Twin City
Postcard Club
C P C – J6U L / A U G 2 0 0 9
Volume XXXI TNumber

VOLUME XXXIII NUMBER 4

Spring Show a Success
The TCPC show held this spring was well attended with a significant number of
participants coming early on Saturday and keeping the dealers hopping all
day. Dealers and collectors all agree it was a good show in spite of the economy.
Show chairperson, David Johnson, indicated that numbers of volunteers
participated in setting up/taking down of the tables and helping dealers move
their merchandise as needed.
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Dave also says that about 300 people participated in the two day event (April
25th and 26th). He is currently working on the fall show which he hopes to hold
in the West St Paul Armory (on Robert Street) that is bigger so that additional
dealers can be
invited. No firm
date is set but Dave
has stated he is
looking at an early
October event.
See page 3 for
additional photos
of the show. All
photos were taken
by Duane Stabler.
Photo shows dealer
(John Cole) assisting
collectors in search

Special Note:
The August Meeting will be moved to August 12
because the meeting place will be closed on the
19th.
This is a one time change only.
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Postcard Collector Emerges in a New Form
In a recent email to the editor, Postcard Collector states: “It has been 1 month since the launch of
PostcardCollector.org, where people can chat in our postcard forums, contribute to our postcard
wiki, submit articles, post links, and check our new postcard show list and map.
We have just reached 100 members and we are always looking for new people who are interested in
antique postcards. Let's build this site into a place for collectors to meet and discuss the great hobby
of postcard collecting. Thank you to everyone who has already contributed!
We have added a new Postcard Show Calendar and Show Map!”
Upcoming Shows as posted in Postcard Collector:
Greater Portland Postcard & Paper Collectibles Show
Memphis Postcard Show
Greater Seattle Postcard & Paper Collectibles Show
Information received via Email from PostcardCollector.org—June 2009

Special Note:

Welcome New Members:
•

Mark Olson — Chaska MN; Collects: Chaska,
Carver, Chanhassen, Thief River Falls postcards

•

Kaye Schultz - Austin MN; Collects: old foreign and
European cards

•

Ronald Manger - Minneapolis MN; Collects: North
Mpls RPPC/Mississippi River and Minnesota Brainerd
areas RPPC

The August Meeting will be
moved to August 12 because
the meeting place will be
closed on the 19th.
This is a one time change only.

