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“The financial information that was sent to the school board regarding the fake
website was not a reflection of a former administrator or administrators.  As
stated on the document, the FIRST rating for 2021-2022 and based on 2020-2021
school year data was the report in question.  This was a tough time in the business
office with multiple personnel changes, a new auditor and documents damaged
due to fire that all contributed to the low rating.”
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THIS IS THE END OF THE IMAGES OF THE OPEN RECORDS DOCUMENT
from the WISD, supplied in a PDF.  The next three pages are an Opinion Editorial
By Trails Country Reporter editor, publisher, C. G. Willis

Piercing the Veil
C.G. Willis, Trails Country Editor, Commentary
OP | ED  [August 31, 2023]

The official Winnsboro ISD website is at the url address: https://www.winnsboroisd.org/
The at the url address:  TheReadWISD.Com  is NOT the real WISD district website.

On July 18, 2023, TCR received a text message, “Just curious if you have seen this website?  Therealwisdcom?”
(Actually, no, not at that time.)  Since that date, I’ve looked at the content, and looked at the content less and less;
however, there are some factual observations to present to the public and to the anonymous participants behind the
website, for consideration and accountability.

TheRealWISD domain name was purchased through GoDaddy (called a domain host) on June 23, 2023.  The registrant
The registrant then cloaked their name by paying for a private registration; this called privacy domain name registration.
In the Internet world, many domain name owners do this privacy to reduce unwanted contact and mail from solicitors,
hackers, loan sharks, spammers, etc., or for other reasons.

TheRealWISD began posting blogs sometime the first week of July 2023.  The person or people behind the website have
stated they wish to remain anonymous.  As an opinion editorial, it is probably because the person(s) fear retaliation or
retribution.  Someone, or group of someones, certainly have a burr in their saddle over a sundry list of topics.

While they blog about transparency, they work behind a dark veil of not only anonymity, but inaccuracies and apparent
bitterness for unresolved anger or conflict resolution skills. Maybe this public information and research will begin to
pierce the veil, and bring people to the table of peacemaking and fruits of the spirit, and not works and sins of the flesh.

Point 1.
To present oneself with a domain as a “REAL” government entity could be considered a crime under state And federal
laws.  The site is certainly not set up as satire.  To use the name “Real” is blatantly misleading and runs the risk of
damaging the district and community image for people who may not know it is NOT authorized, nor the “real” site.

Point 2.
The site uses the logos of the Texas Education Agency.  Without a written contract for license for use,
This is a violation of LAW and punishable under TEXAS STATE LOCAL GOVERNMENT CODE, quoted:

GOVERNMENT CODE
TITLE 10. GENERAL GOVERNMENT
SUBTITLE B. INFORMATION AND PLANNING
CHAPTER 2054. INFORMATION RESOURCES
SUBCHAPTER A. GENERAL PROVISIONS

(9) "Local government" means a county, municipality, special district, school district, junior college district, or other political
subdivision of the state.

Sec. 2054.263. SEAL. The department shall adopt an icon, symbol, brand, seal, or other identifying device to represent the
project.

Sec. 2054.269. INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS. The department may exercise all intellectual property rights
regarding the project, including prevention of other persons from using names or designs similar to those used by the project to
market products.    (Source: https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/GV/htm/GV.2054.htm)
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Point 3.
The site uses the “Running W” logo of the University of Wisconsin.  If it is without a written contract for license for use
of intellectual property, and certainly not satire, according to research, experience and training, such practice is a
violation of LAW and punishable under the Copyright Law of the United States (Title 17) and Related Laws Contained in
Title 17 of the United States Code (https://copyright.gov/ and https://www.copyright.gov/title17/.  “Statutory damages are
usually between $750 and $30,000 per work, as determined by the court. However, the damage amount can be increased
up to $150,000 per work if the infringement is found to be wilful (intentional).”  In fact, criminal copyright infringement
charges can result in prison convictions under federal laws.

The University of Wisconsin has proven to take copyright offenders to legal task in the past, as shown in Google searches
and legal research.

Point 4. Trails Country Reporter has verified that on “TheRealWISD” site,  the image of the WISD school board of
trustees was actually lifted (taken) from a website called “Wood County Now” as verified by an owner, and used without
permission for use (copyright violation).  In other words, plain English, stolen intellectual property.  It’s not a victimless
crime.    The government just doesn’t make laws for the fun of it.  It’s when people don’t behave and take things that
don’t belong to them, even digital intellectual PROPERTY, or people do things they shouldn’t do.  It’s not only about
law, but ethics and morality.

Point 5.  The “Real” site is certainly not compiled with journalistic skill, conventions or styles.  It’s riddled with grammar
and punctuation errors, and its difficult to tell where they blog begins and ends and where quoted material begins or ends.
It also likes references and proper citation for materials throughout the entire website.  Vetting the work and citing
sources is critical in the integrity of journalism.  An example is an ink well with a blog on the site, and the words, “There
Dave, I fixed it for you!”     Is the passage above it by Dave Wilcox?  When?  How?  Email?  Who knows?   It should be
something like, “Mr. Wilcox, I updated the content of your letter to us on [date].”  T The site talks about Bullying, yet
bully’s students for their social media posts.  The site talks about transparency but is not.  The site itself is named as a
fake, fraud, misleading “Real.”

Point 6.  This “Real” not real site point problems with little “come to the table, let’s chat over coffee and be peacemaker”
resolutions.  The structure is in place at school districts across our state, and if talking to people one one one, FIRST,
doesn’t work, there’s the public input at meetings.  IF that doesn’t work, there’s the polling both and elections. There’s
letters to the editor.  And there’s running away or giving up and not addressing the conflicts.

Point 7.  So, it is pretty interesting the site “screams” of ethics and transparency, and here they are, violating state and
federal laws to get their points across.  What you are doing, speaks so loudly, in how you are doing it, its difficult to hear
a thing they say with their written words.  Experience means more to the public than written words.

The experience of the Winnsboro area public is sometimes reeking of discord and arguing, with folks taking sides and
making unvetted accusations, unresolved conflict:  it just NEEDS TO STOP.  The children, the students are watching the
adults.  The time the administration looks at this site, which probably less and less, takes away from the core focus of
education and the students and caring for the districts wonderful faculty and support teams. Resolve conflict peacably.

In case folks have forgotten the true struggle, I’ll close with a list on the final page of this op ed.  I’ve learned the hard
way to NOT be a flag bearer, a torch, or fuel flaming the fire of public controversies.  Just please stop it, and go to people
one-on-one and try to resolve differences.  Then vote.  If God’s in you, and God’s in them, God gets along with God, then
what’s the problem.  Yes, even Christians disagree. And Good people.  Let’s fine unity.  Thank you for your time.
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