
From the Principal, Mark Anderson…

February is sort of a transition month in Arizona where it’s not quite winter and
not quite spring. It’s a beautiful month and reminds us why we live here.
February is a very productive month at Highland Lakes. Teachers continue to
analyze classroom/district assessment data to create standards-based lessons
that meet all students’ academic needs. Along with academics, to ensure we are
developing a well-rounded student, we continue to focus on our students’ social
and emotional needs.

AASA, our state standardized test, will be here before we know it. The testing
window is in April. We are currently working to determine the exact
testing schedule for each grade level. More details will follow soon. Our
teachers and students are working hard to build deep understandings and a
focused knowledge base on state standards and test taking skills. With all this
work, we still have time to celebrate our successes and build enduring
friendships.

At Highland Lakes are so proud to have and incredible staff and community that
work tirelessly to support our students. We are honored to receive an A-rating
that reflects the rigorous and nurturing environment that grows today's learners
into tomorrow's leaders! We have an open door policy, so please call or come see
us anytime. Thank you for all that you do as a parent and have a great day….or
not…..the choice is yours!

February 2023
MAIN # 623.376.4300
ATTENDANCE # 623.376.4390

Mark Anderson, Principal
Danielle Ware, Assistant Principal



PLC Friday Early Release
Please check the district calendar (link
<--) to verify PLC Friday Early Release
days. If Monday is a holiday, Friday

could be a full day but there are weeks
where there is still an early release.

Upcoming School Events

Click for the District
2022-2023 Calendar

3
9:30 am PTSO Meeting
2pm Kona Ice Day
2pm PLC Early Release

February 2023

20
NO SCHOOL PRESIDENT'S DAY

16
Teacher Potluck
12:05 PM EARLY RELEASE

21
4pm Chick-fil-A Mobile Night

17
12:05 PM EARLY RELEASE

24
2 pm PLC Early Release
5pm Good Vibes Family Dance

10
2 pm PLC Early Release

1
5:30 pm Volunteer Training

Click for the District
2023-2024 Calendar

March 2023

7
Individual and Class
Spring Picture Day

2
Annual Read-A-Thon
4pm Peter Piper Pizza Night

3
9:00 am PTSO Meeting
2pm Kona Ice Day
2pm PLC Early Release

10
2 pm PLC Early Release

13-17
NO SCHOOL SPRING BREAK

24
2 pm PLC Early Release
BINGO Night

31
2 pm PLC Early Release

22
Bear Buck Store

https://www.dvusd.org/Page/79737
https://www.dvusd.org/Page/79737
https://www.dvusd.org/cms/lib/AZ01901092/Centricity/Domain/4/2022-23%20Instructional%20Calendar%20-%20062022.pdf
https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/764700927591198085/false#/invitation
https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/764700927591198085/false#/invitation
https://www.dvusd.org/cms/lib/AZ01901092/Centricity/Domain/2660/2023-24%20Instructional%20Calendar%20-%20081722.pdf
https://www.dvusd.org/cms/lib/AZ01901092/Centricity/Domain/2660/2023-24%20Instructional%20Calendar%20-%20081722.pdf


Conference Week Luncheon
 

Thursday February 16th  
OUR TEACHERS AND STAFF DESERVE A HOME COOKED MEAL DURING THIS BUSY WEEK.

We would love for you to make a donation for our potluck lunch!!

Return this form to school or sign up online  https://signup.com/go/JPgSYjz

Name______________________________________________________

Email_______________________________________________________

Phone______________________________________________________

Main Dish
Main Vegetarian Dish
Side Dish
Dessert

I will drop off a food item to the school front office by or at 9:30 AM on Thurs Feb 16th

I will bring supplies for the event and drop them off in the front office 
ANYTIME BEFORE Thursday February 16th.

I want to help with set up or cleanup (60 minute commitment) 
Clamshells/disposable to go containers
Disposable coffee cups

FAQ:

How many are we serving? About 80

What serving size should I bring? Aim to serve at least 12.

Can you keep my dish hot/cold? Yes we have electricity for crock pots and warmers and fridge

space. 

Will I get my dishes back? Yes, disposable is great but mark your items you want back with your last

name and you can pick them up in the front office the day following the event.

