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              August 2023 
 

Feast of the Assumption of the Holy Mother-of-God 

The Feast of the Assumption of the Holy Mother-of-God is a non-variable commemoration and the 

oldest of all those dedicated to St. Mary. The Armenian Church celebrates this feast day on the nearest 

Sunday to August 15, a practice adopted at the time of St. Nerses the Graceful. 

Assumption comprises a week of fasting, Navagadik, and a Memorial Day. In the early centuries, the 

observance took place over the course of three days; but as arranged by Shnorhali, it was extended to 

nine days. 

In the Holy Bible, there is little information concerning the details of St. Mary’s life. As a result, the 

story of her Assumption has been preserved and passed on to us through the Holy and Sacred Tradition 

of the Apostolic Church. 

According to tradition, following the Ascension of Christ, Mary lived out the rest of her days in 

Jerusalem, cared for by St. John the Evangelist.  She died in Jerusalem some 15 years after Christ’s 

Ascension and was buried in her family tomb in Gethsemane. 

After she passed away, all the apostles, save Bartholomew who was absent at that time, conducted her 

funeral with great ceremony at a cave-like tomb in the Garden of Gethsemane.  Later, St. Bartholomew 

returned and wished to see Mary one last time. 

He convinced the apostles to open the tomb, but they could not find her body inside. Angels’ voices 

were heard for three days and nights. The apostles interpreted the angels’ singing as a sign that our 

Lord had assumed, or taken up, his mother into heaven as he had promised her. 

They found the empty tomb a confirmation of that promise for she had not been dead, but had fallen 

asleep. For this reason, the church refers to the end of Mary’s earthly life as “the dormition” rather than 

“death.” 

The tradition concerning the dormition of the Holy Mother did not become a basic teaching (doctrine) 

of the church until the 9th century, and it wasn’t until the 12th century that the feast was titled “the 

Assumption.                                                                   (Continued on the back page)

  



ST. MARY ARMENIAN CHURCH 

AUGUST 2023 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 
  1 2 3 4 5 

      

Ladies Society 
meeting in the 
Majarian Hall  
at 11:30 AM 

 
 
 

 

 
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Barekendan of the 
Fast of Assumption  

 
 
 

     
Showers of 

Radiance of Holy 
Etchmiadzin 

 
 

 

 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

Assumption of the Holy 
Mother-of-God 

 

Asdvadzadzin  
Parish Council Luncheon  

 

Ways and Means Bake 
Sale & Famers Market 

 

7th & 8th Raffle drawing  

 
 
 

Remembrance of 
the dead  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Parish Council 
meeting via Zoom 

at 6 PM  

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

  

Sts. Joachim & Anna, 
Parents of the Holy 

 Mother-of-God 
 

Yettem Social Hyes 
meeting via Zoom 

 at 6 PM  

 
 

    

 

 
27 28 29 30 31   

 
 
 
 

   
Ways and Means 
meeting via Zoom  

at 7 PM 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
Office Hours  

Tuesday – Friday  

9:30 AM to 2:30 PM  

 

Sunday Schedule: 

Morning Service (Matins) 9:30 AM 

Divine Liturgy 10:15 AM 

 

Father Mashdots can be reached at: 

559-528-6892 – Office 

559-528-6897 – FAX 

818-293-9098 - Cell 
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Sponsored by the 

St. Mary Yettem 

Ways and Means Committee 
 

~Asdvadzadzin~  

BAKE SALE & 

FARMERS MARKET  

After Church Services 
 

 

Sunday, August 13, 2023 

 

·Homemade Baked Goods· 

·Fruits and Vegetables· 

 

**SUPPORT the Ways and Means** 
 

Bake Sale—Donations of any Armenian Baked Goods or  

Specialty Desserts will be accepted the day of the Bake Sale. 
 
 

Fruits & Vegetables—Do you have a garden, fruit tree(s) in 

your backyard or access to any fruits or vegetables? 

Your donation of fruits and/or vegetables would be greatly  

appreciated to sell at the Farmers Market! 
 

