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Act 1

SCENE 1 SPRI NG AFTERNCON  CHARLOTTE' S GARDEN ON LOGAN
STREET | N CHARLESTON.

JAY
Good evening. M nanme is Jay. | ama bird in case you don’'t
know it. | know Charleston and Charlotte Butler very well.

Don’t ever underesti mate how much we birds know about what is
going on in what is supposedly your world.

MADAME FI NCH
You' re such a braggart, Jay.

JAY
Not only are you anot her species of bird. You re also
sonet hi ng wor se.

MADAME FI NCH
VWhat’'s that?

JAY
A fennl e.

MADAME FI NCH
And Charlotte Butler?

JAY
That’ s none of your business. She’s a good wonan. Besides
she’ s hunan.

MADAME FI NCH
Jay, Go placidly amd the noise and the haste, and renmenber
what peace there nmay be in silence.

JAY
You' re a phil osophic pest as well.

Tchai kovsky's Swan Lake plays in the
background. Charlotte Butler, appears
to be in her late seventies, works in
her el aborate garden, consisting of
seven rose bushes, petuni as,

i npati ents, pansies, hibiscus,

portul aca, azal eas, cosnps, gerani uns,
zinni as, and marigolds. Trees include
a magnolia, fig, redbud, paper pear,
and apple. Birds drink fromthree
spouti ng fountains.



JAY
(To Audi ence)
| sonmetines mgrate south, but ny nest is in Charleston.
Sonetinmes | visit Savannah, but Charleston is hone.

MADAME FI NCH
This is a play about Charlotte Butler and a few ot her humans.
We birds all love Mss Butler, but so do all the flowers and

trees. Sone humans too, but not all.

JAY
Now | et us look in on what's happeni ng on Logan Street.
CHARLOTTE
My dear famly of flowers and birds. Good Mrning. | hope
you all slept well last night. Mdther thought about you | ast
night. | hope you are enjoying the nusic from Swan Lake. W

are having a wonderful season. You have even all survived
| ast week's torrential rains. Are you all pleased with our
nmusi ¢ selections this year. You all |ook so happy and
heal t hy.

JACCB
I wish these uselss birds would all go away.

CHARLOTTE
Hush, Jacob! You are also a bird. Wy, Good Mrning, M.
Jay. This marks your thirtieth visit this week. Not
counting your visits when |I'mnot here. You too nust |ike
Swan Lake.

Gn, forties, <can not be seen but can
be heard shouting over the fence.

GN(OS)
Can you turn that nusic down.

JAY
What a pest this G n woman is!

MADAME FI NCH
Hush. As far as possible, w thout surrender, be on good
terms with all persons. Speak your truth quietly and clearly;
and listen to others,

JAY
Oh, brother.

CHARLOTTE
What’ s your problem dear nei ghbor!



G N
| don't |like classical music.

CHARLOTTE
Because thou art a dope!

MADAME FI NCH
She’s really not a dope.

JAY
Shut up!

G N
Wiy do you keep playing this nusic/.

CHARLOTTE
The flowers love it.

JAY
So do the good birds.

G N
Why not try some rap mnusic

MADAME FI NCH
Ch, Cod.

CHARLOTTE
Rap would kill the birds, the flowers, and maybe event he
bricks.

G N
Nei ghbor dear

CHARLOTTE
Do | snell a cakel

G N

| did. For you.

She stands on a bench and can now be
seen. She has a cake.

G N (CONT' D)
Char| eston Chocol ate Marble. To perfection.

CHARLOTTE
Perhaps the flowers will forgive you for your bad taste in
nmusi c.

JAY

Not the birds.



G N
Feed them t he cake.
CHARLOTTE
| don't love themthat nuch
G N
I have a favor to ask
CHARLOTTE
I can only grant favors on a full stomach
G N
I have a fork and pl ate.
CHARLOTTE
Fork it over, baby doll. O clinb over the fence!
G N

Your flowers mght wlt if they hear gossip.

CHARLOTTE
My flowers |ove gossip as nuch as they | ove good nusic.

G n opens the gate.

G N

Not as agile as | was twenty years ago.
CHARLOTTE

Not bad for a seventy year old woman.
G N

What! | haven't reached fifty yet!
CHARLOTTE

Ha! Now the gossip you prom sed?
G N

Not so fast?
CHARLOTTE

Perk up or shut up
G N

How about the birds? They m ght hear. Madane dear

Suddenly all the birds appear on the
fence post.

CHARLOTTE
You don't think they |ike gossip?



G N
But they're birds!

JAY
VWhat a fool!

MADAME FI NCH
You're right this tine

CHARLOTTE

These are ny birds and ny birds |i ke gossip.

G N
Your birds? You're so silly.

Suddenly Jacob, Charlotte's parrot

shout s out

JACCB

That's what you think, Turkey Lady.
CHARLOTTE

You hear the guy.
JACCB

Can’t you get that dunb parrot to shut up
CHARLOTTE

Hush, Jacob
JAY (O S.)

That is the nost detestable parrot in the world.
nei ghbor hood eagl e woul d do sonet hi ng about hi m

MADAME FINCH (O S.)

Oh, hush.

JACCB
The gossi p? (to G n) Turkey!

G N
Hush!

JACCB

I can nmake life mserable for you

CHARLOTTE
Be kind to our guests, Jacob.

JACCB
She's your guest. Not m ne.

w sh t hat



CHARLOTTE
She's our guest. Now be quiet or you go into the house.
JACCB
Bi t ch!
CHARLOTTE
Into the house you go.
JACCB

No justice around here.

Charlotte picks up the cage and puts it
in the house as G n sticks her tongue
out at Jacob

JAY (O S.)
This guy has got to go. He's a discredit to all birds.
MADAME FI NCH
Hush!
G N
Who's the turkey now
JACCB
Revenge is on its way, Signora Turkey. And Charlotte, could
sonmeone please kill off that usel ess blue jay!
G N
Take that | oudnmouthed crow into the house!
JACCB
A crow 1've heard YQU cal |l ed worse!
JAY

Perhaps, G n is a good wonan, after all

G n examnes the flowers while
Charlotte brings Jacob into the house.

CHARLOTTE (O. S.)
Who' s the news about.

MADAME FI NCH
Ch, oh!'!  The fireworks now begin.

G N
Us. You, ne, and the The new man in ny life.

CHARLOTTE
Anot her one?



G N
Thi s one is unique.

CHARLOTTE
Anot her one.

G N
You' ve seen hi m bef ore.

CHARLOTTE
Who is it?

G N
Archdal e Street.

CHARLOTTE

There are no eligible single nen on Archdale Street. Sone
very ineligible.

G N
This one's eligible.
CHARLOTTE
There are no eligible unmarried nen on Archdale Street!
G N
The Senator |ives there.
CHARLOTTE
We have fornmer senators by the bus |oads in Charleston
G N
This one's from New Hanpshire
CHARLOTTE
You nean...?
G N
I think you have a crush on him
CHARLOTTE
How did YOU neet hinf
G N
He's been asking questions about you.
CHARLOTTE
Me?.
G N

He's young enough to be your son.



CHARLOTTE
He's nearly eighty!

G N
About right he's 79.
CHARLOTTE
When is his birthday?
G N
Wiy do you want to know.
CHARLOTTE
What day?
G N
M ddl e of Cctober.
CHARLOTTE
What specific day?
G N
A bit nosy. Cctober 17.
CHARLOTTE
You're sure?
G N

Are you up to this astrol ogi cal nonsense.

CHARLOTTE
| did yours this norning. And you are up for sone surprises
t oday.

G N
You'll be pleased to know that he wants to neet you. How
about tonight?
CHARLOTTE
| have no interest.
G N
Come now, Lady Logan.
CHARLOTTE
Stop that nonsense. Neither one of us is a |ady.
G N
Wiy can't you cone?
CHARLOTTE

"' m playi ng bridge tonight. Anot her tine. Maybe.
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G N
The whole world is dying to neet this man. Renenber when he
was naned the best | ooking nenber of Congress.

