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Summary 

 

In November 2021, Iraqi Prime Minister Mustafa al-Kadhimi survived a drone-borne assassination 
attempt at his Baghdad residence. 

 
This Insight examines the tactical dynamics of the attack, its connection to post-election political 
fractures, and the broader implications for Iraq’s internal stability and regional alignments. 

 

Strategic Intelligence Insight 

 

I. Incident Overview 

 

On November 7, 2021, three explosive-laden drones targeted Prime Minister Mustafa al-
Kadhimi’s residence in Baghdad’s fortified Green Zone. 
Security forces intercepted two drones, but one struck the building, injuring six bodyguards. 
No group immediately claimed responsibility. 

 

II. Political Context 

 

▪ Iraq’s October 2021 parliamentary elections witnessed a record low turnout of 41%, 

reflecting a growing disillusionment among the youth and urban electorate. 

 

 

▪ Pro-Iranian political factions suffered significant losses, prompting organized 

demonstrations and demands for a manual recount, especially around the Green 

Zone. 

 



HMSC Insight | 2 

▪ Shia cleric Moqtada al-Sadr’s movement emerged as the leading bloc, with calls to 

form a government free from foreign influence, targeting both Western and Iranian 

interventions. 

 

III. Strategic Implications 

 

▪ Escalation Risks: 
 

The attack represents a dangerous precedent for internal political violence in post-

election Iraq, with potential to trigger retaliatory cycles among rival factions. 

 

▪ Proxy Pressure: 

 
Iranian-aligned groups, facing political marginalization, may increasingly rely on 

asymmetric pressure to influence government formation dynamics. 

 

▪ National Stability: 

 
The survival of the Prime Minister and the failure of the attack may paradoxically 

strengthen nationalist narratives seeking to resist foreign (especially Iranian) influence 

over Iraqi sovereignty. 

 

Indicators to Monitor 

 

▪ Investigative findings regarding drone debris and attribution efforts. 

 

▪ Shifts in militia posturing and political negotiations surrounding government 

formation. 
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▪ Increased securitization of Baghdad’s Green Zone and potential state responses 

against proxy actors. 

 

 

Analyst Reflection 

 

The attempted assassination highlights the fragility of Iraq’s post-electoral landscape, where 

political realignment intersects with hybrid warfare tactics. 

 

As Baghdad navigates internal reconfiguration, the convergence of proxy capabilities and 

contested sovereignty will remain a critical axis for regional risk assessments. 

 