Text or Call Judy Skaff—(559) 799-1198 
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Saturday, September 23, 2023       
Tulare Golf Couse     5300 S. Laspina St.     Tulare, CA  93274 

Shotgun start 8:00 AM - registration begins at 6:30 AM 

 

$150/player 
includes:  18 holes of golf, cart, breakfast burrito, and famous Dean Ametian BBQ lunch 

 
Four-person scramble format.  Winning team cash prizes for 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th place finishes 

 
Hole-in-one and win a car! Courtesy of Ed Dena Automotive 

 
Player Registration 

 
Player 1      Player 2 
Name____________________________________________ Name_________________________________________   
Address_________________________________________ Address_______________________________________  
City/State/Zip__________________________________ City/State/Zip________________________________ 
Phone___________________________________________ Phone_________________________________________ 
Email___________________________ Handicap_____ Email________________________ Handicap_______ 
Shirt ___Men ___Women ___S ___M ___L ___XL___XXL  Shirt ___Men ___Women ___S ___M ___L ___XL___XXL 
 
Player 3      Player 4 
Name____________________________________________ Name_________________________________________   
Address_________________________________________ Address_______________________________________ 
City/State/Zip__________________________________ City/State/Zip________________________________ 
Phone___________________________________________ Phone__________________________________________ 
Email___________________________ Handicap_____ Email___________________________ Handicap_____ 
Shirt ___Men ___Women ___S ___M ___L ___XL___XXL Shirt ___Men ___Women ___S ___M ___L ___XL___XXL 
 

For information call: Alan Farsakian 559-284-0871 or Amy Shuklian 559-280-3054 

 

All are invited to join us for lunch.  Lunch only tickets available $35 

 
   #_____ Golfers @ $150 per player 
 
   #_____ Additional lunches @ $35 per person 
 
   _____check enclosed 
    Mail to: 
    St. Mary Armenian Church – Golf Tournament 
    P.O. Box 367 
    Yettem, CA  93670 
 
   _____Zelle Payment 
    YettemWMC@gmail.com 
 

Player registration must be received by September 8, 2023 
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(Continued from the front page) 

On the Feast of the Assumption of St. Mary, the Ceremony of the Blessing of the Grapes is conducted, and 

the harvest for the entire year is blessed on that day. 

The Armenian Church has a deep and abiding respect towards St. Mary.  Special emphasis is placed on her 

being a mother, her honesty, her unique spirit of humility, her virtuous behavior and her unselfish dedication. 

For Armenian women, the Holy Virgin is the embodiment of virtue, pious motherhood, and the protector of 

family sacredness. 

The Blessing of Grapes | Khaghogh Orhnek 

On the Feast of the Assumption, the blessing of grapes takes place immediately after the Divine Liturgy. The 

ceremony is rich in symbolism and emphasizes the important role the Virgin Mary assumed in the revelation 

of God. 

The custom of blessing grapes, the first fruits of the harvest, can be traced back to Old Testament times, when 

farming was a common vocation. Of the vast variety of produce, grapes had a special place of honor and 

were considered the “first fruits” because they were the first produce of harvest. 

Among the Israelites, as among many neighboring cultures, grapes were regarded as belonging in a special 

way to God since they were the first fruits. It was He who gave the gift of the whole harvest and to offer Him 

the first fruits was to acknowledge complete dependence on Him. Special services of thanksgiving were 

conducted by priests in the temple, a tradition that prevailed to the time of Christ. 

With the birth of Jesus, these dedications took on a new meaning.  Jesus Christ was the first born or the first 

fruit of Mary and, as such, was offered to God in the temple. (Luke 2:25-30) 

Armenian Church doctrine teaches that Mary has a primary place of honor because it was of her and by the 

Holy Spirit that God became incarnate (took human flesh). She is seen as the image of humanity fully 

obedient to God and ultimately sanctified by doing God’s will. Therefore, on the feast remembering her 

dormition (falling asleep in Christ) and Assumption (ascending to heaven), we celebrate the blessing of 

grapes. 

Christ gave His blood to us for eternal life, and in remembrance we bless the grapes, the fruits of the earth. 

It is traditional to use seedless grapes to emphasize that this fruit came into being without seed, just as Christ 

became man without any human agent.                                                              Eastern Diocese  
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