When do I drop off my items:  9:30AM  the day of the event @front office

More questions?: Email highlandlakesptso@gmail.com

https://signup.com/go/JPgSYjz
mailto:highlandlakesptso@gmail.com


UUUUUUCCCCCC LLLLLL BBBBBBCCCCC L SSSSSS
CLUB SPONSOR

OPEN
TO

ROOM
DAY of
the week

Meeting
time

*Pep Club Mrs. Yahner 4th - 6th 214 Tuesday 3:30 pm

Drama Club Mrs. Wild 4th - 8th 508S Wednesday 8:00-8:30 am

Student
Council

Mrs. Girnius &
Mrs. Coleman

7th - 8th
Conference

Room
Thursday During DSS

*Garden Club Mrs. Crabtree All 103a Wednesday 3:35 -4:30pm

Anime Club Ms. Nick 7th - 8th 217 Thursday 3:30- 4:30 pm

Craft Club Mrs. Dinis K-8 506 Thursday 3:30- 4:30 pm

*Kindness
Club

Mrs. Martin 3rd - 8th 507 Thursday 3:35 pm

2:14
Mr. Dunn &
Mr. Nelson

6th - 8th 307 Friday 8:00- 8:30 am

Recycling
Club

Mrs. Schrade 4th - 8th 404 Friday 7:50-8:30 am

NJHS Mrs. Smith 8th 102-A

2:14

*Please check with sponsor on the date that club will start meeting
Flyers and Permission slips available in the front office.



Sustainable Gardening Practices

Open for students from Grades 6-8

Students will work to identify challenges
facing school gardens, and then search out

solutions to implement on our campus-
inspired by sustainable growing practices

from around the world.

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS IN FEBRUARY
FROM 3:35-4:30 IN ROOM 103 A

(FORMERLY THE TECH LAB)

*Permission slips available on Mrs.
Crabtree’s website: Must be printed and

signed BEFORE first meeting.

HLS Garden Club





6th grade students finished their 3D art projects just in time for
Valentine's Day. These heart shaped boxes filled with realistic
chocolates are inspired by the work of the famous artist Peter
Anton.



Mariachi Ninos del Desierto started here at HLS. These enthusiastic young musicians are
hard at work learning songs like "Cielito Lindo" and "De Colores."



Last month, Holly Schrade learned that she became a
National Board Certified Teacher achieving an

accomplishment that fewer than 3% of the nation's
teachers have reached. It is truly a testament to her
commitment to the profession and to her students.

Congratulations to Mrs. Schrade!!



Roughly the weight of a rhino (5600 lbs)
Saved 50 oak trees from being converted into paper
Offset greenhouse gases equivalent to that of 10 acres of forest land
347 lbs of plastic bags

The Recycling Club has collected the following in recyclables so far this year:

Thanks for your support!

HLS RECYCLING CLUBHHHHHLLLLLSSSSS RRRRREEEEECCCCCYYYYYCCCCCLLLLLIIIIINNNNNGGGGG CCCCCLLLLLUUUUUBBBBB



5th Grade Field Trip



Professional Learning Community Fridays  

As we continue our journey into standards based mindset, our January professional
development focus was on student engagement. According to The Glossary of Education
Reform, student engagement “refers to the degree of attention, curiosity, interest,
optimism, and passion that students show when they are learning or being taught, which
extends to the level of motivation they have to learn and progress in their education. 
 Discussions were based on what student engagement looks and sounds like, ideas and
activities that we can incorporate into our lessons, and how engagement and assessment
can go together.

Learning to play Lingo Brainstorming list of engaging activities



Mrs. Malone's Kinder kids
being introduced to Bee

Bots! They teach children
to "code" at an early age
with hands on learning.
Bee Bots teach children
to sequence, estimate

and problem solve.



Gym Event Admission
Adults $4
Family Pass (10 punches) $30
DVUSD Employees (with ID) Free
DVUSD Students Free

Find Game Schedules at
https://www.dvusd.org/domain/817 @HLSathletics

Congratulations to the 7th grade volleyball teams on their amazing seasons! The girls got
2nd place in the conference championship. The boys had an undefeated season and got
1st place in the conference championship! Great job Coach Ben Nelson and all players!

