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"IF THE SUNDAY ScHOOL 'has had its day,' then I'd say that the entire
church has had its day, too." Such was the opinion expressed in 1974 by
Mrs. Vicki Allen, director of Christian education at First Church in
Conway. Dr. Myers B. Curtis adds that "the Christian tradition of which
we are a part says to us that we have a responsibility to teach; this is
definitely a part of who we are as a community of faith." 1
Teaching the faith through small classes was a prime feature in early
Methodist churches under John Wesley. John and Charles Wesley described these classes and their purpose in 17 43:

Each society [or congregation} is divided into smaller companies, called
classes. . .. There are about twelve persons in every class; one of whom is
styled the leader. It is his business, ( 1) To see each person in his class once
a week at least, in order co inquire how their souls prosper; to advise, reprove,
comfort, or exhort, as occasion may require; to receive what they are willing to
give coward the relief of the poor, ( 2) to meet the minister and the stewards
of the society once a week; in order co inform the minister of any that are
sick, or of any that walk disorderly, and will not be reproved ; co pay to the
stewards what they have received of their several classes in the week preceding;
and to show their account of what each person has contributed!

Five years later John Wesley elaborated on the values of the class
meeting:
Many now
not so much
and naturally
grew up into

happily experienced that Christian fellowship of which they had
as an idea before. They began to "bear one another's burdens,"
co "care for each other." And, "speaking the truth in love, they
him in all things, who is the Head, even Christ. ..." •

The classes, then, were the channels through which the members of
the societies were "continually nourished and fed, kept bright by a shared
fellowship, protected in a community of witnesses," as Dr. Frederick W.
Norwood puts it. "The members were rewarded with love, joy, calmness, steadiness, true holiness, ability to walk in the light and praise God
all day, [and] purity of life .. . ." 4
These classes were a part of the Methodism that was brought to
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America and eventually t~ Arkansas, and they were used effectively until
some years after the Civil War. But by 1880 they were falling into disuse.
The preacher serving a single church was available at any and all times
and could, presumably, watch over his flock constantly; the class meeting
was needed less and less.
From Class Meeting to Sunday School

As the Methodist class meeting declined in Arkansas, the Sunday
school grew. In pioneer Arkansas, Sunday schools had little chance;
there was no place for holding them, teachers were lacking, resources
were scarce. But evidently they were getting started before the Civil War,
for in 1866 the Arkansas Conference reported 68 Sunday schools, with
178 teachers, and 1,608 scholars. By 1884 reports showed 177 schools,
1,155 teachers, and 9,711 pupils. In 1871 Ouachita Conference had 166
Sunday schools, 1,149 teachers, and 5,510 pupils; White River Conference reported 78 schools, 388 teachers, and 2,627 pupils.
The Need for Sunday Schools

Need was felt for an agency, such as the Sunday school, to help children and youth understand the meaning of conversion and salvation,
the message of the Bible, the history of the church, and what the Christian life demands. Dr. Forney Hutchinson revealed the inadequacies
of preaching services in his day for interpreting conversion when he
wrote about his experience in 1886 at Pump Springs Church in Hempstead County:
One night, when I was eleven years old the Reverend T. A. Hearne, who
later gave his life to missionary work in China, preached an earnest gospel
sermon. . . . When the call came, I went to the crude altar, known as the
"mourners' bench."
The atmosphere was wholesome, but the instructions . . . inadequate. I
remember they were singing, "Oh, How I Love Jesus," and a woman whom I
had known all my life came along and asked me if I could sing that. I told
her, "Of course." She said, "Then sit up and sing. You don't have to be a
mourner if you love Jesus."
I had no more than gotten under way with my song, when a dear old man
with a long beard came by. He laid his hand on my head and said, "Son, you'll
never get religion in the world, sitting up here singing. Get down and go to
praying."
Immediately following him, a good woman came along and said, "Forney,
just keep a-praying. The darkest hour is just before day . . . . " There was very
little comfort in that exhortation for a boy of my age... .
I had joined the church and had been baptized, but I was not sure of my
conversion. I expressed my uneasiness to my father. He . . . assured me if I
would sincerely trust in Christ, he would forgive my sins and save my soul.•

leaders in Arkansas welcomed the Sunday school in these beginning
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years. E. B. Hotchkiss, chairman of the Little Rock Conference Committee on Sunday schools in 1880, reported to the conference:
"The religious historian of the future will find that the most remarkable
phenomena of the 19th Century Christianity are the rise and growth of Sunday
Schools and the wonderful progress of the people called Methodist." •

Inadequacies in Sunday Schools

Yet these schools had many inadequacies and slow acceptance by the
church. The schedule was irregular because of bad roads and poor
heating in the winter and because of neighborhood revivals and ali-day
singings in the summer. 7 Because of lack of sufficient teachers and sufficient room for meeting, many communities had union Sunday schools,
which were often unsatisfactory to everyone concerned. The Arkansas
Methodist revealed such dissatisfaction on April 18, 1885:
Our Sabbath-schools are not denominational enough. We need doctrinal
catechisms and Methodist textbookS. We are too liberal and we are often unsectarian to our ruin. . . . I am a Methodist and I want all my children to be
Methodist. . . . Our Sunday schools are degenerating too much into mere
pleasant entertainments, and we have too many worldly superintendents and
irreligious teachers... . Suppose the literature of David Cook is a little cheaper
than ours, will it pay to go to Chicago [for Cook literature} instead of Nashville? Will anyone undertake to say that there is anything in the literature of
David Cook to make our children understand and love Methodism?

