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Grace & Peace : From the Pastor’s Desk

Pastor Karen will be on vacation September 9-16

Psalm 30:4
Sing praises to the Lord, O you his faithful ones, and give thanks to his holy name.

When I was guest preaching at Luther Memorial, I was surprised to find they sing a “contemporary”
hymn for the doxology... the time when the offering is brought forward. Henry Smith wrote “Give
Thanks” in 1978, and it was recorded by Don Moen in 1986 which made it popular throughout the
world. I guess “contemporary” doesn’t make it new!

The lyrics are a good fit for an offertory because we give thanks for what God gives us. Give
thanks with a grateful heart Give thanks to the holy one Give thanks because He's given Jesus
Christ, His Son. And now let the weak say I am strong Let the poor say [ am rich Because of what
the Lord has done for us Give thanks.

It is also a good song for us to recall in November, a month of when we give thanks.
Thanksgiving is a demonstration of gratitude for what God has done for us, not what we have done
for ourselves. It is a demonstration that we realize we rely upon God for all the good things in our
lives.

But what happens when things don’t go the way we expect them to go? What happens when
things get difficult and we feel as though it’s never going to get any better? We continue to give
thanks to God. We show gratitude because God is good. And even when we are feeling low, giving
thanks makes us happier. It’s not a sudden overwhelming feeling of happiness, but a slow movement
away from suffering.

Gratitude not only helps your mental wellbeing, but it has also been shown to enhance our
physical health: It has been proven to lower blood pressure and even prevent physical ailments.
When our hearts are grateful, we are more loving, compassionate and empathetic. (These, according
to Jesus, are good things.) relationships are enhanced and it is easier to form new friendships when
we demonstrate these qualities.

To learn to be grateful in all circumstances is important for moving forward. When we shift our
attention from what is lacking to what good surrounds us it decreases negativity and fosters a sense of
peace. Sometimes our plans for Thanksgiving dinner are so demanding that we lose that sense of
peace and feel overwhelmed. Instead of allowing this to happen, for Thanksgiving dinner or anything
else, spend the time leading up to the event by giving thanks for what God has given. It will allow
your life to be far more enjoyable than frustrating or sad.

As always I’d love to hear from you. I should be back in the office very soon however please call
or text my cell 724-557-2386 anytime. And thank you to all who sent me get well greetings, I am
grateful for your thoughts and prayers.

Grace and Peace,

Pastor Karen
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Updating the Church Constitution

Because [ wasn’t able to attend October’s Church Council meeting [ am, with Brenda
Durst’s approval, sharing the minutes from the Council meeting regarding the portion which
relates to the Congregation Constitution:

“Bishop Papson led us in a review and side-by-side comparison of Immanuel
Lutheran Church’s Constitution and the Model Constitution approved by the
Synod for 2025. The following is a list of comments, questions, clarifications,
and recommendations that came from the discussion.

A. Wording and structure changes between the two were noted.

B. Congregational Council can hire/terminate church employees, with the
exception of the pastor. This must be in partnership with the Bishop, Synod,
and local congregation.

C. There are separate contracts for full-time Ministers of Word and Sacrament
and part-time interim Pastors. Part-time pastors are constrained by time in
fulfilling all pastoral responsibilities, therefore, a reasonable prioritized list
of responsibilities should be part of the interim part-time contracts.

D. Pastors are responsible for maintaining church records, as well as,
submitting an annual report to the Synod.

E. The Synod no longer inherits church buildings vacated by a congregation that
is disbanding. The Synod is willing to assist with Holy Closures, but it is not
required.

F. In section C9.03, item 8) was added to give pastors the authority speak out
publicly on issues of social justice without suffering criticism for being
political.

G. Sections C9.21 through C9.31 were added to spell out procedures and
responsibilities for congregations who call deacons to leadership. Deacons
are ordained as Word and Service Ministers.

