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                      Hope UCC Weekly Update: February 8, 2026 
There is always something happening at Hope UCC, so we thought we would add a weekly 

announcement feature to the bulletin that is mailed and emailed out to everyone. This 

Weekly Update will provide you with announcements, information, and updates on all that 

is going on in our community – at church and beyond. 

 

Soup’er Bowl Sunday, February 8th 2026! 

Enjoy some soup, goodies and a good time?  Bring your money to “vote” for your favorite team (or 

commercials).  The proceeds will go to the “Hope UCC Scholarship Fund”. 

 

Ash Wednesday Service - February 18 

We will begin this Lenten Season together on Ash Wednesday, February 18 with a worship service with 

Imposition of Ashes at 7:00 P.M. This will be a combined service with our friends from First 

Congregational UCC in Moline and will be held at Hope UCC. 

Begin your Lenten journey with this quiet worship service as we consider our humanity, frailty, and the 

gift of moving toward God's grace and mercy. The first step of this journey calls us to confession and 

examination of our lives in light of God's grace. This service includes the imposition of ashes and time 

for contemplative prayer. 

 

Singles and Doubles Game Night February 28 at 5:00pm 
Singles and Double will be holding their annual game night on Saturday, February 28th. This event will 
begin at 5:00 pm. We will be having pizza (donation jar will be out) and some desserts. You should 
bring your own drink.  Bring whatever games that you enjoy, or just show up and plan to play cards, 
dominoes, or whatever else your church friends have brought. This is always a fun night. Please plan 
to join in. This is for all adults in the church, and of course you may bring a friend. Please let me know 
if you plan to attend, so we have enough pizza and goodies for all. Thank you, Barb Hawotte 
 
Ruth Circle Annual Dinner on February 16th at 5:30pm  

Ruth Circle will have their annual February Dinner on Monday, February 16 at 5:30pm at the Olive 

Garden in Moline.  All women of the church are invited to join in this evening of food, fun, and 

fellowship.  Please RSVP by February 13 to Laura, 309-714-0669. 

 

Hope UCC Book Club: February 23, 2:30pm at Hope UCC 

Join the Book Club to discuss this month’s selection Lillian Boxfish Takes a Walk by Kathleen 

Rooney. This novel was a national best seller.  It’s funny, touching, irresistible and like taking a tour 

through New York City.  We meet on February 23rd at 2:30 P.M. at Hope UCC and all are welcome. 

See you there! 
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PRELUDE The Servant Song                                                                                                                 

Will you let me be your servant, 
let me be as Christ to you; 

Pray that I may have the grace to 
let you be my servant, too. 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

 

One: We delight to draw near to you, gracious God. 

 We rejoice in the many gifts you have given us. 

Many: We lift up our hearts and voices in praise. 

 We humble ourselves before the God of all worlds. 

One: We gather to remember God’s commandments. 

 We seek for ourselves the wisdom God imparts. 

Many:The wisdom of God is not like any other. 

 It draws us away from the world’s agenda. 

One:  God sends us into the world with new priorities. 

 We are grounded in the Spirit that we might be discerning. 

Many:We are filled with the mind of Christ. 

 We are already citizens of God’s realm. 

 

OPENING HYMN  You Are the Salt of the Earth O People   NCH #181 
 
                                   

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

May our voices rise like trumpets to greet you, holy God.  May our ears be attuned to know 

your ways.  May our hearts be steady, focused on you.  Praise be to you, O God, whom we 

worship with awe and delight.  Guide us, we pray, in this time of worship.  Touch us at the points 

of our deepest need.  Stir us amidst our entrenched complacency.  Make us strong to loose the 

bonds of injustice, to undo the things of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free.  Then your light 

will break forth like the dawn and we will experience your healing care.  Amen. 

 

 

Be Thou My Vision Hope United Church of Christ   Moline, IL 

Worship Bulletin February 8, 2026 

Discovering the Gifts of God 

The Gift of Light 

Rev. Santina Poor, Pastor 
Thank you for joining us for worship today. 

We are glad you are here! 
Because you are who you are, 

you are welcome here! 
 *Those who are able, please stand. 

 
 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FRjdcSrz9XxmN8Ge9LYz8o-urrf9FzEB/view?usp=sharing
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*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

O God, you call out to us, saying “Here I am,” but we do not listen.  You pour out on 

us spiritual gifts, but we do not discern them.   You call us to build a more just society 

but we cling to our advantages.  Forgive us, we pray, and help us to change.  Help us so to know 

and understand Jesus Christ that we might reflect the God of glory in our daily living.  Create in 

us a generosity that reflects your own.  Pour out your spirit on this congregation that we might 

understand and use it to build and repair and restore.  Amen. 

 

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS  

 

*SHARING GOD’S PEACE 

 

INSTALLATION OF 2026 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER/LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

One: The Lord be with you. 

Many: And also, with you. 