ARKANSAS METHODIST.

In 1896 a special Epworth
League Edition of the Arkansas Methodist was produced in connection with the
state Epworth League Conference that met in Little
Rock.
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The Rev. George McGlumphy, a Ph.D. of North Arkansas Conference, deplored the fact that many Sunday school pupils did not remain
long in Methodist schools. He said it was due to "the depravity of the
times, poor home training," and especially, "incompetent teaching." He
urged better trained teachers.8 He was one of the earliest Sunday school
field secretaries in North Arkansas. After him came W. A. Lindsey in
1914 and John Q. Schisler in 1918. In White River Conference, Benoni
Harris was named Sunday School Agent in 1889, and George A. Dannelly followed him in 1891, serving for several years.
The first Sunday school field secretary for Little Rock Conference
was evidently R. L. Duckworth, who began in 1914 and served only
one year. He was succeeded by the Rev. Clement N. Baker who served
an amazing term of twenty-eight years in the office. Dr. John Q. Schisler,
mentioned as North Arkansas field secretary, went to the General Sunday
School Board in 1920 where he served until his retirement in 1955.
Succeeding Schisler was H. E. Wheeler, under whose leadership steady
gains were made; in 1921-22 twenty new Sunday schools were organized,
with an increase in membership of 4,707. In 1925 the Rev. A. W.
Martin was appointed Conference Superintendent of Missions and Church
School Extension, with the Rev. G. G. Davidson becoming Conference
Superintendent of Sunday Schools. Davidson served until 1932, during
which time solid foundations were laid, especially in the training of
teachers. In one year the conference led the whole church in the number of teachers taking courses for credit.
Three Who Stand Out

Baker, Schisler, and Brumley, in length of service and in significant
guidance of Christian education, put Arkansas in the forefront of Christian nurture at a time when that area of endeavor made perhaps its
greatest impact in Twentieth Century Methodism.
Dr. "Clem" Baker, as he was usually called, gave twenty-five years
of leadership. In that time the number of pupils enrolled increased
from less than 40,000 to almost 55,000, and total funds raised by Sunday
schools grew from about $28,000 to about $60,000. He was a leader in
such groups as the Methodist Conference on Christian Education, where
he served as an officer. He was four times a delegate to General Conference, and to the Uniting Conference of 1939. The Rev. Arthur Terry
called him "one of Methodism's distinguished leaders" in his memoir
in the 1975 conference journal.
Dr. John Q. Schisler ranks as one of Methodism's educational statesmen. Well grounded in the church life of his native Arkansas, he never
lost touch with the local church, in spite of being in a high connectional job for many years. He was a hard worker, a man of strong convictions but good spirit, and a man who could dream dreams-but keep
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his feet on the ground. Beginning with the General Sunday School
Board of the M. E. Church, South, in Nashville as assistant secretary
of teacher training, he became secretary of the Department of the Local
Church in the new General Board of Christian Education in 1930. He
continued in this position until he retired in 1955. Across the years Dr.
Schisler kept a close relationship to the North Arkansas Conference,
serving as chairman of the conference board of education and being
elected as delegate to General Conference in 1944 and to jurisdictional
conferences in 1944 and 1948. At the General Board of Education he
pioneered in guiding staff in establishing programs in church recreation,
in church camping, in family life, in the use of audio-visuals, in volunteer service projects, and many other areas.
Dr. Ira A. Brumley might well be known as "Mr. Church School"
in North Arkansas. He came into conference leadership just as the new
unified program of Christian education was getting under way and helped
to make it one of the most effective programs in the denomination. A
man of great energy and rugged physique, he poured himself into all
phases of the work-local church, college, ministerial recruitment and
training, leadership education, Bible conferences, and others. He served
an unparalleled term of thirty-five years and three months as secretary
of Christian education.
Great Years of Sunday School Training

But we have jumped ahead of part of our story. In the early part of
the century, Methodists found inspiration and new techniques in a variety
of Sunday school meetings. In 1910 they held a statewide Sunday School
Conference in Little Rock with George Thornburgh as president, Dr.
George McGlumphy as vice president, and the Rev. J. M. Workman
as secretary. The program included Arkansas leaders such as the Rev.
Marion N. Waldrip, Dr. 0. E. Goddard, and Mrs. W. B. Ferguson, a
Little Rock Methodist who later had a fruitful career as an editor of
curriculum resources in Nashville. From Nashville came Dr. and Mrs.
H. M. Hamill of the Sunday School Board and Dr. E. B. Chappell, editor of Sunday school publications.9 In 1916 the Little Rock Conference
held a series of two-day institutes at Monticello, Pine Bluff, Camden,
Texarkana, Prescott, Hot Springs, Arkadelphia, and Little Rock. Speakers included Bishop James Atkins, and Dr. C. D. Bulla from the Nashville editorial staff.10
Many leadership training enterprises were held in the state, with outstanding leaders such as Mrs. Clay Smith, Miss Minnie Kennedy, E. L.
Shaver, Dr. Harvie Branscomb, Dr. Paul B. Kern, Bishop Edwin Holt
Hughes, and Sherwood Gates. In March, 1925, was held in Little Rock
what was called "The Best School Ever Held in Arkansas," with Bishop
Sam R. Hay present and teachers such as Faye McRae, Mrs. C. W. Kent,

In 1905 Epworth League members at Third Street Church (now
Grand Avenue) in Hot Springs prepared this float for a local
parade.