We are still looking for 2 track and field
coaches for this coming season (2/6 thru
April). If you are interested please email

Robert.Nelson@dvusd.org

https://www.dvusd.org/domain/817
https://www.facebook.com/HLSathletics












https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080948a5a62da13-middle#/


Elementary Book
$25.00

Middle School Book
$36.62

www.dvusd.org/hl-yearbook

Order your 2022-2023
yearbooks now!

Purchase includes 2 free custom pages

http://www.dvusd.org/hl-yearbook


https://www.32auctions.com/hlsparkingspot2023


GET CONNECTED
Webpage: highlandlakesptso.com
You can find us on Facebook, Instagram and
Twitter @hlsptso
Email: highlandlakesptso@gmail.com
Subscribe to our Calendar:
https://www.highlandlakesptso.com/calendar
Volunteer with us:
https://www.highlandlakesptso.com/parents

BINGO
Night

Save the
Date

Friday,
March 24th

http://highlandlakesptso.com/
mailto:highlandlakesptso@gmail.com
https://www.highlandlakesptso.com/parents.html


HLS Recycling Club & NexTrex Presents:

Plastic Film Recycling
Challenge

Now - April 15, 2023
Join HLS in playing an active roll
to reduce plastics in landfills and
oceans. Bring your plastic film to
the front office between now &
April 15, 2023 and place in our
collection bins.

First Place Winners in the
competition receive a Trex Bench.



DVUSD is waiving all EZ School App convenience fees

from now through September 30th.

Announcing EZSchoolMate, a new Skill for Alexa, see this

link for more info:

https://www.ezschoolpay.com/EZSchoolMate.pdf

Load up your student(s) account with lunch funds online at

ezschoolpay.com or drop a check to the front office.

PAYING FOR LUNCH

C a f e M a n a g e r R e n e e D e n n e r

r e n e e . d e n n e r @ d v u s d . o r g | 6 2 3 - 3 7 6 - 4 3 1 4 | @ D V U S D N u t r i t i o n
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Breakfast$1.50

Lunch$2.95

Reduced $0

Go online to myschoolmenus.com

Go online to the DVUSD website to download a printable

pdf at https://www.dvusd.org/Page/242

Get your menu info online!
MENUS

Apply online at www.EZmealapp.com or get a form from the

front office. For more information, contact 623-445-5166.

Students who applied and were approved for meal assistance

and associated benefits last school year are eligible for the

same benefits through 9/14/22. , or a new application is

processed. If a new application is not approved by 9/14/22

your sutdent(s) will pay the full meal price until re-certified.

FREE AND REDUCED MEAL
APPLICATIONS

Parents now have the option of ordering a Birthday Party

Bucket from the cafeteria!

The bucket will be delivered to your student 's class at a

designated time and location, making it super convenient

for teachers and parents. Get the online form at:

https://www.dvusd.org/Page/65635

BIRTHDAY BUCKET

https://www.ezschoolpay.com/EZSchoolMate.pdf
http://ezschoolpay.com/
https://www.myschoolmenus.com/instance/818/district/815/school/6621/menu/32524
https://www.dvusd.org/Page/242
http://www.ezmealapp.com/
https://www.dvusd.org/Page/65635




C O M M U N I C A T I O N
TEXT ALERTS: If you are not receiving text message
alerts from the district office and would like to, just
text the letter “Y” to 68453

POWERSCHOOL: You can access your student’s
grades and attendance records at any time through
Powerschool. Bring your picture ID to the front office
to pick up your password.

ONLINE PAYMENTS AND TAX CREDITS:
Access this through the online payment portal at:
https://az-deervalley.intouchreceipting.com

S T U D E N T S U P P O R T
S E R V I C E S
CHILD FIND: Child Find requirements under
state and federal law are that all individuals with
disabilities from birth through age 21 be identified,
located, and evaluated for early intervention or
Special Education services. If you know of someone
who may qualify for these services, please encourage
them to call their local school at 623-376-4301 or the
district at 623-445-5000.

