July 4, 2021                            The First Church of West Bridgewater 

Prelude and Hymn Sing                     Rosemary Valentine, Organist
Centering Music           “Holy Ground”                               H No. 554
Welcome        
Call to Worship                                                Deacon Jean Upton
L: Great is our God and greatly to be praised. Worship the One whose grace covers all our needs.

P: The God of hosts is with us here. We praise, with joy, God’s holy name.
L: Ponder God’s steadfast love in the temple. Practice sharing that love while we are together. 
P: God’s love is amazing, beyond our understanding. We seek to share the love we are receiving.
L: We are here to be equipped for the journey of life. We have gathered that our daily witness might be empowered. 
P: Sometimes we are not strong enough to love. We pray that God will use our weakness for good.
* Hymn                    “The National Anthem”           H No. 305, vv. 1-2
Unitarian Universalist Principle                            

L: We light this candle to honor wisdom from the world’s religions, wisdom that inspires us in our ethical and spiritual life. 

Quoting the Unitarian W. E. Channing              Deacon Jean Upton
“The end of our being is to educate, bring out, and perfect the divine principles of our nature. We were made and are upheld in life for this as our great end, that we may be true to the principle of duty within us; that we may put down all desire and appetite beneath the inward law; that we may enthrone God, the infinitely perfect Father, in our souls; that we may hunger and thirst for righteousness, more than for daily food; that we may resolutely and honestly seek for and communicate truth; that disinterested love and impartial justice may triumph over every motion of selfishness.” Works, 612
Quoting Congregationalist Lyman Abbott         Pastor Steve Finlan
“The kingdom of God . . . will grow up like a seed planted in the ground. As the earth bears fruit of itself and we know not why nor how, so this kingdom will grow up by spiritual forces within men—a growth not a gift, or, rather, a gift that is a growth, but brought forth from men not imposed upon them.” What Christianity Means to Me, p. 177
Time of Reconciliation - Choir
  Invitation              “Create in Me a Clean Heart”              H No. 414
Scripture                              Psalm 123                             H No. 706
(Choir sings  cxchoral response . . .Leader reads odd verses. . . congregation reads even verses)
Prayer Requests               “Cares Chorus”

I cast all my cares upon you; I lay all my burdens 
down at your feet, and anytime that I don’t know 
what to do; I will cast all my cares upon you.
Pastoral Prayer                                                 Pastor Steve Finlan
Silent prayer…  Lord’s Prayer…“Eagle’s Wings” (chorus) H No. 385
And God will raise you up on eagle’s wings, bear you on the breath of dawn, make you to shine like the sun, and hold you in the palm of God’s hand. 

Scripture                               Ezekiel 2:1-5            Deacon Jean Upton
1He said to me: O mortal, stand up on your feet, and I will speak with you. 2And when he spoke to me, a spirit entered into me and set me on my feet; and I heard him speaking to me. 3He said to me, Mortal, I am sending you to the people of Israel, to a nation of rebels who have rebelled against me; they and their ancestors have transgressed against me to this very day. 4The descendants are impudent and stubborn. I am sending you to them, and you shall say to them, “Thus says the Lord God.” 5Whether they hear or refuse to hear (for they are a rebellious house), they shall know that there has been a prophet among them.
Scripture                             Mark 6:1-6               Pastor Steve Finlan
1He left that place and came to his home town, and his disciples followed him. 2On the Sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded. They said, “Where did this man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds of power are being done by his hands! 3Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him. 4Then Jesus said to them, “Prophets are not without honor, except in their home town, and among their own kin, and in their own house.” 5And he could do no deed of power there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured them. 6And he was amazed at their unbelief.
Sermon           “A Prophet Among Them”           Pastor Steve Finlan
* Hymn            “My Country, ‘Tis of Thee”                       H No. 299
Words and Prayer of Institution   Sacrament of Communion
  Invitation   Sharing the Elements   (gluten free bread and grape juice)

  Unison Prayer  

God, sanctify us through communion with our risen Savior. Jesus, we hold on to your promise that we will someday sit down with you at banquet in your heavenly kingdom. Amen.

* Benediction
                                                      Church President
L: Go out into the world in the name of the carpenter. Emulate Christ’s deeds of compassion and power.
P: We face hardships and calamities with courage. Christ strengthens us when we are weak. 
L: In humility, reach out to help and to be helped. Travel light, with your faith as your major resource.
P: We will trust God in our preparations and on the journey. We will give our best, relying also on God’s grace.
L: As disciples of Jesus Christ, you are blessed and empowered. God’s steadfast love surrounds you wherever you go.
P: Great is our God, and greatly to be praised! God will be our guide today and forever.  Amen.  
* Congregational Response “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” H No. 536
* Postlude                                             Rosemary Valentine, Organist
On Sunday, June 27, we collected $ 726.00 towards meeting our weekly budget                 ​_________________________need of $1,451.00_________________________
The Mission and Outreach Committee reminds you to please remember the W.B. Food Pantry. You may bring in your donation(s) on any Sunday.