Clem Baker, E. Leigh Mudge, Sherwood Gates, Dr. W. A. Smart, Dr.
Paul B. Kern, and Dr. C. M. Reves.U Another series of schools across
the Little Rock Conference had some of these same teachers, plus Dr.
Andrew Sledd, Dr. James S. Seneker, Dr. C. J. Greene, Dr. W. A. Shelton, Dr. Kenneth Pope, Dr. Paul W. Quillian, the Rev. Forest Dudley,
the Rev. E. Clifton Rule, and Dr. Gilbert T. Rowe. 12
Related to Sunday school training, though not an integral part of it,
was the work of distributing Bibles, carried on for seventeen years in
Arkansas by the Rev. D. H. Colquette on behalf of the American Bible
Society. He was known in many parts of the state as "The Man With the
Bible." He enjoyed telling about renting an old gambling hall in Little
Rock, cleaning and painting it, and occupying it for his Bible Society
work. 13
Assisting Dr. Clem Baker . for ten years ( 1925-35) as Conference
Secretary of Epworth Leagues and Rural Sunday Schools was the Rev.
Stanley T. Baugh. He served for several years as conference statistician,
as editor of the conference journal, and as unofficial photographer for the
conference. Some of his photographs are used in this volume. He was
himself very much interested in the history of Methodism in the state
and collected much historical data. He prepared numerous pamphlets,
and two booklets, Camp Grounds and Camp Meetings in South Arkan-
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The Epworth League Made An Impact

The Epworth League emerged as a churchwide Methodist organization for youth about 1890 and rapidly spread across the two episcopal
Methodisms. It was rather openly a movement by the Methodists to
have their own youth organization, rather than having Methodist youth
being nurtured by non-Methodist groups such as Christian Endeavor.
For example, at First Church, Little Rock, a strong Christian Endeavor
society in 1891 was headed by W. B. Ferguson, president, J. M. Workman, vice president, and Lizzie Thornburgh, secretary. Soon this group
had become an Epworth League.
And soon, also, a State Epworth League Conference of Arkansas was
organized, its first meeting being in 1893. The Rev. J. R. Moore was the
first president, 1893-94, followed by the Rev. James Thomas, 1894-95.
In 1896 a gala meeting was held in Little Rock at Glenwood Park, with
Bishop Joseph S. Key of Texas as the speaker. Epworth Leaguers of the
Methodist Episcopal churches were invited to attend; free housing was
provided, and over 1,000 were expected (and 1,400 came). "This will
doubtless be the largest gathering of Christian young people ever assembled in Arkansas," was the prediction. 15 Thomas was reelected
president; G. N. Hart of Pine Bluff became vice president, J. M. Workman was secretary-treasurer, and others on the executive committee were
the Rev. E. R. Steel, the Rev. W. R. Ricks, and the Rev. William Sherman.
International and Other Conventions

In 1897 a great International Epworth League Convention was held
in Toronto, Canada, and Dr. James Thomas led a group of sixty Leaguers from Arkansas. Dr. Thomas was selected tp reply to the address
of welcome at the meeting, representing the Southern Methodists.
Again in 1905 a group of Arkansas League members attended a similar convention in Denver, Colorado. The meeting was unsegregated, and
the Rev. Lewis Powell of Hot Springs later commented on that feature
when he returned to Arkansas:
I presume it is proper to call the convention international as we there met
and commingled as races-white and black. . . . I believe in recognizing the
Negro . . . and his entertainment should be looked after, and he should be
accorded a section of hall, church, or building.... But our brethren from the
North must not encourage the mingling and commingling of Negroes in
promiscuous congregations unless they wish to offend their neighbors in the
South. 16
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In 1908 the Rev. R. E. L. Bearden, Sr. and the Rev. William Sherman from North Arkansas attended the first International Convention of the Young People's Movement of the U.S. and Canada. The
meeting was designed to create a deeper interest in missions among the
5,000 youth members present from Sunday schools and Epworth
Leagues. 17
Arkansas Leaguers were involved in helping to plan the churchwide
Methodist Young People's Conference in Memphis following the Christmas holidays of 1925. Among those who served on the various planning
committees were Dr. Forney Hutchinson, 0. Sherwood Gates, Dr. Stonewall Anderson, the Rev. James W. Workman, Miss Esther Case, and
Mr. C. E. Hayes of Little Rock. One of the featured speakers was Dr.
W. A. Smart, partly raised in Little Rock when his father was pastor
at First Methodist Church. Workman gave the prayer before one of
Dr. Smart's addresses, calling for "that courage of heart which shall not
flinch in the face of hard tasks and that tenderness of love which shall
make us feel ... that all men are brothers and that we are all thy children .... " 18
A similar conference was held ten years later, again in Memphis,
and again Arkansas-related persons had significant roles to play. Dr.
Smart again was a major speaker and so was Dr. Paul W. Quillian this
time. Others involved in planning or leading discussion groups were
Myrtle Charles, Rowena Ferguson, Nat Griswold, John Bayliss, Edward
W. Harris, Monk Bryan, M. Earl Cunningham, W. E. Hogan, Ivan Lee
Holt, A. W. Martin, J. Q. Schisler, and Marshall T. SteeU 9 Dr. Paul W.
Quillian made an address on "The Church and the World Crisis." He
likened the church-in some aspects-to a service station:
God's service station is the Church. Surely that is a function of the Church
of Jesus Christ. W reeks of personalities . . . need to be reclaimed. Road information in the midst of times like these needs to be given. Preventive work,
that our journey may be made safer, is certainly needed. And, best of all, dynamic
that should provide energy for us to continue on the journey of our life needs
to be given. For when all is said and done, as we face the world crisis, we
know that the world crisis comes back at last to the individual mind and
heart! 0