2009 Board of Directors and Officers
•

President: Chuck Donley, 952-988-9797

Show Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573

•

Vice President: Duane Stabler, 952-447-8654

Social Coordinator: Dean Borghorst, 612-332-0256

•

Treasurer: Allan Hillesheim, 612-377-6062

•

Membership Chair: Dianne Lamb, 651-460-4927

•

Editor: Duane Stabler, 952-447-8654

Corresponding Sec.: Shirley Mitchell, 952-942-8874

•

Assistant Editor: Dave Norman, 612-729-2428

Member-at-Large: John Cole, 507-789-6344

•

Webmaster: Duane Stabler, 952-447-8654

•

Program Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573

Librarian: Louise Carpentier, 763-545-3133

Member-at-Large: Don Morgenweck, 952-926-8668
Member-at-Large: Alan Calavano, 507-282-4389
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Photos by Duane Stabler
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Modern Woodmen of America
By David Norman
At the May board meeting of the TCPC, Dianne Lamb showed us a Modern Woodmen of America postcard with
election information about the Elbow Lake "Camp" that she had just purchased from Alan Hillesheim. (Dianne grew
up near Elbow Lake, so any card from that area is of special interest to her.) That reminded me that I had a postcard
view of the Modern Woodmen of America Head Office building in Moline, IL in my collection. The card is printed in
brown ink on cream-colored paper. (In doing my research on the Woodmen, I ran across a website with images of the
Quad Cities which had a card with a "colorized" version of the same image.) On the address side, my card is set up as
an Official Receipt, which was issued by C. W. Hawes, Head Clerk, M. W. of A. It's labeled Form 449 1/2. It wasn't
mailed - instead it was rubber-stamped Jan 27 1908 and given to Mr. A Gutzwiller of Rock Island IL as a receipt for
$7.26 worth of supplies.
In researching the Modern Woodmen on the Website www.Wikipedia.org, I learned the history of the organization. It
was set up as a fraternal benefit association, a type of insurance company based on local lodges, which they called
"camps". One or two of those at the postcard club board meeting had wondered whether the Modern Woodmen was
still in business at all. They are indeed still around, although they may not have as high a profile as they once
did. Membership reached one million in 1910. According to the company's website, today the Modern Woodmen is
the third largest fraternal insurance company (in terms of assets.) They now have more than 750,000
members. Beside life insurance, the modern day version of the organization also provides a number of other financial
products and services to its members.
The founder of the Woodmen had the basic concept
of a fraternal benefit society, but he needed an
image to build the organization around. One day, he
was inspired by a sermon about men clearing a
forest to build homes and communities for their
families. Similarly, he realized that his proposed
society would clear away financial burdens for the
families of its members. This image amused me
when I read about it - today, environmentalists
would be appalled by people clearing a forest
instead of thinking of it as a praiseworthy activity .
One of the activities that the Woodmen were
well-known for was their drill teams. They called
themselves "Foresters" and performed in events
called Rainbow Parades because the members of
each of the units were dressed in colorful costumes. The last known of these parades took place
in Chicago. Thousands of spectators watched as the
parade halted other traffic on Michigan Boulevard
for more than two hours. Participants carried
symbolic axes (and presumably swung them around
as part of their drills.) On a recent visit to the
museum of the Randolph Area Historical Society in
Randolph, MN, I saw a couple of these axes in one
of the display cases. Even though the Woodmen
had stopped having their drill teams a long time ago,
the axes on display had shiny heads. The letters
"MWA" were cast into them.
See Woodman on page 5
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Woodman Continued from page 4
Also, I noticed that there were no dents, nicks, or other signs of wear on the cutting
edge of the blades, strongly suggesting that they had only been used for ceremonial
purposes and had never even once been used to actually cut wood. The museum also
had a couple of the ribbon badges that the Woodmen once wore.
Another activity of the Modern Woodmen was a tuberculosis sanatorium for their
members which they operated near Colorado Springs, CO. At the time it was
established, tuberculosis was the Number 1 cause of death in the US. Many years later,
when the sanatorium eventually closed, TB was down to Number 8 on the list of causes
of death. In an era when there were no medicines that were effective against the
dreaded disease, their sanatorium had a 70% recovery rate with a program that included
rest, wholesome food, pure air, and exercise.
I dug into the Family Archives (more truthfully, the Accumulated Papers) and found
the $1,000 Benefit Certificate that the Modern Woodmen had issued to
my grandfather on my mother's side of the family in 1903. Although it addresses him
as a "neighbor," it warns that, "The neighbor is especially admonished to look well to
his assessments, as failure to pay, on or before the first day of the month, will render
this certificate absolutely void without notice or further proceedings." The application
form inside makes interesting reading. He applied to become a member of Camp No.
4419, based in Minneapolis. The lengthy list of occupations excluded from membership reflects that many were dangerous or unhealthy in those days. (Even now that we
have OSHA, some of them are still very dangerous.) For example there is a whole
column of railroad jobs that were prohibited by the By-Laws of the Society, although
they would admit railroad brakemen on passenger trains using the then-new technology
of air brakes. Another portion of the list of excluded occupations which involved
explosives. Also excluded were professional baseball players, bicycle racers, football
players, and circus performers. Even though the form was drawn up before the Wright
brothers proved that heavier-than-air flight is possible, they would not cover anyone
who is an "aeronaut," which I suppose refers to the pilot of a balloon. Among the
unhealthy occupations was brass finisher or polisher, if working in a factory not
equipped with modern appliances, such as "blowers or suckers." Apparently on moral
grounds, they excluded anyone involved with the "Manufacture or sale of spirituous,
malt, or vinous liquors to be used as a beverage....." even if it was merely as a stockholder. I learned some interesting things about my grandfather from reading his
application. He was one of ten children. He did not totally abstain from the use
of intoxicating liquors, but said that he had never been drunk. He died about 30 years
after making his application to join the Modern Woodmen, so perhaps by that time, he
had long since stopped making payments and the Benefit Certificate was no longer in
effect.
Here's a challenge from the assistant editor - Anyone else have any Modern Woodmen cards? Or, does anyone
have any sanatorium cards? Send scans of your cards direct to Duane, or if you don't have access to the
technology to do that, contact him for alternate ways to submit them. 