H. Debbie recommended that an audit of the church records be scheduled.

I. At the next Congregational Council meeting, we will discuss Chapter 11
(Officers) from both constitutions.”

Thanks for taking the time to read this and for having interest in our church

Paste Karem



MONTHLY FELLOWSHIP LUNCH
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2025
NOON

This will be our first monthly fellowship lunch, November 15th at Noon!

The point of the fellowship lunch is to bring the members of our church together
to sit and share a meal and conversation. To share prayer, encouragement and to

learn a bit more about one another.

Fellowship meals help to build bonds and relationships as you get to know your
church family members better. Fellowship meals have been around since the
earliest Christians in the First Century AD. We are bringing this tradition back to

our Immanuel Family!

Immanvel is a loving family and what better way to spend a few hours than

sharing a meal with your family?!

Our luncheons will all be a dish to pass. If you are able to bring something to
coniribute to the meal, please do so. If you would like to come and you need a
ride, PLEASE reach out to the church office at 814-833-4062 and we will

arrange to make sure you are here to share in the festivities.

**PLEASE, WE ASK THAT YOU ALL JOIN! EVERYONE IS WELCOME"**



West Milicreek Food Pantry
Thanksgiving Meals for
Families in Need

Each year Immanuel partners up with the West Millcreek Food Pantry to
put together Thanksgiving meals for local families in need. The Food
Pantry relies on the donations of local churches and businesses to make
this possible.

This year Immanuel Lutheran will be supporting the West Millcreek
Food Pantry’s Food Drive by providing instant mashed potatoes. The
Food Pantry is looking for instant potatoes to provide for the families in
need who will be partaking in this Thanksgiving meal.

Let’s help make the Thanksgiving holiday special for those families who
otherwise would not be able to celebrate. Your donation of instant
mashed potatoes is greatly appreciated.

The collection will be through November 17th. There is a collection

box near the Donation Station. Be sure to get your donation in by
November 17th.

Original

MASHED POTATOES
Made with Real Russat Potatoes




Our Mitten Trees are golng up on November
16th!!"'!!!! This is our annual collectlon event to

help the chlldren of Bethesda. /

We are colle”&ting- mittens, hats, scarves & gloves




On September 28th Immanuel Lutheran held a Blessing of the Quilts. The
Ladies Close Enough Quilting Group worked diligently throughout the year to
make quilts to donate to Lutheran World Relief.

Our ladies completed 122 quilts this year! Immanuel Lutheran and a collection
of other Erie Lutheran Churches had 56 boxes of quilts that were transported
to Zelienople. There were a total of 168 quilts (122 donated by Immanvuel), 94
personal care kits, 2 baby kits, 34 school kits 144 hygiene kits (going to Church
World Services).

A big thank you to Stan Holsopple and Dave Eckman who transported all the
boxes to Zelienople! Once the boxes were delivered to Zelienople, they are
trucked into Baltimore to the Lutheran World Relief Warehouse.

These beautiful handmade quilts and all of the kits are sent to those less

fortunate here in America, as well as overseas.

Mwh%WQMMWKm&M
worR !



ALl Sainty” Day

We remember the saints and allow the memory of their faith to spur us on to deeper worship and greater
service to the Lord. All Saints’ Day, also known as Akk Hallows’ Day, is a Christian celebration in honor
of all the saints from Christian history that is observed on November Ist in Western Christianity. All
Saints’ Day is a Christian memorial day celebrating the honor of all Church saints,, whether known or
unknown. It is a day set aside to honor all the saints who have lived righteous lives in accordance with
Christian teachings. All Saints’ Day is part of a broader tradition that includes All Hallows’ Ever on
October 31st and All Souls’ Day on November 2nd.

Who are the Saints?

Sainthood isn’t limited to those recognized by a group of religious leaders. It is granted by God Himself
to any common, salt-of-the-earth person who simply trusts Christ (1 Corinthians 1:2).

“To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jestus, called to be saints together

with all those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and
ours” (1 Cor. 1:2).