Youth of the Colored Methodist Episcopal Church held a somewhat
similar church-wide conference in Little Rock, June 16-20, 193 7. The
youth were housed in Philander Smith College and the Arkansas Baptist College. The visiting youth felt they had a warm welcome in Little
Rock and adopted these sentiments:
. . . We feel that the success of this conference has been facilitated by the
reception offered by the Arkansas people. Our hosts ... have spared no pains
to make every visitor to this conference as comfortable as possible. For this
unusual cordiality we . . . feel a deep sense of gratitude to our hosts."
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Annual Conference Assemblies

After the state-wide League meetings were discontinued, inspiration
and training were continued in the summer Epworth League assemblies
held in each of the annual conferences. The value of these assemblies
was largely due to the caliber of leadership and to the scope of the
training. Strong emphasis was given to personal commitment to Christ,
to the church as God's agency for salvation, to a high level of personal
morality, and to the obligation of each Christian to witness to his faith.
Leaders chosen were such persons as William C. Martin, Paul W. Quillian, Philip Cone Fletcher, A. C. Millar, and Forney Hutchinson.
Many romances began at these annual youth assemblies. The Rev.

Dr. Clem Baker, Dr. ]. Q. Schisler, and Dr. Ira A. Brumley
(left to right) each made a unique contribution to Christian
education in Arkansas Methodism.

Stanley T. Baugh, writing about this aspect of the League m the Little
Rock Conference, said :
Some said the Assembly was just a courting place. Well, it was a good one,
for many life partnerships were formed on the campus of Henderson-Brown and
Hendrix Colleges. We list a few from the information available. Jerrine Oates
is Mrs. Neill Hart. Eda Cade is Mrs. John G. Gieck. Hope Tabor is Mrs.
Charles D. Cade. Hallie Oates is Mrs. Arthur Terry. Ouita Burroughs is Mrs.
Marshall Steel. Mildred Riggan is Mrs. Roy Fawcett. Vadene Briley is Mrs.
Charles B. Wyatt. Florence Wildbur is Mrs. Andrew J. Christie. Elizabeth
Boney is Mrs. Paul V. Galloway. Sue Sparks is Mrs. James W. Workman.
Thelma Fish is Mrs. Charles Giessen. Eula Smith is Mrs. Claude R. Roy, Lucile
Rogers is Mrs. John B. Hefley.~•

Mission commitment was a high priority in the Epworth League m
Arkansas, as it was across the church. The Little Rock Leaguers m
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1911-14 supported partially a "home" missionary in the mountainous
area northwest of Hot Springs, known as the Cedar Glades Mission.
In 1916 they paid $500 for home mission work and the same for mission work in Africa. In 1917 they raised the Africa funds to $1,000 plus
$500 for Dierks Mission and $500 for Holly Springs and Sardis Mission.
They provided funds later to help support Methodist work at Mt. Ida.
A number of the missionaries listed in Chapter 15 and in the Appendix, and other Christian-service volunteers were influenced in their decision by experiences in the Epworth League. Many pastors have come
out of the Epworth League, too many to try to list. The Arkansas Methodist was entirely right in commenting on June 16, 1916: "Those who
attend these [League assembly} sessions are usually the most zealous and
aggressive of our young people. . . . These Leaguers are deeply interested in the cause of missions."
The Fruitful Years in Christian Education, 1930-60

In 1930 the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
South, brought together all its educational work-colleges, universities,
seminaries, Epworth League, Sunday school, teacher training, curriculum
resources-into one unified whole called the General Board of Christian
Education. Among those who helped create this new unified structure
were several with an Arkansas background, such as John Q. Schisler,
Paul W. Quillian, John N. R. Score, and J . H . Reynolds.
Arkansas Methodism was in a good position to make the most of
the new unified program of education. It had two of the best conference
executive secretaries in Ira Brumley and Clem Baker; it was moving
toward centering all its college support on one institution (by 1933),
and more and more of its ministers were seminary graduates. Its episcopal leaders were all men who were friendly-and some expert-in the
field of Christian education. Bishop Hoyt M. Dobbs ( 1930-34) had
been dean of the S.M.U. School of Theology; Bishop John M. Moore
( 1934-38) was well known as the friend of Christian education; Bishop
Charles C. Selecman had been president of Southern Methodist University; and Bishop Paul E. Martin had been a leader in the educational
program in North Texas Conference before his assignment to Arkansas
(1944-60). And finally, John Q. Schisler was chairman of the North
Arkansas Conference Board of Christian Education from 1930 to 1942.
In Little Rock Conference there was also good leadership in C. E. Hayes,
a fine layman, the Rev. Leland Clegg, the Rev. E. Clifton Rule, the Rev.
Alfred H. Freeman, the Rev. W. Neill Hart, and Dr. J. Kenneth
Shamblin.
College-Local Church Cooperation
Since the conference executive secretary was to encourage college sup-
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port under the new plan, there was a new era of closeness between college and local church. Ira Brumley, being a Hendrix alumnus and an
ardent supporter, and living in Conway as well, was essentially another
member of the college staff. Clem Baker, though not a Hendrix alumnus,
was also a staunch supporter and was given a D.D. degree by the school
in 1941.
One aspect of this cooperation was constant support for the financial
efforts of Hendrix College. For example, in the October, 1966, issue of
North Arkansas Conference's Christian Education Bulletin was a full
page account of the $1,000,000 campaign plans. A year later an article
by President Matt L. Ellis reported on progress in the campaign, telling
about increased enrollment, the need for more buildings, the rising
costs for buildings, and other such issues. From time to time such articles appeared.
Another aspect of this cooperation was in the way the conferences
encouraged ministerial students to attend Hendrix College. These students were recognized and assisted in various ways by the conference
offices of education. A list of such "Future Ministers" was compiled in
193 7 (all from North Arkansas) and had such names as these on it:
Harold Eggensperger, Kenneth Shamblin, Archie Boyd, Alfred Knox,
Maurice Lanier, John Bayliss, Ralph Hillis, Charles lewis, Roy Bagley,
Ewing T. Wayland, Byron Cravens, Joel Cooper, Elmo Thomason, E. J.
Holifield, T. Poe Williams, and Floyd Villines.
Bible Conferences-and Other Enrichment