Editor Receives Note on recent Yellowstone Park Newsletter Article
To the Editor: I Enjoyed your club newsletter and the article on the Yellowstone Park. Thanks for including it
in the newsletter………...Tom Mulvany
Thanks for the kind words Tom and the author appreciates it too. The only pay the authors or I get is the praise
we receive…………..editor
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Beware Postcard Collectors
By Dean Borghorst

This lovely lake scene just seems to sum up the joys of summer boating. But what particular lake are we
viewing?
These five cards are from the collection of Nina Rudolf and are all by V.O. Hammon Publishing Company.
The White Bear Lack card is numbered 1645 but the other cards don’t have any numbers printed with the card.
I guess it proves that everyone wants to claim a lovely scene as their own. 
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Unusual Card Set as provided by Dick Flugum
This unusual set of four cards, provided by Dick Flugum, shows four female aviators with printed
information on the back as follows:
Upper Left Card: From Bera won as co-pilot, 1951, and soon as pilot in 1953, ‘55, ‘56’, ‘61 and ‘ ‘62. In
plane shown she set a world altitude record in class C-I-D. In 1971 she flew in the London, England air
race to Victoria, B.C.
Upper Right Card: Marion Banks and Barbara Evans are officers of the All Woman Transcontinental Air
Race, Inc. which has held the Powder Puff Derby for thirty years.
Lower Left Card: Jerrie Cobb, in this years Power Puff Derby, is the only woman to be qualified for outer
space. She has logged 27,000 hours including recent mercy flights in the Amazon region of Brazil taking
doctors, missionaries and medical suppliers to remote Indian tribes and critically ill Indians out to distant
clinics and hospitals for The Jerrie Cobb Foundation of Morre Haven, FL.
Lower Right Card: Carolyn West won the first Powder Puff Derby held in 1947 over the same route, Palm
Springs, CA to Tampa, FL, used for the 30th commemorative flight of 1977. 
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Editor’s Challenge

Lee Erhard provided this most interesting postcard of what appears to be a milk truck. Postmarked
1915, the card shows Nels Nelson who apparently requested the photo of the photographer. On his
left is Charlie Christenson. It is believed that this company was located in the Minneapolis area but
where? We’d love to hear your thoughts.
The card below is courtesy of Chuck Donley who questions the location of this sign and even when it
was taken. There is nothing on the card that would indicate where the image was taken. Again, we’d
appreciate your thoughts on where this card was photographed.
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Buchanan, Minnesota
By John L Cole
I watched Public Television the other evening when Cathy Wurzer had a program on entitled “Tales of the
Road, Highway 61”. It featured selected sites along highway 61 from Grand Portage, Minnesota in the
North to La Crescent, Minnesota in the south. Although she did mention one ghost town on the north
shore she didn’t say anything about Buchanan, Minnesota.
So I had to do a little probing on my own. I found out that Buchanan was located in Saint Louis County, a
mile south of the Knife River which would put it close to Two Harbors.
I picked up a RPPC put out by the Hamilton Photo Company of Ames, Iowa. It had no stamp box
identification. So I would have to guess that it was taken in the 1950s. It showed a stone monument
overlooking Lake Superior. How far off Highway 61, I have no idea.
What the monument says probably is about the same as the marker that was written about in the Duluth
News Tribune in October of 1931. At that time the marker said, “Buchanan, This town site named after
President Buchanan was laid out in October 1856. From September 1857 unto May 1859 the place thought
little less than wilderness, was the seat of the U.S. Land Office for the Northeastern District of Minnesota.
After the removal of the Land Office the settlement disappeared”.
I also found out that George Cowell laid out the town in 1856. It was a small town but did have a
newspaper, the North Shore Advocate , for two years in 1857-1858. It also had a post office from 1858 to
1862, which would make the town at least six years old.
John Whipple who had
problems running the
U.S. Land Office so far
from a large settlement
finally moved the office
to Portland in 1859.
Portland is now part of
Duluth. When the Land
Office left Buchanan so
did the other businesses
and finally there was
nobody left. Another
ghost town along the
North Shore.
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Classifieds
Advertising:
General advertising will appear in
newsletters. Members can have
one free line ad in the newsletter
each year. Send your ad (and
payment if required) to the
newsletter editor.
Member Advertising rates (per
issue)
Business card size…$4.00
Quarter Page………$10.00
Half Page …….……$20.00
Full Page……….…. $30.00