How to Celebrate All Saints’ Day

The 1662 Book of Common Prayer says the holiday stands for “the unity of Christians of all ages,
countries and races in Christ, and the perfection of unity in heaven.” IT dates the holiday back to about
A.D. 610 when the Pantheon in Rome, turned into a Chistian Church, was dedicated to all saints.

The Bible doesn’t tell us to pray to the saints (Matt. 6:6) or through the saints (1 Tim 2:5). Hebrews 11
gives many examples of the great cloud of witnesses whose lives tell of God’s unfailing love and grace.
These saints speak from the past and are whispering at this moment,,,

“God is faithful.”
“The Lord is good. Trust Him.”

“His grace was sufficient for me in my trials and is sufficient for you today.”

There is a hymn that is traditionally sung around All Saints’ Day call “For All the Saints.”
It encourages believers to look back through the years of Christian history and think of the
millions now enjoying rest and salvation in the presence of God. It’s also meant to
encourage believers here and now to press on, looking forward to the glorious day.

How about you? Do you tend to view yourself as an isolated Christian? Think about your connection with
all of God's saints by reading through the hymn “For All the Saints.”

Source: https://www.christianity.com/church/church-history /all-saints-day-november-1.html



Let's all remember our
Immanvuel Family who are “shut
-ins” or may be having some
health issues and are unable to
make it to church on their own.
Maybe you could offer them a
ride. Take a moment and give
them a call to just let them
know you are thinking of them
and to brighten their day. Drop
a card in the mail, everyone
loves to get something besides
bills in their mailbox! Just share
a moment of your time.

The current Shut-In Mailing List
is in the office and also on the

bulleting boards.

If you are sick or in the
hospital, please notify the
church office, so that we can
add you to our prayers.

If you would like Pastor Karen
to give you home communion
or stop and pray with you,
please contact us and let us

know!

ld”

help me to remember
that nothing is going to happen
to me today that you and I
together can’t handle.

L S ]
Please Say Prayers:

Denise Arnold

Vince Belinski—Diane’s Nephew
Karen Byrd

Rev. Bill Cox

Chick Crosby (Sally Leubin’s brother)
Janice Kreger

MaryAnn Long and Russ Long
Penney Maloney

The Botwright family

Connie Cooper

Jim and Lorraine Hornaman

Rich Hornaman

Kyle Husted

On the wings of prayer, our burdens take flight,

Carol Ketchel

Biee e e Hnd our load of care becomes bem'ablz light,

Hnd our |1ea\y2 hearts, are lifted above,
Brenda Matson
To be healed bz the balm, of God's wonderful love.

Carole Rickrode i Slior Biie”
Bob Roemer

Alice Tillotson—Mary Hauser's sister

Joel Whickham—Mary Hauser’s brother

Logan Wrisley —Brenda Matson’s son

All of our members & friends who are grieving

Who are in nursing homes;

All who are ill at home

We pray for those in the military.



Maybe it has something to do with the Thanksgiving holiday.
The Bible reminds us that gratitude isn’t just for the easy days,
but most importantly for the days that we face struggles.
Sometimes when we are in the midst of our struggles it is

( difficult for us to be thankful for the blessings that we do have.
0N te W We need to take the time to acknowledge all of our blessings and
Oy : /% " to share those blessings with others.

" November is the month that most people think about gratitude.
S \
@% e

For the month of November jump on this challenge! Every
day sit down and write about gratitude and at the end of the month, on bad days, or next year
take the time to reflect back on your true gratitude. Gratitude opens our eyes to God’s
presence, steadies us in trials and softens our hearts to receive joy in unexpected places. It
helps us to see that we can minister to others and share our faith with those who are wavering
in their faith and questioning God’s presence in their lives.

These journal prompts will help get you started through a month of practicing thankfulness.
Not just in the big, exciting moments but also in the small and seemingly ordinary everyday
ones too. It will help you open your eyes to all that you have to be grateful for.

“Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever!” —
Psalm 107:1

List 3 ways you’ve experienced God’s steadfast love this week.

“Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving.” — Psalm 50:14
Take a few minutes to write a prayer of thanks for something that has felt tough to offer
to the Lord.