G n's cell phone rings.

G N
Just a sec. (Delighted) Ch, yes.... Yes, it's true. WII
you be able to cone to dinner?...Wnderful. Yes. |'msure |
can coax her into comng. Fine. Hold on.
CHARLOTTE
You really want nme to cone?
G N
(Hal f heartedly) O course.
CHARLOTTE
"Il take a rain check
G N
pi cks up phone) She can't cone. |I’m so saddened by it ...I
w Il ask her again...(turns to Haze) Can you cone.
CHARLOTTE
No.
G N
She can't cone. "Wat tine? See you. (to Charlotte) So
sorry you can't cone. |'d love to know why he has so nuch
interest in you. MVW
CHARLOTTE

| have no idea.

Phone ri ngs.

G N
Ch, no. ...... Yes, |I'lIl be there at once. ...Wo's with
her. ..... Tom Oh, no! | will be there as soon as
possi bl e.

CHARLOTTE
VWhat is it?

G N
Aunt Flora's maid. M dear Aunt Flora fell! And that no
good cousin Tomis wth her. | nust |eave at once for
Savannah.

CHARLOTTE

And the Senator?
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G N
I"mcalling himnow.

The phone ri ngs.

G N (CONT' D)
Hello... | was just getting ready to call you...W wll have
to cancel?... | understand... M Dear Aunt just had a serious
accident... Right , next week..l'msure you'll be fine.
Goodbye, Sweet heart.

CHARLOTTE

What's wong with sweetheart.

G N
He al so forgot that he has to get a mnor procedure this
af ternoon and m ght be spendi ng overnight at the hospital.
We can reschedule. Gotta go. It's already nine o' clock.

Suddenly thunder and |ighteni ng emanate
fromthe sky. The stage becones dark
for a second.

CHARLOTTE
Good God!

G N
VWhere is that thunder from

CHARLOTTE
God only knows.

MADAME FI NCH

(G ggling) W know why.

Suddenly the sun shines and darkness
and thunder di sappear.

CHARLOTTE
(To the birds) Hello!

G N
Wiy have these birds assenbl ed here.

CHARLOTTE
God only knows.

JAY

That’s right. Mss Butler hit the nail on the head

O torino Respighi's The Birds cones on
in the background
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SCENE 2 7 0' CLOCK THAT NI GHT CHARLOITE' S LI VI NG ROOM

Dvorak's Sl avoni ¢ Dances plays in the
background. Charlotte is asleep on a
chair. She hears the doorbell ring and

awakens
CHARLOTTE
Com ng.
She opens the door.
Senator Mark Snythe, |ate seventies,
tall, distinguished, with heavy gray
hair. Well dressed in a suit. He
carries a bouquet of flowers.
MARK
Ms. Butler , excuse ne for this intrusion, |I'm..
CHARLOTTE
Mar k Snyt he!
MARK
| had been hopi ng you woul d be hone.
CHARLOTTE
| thought you were in the hospital.
MADAME FI NCH
| wonder what this is all about.
JAY
Time will tell. Now hush.
MARK
Ch, just an in and out thing. W found out quickly enough
what the problemwas. |'mfine. Gn had to cancel our get
t oget her. These flowers are for you.
CHARLOTTE
I thought I new every flower on the planet. | have never seen

ones |like these before. Were did you get them and what are
t hey call ed.

MARK
May | cone in?

CHARLOTTE
"' m playi ng bridge tonight.

MARK
I only can see you tonight..



CHARLOTTE
Unl ess there's a cancell ation

The phone ri ngs.

CHARLOTTE ( CONT' D)
Excuse ne. (Pi cks up phone) A cancellation? ....l was
| ooking forward to playing. ...Have you and | played
t oget her before.

She signals Mark to cone in

CHARLOTTE ( CONT' D)
Well, cone in. To what do | owe this delightful visit?

MARK
OCh, just social visit.
CHARLOTTE
Why, of course!
MARK

I have wanted to neet the G and Lady of Logan Street for
some tine

CHARLOTTE
I"mneither a | ady nor grand. You' ve had a home here for
ten years as | recall

MARK
Quite a nenory!

CHARLOTTE
Not bad for a 95 year ol d woman.

MARK
Ni nety-five!

CHARLOTTE
Not a day younger.

MARK
| wouldn't admt to it.

CHARLOTTE
| usually don't.

MARK
Wiy with nme?

CHARLOTTE

You' re speci al .
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Al nost .

Jack Dani el s?

MARK
| gather you know how old | am
CHARLOTTE
I never | ook at public records.
MARK
Seventy- nine.
CHARLOTTE
I"mold enough to be your nother.
MARK
A m ghty young not her.
CHARLOTTE
WIIl you have sone coffee?
MARK
No, Thank you.
CHARLOTTE
Tea or wine or sonething stiffer?
MARK
You're acting |like a Charleston nother.
CHARLOTTE
"' msure your own nother is the sane way.
MARK
She just died at 106.
CHARLOTTE

Mmm M nother also died at 106.
personal questions?

MARK
Go ahead.

CHARLOTTE
Do you play bridge?

MARK
Weak twos.

CHARLOTTE
Bl ackwood, Gerber?

MARK

Smal | wood, Jacoby, transfer?

May | ask you a deeply
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CHARLOTTE
How often do you play?

MARK
Oten.

CHARLOTTE
Do you dance?

MARK

My first wwfe and | danced three days a week for fifty years.

CHARLOTTE
And do yo |ike oysters?

MARK
Eat themthree tinmes a week. Even sleep better when | eat
them Geat question. Do you like flowers? You really do
ask deeply personal questions. \What are your non deeply
personal questions |ike?

CHARLOTTE
Shall we go to the Garden? Fol | ow ne.

She begi ns wal ki ng out.

MARK

May | use your phone while you go into the garden?
CHARLOTTE

By all neans.
JAY

He- he-he. W know what he’'s up to.

MADAME FI NCH
You're terrible, Jay!!

Charlotte reenters and imediately

di sconnects the tel evision, radio and
t el ephone. Suddenly, thunder and
lightening are heard. Charlotte rushes
back in. Mark is | ooking at the
phot ogr aphs on the mantel .

CHARLOTTE ( CONT' D)

We'll have to wait till the rain is over
MARK

Fine. 1 love to ook at old phot ographs.
CHARLOTTE

Wy ?
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MARK
They tell the story of a famly. Is that your father?
CHARLOTTE
Yes.
MARK
Handsone chap.
CHARLOTTE

The grandson of a Gvil War Ceneral. You know you bear a
resenbl ance to him He died of a heart attack when | was a
child. My nother ended out being a wi dow for eighty years.

MARK
And t hese nust be your children?

CHARLOTTE
Al four of them Two step and two biological. | treated
themall alike.

MARK

Thi s nust be your husband.

CHARLOTTE
Andrew. My Love. He died ten years ago, and | think of him
everyday. Seventy years of marriage. And ..

MARK
And t hese nust be your grandchil dren.
CHARLOTTE
Ni ne, and two great.
MARK
You nust be a doting grandnot her.
CHARLOTTE
| am not.
MARK
You don't gl oat?
CHARLOTTE
Do | look like an idiot.
MARK

Aren't you proud of them

CHARLOTTE
A grandnot her has to be. Do you have grandchil dren?



MARK
Ei ght and one on the way. Wuld you like to see their
pi ctures.

CHARLOTTE
Not particularly. And how many chil dren?

MARK
Four . Most people can't stop tal king about their
grandchi | dren.

CHARLOTTE

That's because they have nothing better to do.

MARK
Don't your grandchildren | ove you?

CHARLOTTE
Too nmuch. Now let's get to a serious matter. (Beat)
Ast rol ogy.

MARK
My first wwfe read hers every day in the newspaper.

CHARLOTTE
And your second w fe?

MARK
Shall we change the subject?

CHARLOTTE
VWhat is your birthday.