Arkansas Methodist churches have had an unusual opportunity for
developing a sane, appreciative understanding of the Bible through a
series of Bible Conferences held over a number of years. These conferences would typically cover three days, with six lectures at each place.
For example, here was the schedule for Dr. Robert W. Goodloe (Sr.)
from Perkins School of Theology in 193 7:
Beebe, August 29-31
Tuckerman, September 1-3
Cotter, September 5-7
Rogers, September 8-10

Fort Smith, September 12-14
Booneville, September 15-17
Danville, September 19-21
Atkins, September 22-24.

Among the leaders who have conducted these Bible conferences have
been, in addition to Dr. Goodloe, Dr. W. A. Smart and Dr. lavens
Thomas, both of Candler School of Theology; Dr. Gilbert T. Rowe of
Duke Divinity School; Dr. lindsey P. Pherigo of St. Paul School of
Theology; Dr. James T. Carlyon and Dr. John H. Hicks, both of Perkins
School of Theology; and Dr. Meredith Eller of Missouri Central College.
Dr. Ira A. Brumley was well within the truth when he wrote in 1948:
No conference in Methodism has had over the years a better program of

Small conferences to improve teaching
skills were held wherever it was convenient. Miss Faye McRae served for many
years as a conference leader in children's
work.

Bible Conferences and Bible Schools than has our Conference. Such a program has given to our leadership a large vision of the Christian religion.''

These Bible conferences have created an informed and enlightened
body of Methodist leaders in the state who have not been swept away
or upset by bizarre interpretations of the Bible. This stable attitude has
stood them in good stead in the face of some of the questionable religious teachings in our day.
There were other types of enrichment events. In the Little Rock Conference an effort was made in 1934 to incorporate some educational
features into three camp meetings. At the Davidson Camp Ground, thirteen miles west of Arkadelphia, R. R Moore and Roy E. Fawcett began
certain educational features. Miss Pauline Goodman worked with youth
at the Ben Few Camp Ground, eight miles from Princeton near Highway 9. At the Salem Camp Ground a regular training school was organized and promoted by Presiding Elder J. D. Hammons. Classes were
taught by Faye McRae, J. S. M. Cannon, C. K. Wilkerson, and Clem
Baker, with educational addresses by Leland Clegg.24
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Still another enrichment opportunity provided in 1937 was in the area
of art and church music. Dr. Fagan Thompson of Nashville, Tennessee,
in a heart warming experience, held a series of "singing schools" to
familiarize people with some of the fine new hymns in the Methodist
Hymnal. Places visited by Dr. Thompson were Batesville, Newport,
Piggott, Pocahontas, North little Rock, Helena District ( two locations), and Clarksville. 25 Dr. lavens Thomas also presented a series of
daytime lectures in North Arkansas on "The Use of Great Religious
Paintings in Teaching and Preaching."
During the Thirties, Forties, and Fifties, as compared to the past,
there was considerable cooperation between educational workers in the
white and Negro Methodist churches. Most of this came in connection
with leadership training enterprises. For example, Miss lila Ashby conducted a training school with Negro church workers at Philander Smith
College in August, 194 1. We have noted in another chapter the pioneer
work carried on in interracial enterprises by Mrs. W. F. Bates. For that
day ( 1936 and following ), her efforts were farsighted and courageous.
Her first enterprise with Blacks was to teach in a statewide Colored
Methodist Episcopal Church leadership school in 1936-in which the
Rev. Clem Baker also participated. In 193 7 she assisted the C.M.E. Arkansas Conference Director of Children's Work in a meeting of pastors
and teachers to get ready for the first vacation church school institutes.
In 1938 she invited Negro teachers to attend a vacation school institute
in little Rock along with white teachers. later that year she and the
Rev. Fred Harrison taught in a C.M.E. school in Hope. Also in 1938 she
encouraged and assisted in organizing a community center at Bullock's
Chapel, C.M.E. Church. In 1939 she helped start a similar center of
Miles Chapel C.M.E. Church. She has taught numerous leadership
classes at Philander Smith College. Such activities have continued, to
greater or lesser extent, for many of the years since then.
Mrs. Bates has also pioneered in helping with the Christian nurture
of children in the Oklahoma Indian Mission Conference, starting in
the late Thirties. She taught in leadership schools, coaching conferences, and laboratory schools among Choctaws, Kiowas, Creeks, Seminoles, and Euchees across a number of years. These accounts of her work
with Blacks and Indians are fragmentary, but for some thirty years she
has sought in the ways open to her to see that the Methodist teaching
ministry was based on and would encourage the reality of Christian
brotherhood. 26
A Few Other Samplings
During these years of emphasis in teaching and learning, many other
examples could be given of lives changed, churches renewed, communities challenged. Only a few can be added here. In 1948 the church
school at First Church, Fort Smith, reported the largest average at-
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tendance in Arkansas, reaching an average of over 800 and often going
over 900. This attendance was double what it had been only a few
years before. The church reported it had done this by personal attention
to absentees and those who were careless in attending. It used personal
visits to homes, telephone calls, and cards and letters.
In 1942 the Elizabeth Remmel Bible Class at First Church, Little
Rock, reported a wide scope of activities. It had sixty-seven on roll, with
an average attendance of forty-two. The teacher was Mrs. W . P. McDermott. The year's offerings in the class amounted to $45 3.48, which .
was used for these causes:
$1 0.00-Scarritt College Endowment Fund
$35.00-Arkansas Methodist Children's Home
$82.70-The John Cline Mission special
$50.00-For ministerial students at Hendrix College
$20.00-Children's Home and Hospital
$75.00-0n church debt
$22.00-Kramer Day Nursery
$25.00-For a loan linen closet at Family Service Agency