“I thank my God in all my remembrance of you.” — Philippians 1:3

Who is one person I’'m especially thankful for right now? Write them a note or prayer of
thanks.

“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven.” —
Ecclesiastes 3:1

What about this current season of life am I learning to be thankful for?

This should get you started. Remember, write a gratitude journal, and be sure to write in your
journal every day during the month of November. .
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; 2 A Thanksgiving Prayer to Remember Those Less

Tl Fortunate: _
{ o . ':_]
!’ | 0 God, when | have food, help me to remember the hungry; | ?"
A When | have work, help me to remember the jobless; -
<[ When 1 have a home, help me to remember those who have no |\,
= home at all; 4l
s 5‘ When | am without pain, help me to remember those who %4
= suffer, "
- A ', And remembering, help me to destroy my complacency; 'g?n
" bestir my compassion, and be concerned enough to help;
T By word and deed, those who cry out for what we take for A
- granted. (5
E Amen. 4 X
12 \

- Samuel F. Pugh




 November Celebrations of Life -

4
Ak

* “The LORD has done i

great things forus, -~ -~ ° ,
and we are filled with joy."g
Psalm 126:3 A

g | . - e
St e s i

Pennies for Poverty

11/7 Barbara Coughlin o
collection is an
11/7 Sally Leubin ongoing effort in
11/14 Debra Madurski support of the Women
. of the ELCA —
11/22 David Mays donations welcome in

Capital Campaign - Boil-
er:

the Donation

Center
Funds for the boiler campaign

canister.

currently show

$35,642.38
toward our goal of $58,803.

LITTLE FREE PANTRY AT IMMANUEL

IF IN NEED - TAKE SOMETHING

IF YOU CAN SHARE - LEAVE SOMETHING

Feel free to bring items to church office &

we will make sure they get in the pantry for you.



How to Reach, Out o Thode Who Mayy Be Afone jov The

O B

If you are among those fortunate enough to spend the holiday season with
those you love, consider yourself very blessed. Why do people spend the
holidays alone? There are a variety of reasons: family live far away; no
surviving relatives; new in town and have no close friends.

Most people don’t want to be alone for the holidays. Take a moment and
reach out, and know that your gesture is appreciated. When approaching
someone who may be alone, be genuine and be sensitive in how you
speak to them. People often times have no idea how their careless remarks
can hurt. Especially during the holiday season when stress is high and
loneliness is unbearable.

Instead of asking someone if they are going to be alone for the holiday,
ask them if they have plans. If they don’t have plans, or you know they
don’t have anyone to spend time with them, why not invite them to spend
time with you and your family?

Ask if they would like to accompany you to a church service, or to walk
downtown to see the Christmas lights.

Send them a Christmas Card. Make them some cookies. Take a moment out
of your Christmas Day to place a phone call just to let them know you are
thinking of them.

These are all “little”” gestures on your part but are “huge” in someone’s life
who is alone during this time.
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Let’s Talk About
Advent

= %
ADVIENT

Did you know that the Bible does not mention Advent? Advent is a

liturgical season of waiting and preparation for the coming of Christ. Advent was rooted
in early Christian practice. Originating in the 4th and 5th centuries in regions like Spain
and Gaul, Advent served as a period of fasting and preparation for the Epiphany. Over
time, the Western church, particularly the Roman Catholic Church formalized the season,
focusing it more on Christ’s first coming at Christmas and his eventual second coming.

Here are ten facts you may not know about the roots and meaning of Advent.

1. Advent is a time of expectation and preparation for the birth of the Lord.

The word Advent comes from the Latin word adventus or coming.

2. Advent has a changing start date.

It starts on the Sunday closest to the feast of St. Andrew the Apostle (November 30th).
It can begin as early as November 27th or as late as December 3rd.

(98]

. Advent marks the beginning of the liturgical year.

Advent was chosen to begin the year as a representative of the time in history that
Christ was not known to us. With his birth, the beginning of our faith was founded.
The liturgical year ends with the feast of Christ the King, his reign over the universe.