One: Let us pray: … 

With the assurance Jesus offers, together we pray the words Jesus taught us:  

Our Father, who is in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For yours is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 

 

 

HEBREW SCRIPTURE LESSON  
Isaiah 58:1–9a 
 

1 Shout out; do not hold back! 
    Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 
Announce to my people their rebellion, 
    to the house of Jacob their sins. 
2 Yet day after day they seek me 
    and delight to know my ways, 
as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness 
    and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; 
they ask of me righteous judgments; 
    they want God on their side.  
3 “Why do we fast, but you do not see? 
    Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” 
Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day 
    and oppress all your workers. 
4 You fast only to quarrel and to fight 
    and to strike with a wicked fist. 
Such fasting as you do today 
    will not make your voice heard on high. 
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5 Is such the fast that I choose, 
    a day to humble oneself? 
Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush 
    and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 
Will you call this a fast, 
    a day acceptable to the LORD? 
6 Is not this the fast that I choose: 
    to loose the bonds of injustice, 
    to undo the straps of the yoke, 
to let the oppressed go free, 
    and to break every yoke? 
7 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry 
    and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
when you see the naked, to cover them 
    and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 
8 Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 
    and your healing shall spring up quickly; 
your vindicator shall go before you; 
    the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 
9 Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; 
    you shall cry for help, and he will say, “Here I am.” 
If you remove the yoke from among you, 
    the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 
 
Psalm 112:1–9  
1 Praise the LORD! 

    Happy are those who fear the LORD, 

    who greatly delight in his commandments. 
2 Their descendants will be mighty in the land; 
    the generation of the upright will be blessed. 
3 Wealth and riches are in their houses, 
    and their righteousness endures forever. 
4 They rise in the darkness as a light for the upright; 
    they are gracious, merciful, and righteous. 
5 It is well with those who deal generously and lend, 
    who conduct their affairs with justice. 
6 For the righteous will never be moved; 
    they will be remembered forever. 
7 They are not afraid of evil tidings; 

    their hearts are firm, secure in the LORD. 
8 Their hearts are steady; they will not be afraid; 
    in the end they will look in triumph on their foes. 
9 They have distributed freely; they have given to the poor; 
    their righteousness endures forever; 
    their horn is exalted in honor. 
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*GOSPEL LESSON   

Matthew 5:13–20  
13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no 
longer good for anything but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 

14 “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15 People do not light a lamp and 
put it under the bushel basket; rather, they put it on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the 
house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works 
and give glory to your Father in heaven. 

17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have come not to abolish but to 
fulfill. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, 
will pass from the law until all is accomplished. 19 Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these 
commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but 
whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, 
unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven. 

SERMON    The Gift of Light          
   
SERMON HYMN    Siyahamba (We Are Marching)  NCH #526 

 

INVITATION TO OFFERING 
How generous are the gifts of God, poured out on us that we might know the joy of 

giving!  The psalmist reminds us that it is well with those who deal generously and 

lend, who conduct their affairs with justice and give to the poor.  Our offerings 

proclaim God’s will in word and deed. 
 

Hope UCC thanks you for the gifts you share with this congregation. Your offering 

enables us to live into our mission. Offering plates are located near the Sanctuary          

doors. 

 

*UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 Righteous God, accept our gifts of gratitude for the dawning awareness among us of your 

healing presence.  You have satisfied our need in parched places and made our bones 

strong.  Now we wish to offer to the world the amazing wonders we have experienced.  Let 

our righteousness and generosity exceed that of the scribes and Pharisees.  Fill us with 

yearning for the Spirit of Christ that we might become salt and light and be empowered for good 

works, to you honor and glory.  Amen. 

 
 

*CLOSING HYMN  This Little Light of Mine      NCH #524 
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*BENEDICTION 

One:  The wisdom of God empowers us to live wisely. 

 God’s generosity prompts us to be generous. 

Many: We go forth to share what we have learned. 

 We reach out to give as we have received. 

One:  The Spirit has touched our spirits and changed us. 

 Our spiritual awareness has been deepened. 

Many How amazing are the gifts of God to us! 

` We cannot hide the light God entrusts to us. 

One:  God will guide us continually. 

 God will satisfy our thirst with living water. 

Many: We cannot hold back our shouts of joy! 

 We have received the Spirit that is from God.  Amen. 

 

*POSTLUDE   As we transition into the postlude of our service, please feel free to remain                               

seated, or if you prefer, you are welcome to exit or head into the Fellowship Hall at this time.             

    Blessings to you as we go forward into the world sharing God’s love.   
 
             Salt and Light by L'ECUYER and L'ECUYER  Arr: INMAN 
    

You make me want to be like You 
Your holiness, I will pursue 
I want the heart of Jesus 

Show me the meaning of Your grace 
I want to give the world a taste 

Of the love of Jesus 

Make me salt 
Make me light 

Let Your holy fire ignite 
Reveal Your glory in my life 

I am not ashamed 
To lift up Your holy name 

Make me salt 
Make me light 

As a city on a hill 
A lamp on a stand 

Mold me in Your image 
The work of Your hand 

 
All music used by permission: One License # A-733028 & CCLI License #11387335 
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Serving in Worship Today:  Reverend Santina Poor, Pastor Hope UCC 

 
Liturgist: Stacy Demarest 
 
Ministers of Music:  Laurel Filzen Etzel, Greg Etzel 
 
Accompanist: Robyn Carter 
 
Greeter:  Nanc Kinley 
 
Fellowship Hour: Jane Courtright, Dave Ward, Julie Bustard, Ken Curtis, Bob Morales   
 
Audio-Visual Ministry:  Jenny Hookey, Donna Werner, Bob Tallitsch, Kathy Hobson,  
                                        Bob Poor, Bek Svetlick    
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