In addition, the class carried out these projects:
1. Provided 130 cans of food through the Ciry Welfare D epartment.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Gave bedspreads to several sick persons.
Sent a Thanksgiving dinner to an older person.
Provided a Christmas dinner and gifts to a needy family.
Held Open House for soldiers--once in February and again in April
Pa.rtially furnished a dayroom for soldiers at Camp Robinson!'

In 1940 the Rev. Robert E. L. Bearden, Jr., while pastor at Luxora,
developed a Mexican Mission at Victoria. He found that many MexicanAmerican families had been brought to the area to work temporarily
on farms about 1925-27. Most of these moved on, but about twenty
families remained. Bearden led his people in organizing a Sunday school
and arranging regular preaching services. Several of the group had
joined the Luxora church, and about twenty more were ready to do so. 28
Such a development was an expression of the evangelistic thrust of Christian education that was fairly typical of that era.
Important, also, in the success of Christian nurture in Arkansas at
that time (as in all times) was the dedicated service of the employed
directors of Christian education. Illustrative of such dedication was
Helen F. (Mrs. Harvey W.) Couch, who served as director for four
years each at Hot Springs and at El Dorado. At each place she planned
creative projects and services. At El Dorado the church school attendance increased so much that a new four-story building was necessary to
house the educational program. 29 Her Family Night programs were outstanding-perhaps an omen of the years she would spend later as edi-
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tor of The Christian Home with the Board of Education 1n Nashville,
Tennessee.
Elizabeth Workman is another example of the dedicated employed
directors of Christian education who served in Arkansas-though in her
case she has also served extensively elsewhere. A 1925 graduate of Henderson-Brown College (where her father was closing a ten-year presi ·
dency), she enrolled at Scarritt College in 1928, along with Ouita
Burroughs (now Mrs . .Marshall T. Steel). In 1929 she went to Jonesboro as director of education, then shifted to North Georgia as conference director of children's work, went from there to the Upper South
Carolina Conference in a similar job; served a year with the Carlisle,
Arkansas, church; served three years at Glenn Memorial Church in Atlanta, served two years at First Church, Austin, Texas; and served four
years as conference director of children's work in the Southwest Texas
Conference. After these wanderings she taught in the public schools at
Conway for thirteen years. She has continued to teach in leadership
schools, mission classes, and so forth. 30
Tne successors of Baker and Brumley as conference secretaries of
education have carried on the tradition of service. These persons have
been Roy E. Fawcett and Neill Hart in Little Rock Conference, and

The Rev. Stanley T. Baugh served on the
Little Rock Conference staff for rural and
Epworth League work (1925-35). Francis
Christie in 1942 was a youth leader in the
same conference.
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Bob Edwards and Earl Carter in North Arkansas. Glenn Sanford did
outstanding work with rural Sunday schools in North Arkansas in the
1930s.
The Christian nurture provided in Arkansas from 1930 to 1960
was not perfect. It had many untrained teachers, but many of them
made up for lack of training by their warmhearted concern for persons. Many small Sunday /church schools had inadequate facilities, and
lack of numbers in some cases led to a feeling of defeatism. Yet many
persons were being reached for Christ and his church, and many were
going out into the world to witness for their faith-both in their personal lives and in the wider areas of their relationships with others.
Western Methodist Assembly at Mt. Sequoyah

Reference has been made elsewhere to the Western Methodist Assembly as a churchwide or jurisdictionwide enterprise and not primarily
an Arkansas enterprise. Yet because of its location, its origin, and its use
it cannot be overlooked in any account of Arkansas Methodism. It is
dealt with here because it has been used frequently for Arkansas Methodist enterprises, and Arkansas Methodists have had a big hand in
establishing it and operating it.
Beginnings