MARK
Cct ober 17.

CHARLOTTE
As | thought?

MARK
How do you know?

CHARLOTTE
cGut feeling.

MARK
And yours?

CHARLOTTE
My what ?

MARK

Bi rt hday?
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CHARLOTTE
January 177

MARK
As | thought.

CHARLOTTE
How do you know?

MARK
cGut feeling.

CHARLOTTE

Here we neet for the first time and have gut feelings about
one anot her.

MARK

We're "gutsy" people. (w nking) Remarkable.
CHARLOTTE

(wi nking) Remarkable. 1'd like to do your horoscope?
MARK

You can't do it.
CHARLOTTE

Wy ?
MARK

I know the day and year | was born but not the tine.
CHARLOTTE

Your parents didn't tell you?
MARK

That was a conplicated thing.
CHARLOTTE

I"I'l just guess a tine.
MARK

You can't do that.
CHARLOTTE

Remenber, this is Charleston. W can do whatever we want.
MARK

When?
CHARLOTTE

10:33 PM  Now | et nme proceed
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MARK
Shall we continue playing this gane.
CHARLOTTE
VWhat are you tal ki ng about ?
MARK
Oh di sregard what | said.
CHARLOTTE
Very well. COctober 17. (She pulls out astrological chart.

Now let's see. A Libra. Your personal ruling planets are

“Venus and Saturn. Restraint, self doubt and sonetines
cynicismcan mar an otherw se great future for you. Your

| ucky colors are deep blue and bl ack. Your |ucky gens are

bl ue sapphire, lapis lazuli and anethyst. Your |ucky days of
the week are Wednesday, Friday and Saturday. Your |ucky
nunbers and years of inportant change are 8, 17, 26, 35, 44,
53, 62, 71. Fanous people born on your birthday include
Arthur MIler, Rita Hayworth, Montgonery Cdift, and

Nat hani el West.”

MARK

| don't need to know ny future. My future is now.
CHARLOTTE

W all need a future. W're never too ol d. You need to

express any unresolved issues of |ove and cl oseness that stem
from parental involvenent as this nmay resurface during your

| ater rel ationships and social obligations. It is inportant
for you to air out any grievances or grudges.

MARK
Where | amnow, | have no grudges. Now let's stop.

Thunder and |ightening are heard.

MARK
Does your astrol ogy explain the thunder and |ightening?
CHARLOTTE
No. You're a sassy young nan.
MARK
You' re a sassy wonan.
CHARLOTTE

We have so nmany simlar traits.

MARK
10:33 PM A guess?
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CHARLOTTE
A guess. Yes.

MARK
Telling the truth?

CHARLOTTE
You think I would |ie?

MARK

Hope not. Because | WAS born at 10: 33 PM

A knock is heard at the door. Charlotte
answers. Mark | eaves the room

CHARLOTTE
Hello, Mriam Let ne check.

She picks up tel ephone and notices that
it does not work. Goes back to door.

CHARLOTTE (cont' d)
It's out of order. Probably storm damage. Thank you. WII
see you at bridge tonmorrow. If the synagogue still has
electricity. The telephone is not working. Mist be the
weat her .

Thunder and |ightening strike again.
We hear birds off stage.

MARK
" m surprised you don't have a dog.
CHARLOTTE
Had them for years. | love all animals. | had 16 dogs. See
their pictures on the wall.
MARK
We al ways had dogs.
CHARLOTTE
I now travel too nuch. But I have thousands of pets.
MARK
Oh?
CHARLOTTE
Birds, squirrels, and one raccoon. Also, thousands of
flowers. |It's stopped raining. Shall we visit them
MARK

Lead ne, Madane
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CHARLOTTE
Parl ez vous Francai s?

MARK
Pas Bi en.

CHARLOTTE

Shall we step into the garden?

They wal k into the garden. The birds
are all perched on the fence.

MADAME FINCH (O S.)
This story gets nore interesting by the m nute.

JAY (O S.)
Be qui et.
MARK
Lovel y garden. And are those birds really yours?
CHARLOTTE
O course.
JAY

Let’s get out!

Suddenly the birds flee.

CHARLOTTE
They' ve never done that before.
MARK
Did | scare them away?
CHARLOTTE
No. It's the classical nusic.
MARK
I don't hear any.
CHARLOTTE
That's why they ran off.
MARK

Mss Butler. You're charming! Do you really believe that?

CHARLOTTE
You bet. Shall we go inside.

MARK
The pictures. May | see sone nore. Your nother seens |ike
an interesting woman
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CHARLOTTE
We buried her ten years ago. Now tell ne about your kids and
grand ki ds.

MARK
| thought you weren't..

CHARLOTTE
Heari ng about themonce is OK Twice is stale.

MARK
Well there's Mary, she's about to becone Massachusetts
I i eutenant governor. She has four kids. Married three tines.
And Harry is a top Wall Street |awer. Poor guy. Married
twice, four kids. Now sleeping with a binbo. Jean is a
Fl ori da housewi fe. And then the youngest. Bob

CHARLOTTE
VWhat about hi n®

MARK
A decade ago he cane hone with a spouse.

CHARLOTTE
How ni ce.

MARK
The spouse was a he.

CHARLOTTE
Vel | ?

MARK

My first reaction was to strangle them And then | slept on
it, and decided that | would either |love '"emor strangle em
And | love "emboth to is day.

CHARLOTTE
Good for you! I'"'mready for nmy daily drink. Please join ne.
VWhat will have you to drink?
MARK
Not hi ng.
CHARLOTTE
Not even water?
MARK
Nope.
CHARLOTTE

I wll have nmy regul ar Jack Daniels.
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MARK
Wth sone water | hope.

CHARLOTTE
Nope. Pure. Over ice.

MARK
At 95.

CHARLOTTE
My doctor tells nme that | will die if | continue to drink
my daily JD.

MARK
And?

CHARLOTTE

He' been telling nme this for over forty years.
She pours herself a drink.

MARK
You're a remar kabl e wonan.

CHARLOTTE
You're a remarkable man. (She | ooks out the wi ndow. ) Wy are
all the flags being flown at half nast.

MARK
General Buttner died.

CHARLOTTE
I never heard of him

MARK
A great general. (He picks up picture from mantel)

CHARLOTTE
You sure |ike these pictures.

MARK
Why do you think so?

CHARLOTTE
I know.

MARK
Oh?

CHARLOTTE

You know t oo.
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MARK
| do?

CHARLOTTE
Still being coy, Senator Snythe?

MARK
Wiy, Ms. Butler . Coy?

A fire-truck siren roars.

CHARLOTTE
There must be a fire in the nei ghborhood.
MARK
Do you like toy fire trucks?
CHARLOTTE
What a silly question to ask.
MARK
Wel |l do you?
CHARLOTTE
Do you want to see ny train set upstairs?
MARK
Not now.
CHARLOTTE
Are you com ng agai n?
MARK
| like fire trucks too. | remenber one | received when | was
four.
CHARLOTTE
Do you still have it?
MARK
It's at ny hone in Massachusetts. It's ny favorite toy.
CHARLOTTE
Even now?
MARK
Even now?
CHARLOTTE

Wul d you care to dance with ne.

MARK
To musi c?
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CHARLOTTE
It's the best way to dance.

MARK
The outlets aren't working.

She turns on the CD player and it

wor ks.
CHARLOTTE
It works. Isn't that weird. Let's dance.
MADAME FI NCH
This is getting cozy.
JAY

But he’s such a dammed |iar.

Mark and Charlotte dance to the
Tennessee Wl tz.

MARK
You're quite a dancer.

CHARLOTTE
You t oo.

MARK
We have nmuch in common

CHARLOTTE
| dare not say it.

MARK
Say what ?

The fire truck siren blares |oudly

agai n.

CHARLOTTE

M's. Anderson nmust have |l eft her gas burners on again. She's
getting up there in years. Now 89.

MARK
But you're 95.