H L S P O L I C I E S

There is no parking or waiting on 63rd Avenue
from Union Hills to Utopia. If you park or wait on
63rd Avenue, tickets have been issued.
Please remember that our parking lots get very
hectic in the morning and afternoon. Please do
not leave you vehicle unattended along the curb
at any time. Remember, our main focus is to keep
all of our students safe.
The car pool parking spots are reserved for those
registered with the TRP program. The other
reserved spots were won at school events. Please
use courtesy and do not park in those spots.
It’s against the law to park in the handicap spots
(even for a second) without a handicap parking
permit. Please keep these spots open for families
that need them.
Parents please be considerate of our families that
live close to school and respect our neighbors
when picking up and dropping off students.

PEST CONTROL
Pest control sparying will occur once a month.

ATHLETES
If you are planning on participating in any sport this
year, you must complete the eligibility requirements
as detailed on our website
https://registermyathlete.com

SIGNING OUT
To ensure that our academic time is respected, we are
asking that parents do not sign out their children
between 3:15 and 3:30. Fifteen minutes a day, added
up over a month represents almost a full day of
classes missed. PHOTO ID REQUIRED.

TRANSPORTATION
Any issues or questions with the bus need to go
directly to transportation at 602-467-5096.

PARKING

VOLUNTEERS
Volunteers on campus (including field trips) need to
have training and fill out yearly paperwork. For all the
details visit: http://dvusd.org/page/56528

ATTENDANCE CUTS Program (Court Unified
Truancy Suppression):To encourage and improve
school attendance, Deer Valley Unified School District
has implemented a truancy program in partnership
with Maricopa County Juvenile Court. Highland Lakes
will be tracking attendance very closely. Your child is
expected to be at school every day, unless there is
an excused reason not to be. A student that is absent
more than ten percent (18 days) of the required
number of school days per year is considered to have
“excessive absences” whether the absence is excused
or unexcused. If a student should start a pattern of
excessive absences, you will be contacted by letter or
phone. The education of your child is extremely
important to us. This program is another way of
working with the community to ensure a quality
education for all students. If you have any questions
or concerns, please feel free to contact the front office
at 623-376-4300. Please report all absences to the
attendance line at 623.376-4390.

https://az-deervalley.intouchreceipting.com/
https://az-deervalley.intouchreceipting.com/
http://dvusd.org/page/56528


Principal: Mark Anderson
Assistant Principal: Danielle Ware

Nurse: Kristina Koan
K-6 Counselor: Jacob Epel

7-8 Counselor: Kathryn Coleman

Main Phone #: 623-376-4300
Attendance: 623-376-4390

Nurse: 623-376-4310
Fax: 623-376-4380

Address: 19000 N. 63rd Ave., Glendale, AZ 85308
Start Time = 8:45AM

Office Hours = 8:00AM-4:00PM
Mascot: Bears

Colors: Blue & Green

Grade Daily Release PLC Fridays Half Day

KInder 3:20 1:50 11:55

1st - 8th 3:30 2:00 12:05

Highland Lakes School Mission Statement
Preparing today's learners to become tomorrow's leaders through technology,

inquiry, common core standards and global citizenship.

Contact Site for Information Regarding Student Pick up:
Highland Lakes School - 623-376-4300

District Office - 623-445-5000
In case of emergency involving student evacuation, the following site has been

designated as a relocation site.
Evacuation Location: Deer Valley High School

18424 N 51st Ave, Glendale, AZ 85308         

  The Deer Valley Unified School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin,
sex, sexual orientation, disability, age, or religion in its programs and activities.

mailto:Mark.Anderson@dvusd.org
mailto:danielle.ware@dvusd.org
mailto:kristina.koan@dvusd.org
mailto:jacob.epel@dvusd.org
mailto:Kathryn.Coleman@dvusd.org
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=19000+N+63rd+Ave,+Glendale,+AZ&hl=en&sll=34.168218,-111.930907&sspn=9.719684,21.643066&oq=19000+N.+63rd+Ave.+&hnear=19000+N+63rd+Ave,+Glendale,+Arizona+85308&t=m&z=16


https://www.dvusd.org/cms/lib/AZ01901092/Centricity/Domain/4/2022-23%20Instructional%20Calendar%20-%20062022.pdf