In 1913 a summer assembly grounds named Lake Junaluska, located
near Waynesville, North Carolina, began operating under auspices of
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. It was to be a meeting place for
church gatherings, conferences, short-term schools, and rallies. It was
ideally located for Methodists east of the Mississippi River but a long
way from Arkansas, Texas, and New Mexico. Soon sentiment grew to
establish a similar facility west of the River, and annual conferences were
asked to name representatives to a commission that would study the proposal. The Rev. J. M. Workman and George Thornburgh brought the
proposal to the Little Rock Conference and Dr. A. C. Millar and Mr.
C. E. Hayes, an active layman in the capital city, were named to the
commission. North Arkansas Conference named as its representatives the
Rev. F. S. H. Johnston and Mr. G. C. Harding of Fort Smith.
Dr. Millar acted as convener of the commission and called for it to
meet in First Church, Fort Smith. At that meeting, criteria were agreed
upon for choosing a location for the assembly. 31 Some twenty places
were suggested; fifteen were considered possibilities but eventually the
list was narrowed to nine, and the commission members visited these.
After receiving many attractive propositions from many communities [Neosho,
Missouri; Rogers, Siloam Springs, Imboden, and Fayetteville, Arkansas], the
commissioners at a meeting at Ft. Smith, on March 15, 1922, accepted from
citizens of Fayetteville a proposition of 400 acres, $35,000 in cash, the building
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of a road to the assembly grounds, connection with water and sewer mains,
electric light plant, and telephone facilities. This cost Fayetteville more than
$100,000. . . .32

The Assembly was opened June 20, 1923. The first superintendent
was Mr. J. L. Bond, retiring Arkansas superintendent of education, who
served three and a half years. The Rev. James W. Workman, pastor
to students at Fayetteville, served as interim superintendent for several
months in the spring of 1927. His service then was crucial in the history
of the assembly.
The Superintendents
In July, 1927, the Rev. Sam M. Yancey, a member of North Arkansas Conference who had served as pastor and conference evangelist, became superintendent of the Assembly. During his administration, he remodeled the superintendent's home, built an administration building, a
new dining hall, the Clapp Memorial Auditorium, and many modern
cottages; and by 1936 a $40,000 debt was liquidated. He held many revival meetings, at which he took offerings to help finance the Assembly.
He was a strong prohibitionist, serving for many years as president of
the Anti-Saloon league in Arkansas. He retired in 1950.33
Following the Rev. Mr. Yancey's twenty-three year tenure, the Rev.
Elmer H. Hook moved from the district superintendency at Fayetteville
to the Assembly superintendency "up on the mountain." Hook was a
master craftsman in carpentry, and he made beds, tables, chests of drawers with his own hands. The cottages were modernized, and the Paul E.
and Mildred Martin Building was built, as well as ten large classrooms
and a small infirmary. 34 Mr. Hook died in 1959, a few months after
retiring.
Succeeding Hook was the Rev. E. G. Kaetzell, who developed something of a "master plan" for rebuilding and constructing new facilities.
He saw to the erecting of new lodges and motel-type units and a new
modern cafeteria. The Woman's Building, built largely by Arkansas
women, and owned and governed by a women's board, was given to the
Assembly. The Assembly has been fortunate that in each case the wife
of the superintendent has been a co-laborer with her husband. Mrs.
Kaetzell (and later Mrs. Cate) carried on that tradition of helpfulness.
Mrs. Kaetzell was well known over North Arkansas, having been president of the Conference Woman's Society of Christian Service for three
years.
With Mr. Kaetzell's retirement in 1969, the Rev. N. lee Cate became
superintendent. He had been a popular pastor in the little Rock Conference, with experience in major church building. He has concentrated
on making the buildings more comfortable with central heat and air
conditioning at necessary places. He has faced the problems of changing times and changing patterns of use of the facilities.

Conference leadership gave youth excellent training in churchmanship. These five were officers in 1934 of the Little Rock
Conference Young People's Assembly. Left to right, front row,
are Ruby Lee Jackson, and Mrs. Fr.ed R. Harrison, sponsor, and
back row, are Robert E. L. Bearden, president, Chancellor
Stone, and Johnny Johnson.
Crucial Times

The Assembly has faced several crucial situations in its lifetime. In
the early years- and for a good many of them-it had financial crises.
Dr. Millar, as chairman of the trustees, was seeking a loan of $27,000
in the first year of operation. It was 1936 before a debt of $40,000
was handled, partly by issuing annuity bonds, many of which were purchased by the trustees. Since the women owned the Woman's Building,
their consent had to be secured to make an overall mortgage. 35
There was also a crisis when Professor Bond resigned. James W.
Workman was called on to hold things together until a new superintendent was found; some said his labor of love saved the Assembly from
collapse.
Another difficult time arose about 1938 when demands were made
that the Assembly be available for all races alike-Negroes included.
The trustees struggled with the issue, declaring:
"We must reckon with certain customs of long standing, but we have no
desire to enslave the Church of Jesus to any evil custom. We confess that
drawing the color line . . . is painful to us. We wish to do whatever is
right. . . . We pray that our petitioners . . . themselves are actually doing
what they ask us to do. . . . We ask that charity and forbearance be exercised
by all in this matter." 36
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Eventually the bars were removed and all Methodists-and otherswere and are free to attend the events on the mountain without respect
to race or color.
What the Assembly Has Meant to Arkansas
The location of the Western Methodist Assembly in the bounds of
Arkansas has had several effects on Arkansas Methodists. First, it enlisted a great degree of loyal support by Methodists in the state. Dr.
Millar poured much of his vitality into the undertaking; Methodists will
long be indebted to him for his tenacious support of the project. Numerous Methodist laymen have invested time and money in the cause.
The superintendents (all of them Arkansas ministers) have been faithful to their difficult task. It has also provided a well equipped facility
for Arkansas enterprises when not in use for jurisdictional events. Third,
its being in the state has made it easily possible for Arkansas Methodists
to attend churchwide or jurisdictionwide programs. Fourth, accessibility
to programs at Mt. Sequoyah has meant that Arkansas Methodists have
been exposed to the stimulation of differing viewpoints and in some
cases differing life styles.
The Rev. ]. C. Montgomery, Jr., in writing about the fifty years of
service by the Assembly, quoted Dr. Millar as saying, "'No other institution cost the church so little and accomplished so much.' . . . All of us
whose lives have been touched and blessed by the Assembly during this
half century thank God for Mt. Sequoyah." 37