POST CARDS WANTED

Land of Lakes PC Show has a new location:
Eagan Community Center
1501 Central Parkway
Eagan, Minnesota 55121
July 24-25, 2009

Granite Fall, MN postcards
Paul Benson
Granite Falls, MN 56241
Tele. # 1-320-564-3743

See the May-June Newsletter for the complete advertisement

Gift Cards provided during the business meetings have been provided by these
sponsors. We thank them for their generosity.
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Upcoming Programs

Upcoming Meetings and Events
All meetings to be at:
The Lynnhurst Community Center,
1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway (at 50th St.)

Monthly Meeting Schedule.
July 15, 2009
July 4th Postcards are popular but
do you have a postcard that
illustrates fireworks as a display
or perhaps an advertising card?
Bring a postcard to share that
celebrates and illustrates this
theme.

Meeting Schedule for 2009
July 15, 2009
August 12, 2009 (note special date)
September 16, 2009
October 21, 2009
November 18, 2009
December 16, 2009
Board Meeting Schedule for 2009
July 1, 2009
September 2, 2009
November 4, 2009

It’s time to plan for 2009 and
we hope to offer programs
at least once per quarter
again this year. Do you
have a suggestion for something you’d like to see? Or,
perhaps you’d like to offer a
program yourself (don’t be
shy)? Programs should be
about 15 minutes in length
and can be about anything
from your favorite card topic
or a general postcard topic.
Call Dave Johnson at 651426-3573 for further details.

August 12, 2009
August is a popular baseball
month. Bring that special baseball card showing this popular
American pastime. Bring a postcard to share that celebrates and
illustrates this theme.

Did You Know??
In 1897 Great Britain made it legal to write message on the address
side of postcards leaving the other side free for pictures.
France followed suit in 1903, followed by Germany in 1905 and the
United States in 1907

Note the date change—it’s not an
error!

Do you have a program you’d like to present? If so, contact Dave Johnson, program director

Twin City Postcard Club Membership Application
Please check one: New Member_____ Renewal________ Reinstatement______ Change of Information_____
NAME______________________________________________________________________________________________
STREET ADDRESS:__________________________________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP _____________________________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE # (include area code)______________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS (optional)___________________________________________________________________________
TYPES of POSTCARDS COLLECTED: ___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Mail to Dianne Lamb, TCPC Membership Chair, 25145 Chippendale Ave, Farmington MN 55024
Total Dues annually: $13 + $1 for each additional member in the household

PAGE 11

TCPC – JUL/AUG 2009

VOLUME XXXIII NUMBER 4
PAGE 12

Special Note:
The August Meeting will be
moved to August 12
because the meeting place
will be closed on the 19th.
This is a one time change
only.
Monthly Meeting Location:
The Lynnhurst Community Center,
1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway (at 50th St.)
Minneapolis MN
Time: 5:30 - 8:45 pm (program and meeting at 7:15)
Got something you want to contribute? Contact:
Editor: Duane Stabler
Email: dstabler@bigfoot.com

Twin City Postcard Club
25145 Chippendale Ave.
Farmington MN 55024

If your address label is highlighted,
your dues are due! Please return the
application in this newsletter, with any
updates, and a check for $13, plus $1 for
each additional name at the same
address.

We are on the web!
www.twincitypostcardclub.com