4. The Advent season has two meanings.

It emphasizes both the celebration of Christ coming into the world as a man and also
the second coming when the Lord will return again.

9]

. Hope is a predominant theme of Advent.

The Israelites hoped for a Messiah to come, and Christ entered the world.
We are hopeful for the arrival of Christ again into the world.

~~page 1 of 2~~



6.

~~page 2 of 2~~
Advent is a reminder that the Old Testament promises of the coming of the Messiah.

The Advent tradition of the Jesse Tree consists of symbols of the Messiah coming
from the line of Jesse (Lk 3: 23-38). Isaiah is often read during this season to
remember that we are waiting for the day when the Messiah will come again.

7. Advent focuses on light as opposed to darkness.

Christ enters our dark world and casts away the darkness of sin to redeem us. He will
come again as the light of the world.

. Advent has two parts.

The first portion the First Sunday of Advent until December 16th is preparation for
the second coming of Christ.

The second portion from December 17th to 24th directly prepares us for the
commemoration of the first coming of Christ, Christmas.

. The origins of Advent can be traced back to the church in France.

In the 4th century, the church in France used the period before Epiphany as a time of
preparation for Baptism. It was called "St. Martin's Lent" for the 40 days that started
on November 11th, feast of St. Martin of Tours.
In the 4th century, the church in France used the period before Epiphany as a time of
preparation for Baptism. It was called "St. Martin's Lent" for the 40 days that started
on November 11th, feast of St. Martin of Tours.

10. Advent, as we know it today, was developed in Rome.

Pope Gregory I in the late 6th/early 7th century composed many of the prayers,
antiphons, and psalm responses. Many themes and ideas we now know can be traced
to the Roman Advent Season.
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Don’t forget to set your
clocks back an hour at 2 am

on November2nd.

General Election Day is
ELECTION DAY N ber 4th
L ovember 4th.

W To all of our Veterans: we

nA72025 are so thankful for your

We hon: l| h suc f' es made by

sacrifices. Tell a Vet thank
you on November 11th.

Give thanks to the Lord for
all of your blessings and
EMEMél%SQ!XSIﬁCg your fortunes on

- Thanksgiving November
27th.
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HONORING ALL WHO SERVED

VETERANS
DAY

Veterans Day is celebrated on November 11th. The reason for celebrating our
Veterans on this date is because it marks the “eleventh hour of the eleventh day
of the eleventh month” in 1918 when an armistice ended WWI hostilities.
Originally Armistice Day, was renamed in 1954 to Veterans Day in honor of all
American Veterans (of all wars) with the date of November 11th retaining its
historical significance despite a brief period when the holiday was moved to a
Monday in October.

Veterans Day was moved due to the Uniform Holiday Bill which was passed by
Congress in 1968 to create three day weekends. From 1968 until 1975,
Veterans Day was celebrated in October at which time it was changed back to
November when President Gerald Ford signed a new law to return Veterans
Day fto its traditional November 11th date because of the dates profound
historical and patriotic meaning.

Thank yauw te all of swr Veterans whe served swr
cauntvy te fielp pretect ub and ewr preedems. T HANK




Thanksgiving is just a couple of weeks away. Did you know that you can successfully cook a
turkey breast in your crockpot? Do you know the best part? It is moist, tender and so good
every single time! If you are preparing a small dinner, this is the easiest and BEST way to
make that turkey! I promise, you will get rave reviews!

Ingredients:

Of course you need a thawed turkey breast!
1 tsp paprika

1 tsp dried thyme

3/4 tsp poultry seasoning

3/4 tsp onion powder

Coarse sea salt & fresh ground black pepper.
4 tbs butter

o Pull the skin away from the breast and rub with butter. Then use a bit of melted butter and
brush the skin with the butter and season with the paprika mixture.