CHARLOTTE
She's her type of 89, I'mny type of 95.

MARK
So you're fascinated by fire trucks?

They st op danci ng.
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CHARLOTTE
Yes. Of course. And you too. You still have that fire
truck since you were four
MARK
Yes. It puzzles nme to this day.
CHARLOTTE
n?
MARK
Yes.
CHARLOTTE
At 807
MARK
Yes. | received it as a gift when | was four. | recall the

night | was given that gift. A nysterious wonan gave ne that
gift.

CHARLOTTE
Myst eri ous?

Mark's m nd wanders off. Silence for
awhile. Charlotte eyes remain upon him

MARK
I was very sick. (his mnd wanders off)n My nother and fat her
were very concerned. | fell into a deep sleep, and then I
awoke hours afterwards. CQutside, | heard ny nother speaking
to a wonman whose voice | had never heard before. | heard her

mention Charl eston, and that she had to get back to her
husband.

CHARLOTTE
How i nteresting! From Charl eston?
MARK
Per haps you know her.
CHARLOTTE
I mght. Sure you won't have sone Scotch
MARK
Nope.
CHARLOTTE

You al ways had a good |iquor cabinet in your Capitol Hil
honme i n Washi ngt on.

MARK
How do you know t hat!



CHARLOTTE
(smling)lt's none of your business.

MARK
| have one question to ask you.

CHARLOTTE
Yes?

MARK
Are you ny not her?

CHARLOTTE
I have a nore conpl ex question for you

MARK
Yes?

CHARLOTTE
Are you ny son?

MARK
What ?

CHARLOTTE
You woul d know better than I.

MARK
Wy ?

CHARLOTTE
You' ve been searching for years.

MARK
But . .

CHARLOTTE
So have 1I.

MARK
Then. ..

CHARLOTTE
Yes.

MARK
How do you know?

CHARLOTTE
| gave you a test.

MARK

On?



Puzzl ed?

Yes.

No, you' re not!

Al right. Al right!

St op the nonsense.

Let's get to the point.

CHARLOTTE

MARK

CHARLOTTE

MARK

CHARLOTTE

MARK

ARE YOU MY MOTHER?
CHARLOTTE

IT'S TOO LATE AT NI GHT TO GET A BLOOD TEST! And what
difference would it make. ?

MARK
Well, for one, it would solve a nystery for ne.
CHARLOTTE
Did you |l ook at records?
MARK
Records? There were none. But | know.
CHARLOTTE
Know what .
MARK
That you are ny not her.
CHARLOTTE
Can you prove it?
MARK
W' ve been pl ayi ng.
CHARLOTTE
| feel it.
MARK
So do I.
CHARLOTTE

Then | pronounce us Mt her and Son.

28.
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MARK
You | ove to play ganes.
CHARLOTTE
Are you ny not her
MARK
Are you m nel
CHARLOTTE

Yes.

The fire siren ring truck cones by.

MARK
There's a fire!
CHARLOTTE
Can this be coincidence!
MARK
There are no coi nci dences.
CHARLOTTE
Let me | ook out he wi ndow to see what's happening...it's Ms.
Anni stan's house. ...She's left the burners on again...No
probl em
MARK
Let's hope.
CHARLOTTE
"' mrushing over.
MARK
Shall | conme with you?
CHARLOTTE

I shall be right back.

She picks up G n's cake.

MARK
Wiy are you bringing a cake to a fire.
CHARLOTTE
Because she' Il feel better.
MARK

And if it's areal fire.

CHARLOTTE
It isn't.
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She rushes out and Mark begins

exam ning the pictures closely. W
hear the fire sirens again, indicator
an end to the fire. He takes each photo
and exam nes it closely. She returns.

MARK
Back early.
CHARLOTTE
Too nmuch activity. [|'ll drop by tonorrow.
MARK
["1l have that drink.
CHARLOTTE
VWhat will it be?
MARK

Jack Dani els on the rocks.

CHARLOTTE
You're drinking preferences are in your bl ood.

MARK
Anot her coi nci dence

She pours hima drink.

CHARLOTTE

On the rocks? Then ny journey has not been in vain.
MARK

Yes.
CHARLOTTE

I don't think we'll need a maternity test.
MARK

You' re ny not her.
CHARLOTTE

| am not.
MARK

Why! You didn't want ne?

CHARLOTTE
| only brought you into the world.

MARK
Do you have any notherly feeling?



CHARLOTTE
Want the truth?

MARK
Yes

CHARLOTTE
No.

MARK

Is there ice water going through your veins?

CHARLOTTE
Nope. Had there been, you would not have been born.

MARK
It's hard to believe that your ny biol ogical parent.

She lights a cigarette.

CHARLOTTE
You know | clean ny own house every day.

Five bedroons | clean them nyself.

Ther apeuti c.

MARK
VWhat does this have to do with this revel ation.

CHARLOTTE
| Have to visit ny broker in the norning.

MARK
There's no sequence to what you are sayi ng.

CHARLOTTE
You find out a mnute ago that |I m ght be your nother and
you're already arguing with ne.

MARK

Madam perhaps | should | eave.
CHARLOTTE

Stop "Madam ng" ne. | am not a nadam
MARK

You are a difficult nother.
CHARLOTTE

I am not your nother!
MARK

Then what are you?
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CHARLOTTE
The woman who bore you
MARK
Shall 1 |eave?
CHARLOTTE
Wy ?
MARK
| spend a lifetinme searching for you...
CHARLOTTE
And now you found ne.
MARK
And you won't even call nme your son
CHARLOTTE
You al ready have a nother. Wy did you cone?
MARK
To search ny roots.
CHARLOTTE
Now you found them \What el se do you.
MARK
You seem al nbst sangui ne.
CHARLOTTE
VWhat the hell does that nean?
MARK
Bl oody.
CHARLOTTE
First icy and then sanguine. Gve ne a break!
MARK
G ve you a break?
CHARLOTTE
You Senators are always arrogant.
MARK
How do you know?
CHARLOTTE

I know them Piles of "emin ny famly.

MARK
Then they are m ne too then.



CHARLOTTE
That's stretching it. But | suppose so.
MARK
I think I"Il Ieave.
CHARLOTTE
But | know you especially.
MARK
Me especially. You should..
CHARLOTTE
No not for that reason..
MARK
What then?
CHARLOTTE
I've been in your hone, and know your ani nmal s.
MARK
What !
CHARLOTTE
| was there six tines.
MARK
You were not.
CHARLOTTE
Does 115 strike a bell?
MARK
Not really?
CHARLOTTE
Did you ever have an address with 115 in it.
MARK
Yes.
CHARLOTTE
There's your answer.
MARK
VWhat! | ''m confused.
CHARLOTTE
And | | oved your two dogs and cat.
MARK

MADAME!

33.
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CHARLOTTE
Do not call nme a MADAME. I ain't one.
MARK
Lady Logan
CHARLOTTE
| do not |ike that one either. |l ain't a Brit. Hundr eds of

my ancestors fought against themin the Revol utionary War.

MARK
How do you know about ny two cats and four dogs?
CHARLOTTE
| only knew four of them Essex, Cody, Yorkie, and Panda.
Cute ani mal s.
MARK
How do you know t heml
CHARLOTTE
I wal ked both dogs. And played wth Panda.
MARK
Panda!
CHARLOTTE
| loved that cat.
MARK
Pl ease expl ai n!
CHARLOTTE
You sound so senatorial. Think of 115.
MARK
(comng to a realization) Li ke 115 Third Street.
CHARLOTTE
North East.
MARK
Qur Capitol Hi Il hone in Washi ngton. You were there?
CHARLOTTE
Six times.
MARK
What !
CHARLOTTE

And you renenber W nks?
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MARK
Had a tenant in ny basenent apartnent with a cat by that
name?

CHARLOTTE
A tenant ?

MARK
Mary.

CHARLOTTE

Take a | ook at the gallery you like so nuch.