The next Farm Market will take place on Tuesday, July 13th from 4 until 7 p.m.
“Grab and Go” lunches, given to help combat food insecurity, will continue to be given out every Friday from 11:30 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. to W.B. students and residents. Please be sure to call the church office and reserve your lunch.
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“We the members of The First Church of West Bridgewater united by the love of one another and guided by the teachings of Jesus, hold it to be our purpose to maintain a welcoming house for the worship of God; to teach and study the lessons of our faith, to develop programs for those in need; and to sponsor fellowship opportunities. All this we support in order to build a mutually sustaining and caring community of faith.”
________________________________________________________

Church Address:                                     29 Howard Street, West Bridgewater, Mass. 02379

Church Mailing Address:                         P.O. Box 361, West Bridgewater, Mass. 02379

Church Email Address:                                                                     firstchurchwb@juno.com
Church Website Address:                                                                    www.firstchurchwb.org
Church Office Telephone:                                                                                (508) 587-3118

                                    Love and Prayers List 
	Name
	Relative/Friend Of
	Reason

	All families and 
	friends grieving for 
	departed loved ones

	All people and
	families who are dealing
	with cancer

	Jan Adams
	Joyce’s step-mother
	Health and mood

	Jeff Argrew
	Barbara Waugh’s cousin
	Lung cancer

	Julie Aubin and Arthur Curtis
	Julie a friend of Joyce’s; Arthur takes care of her
	Julie has ALS and is unable to walk

	Karen Barstow
	Friend of the church
	Having tests

	Richard Boucher
	Bobby B’s father
	Lung cancer

	Todd Chmielinski
	Lori’s co-worker’s husband
	Autoimmune disease

	Andrew Curtis
	Joyce’s friend
	Recovering after COVID

	Patty Daviau
	Lesley Anderson’s friend
	Breast cancer

	Bella DuBois
	WB 8th grader
	Recently diagnosed with bone cancer

	Larry Flannagan
	Jessica Hatch’s father
	Multiple health issues

	Lynn & Jim Gledhill
	Marion & Bob Leonard’s friends
	Jim – stroke

Lynn – support

	Pedro Henrique
	David Sillars’s friend
	Cancer

	Mary Julius
	Daphne George’s friend
	Cancer

	Greg Kundicz
	Mark Trojano
	Recovering

	Lance
	June & Ron Metcalf
	Cancer treatment

	Lucie Lovell
	Chuck’s wife
	Health concerns

	Karrie McCall
	Visited our website
	Mourning for death of 3 family members in car crash

	Lois McCarthy
	Louise & Bob Chisholm’s friend
	Still receiving treatment at Dana Farber

	Wendy Merritt
	Relative of Trojano and Pratt families
	Rehabbing from brain tumor operation 

	Paul
	Elaine
	Health issues

	Sandy Rosa
	Sharon Ledin’s friend
	Acute Leukemia

	Jase Russell
	Tina & Tom Reed’s friend
	Recovering from Neuroblastoma

	John Turner
	Husband of Roberta (Ginn)
	Needs Kidney

	Ellie Warfist
	Sarah Warfist’s daughter
	Cancer

	Barbara Waugh
	Beloved church member
	Receiving radiation treatment

	Kim West
	Friend of Snow family
	Serious health issues

	Shirley Williams
	Jenny’s mother-in-law
	Recovering from a fall

	Debbie Wyman
	Friend of Maria
	COVID, recuperating now at home


Please put any updates in the offering plate. Thank you!

Name: __________________________________________________________________

Friend/Relative of: _________________________________________________________

Reason: _________________________________________________________________
                                    Love and Prayers List 
	Name
	Relative/Friend Of
	Reason

	All families and 
	friends grieving for 
	departed loved ones

	All people and
	families who are dealing
	with cancer

	Jan Adams
	Joyce’s step-mother
	Health and mood

	Jeff Argrew
	Barbara Waugh’s cousin
	Lung cancer

	Julie Aubin and Arthur Curtis
	Julie a friend of Joyce’s; Arthur takes care of her
	Julie has ALS and is unable to walk

	Karen Barstow
	Friend of the church
	Having tests

	Richard Boucher
	Bobby B’s father
	Lung cancer

	Todd Chmielinski
	Lori’s co-worker’s husband
	Autoimmune disease

	Andrew Curtis
	Joyce’s friend
	Recovering after COVID

	Patty Daviau
	Lesley Anderson’s friend
	Breast cancer

	Bella DuBois
	WB 8th grader
	Recently diagnosed with bone cancer

	Larry Flannagan
	Jessica Hatch’s father
	Multiple health issues

	Lynn & Jim Gledhill
	Marion & Bob Leonard’s friends
	Jim – stroke

Lynn – support

	Pedro Henrique
	David Sillars’s friend
	Cancer

	Mary Julius
	Daphne George’s friend
	Cancer

	Greg Kundicz
	Mark Trojano
	Recovering

	Lance
	June & Ron Metcalf
	Cancer treatment

	Lucie Lovell
	Chuck’s wife
	Health concerns

	Karrie McCall
	Visited our website
	Mourning for death of 3 family members in car crash

	Lois McCarthy
	Louise & Bob Chisholm’s friend
	Still receiving treatment at Dana Farber

	Wendy Merritt
	Relative of Trojano and Pratt families
	Rehabbing from brain tumor operation 

	Paul
	Elaine
	Health issues

	Sandy Rosa
	Sharon Ledin’s friend
	Acute Leukemia

	Jase Russell
	Tina & Tom Reed’s friend
	Recovering from Neuroblastoma

	John Turner
	Husband of Roberta (Ginn)
	Needs Kidney

	Ellie Warfist
	Sarah Warfist’s daughter
	Cancer

	Barbara Waugh
	Beloved church member
	Receiving radiation treatment

	Kim West
	Friend of Snow family
	Serious health issues

	Shirley Williams
	Jenny’s mother-in-law
	Recovering from a fall

	Debbie Wyman
	Friend of Maria
	COVID, recuperating now at home


Please put any updates in the offering plate. Thank you!

Name: __________________________________________________________________

Friend/Relative of: _________________________________________________________

Reason: _________________________________________________________________
