M 00
91 l()lll' County Land & Minerals S ‘)%() 52
Iryb(‘r[’or Buchanen, Smith & I'rederick S 8,(_){18‘44 )

22 Iryberger, Im(vhan(,‘n, Smith & Frederick

Duluth /\nlmmlog y Center
Ilyl)(‘rrvr, Buchanen, Smith & I n‘(lmu k
p State Bank

/ %I I|

Ilybor,'m Buchanen, Snnlll & Ir(‘dml( k
11872022 Depar lnmnl 0( naluml Rmmnu's
Ii/)()/)O)) Dul ‘Ii/\r(h.u-olol y Center Phase |

12/13/2022 I:yhvn't‘l Buchanen, Snnlh & lrederick Project Labor Apreement Review

Total Dishursements

Ending Balance as of January 4, 2023

|

Biwabik Fund heginning balance 10/20/202.1 Beginning balance was not accurate previous months 8 129,839.79

DESCRIPTION

) .'I/_I/M)I(J'}’) First I;;(l(‘nlﬁ;li.(irtglllrUdllk Russell ' nterest demunl ) ) ' :u ‘ ,198.
6/1/2022 Tirst Independent Bank - Russell Interest Payment § 7,007.30
1/172023 First ndependent Bank - Russell Interest Payment < /,017.00
Biwahik Fund ending bhalance as of 01/04/202.3 < 109,606.87

TOTAL ENDING RALANCE Biwabik and Inicritn Finoncing cormbined s of 01/04/2024 5 ABOA2.G? ‘



FRYBERGER

fryberger.com RN WD)

P.O. Box 16990

Duluth, Minnesota 55816

INVOICE

v Tax ID: 41-1000525
CEOY OF AUHORA Phone: (218) 722-086
Fax: (218) 725-6800

EAST RANGE WATER BOARD

16 WEST SECOND AVENUE NORTH
PO BOX 146

December 13, 2022
Invoice No. 22438.000004.12212

File No. 22438.000004 - DCE

AURORA MN 55705
For Legal Services Rendered Through 11/30/2022

CLIENT:
MATTER:

Date

09/15/22
09/15/22

11/10/22
11/16/22

11/16/22

EAST RANGE WATER BOARD
PROJECT LABOR AGREEMENT REVIEW

Professional Fees
Description

Review and reply to MET re: PLA review

Review and reply to e-mail from Mia re: timeframe for PLA
review

Review comments on project labor agreement; send to client.

Review voice mail from Mia Thibodeau re: PLA issue:
telephone conference with Mia re: same

Call re PLA.

Total Professional Fees

Atty

DCE
DCE

MET
DCE

MET

Hours

0.10
0.10

0.50
0.20

1.50

$668.00



Fryberger, Buchanan, Smith & Frederick, P.A. Page 2
Invoice No. 22438.000004.12212

Current Invoice Amount $ _‘_668.‘64(')‘
Prior Balance: 0.00
Payments & Adjustments: -0.00
Total Due: b 66800

Pay your bill online at www.fryberger.com <http://www.fryberger.corn>

Current 30-59 60-89 90-119 Over 120 Total
(Less than 30) Days Days Days Days Amount Due
$668.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $668.00

Please Note: When your legal matter is completed, your file is closed and placed in storage. Closed files are
placed on a schedule for destruction. While we make an attempt to contact you at the time your
file is scheduled for destruction, we are not always successful. If you want to keep your file, you
should request in writing that your file be returned to you at the time your matter is completed.



Please return this page with remittance

Fryberger, Buchanan, Smith & Frederick
P.O. Box 16990
Duluth, MN 55816

EAST RANGE WATER BOARD December 13, 2022
1% Vgﬁi'f SECOND AVENUE NORTH Invoice No. 22438.000004.12212
PO BOX 146 File No. 22438.000004 - DCE

AURORA MN 55705

Client: EAST RANGE WATER BOARD
Matter: PROJECT LABOR AGREEMENT REVIEW

Total Current Professional Fees 668.00
Total Current Costs 0.00
Current Invoice Amount $ w
Balance Forward: 0.00
Payments & Adjustments: -0.00
Total Due: $ 66800

Amount enclosed: $

Thank You
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EAST RANGE WATER PROJECT
Status Report: The Need

Board Members:
Doug, Gregor, Chair; Jon Skelton, Vice-Chair;
Dave Skelton; Clark Nicmi; Dennis Schubbe

lF'or over a decade, your local public officials have been planning a new ast Range water supply
system. The Fast Range Water Board most recently is overseeing this clfort. Plans for the new
supply system are progressing rapidly thanks to recent funding commitments. The Board wants
to ensure that you are informed about the replacement supply system plans. ‘This is the first
installment ol a 3-part scrics to explain 'F'he Need, The Plan, and 'The Cost of this new system.