1 sliced onion, 3 ribs of celery (cut into 1/3’s)
3/4 ¢ chicken stock
1/4 ¢ dry white wine

o Put the veggies and the liquid in the crock pot. Then place turkey breast side up on the
vegetables. Cook on low for about 8 hours or until internal temp is 165 degrees.

o If you want gravy to go with your turkey: Melt 3 tbs butter in saucepan over medium heat
whisk in 3 tbs all-purpose flour until lightly browned. Gradually whisk in the pan
drippings, bring to a boil. Reduce heat whisking the gravy constantly until thickened.
About 5—10 minutes.

There you have a delicious, fuss free turkey and gravy!!!! And, you kept your oven free to
make the best part of the meal—the DESSERT!!!!
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Interesting November Facts

o The full moon in November is called the “Beaver Moon”. In
the colonial era, this was the month to set one’s beaver traps befor
the swamps froze and beavers retired to their lodges, to ensure a
supply of warm winter furs.

o On November 1, 1848 the first medical school for women opened
in Boston, the New England Female Medical College. The college
was founded by Samuel Gregory. In 1873 the New England Fema
Medical College merged with Boston University to become the
nation’s first coeducational medical school.

L

o On November 19, 1863 during the dedication of the National
Cemetery near the scene of the Gettysburg conflict, President
Abraham Lincoln delivered the Gettysburg Address. Despite being
just two minutes long, the speech encapsulated the essential tenet
of democracy.

o German physicist Wilhelm Conrad Rontgen discovered X-rays b
accident on November 8.1895. He was doing an experiment to tes
if cathode rays would pass through glass. While working, he saw a
glowing ray coming from his chemically coated screen. Confused
by what he had seen, Rontgen called the rays “X-rays”.

«

o On November 10, 1775, Captain Samuel Nicholson recruited the
first Marine Corps at Tun Tavern in Philadelphia, PA. Many now
consider this location the birthplace of the US Marine Corp. The
Corp began as an aid to the Revolutionary War. However, due to
the high cost, officials disbanded the US Narine Corp at the end of
the war. On July 11, 1798 Congress re-created the US Marine
Corp. It serves under the secretary of the Navy.

R

o Parker Brothers first began selling the board game Monopoly on
November 5, 1935. The game quickly became a best selling
classic.

SR N e

L
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https://www.coolkidfacts.com/abraham-lincoln-facts/
https://www.coolkidfacts.com/abraham-lincoln-facts/
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Sunday School

Coord: Anita Byrne & Janice
Kreger

Teachers: Anita Byrne & Pastor
Kostur & Brenda Durst

2025 Congregation & Church
Council Officers

Pres: Rick Kuntz 814-572-3719

VP: Joe Byrne 814-397-7319

Sec.: Brenda Durst 814-873-0451

Fin. Sec.: Debbie Redditt 814-449-1855

Treasurer: Bill Redditt 814-833-9756

Church Council Committees

We invite all members of Immanuel to join any of these
committees andjor offer your gifts where you can —
many hands make light work!!

Council usually meets the 2" Sunday of the month

Fellowship, Outreach & Growth

Council liaisons: Sally Leubin
COFFEE HOUR 1°" SUNDAY OF THE MONTH
ONGOING COLLECTION FOR LITTLE FREE PANTRY

Finance
Council liaison: Zack Middaugh
ANNUAL Budget

Property
Council liaison: Rick Kuntz

Committee Chair: Debbie Redditt
FACILITY MAINTENANCE
RENTAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
ONGOING BOILER CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

Stewardshi
Council liaison: Dave Mays

Social Ministry Committee

Committee chair: Debbie Madurski

Council Liaison: Brenda Durst

Worship & Music
Liaison to Worship: Joe Byrne

Christian Education

Council liaison: Mary Hauser

Check out our website and “"FRIEND"” us on Facebook

Did you miss church? Need to keep updated and
want easy access to the church calendar, newsletter
or annual report?

Check out our website http://www.ilc-erie.org /



https://www.facebook.com/Immanuel-Lutheran-Church-108894642463769/
http://www.ilc-erie.org/