Mar k peruses the gallery, and picks up
one picture. He |looks at it briefly.

MARK
I's that Mary!
CHARLOTTE
| thought you Senators were snart.
MARK
I's that Mary!
CHARLOTTE
Yes.
MARK
My sister!
CHARLOTTE
She |ived under your roof for six years.
MARK
And how often were you there?
CHARLOTTE
Five tines..
MARK
And you knew. .
CHARLOTTE
| did not. | had a hunch.
MARK
And you said nothing! | still don't know why you...
CHARLOTTE
What did you expect ne to do? Junp into your dining room and
announce to you and your wife of the tine and say : "l ook,

"' myour nmunmy.
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MARK

No, but..
CHARLOTTE

Are you gl ad you found the woman who bore you?
MARK

Frankly, | think she's a bitch.
CHARLOTTE

Al right, Junior. You're here because | said yes.
MARK

Ei ghty years ago. Well why not say yes now.
CHARLOTTE

|'"ve said yes. But now there is another turn.
MARK

Yes?
CHARLOTTE

There is no doubt that | am your biol ogical parent.
MARK

What proof do we have?
CHARLOTTE

Wiy would | |ie?
MARK

Per haps faulty nenory.
CHARLOTTE

Because of ny age? You' ve got to be ki dding.

MARK
| am not. No bl ood test.

CHARLOTTE
You said you liked bridge, you danced. All those traits...

MARK
Hardly scientific proof.

CHARLOTTE
Li ke any Senator. Highly legalistic. And the fire truck?

MARK
Coi nci dent al



37.

CHARLOTTE
Look, we need not play ganes. | |ook into your eyes and |
know who you are. Now are you sati sfi ed.
MARK
Wth that, | think I wll go.
CHARLOTTE
| want you to acconpany ne sonmewhere
MARK
| don't feel obliged, Lady Logan.
CHARLOTTE
Senator, please.
MARK
What do you want ?
CHARLOTTE
Can you acconpany ne somewhere.
MARK
\Wher e?
CHARLOTTE
St. Phillips Cenetery.
MARK
What !
CHARLOTTE
St. Phillips Cenetery.
MARK
VWhat for?
CHARLOTTE
I want to present you to the only man | | ove.
MARK
What ?
CHARLOTTE
To the only man | have ever | oved
MARK
Who is that?
CHARLOTTE

Andr ew, ny husband.
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MARK
You did not |ove ny father?
CHARLOTTE
I nost certainly did not |ove the man who seduced ne at 16.
MARK
Tell nme about himfirst.
CHARLOTTE
A scoundrel of the first order.
MARK
Have you nai ntai ned contact?
CHARLOTTE
No.
MARK
| want to know nore
CHARLOTTE
Il will tell you later. But first will you acconpany ne. |It's
just a short wal k.
MARK
I woul d rather not.
CHARLOTTE
Pl ease. Do you want to find the rest out?
MARK
Wiy do you want nme with you?
CHARLOTTE
Because | nust apologize to the only man | ever | oved.
MARK
About what ?
CHARLOTTE
You?
MARK
Me?
CHARLOTTE
You see, | never did tell himabout you. And I want to go

there and have you with ne.

MARK
You want ne to go to himto apol ogi ze about ne?
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CHARLOTTE
Pl ease cone. Help nme to nmake it right by him You see |
never told hi mabout you.

MARK
Wiy not ?

CHARLOTTE
Because he woul d never have understood. | want to expl ain why
to him

MARK

And what role do | serve?

CHARLOTTE
It's the way it's gotta be. WII you pl ease cone

MARK
On one condition. That we avoid contact with any ot her
peopl e on the way.

CHARLOTTE
Wy ?

MARK
It's how!l want it. And if you want nme to cone...

CHARLOTTE
At this tinme that should be no problem Shall we go? Let ne
pi ck sonme flowers first.

MARK
As you wi sh. Madane Lady Logan.

JAY
Aren’t these humans strange! (O S.)

MADAME FI NCH
Hush! This is such a dramatic nonent. (O S)

Act 2
SCENE 1 THE STREETS OF OLD CHARLESTON SHORTLY LATER

Charlotte and Mark wal k through the
streets of Charl eston

JAY (O S.)
I’d like to follow thembut it’s past our bedtine.

MADAME FI NCH
I shall go al one.



so nmuch better.

ni ght ?

JAY

Suit yourself, Madane N bby nose.
MARK

This wal k feels ghoulish.
CHARLOTTE

Wy ?
MARK

Li ke sonething out of a 1940's novi e.
CHARLOTTE

| feel fine. The brisk air nmakes ne feel
MARK

Do we have to go through this exercise at
CHARLOTTE

| may never see you again.
MARK

I Iive dowmn the street fromyou?
CHARLOTTE

You're rarely in town.
MARK

Did | see Mss Pinckney peek through the w ndow.
CHARLOTTE

Peeki ng t hrough wi ndows i s her occupati on.
MARK

Doesn't bring in nuch noney.
CHARLOTTE

Trust funds do.
MARK

| saw another blind pulled up.
CHARLOTTE

Don't you see the favor we're doing them
MARK

VWhat favor?
CHARLOTTE

We give them sonet hing to do.

MARK
Now about ny father?

40.
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CHARLOTTE
I don't know anything about your father.

MARK
No, the bi ol ogi cal

CHARLOTTE
THAT skunk

MARK
I's he from Charl eston.

CHARLOTTE
Once.

MARK
Is he dead?

CHARLOTTE
Hopeful Iy so.

MARK
There's sonmeone com ng.

CHARLOTTE
So what ?

MARK

| said | want avoid people.

CHARLOTTE
| can't control who's wal king down the street. How could you
want to avoid people if you...(She nods to a wonan) Hello
Alice. (to Mark) You see that Church we are passing?

MARK
St. Mchaels Catholic?

CHARLOTTE
It nmeans so nuch to ne. That was Andrew s church

MARK
Then why is he buried in an Epi scopal cenetery?

CHARLOTTE
He was rai sed an Epi scopalian, but converted to Catholicism
But he wanted to be buried with his ancestors.

MARK
How does a Catholic nmanage to get buried in an Episcopal
cenetery?
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CHARLOTTE
He left each church a mllion dollars. They all shut up.
MARK
Wy ?
CHARLOTTE
Money tal ks.
MARK
Do you believe in religion?
CHARLOTTE
I"ve lived with it all ny life.
MARK
Cat hol i c too?
CHARLOTTE

Maybe. | raised the kids Catholic to keep Andrew happy. | did
so much work that the Pastor decided to nom nate ne as
South Carolina's Catholic Mdther of the Year. Well to make a
| ong story short, | canpai gned agai nst nyself, and a few of
the nothers wanted to even canoni zed ne for being so
sel fl ess.

MARK
Wiy di d you canpai gn agai nst yoursel f?
CHARLOTTE
Because | wasn't Catholic. | just pretended to be one. And

very active too. Charities, PTA Soup Kitchens, sick and so
on.

MARK
And | suppose you're agai nst abortion too?

CHARLOTTE
| believe in the right to choose. A woman's right

MARK
Wel | how about the fetus of 80 years ago?

CHARLOTTE
| so not believe in M right to choose.

MARK
And how did you nmanage this baby delivery?

CHARLOTTE
Not easy.
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MARK
Did you not her know about it?
CHARLOTTE
Are you ki ddi ng?
MARK
By ny cal cul ation, you were 16.
CHARLOTTE
About .
MARK
And so how did you proceed? And unnoticed?
CHARLOTTE
Ask no questions? Just be grateful!
MARK
For what ?
CHARLOTTE
You' re being here.
MARK
How did you do it?
CHARLOTTE

| got a sunmer job working in Boston. And | was able to carry
nmyself so that | didn't appear pregnant. And then there were
the nuns..They were Godsends. But in those days | wanted you
rai sed an Epi scopalian. And you know, they respected ny

W shes. You were given to sone God-fearing Episcopalians.