Christian Nurture in Recent Years

Since "The Fruitful Years of 1930-60" the Christian nurture enterprise in Arkansas-and in America-has undergone times of questioning and of uncertainty about its goals and its methods. The most obvious
sign of this development has been a drastic decline in church school
membership. The figures speak clearly:
1960

North Arkansas Conference
...... 66,914
Little Rock Conference . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 58,321

1965

1970

1975

65,960
57,662

52,194
47,816

46,855
42,010

For whatever reason, Arkansas Methodists are now reaching 36,3 70
fewer persons through the church school than they were fifteen years
ago. This is a loss of almost thirty per cent. For whatever comfort it is,
the trend has been general across the church, although for the South
Central Jurisdiction the loss has been about twenty-one per cent and
for the whole church it has been about twenty-six per cent in the period
of 1960 to 1973 (the latest year for church-wide statistics).
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Many Fine Education P1·ograms Going On

Yet there are many fine examples of creative, enriching nurture that
are going on all over Arkansas. Hundreds and thousands of loyal, competent teachers and leaders at work every Sunday-and on weekdays as
well.
In frequent nurmring enterprises, for example, youth seek to serve
others-even at a distance. Some have already been mentioned; other
examples are the Grand Avenue youth from Hot Springs whom Ralph
E. Hale encouraged to spend time in a work camp in the Indian Mission Conference in 1973 and the First Church, Texarkana, youth who
participated in a medical mission project the same year in the Dominican Republic, accompanied by Dr. and Mrs. Herb Wren. Methodist leaders were encouraged by the great North Arkansas Youth Assembly held
at Hendrix College where 1,000 youth gathered on April 5, 1975.
Bishop W. McFerrin Stowe (an Arkansan himself for a few years while
his father was pastor and presiding elder in Camden, Hot Springs,
Pine Bluff) told them he had never seen a time when as many young
people were concerned about the kind of world we have, and wanting
to give their life to improve it. 38
National recognition came to the Christian education ministry at
First Church, Little Rock, in the December, 1975, issue of The Church
School, United Methodism's Christian education magazine. The church
was praised for its excellent program, a program of which the foundations were laid during the fourteen-year pastorate of Dr. R. E. L.
Bearden and continued by Alvin C. Murray:
There is something about First Church that brings persons Sunday after
Sunday to its church school, and that special something is its style of caring.
Through warm, extended friendship, persons are welcomed and helped to
feel at home. . . . First United Methodist Church is trying to create a center
that will serve the whole community-whatever need is not being met.
Pastor Alvin C. Murray sees his work as helping create a church in the
community that will be seen as a place where people work in their community
needs as a part of their faith expression.'"

Nurture: A Continuing Task

Arkansas Methodists across the years have recognized that nurmre
is a basic part of their task in the church. Methodist Episcopal Bishop
Joseph F. Berry, who held a few conferences in Arkansas, declared in
the Episcopal Message at the 1920 General Conference:
We are the greatest people on earth to get converts and the poorest people
on earth to take care of them after we get them. If we had nurtured and
trained those who have come into our fellowship during the last hundred
years we would now have a membership approximating ten millions of souls
[instead of 2,336,283).' 0
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Methodist church educators in Arkansas continue as in the past to
improve their leadership skills and talents. A recent example (April,
1975) was the attendance by several Arkansas representatives at an unusual conference called "Confrontation: Sunday School" at Perkins
School of Theology in Dallas, Texas. It had as leaders some of the
most competent persons in the country. Present from Arkansas were the
Rev. William M. Wilder, pastor at Wynne and president, North Arkansas Conference Board of Education, the Rev. Arville Brannon, associate
director, North Arkansas Council on Ministries, the Rev. Ronald Clark,
pastor of St. Paul Parish, Harrison; the Rev. and Mrs. John McCormack,
First Church, Harrison; Miss Olive Smith, Christian education consultant, Little Rock; Miss Kathy Fadick, director of Christian Education,
Benton; Miss Bonda Sue Deere, director of Christian education, Jacksonville; and the Rev. Tom Adkinson, Lakeside Church, Pine Bluff.
The group heard Professor Richard Murray of Perkins School of
Theology predict:
"The Sunday School of the future will include a number of new
elements and different approaches but it is also going to be a lot like
the Sunday school in all ages, in which earnest Christians will continue
to be warm, sometimes bitter, often anxious, and engage in angry interchange because each wants to 'learn Christ' in his or her own way. But
the Sunday School will live on." 41

Miss Debi Miles, standing between her
parents, Dr. and Mrs. John P. Miles,
continues the tradition for Arkansas
Methodists to serve beyond the state;
she was commissioned in 1975 for the
"U.S. Two" program. (Right) The
cross against the sky at Mt. Sequoyah
symbolizes the Assembly for many persons.