The City of Aurora’s waler intake pumps on the St James Pit and the ncarby walter treatment
facility were construeted in 1950. This Supply System furnishes water to users in the City of
Aurora and in portions of White ‘Township. ‘The Supply System produces approximately 220,000
pallons of treated water in an average day. There arc approximately 947 residences and

businessces serviced by the current system.

‘The Supply System has four basic components. Walter is pumped {rom the St James Pit intake
facility by two 600 gallons-per-minute pumps. The raw waler is pumped to the ncarby water
treatment plant where it is treated. The treated water from the treatment facility’s storage
tank is then pumped (o the City’s 500,000-pallon elevated water tower from which it is
distributed to the Water System customers.

Since 2004 the City has commissioned a number ol water treatment plant evaluations and been
advised ol a number of rehabilitation improvements. Duce to budgetary challenges and other
coneerns, none of the major commissioned recommendations ever took place. City stafll have
continued to operate and maintain the facilitics in the best ways they could.

A lot has changed since 2004 in the condition of the Supply System facilitics and regulated water
quality standards. The Supply System facilitics are rapidly rcaching the end of their uselul life
the antiquated System components need o be replaced, rising, waler levels at the Pit Lake are
(hreatening the functioning of the pumping station, and new waler quality treatment and
discharpe standards are posing very real challenges. Specifically, most recent studics have
determined that three of the system’s four components have substantial or critical issues (hal
require atlention as soon as feasible. The newest challenge (o the System is the inability (o
acquire permits from the DNR o allow for warm weather dewalering, of the rising Pit walers
because ol zebra mussel “villapers™ that have been discovered in the Pit waters. ‘The ity
arpently needs (o relocate ils current waler supply souree and construct new Supply System
acilitics. The current System is on life support — (the facilitics need (o be modernized ina way
that will seeve one communitios thronghout the 20 Centary

I s o T s o s st vy svvy s oo samad vy sy syt o me vy e e,
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Iast Range Water Project
Status Report Number Two: The Plan

This message is the sccond in a 3-part scrics of updates that are intended (o inform the citizens of
the Fast Range of the status of the planned new drinking waler system.

The Plan for Phase One of the new drinking walter system is intended to service Aurora and
Town of White customers which comprisce about 990 users (IERUS) and includes:

o Construction of a new water intake facility on the north shore of the Embarrass Mine
Lake (Mine Lake - the lake located immediately cast of the Mine Lake public aceess sile.
A 12-foot diameter concerete caisson will be installed to a depth of approximately 65 feet,
with an 18 diameter horizontal intake pipe extending from the bottom of that caisson
into the Minc Lake waters at a depth ol approximately 60 feet (the Lake is over 300 feet
deep). At the base of the caisson, pumps will be installed to pump the raw walter to the
surface raw water transmission line piping system. The intake facility is designed to
facilitate the installation in Phase T'wo of additional pumps to handle any expanded water
needs for Biwabik, Toy( Lakes and/or Giants Ridge;

o 'T'he raw water from those pumps will be pumped through underground piping along, Take
Minc Road and Tlighway 135 for about 14 miles to the new water treatment plant site.
‘The transmission line piping is sized to handle volumes of raw water that are suflicient to
service the forescecable needs of the water system users in both Phase 1 and Phasc 2;

o A new state-ol-the-art water treatment plant will be constructed next to the existing
Aurora water tower. ‘The WP capacity initially will be I million gallons a day and be
modularly expandable in Phase 2 to provide up to 2 million gallons a day to service the
foresceable needs of oy Lakes (990 ERUs) and Biwabik (632 LERUS). Watcer treated at
the plant will be piped to the ncarby Aurora water tower.

o 'T'he treated water [rom the water tower will [low though the existing Aurora and TOW
distribution systems and also provide public water system services, for the first time, (o a
new distribution system (o service the Scenie Acres communitics on imbarrass 1ake.

It has been determined that the water available in the Mine Lake has 81% Iess sullates and a

water hardness that is 63% lower than the existing, St James Pit water source. Additional

studies have indicated that the water level of the Mine Lake will not be drastically reduced
under any foresceable waler usage circumstances and thus provide a reliably abundant supply

ol raw walter for both Phase | and Phase 2 of the Project. 1 the last commitments ol

anticipated State prant funds are made available through the Public Macilitics Authority’s

Waltcer Infrastructure I'und program during, this Legislative session, plans for the new system

could be sent out Tor bids in the near future. Construction of Phase I ol the new system will

(ake approximately two years. Upon commencement ol operations ol the new water system,

the existing St James Pitintake and water treatment facilitics will be decommissioned.

To view a map ol the new system’s footprint and pet additional information about the new

waler system, visit www.amrora-amm.com or www.fownofwhite.conm.