MARK
Why did you go through all this grief.
CHARLOTTE
I had to.
MARK
Because abortions weren't easy?
CHARLOTTE
They weren't but... | knew people who could help ne if I
want ed one.
MARK

Wul d you do the sanme today?

CHARLOTTE
Moot questi on. | can't have any nore babi es.
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MARK
You're so remarkable. Are you sure you can't.
CHARLOTTE
M racl es do happen.
MARK
My dear Lady Logan!
CHARLOTTE
Agai n?
MARK
Is it true that there are ghosts in these houses
CHARLOTTE
Every street in Charl eston has ghosts.
MARK
Do you believe in the?
CHARLOTTE

Every street in Charl eston has ghosts according to two types
of peopl e.

MARK
Who are they?

CHARLOTTE
Real estate agents and travel agents. CGhosts have sold
mllions of dollars of real estate and drawn tourists to

ot herwi se boring places. Do you believe in them

MARK
Yes. Qur Capitol H Il house had them Never told anyone,
because.

CHARLOTTE
Are you that naive
MARK
Saw one once. More inportantly, it's why |'m here.
CHARLOTTE
You're a ghost?
MARK
O course not.
CHARLOTTE

Then why?
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MARK
Because |' m here.

CHARLOTTE
Meani ng?

MARK
Ever hear of Henrik | bsen.

CHARLOTTE
| starred in Hedda Gabler the year you were born

MARK
Ever read Ghosts?

CHARLOTTE
By | bsen?

MARK
Yes.

CHARLOTTE
| did that one too.

MARK

There's your answer. The ghosts of our ancestors are al ways
wi th us.

CHARLOTTE
O in our heads.
MADAME FI NCH
| thought you had left, Jay.
JAY
It’s been interesting.
MADAME FI NCH
M. N bby Nose! Go back to your nest.
JAY
These humans, and sonetines even Mss Charlotte, are crazy.
MADAME FI NCH
You don’t understand human enotions. Wait till she finds out.
JAY
She’ |l be shocked. Good night. 1'lIl be back in a while.

SCENE 2 THE CHARLESTON CEMETERY M NUTES LATER

Mark and Charl otte stand before
graves.



CHARLOTTE

I have never seen so many stars shine over Charl eston
MARK

It’s a clear night.
CHARLOTTE

I have live here 95 years and never seen so nmany stars over
Charl est on.

MARK
I have a hunch.
CHARLOTTE
Tel |l ne.
MARK
You'll know tonorrow. Each star is |ooking over you
CHARLOTTE
M m m
MARK

How many ancestors buried here?

CHARLOTTE
Hundreds. Butlers, Ravenels, Pickneys, Sasses, Hugers,
Draytons, M ddl etons and Haywoods

MARK
Is that your nother's grave wth the inpressive stone?
CHARLOTTE
Don't remnd ne. | put up with her for 85 years.
MARK
And your husband?
CHARLOTTE
Ei ghty four years of marriage was not enough. And by your
visit, you' ve nmade it possible to reconcile with him | w
| ove you forever.
MARK

I don't follow your logic. There's his grave.

She puts flowers on his grave.

CHARLOTTE
My bel oved Andrew . All these years | have wanted to tell
you sonet hi ng, and never quite was able to do so. | could

never lie to you . But there are sins of om ssion and sins
comm ssion, as you like to tell ne.

46.
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And | commtted no sin of comm ssion, but did not dare tel
you about this other person. The grief was with ne and

hurtful . Pl ease forgive ne
MARK
Bei ng hard on yourself.
CHARLOTTE
Wul d you have wanted your wife to keep this secret fromyou?
MARK
No, but...
CHARLOTTE

There's you answer.

She kneels at the grave. The birds
appear .

CHARLOTTE ( CONT' D)
| cut our flowers for you. You're the only one | would get
our flowers for. I think | can al nost hear your heart beat.
I no longer go to church, but every day | pray for you.
Now pl ease forgive nme for ny om ssion. And who knows better
t han you what a good nother | was. Qur four children tuned
out fine. | think | hear you so all is fine. Soneday we'| |
be back together again.

MARK
Do you feel better?
CHARLOTTE
| think I've made ny anends. What's that shadow | see.

A noise is heard in the background.

MARK
| didn't hear anything.
CHARLOTTE
Li st en.
MARK
| hear not hing.
CHARLOTTE

Li st en.

The shadow of a man appears in the
backgr ound.

CHARLOTTE ( CONT' D)
Let's go.
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MARK
"' mready.
Suddenly a dapper and el egantly dressed
man, Ji m Haywood appears.
CHARLOTTE
W is it?
MARK
He resenbl es soneone |  know.
CHARLOTTE
Someone | know t 0o.
JIM
Wiy Hello. Lovely night. Charlotte and Mark.
CHARLOTTE
You | ook |i ke Janes Haywood!
JIM
| am Janes Haywood.
CHARLOTTE
Janmes Haywood, the devil hinself!
JIM
No, Sweetie, it is I.
CHARLOTTE
Don't you Sweetie ne. What in the hell are you doi ng here!
JIM
This is a free country.
CHARLOTTE
No thanks to you
JIM

I was the Speaker of the General Assenbly for 14 years and a
menber of Congress for eight.

CHARLOTTE
That proves one thing. This country was created by geni uses
so that it could be governed by idiots.

JIM
Charlotte Butler! You never change!

CHARLOTTE
Don't intend to either.
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JIM
Charley! WII you ever nellow?
CHARLOTTE
Don't ever call nme that nane. Only Andrew called ne Charl ey.
JIM
| did too. Once upon a tine.
CHARLOTTE
Once upon a tine.
JIM
| see you have yourself a man.
CHARLOTTE
Wiy are you wal ki ng these grounds!
JIM
| belong to the church.
CHARLOTTE

The last time you saw the inside of a church was on your
bapti smal day! Avoid this man, Mark.

MARK
I know him

CHARLOTTE
How?

JIM

You ask why! You don't read newspapers, wonman, or you
haven't for half a century!

CHARLOTTE

James Haywood. | thought you were dead!
JIM

I"malive, obviously.
CHARLOTTE

No, no! You died a long tine ago.

JIM
You' re having old age del usi ons

CHARLOTTE
Age! You're two years older than | amni

JIM
Can't you be civil for once.



CHARLOTTE
VWhat the hell are you doing herel!
JIM
Ask that distinguished gentleman besi de you.
CHARLOTTE
You know this devil!
MARK
Yes. And you know why he's here.
CHARLOTTE
What !
MARK
| invited him W net recently.
CHARLOTTE
VWhat for!
MARK
| | earned sonet hi ng.
CHARLOTTE
Learned what? Wat did he tell you?
JIM
You know.
CHARLOTTE
How do you know this man?
JIM
W were in congress together
CHARLOTTE
So what ?
MARK
Surely you knew?
CHARLOTTE
I never gave it a second thought.
MARK
How s that possible?
CHARLOTTE
I never thought of this scoundrel.
JIM
VWhat is all this anger about? | |ove you once.
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CHARLOTTE
You're half right.

JIM
For sonmeone who clains to be descended fromall of
Charl eston, you sound |ike a drunken truck driver.

MARK
Jim please stop
JIM
You ask nme to stop!
MARK
Charlotte. Treat himlike a human.
CHARLOTTE
Wy ?
MARK
Because he's ny father.
CHARLOTTE
And you knew
MARK
For years.
CHARLOTTE
And sai d not hi ng.
MARK
No.
JIM
Nor did you. And he's ny son
CHARLOTTE
You had nothing to do with it.
JIM
| obviously had sonething to do with it.
CHARLOTTE
Unknow ngl y!
JIM

Exactly! Because you never once nentioned it to ne.

CHARLOTTE
Why shoul d | 7?



JIM
Because he's m nel
CHARLOTTE
He is not There was no intention!
JIM
Al these years
CHARLOTTE
Nearly eighty.
JIM
You di sappear ed.
CHARLOTTE
D sappear ed?
JIM
| came to see you one night and you said it was over
CHARLOTTE
Good nenory.
JIM
Wy
CHARLOTTE
Because you were sleeping with every other wonen in town!
JIM
| was not.
CHARLOTTE
The proof was in the pudding.
JIM
What !
CHARLOTTE
You i npregnated that poor Parker girl.
JIM
She was not one of us.
CHARLOTTE
I did not |ove you then and do not now. End of discussion
JIM
You did at one tine.
CHARLOTTE

And t hen you. ..
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JIM
It was consensua
CHARLOTTE
You tenpted ne
JIM
It takes two to tango. And why did you not tell ne?
CHARLOTTE
| did not know
JIM
I woul d have married you
CHARLOTTE
That's what | was worried about.
JIM
Sel fi sh!
CHARLOTTE
Selfish. | did bring himinto the world.
JIM
He was mne. And you wi thheld the information.
CHARLOTTE
Now you know.
JIM

You do rea
col | eague

ize that all those years | knew this man as a
there was no idea that he...

CHARLOTTE

A shane. Mark how did you find out?

JIM

Sonme papers. Some prying.

VWhat ?

CHARLOTTE

MARK

You gave ny nother the information

| did not.

VWhen | was

CHARLOTTE

MARK
si ck.
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CHARLOTTE
| don't recall
MARK
The questions about genital defects.
CHARLOTTE
Wel | now you know.
JIM

You know for years we face one another on joint commttees.
He the |iberal Yankee, and ne the conservative Sout herner
al ways at | ogger heads.

MARK
Coul d never even stand to | ook at you

JIM
And then after a while he began | ooking at ne funny.

CHARLOTTE
Looki ng at you funny?

JIM
In a different way. And | began having sone doubts.
t hought he m ght be one of them You know we have a | ot of
those fellas up in Washi ngton

CHARLOTTE
How | ong have you known, MarKk.

JIM
At | east a decade..

CHARLOTTE
Well now you both know. Can | ask what was the purpose of
t hi s whol e exercise?

JIM
To do it right!

MARK
Lady Logan, a grow ng boy suffers from having quarreling
par ents.

CHARLOTTE
Haywood, how did you know to get here?

JIM
I saw you wal king up the street together and foll owed you.

CHARLOTTE
You don't even live here anynore.



JIM
My cousin Mary does.

CHARLOTTE
Shall we go, Mark?
MARK
I"mready. Can you forgive?
CHARLOTTE
Nope
MARK
After eighty years. You were both young.
JIM
| feel a sense of betrayal
CHARLOTTE
Life is tough
JIM
Al those years.
CHARLOTTE
Al those years.
JIM
Heard that confession to your husband.
CHARLOTTE
Hush, about that. He's sacred.
JIM
| hope never to see you again.
CHARLOTTE
W shf ul thinking.
JIM
Good ni ght!
CHARLOTTE
And | could swear you were dead.
JIM
Age has caught up to you
CHARLOTTE
Drop dead!
JIM

M ser abl e wonman.



SCENE THREE THE FRONT OF CHARLOITE' S S HOME SHORTLY
AFTERWARDS

MARK
M ssi on acconpl i shed?
CHARLOTTE
To say the | east.
MARK
More or |ess.
CHARLOTTE
Stop in for a drink?
MARK
No, thanks.
CHARLOTTE
This visit has changed ny life.
MARK
How?
CHARLOTTE
| acconplished ny final goal.
MARK
You made it up to Andrew.
CHARLOTTE
| could hear his heartbeat.
MARK
And how about ny biological father.
CHARLOTTE
He isn't.
MARK
But he is.
CHARLOTTE

Thank God he isn't. D dn't you once hate himwhen you were

both in Congress.

MARK
Not now. Li ghten up

CHARLOTTE
Did you acconplish what you want ed?
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MARK
Yes. Now |'ve got to go.

CHARLOTTE
WIIl you cone back?
MARK
Maybe? Do you want ne back?
CHARLOTTE
Sort of. And about G n?
MARK
VWhat about her? Only friends at best.
CHARLOTTE
WIIl you give nme a good bye kiss.
MARK
Yes, Lady Logan. Let ne kiss you on the cheek.
CHARLOTTE
And have a good life.
MARK
I will.
CHARLOTTE
Good ni ght.
MARK
Good ni ght.
CHARLOTTE
But again, are you sure you won't cone back
MARK
It's hard for nme to get away.
CHARLOTTE
From what ?
MARK
My schedul e, or whatever.
CHARLOTTE
You just |ive nearby.
MARK

The house is going up for sale.

CHARLOTTE
Wy ?



MARK
| don't need it anynore.

CHARLOTTE
Wiy not ?

MARK
Long story.

CHARLOTTE
I have a right to know

MARK
Some ot her tine.

CHARLOTTE
Is that all the gratitude | get?

MARK
For what ?

CHARLOTTE
For what he asks!

MARK
Let's not end our |last neeting with an argunent.

CHARLOTTE
One question, Son. Do you believe in coincidence?

MARK
Somewhat .

CHARLOTTE
So much has happened tonight.

MARK
That's right.

CHARLOTTE

Ji m showed up, you canme, the fire truck drove by,
aunt .

MARK
And so on and so on. Trust ne.
CHARLOTTE
Trust you about what?
MARK

Coi nci dence. [t wasn't.

an's
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CHARLOTTE

If you say so.
MARK

It wasn't coincidence. |I'min a position to know.
CHARLOTTE

You're so cute. Goodbye, Son
MARK

Remenber what Al bert Einstein once said.
CHARLOTTE

VWhat was that?
MARK

There are two ways to live |life. The first is as if nothing
is amracle. The second is as if everything is a mracle.
Arriverdici.

He | eaves. She waves to him Bl ackout.
Three birds, Jay, Mss Robin, and
Madanme Finch are heard from of f st age.

JAY (O S.)
Hell o, M ss Robin and Madane Finch. You are two of the
finest birds on the planet.

MADAME FINCH O S.)
You too, Jay. And Madane Consider the infinite conplexities

JAY
Isn’t this a beautiful story.
MADAME FI NCH
They all neet again. | could cry.
JAY
Wait till she finds out.
MADAME FI NCH
These humans think we’'re stupid.
JAY
Not M ss Charlotte! How dare you say that!
MADAME FI NCH
Vell. ..
JAY

Let us not argue. W all love Charlotte Butler.
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MADAME FI NCH
One of the nicest humans on the pl anet.
JAY
As humans go.
MADAME FI NCH

None of that condescending bird talKk.

JAY
If she would just get rid of that parrot.

MADAME FI NCH
Jacob is an overly bright but m sunderstood bird.

JAY
Nasty as all hell.

MADAME FI NCH(O. S.)
Let’s not gossip. Let us ponder the universe. Count the
stars, weigh the winds, and study the drops of dew that
glisten in early norning.

JAY
Refl ect upon the fires that heat the earth's core; exam ne
the ice crystals that fall fromthe heavens, for no two are
i denti cal .

MADAME FI NCH
Contenpl ate the beauty of night and of daytine, the glorious
colors of noonlight and sunrise. And study the drops of dew
that glisten in early norning.

JAY
Refl ect upon the fires that heat the earth's core; exam ne
the ice crystals that fall fromthe heavens, for no two are
identical. Contenplate the beauty of night and of daytine,
the glorious colors of noonlight and sunri se.

Thunder and |ightening are heard.

MADAME FI NCH
Wat ch the clouds as they formin strange patterns and wonder
at the power of |ightning. Measure the great heights, and
hol d the ocean in your hands.

JAY
Ponder the things that grow, each in its season. Study the
great whales at play and listen to their nournful song.
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MADAME FI NCH
Wat ch the birds spread their wings and fly; survey the gentle
cattle in the fields. And observe humankind in all its
diversity.

JAY
Consider well, and you will not even have begun to

contenplate the glory of God, who created all these things.
Such know edge is too wonderful for ne.

MADAME FI NCH
It is so high that | cannot attain to it.
JAY
Enough terrestrial talk. WII Mark Snythe return?
MADAME FI NCH
He m ght.
JAY
| don't think so.
MADAME FI NCH
And she?
JAY
The universe has its hands full.
MADAME FI NCH
But she's nore precious than the precious.
JAY
Most of the tine.
MADAME FI NCH
And the scoundrel ?
JAY
Judge ye not.
MADAME FI NCH

Not a scoundrel. Perhaps a rascal

JAY
Now | et us go to Charlotte s garden

MADAME FI NCH
You know about all the bizarre things that happened a short
whi | e ago.

JAY
She’ Il find out in the norning. And we’ll be there to give her
our support in our own way.
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MADAME FI NCH
You really are a good bird, Jay.

JAY
Sonet i nes.

SCENE 4 THE NEXT MORNI NG
She | ooks at a phot ograph of the
Senator as she sips her coffee. She
hears | oud knocki ng at the door.

CHARLOTTE
Hol d your horses!

She opens door and G n rushes in

G N
Charlotte! You're alivel
CHARLOTTE
Yep! Wiy shouldn’t | be.
G N
| have been worried all norning. | just got in two hours ago

and the whole world's gone crazy!

CHARLOTTE
What are you tal king about!

G N
You don't know what's been happening! Wy is your telephone
not wor ki ng?

CHARLOTTE
An el ectrical problem The thunder and |ighteni ng destroyed
t he phone and el ectrical service.

G N
What thunder and |ightening.
CHARLOTTE
We had thunder and |ightening here yesterday after you |eft/
G N
We did not.
CHARLOTTE

Look! We had thunder and |ightening

G N
There was no thunder and |i ghtening.
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CHARLOTTE
You were in Savannah.

G N
Five people told ne there was no thunder and |ightening
yest er day.

CHARLOTTE
| amnot |osing ny mnd.

G n exam nes the phone and radi o, and
sees they are not attached.

G N
Look, the phone and electrical outlet aren't working because
t hey' ve been di sconnect ed.

CHARLOTTE
I wonder how that happened.
G N
You are of course aware that he died.
CHARLOTTE
Who?
G N
Mar k Snyt he.
CHARLOTTE
He did not. He was here | ast night.
G N
You have gone crazy!
CHARLOTTE
Crazy! | beg your pardon.
G N
Did you go out |ast night!
CHARLOTTE
Just shortly
G N
Were to?
CHARLOTTE
St. Phillip's
G N

The Church is closed at night.
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The Cenetery.

G N
Then the runors are right.

CHARLOTTE
What runors?

G N

That you were seen wal ki ng al one through the streets of
Charl est on.

CHARLOTTE
What's wong w th wal ki ng!

G N
And tal king to yourself.

CHARLOTTE
I was with soneone.

G N
Everyone said you were al one

CHARLOTTE
| was not.

G N
Who were you with.

CHARLOTTE
A gent | eman.

G N
Who.

CHARLOTTE
A gent | eman.

G N
Yet everyone said you were al one!

CHARLOTTE
They were w ong.

G N
Who was he?

CHARLOTTE

I won't tell.

64.
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G N
OCh stop. | lose ny husband- to- be and now I hear this!
CHARLOTTE
I will tell you who the man was.
G N
VWho?
CHARLOTTE
Senat or Snyt he
G N
You're either crazy or
CHARLOTTE

I was pulling your leg....Now Don't even think of calling ny
four children.

G N
Wiy woul d | ?
CHARLOTTE
Don't even think of it. | am neither crazy nor senile!
G N
| didn't say you were, but..
CHARLOTTE
I must go off to play bridge this norning.
G N
Can you spend sone tine wwth nme. . |'ve been abandoned by ny

aunt and renegade cousin, ny husband to be dies.

CHARLOTTE
You only dated hima few tine, for God's sake. Have ny
children called you?.

G N
Al'l four of them
CHARLOTTE
What did you tell thenf
G N
| told themyou were fine.
CHARLOTTE
"Il bet. I'"ve got to go. | mnd ny own business.
G N

I hope the other thing | heard was not true.
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CHARLOTTE
VWhat was that ?
G N
That you heard cursing Ji m Haywood.
CHARLOTTE
Who' s Ji m Haywood?
G N
Come now. The fornmer speaker of the South Carolina Assenbly.
CHARLOTTE
Never heard of him
G N
Through the years | 'v herd runors.
CHARLOTTE
Hush. You should get a job in a runor mll. You' d becone a
mllionaire. Now go.
G N
d adly.
G n exits. The phone rings
CHARLOTTE
Hello....I"mFine....No, | do not want a visit...Your Mbther
can take care of herself. ...Yes | did visit the
cenetery...Wy! Because it's our 75th anniversary! That's
why!....What Neighbors!....No | was not tal king to nyself.
...You want to visit?...Wy....I'"'mFine! ....No you cannot
cone for a visit...And bring your shrink husband with you...
Are you crazy...Stay away.... I'mgoing to bridge, then for

my weekly workout, and then delivering sone neals for Meals
on Wieel s. Goodbye.

She sl anms down the phone, which rings

agai n.

CHARLOTTE ( CONT' D)
Hell o...your sister just called....No! I'mfine....I'm
Fine..... ["MFINE'... If | hear any nore such nonsense from
you.,..... Well, Stop....Yes went to the

Cenetery...Goodbye...no, do not visit....

She hangs up. She turns on the radio.



67.

RADI O ANNOUNCER
And Senator Mark Snythe of New Hanpshire, who severed for 28
years in the United States Senate and 12 years in the House
of Representatives, died in Charleston, SC. The son of a
prom nent Massachusetts famly.,, t

She turns off radio and picks up the

t el ephone.

CHARLOTTE
Susan?...Charlotte, Here....You don't have to pick nme up for
bridge at the synagog. | would rather drive. | have to pick
up a fewitens at Darcys hardware....| know that |'ve driven
the last four tinmes... Never mnd...|l also want to |eave

early...Betty is comng to clean the house...See You shortly.

She goes into the garden bringi ng her
phone with her, and turns on

Tchai kovsky's Fifth Synphony. Suddenly.
Al the birds appear perched on the
fence.

CHARLOTTE ( CONT' D)
Good nor ni ng.

Al the birds suddenly becom ng
perched on the fence.

CHARLOTTE ( CONT' D)
Wl cone, fellas.

They all begin chirping.

CHARLOTTE ( CONT' D)
You | i ke Tchai kovsky's Fifth Synphony?

The birds begi n humm ng.

CHARLOTTE ( CONT' D)
(speaking to the flowers) The flowers |I cut have gone on to a
new |life. They are with Andrew.

Suddenly, a rai nbow appears in the sky.

CHARLOTTE ( CONT' D)
Look at that rainbow.

JAY (O S.)
You are a child of the universe, no |less than the trees and
the stars.
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MADAME FINCH (O S.)
You have a right to be here, And whether or not it is clear
to you

JAY
No doubt the universe is unfolding as it should. Wth all its
sham drudgery, and broken dreans

MADAME FI NCH
It is still a beautiful world. Be cheerful. Strive to be
happy

Charl otte picks up the tel ephone.

CHARLOTTE ( CONT' D)
Hello, is this Mary's nursery..... Charlotte Butler here...
want to purchase a persimons tree....fine...how |long do they
need to bear fruit...ten years? mmmmm...|'|| take
one....l Need two....why?...to bear fruit..... a male and a
female tree...never heard of such a thing...i |earn sonething
new everyday...yes. Deliver two of them One nale and one
femal e....Please deliver by Thursday, because M. Boyce cones
in that day and he can plant themfor ne....Yes, and |
intend to eat of the fruit of the vine...|l plan to be here.

The rai nbow becones even brighter

CHARLOTTE
Andrew, do | see you in the rainbow?

The nusic gets |ouder, and the rai nbow
becones brighter.

END OF PLAY



