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Out with the old (2015) and in with the New Year 2016. I would like to start off the New
Year with a Friendly Safety Reminder. When shooting "Semi-Automatic" Shotguns at the
club, be mindful that if you're shooting LEFT handed, the

empty shells should be EJECTING to the LEFT !!
Not like RIGHT handed guns that throw shells to the right. This is a precautionary measure. If
the gun malfunctions, your face is on the safe side, preventing potential serious injury. If you
shoot Leftie, and cannot find a left handed semi-auto, the SAFER Gun to shoot is a “Break
Action”, either single ot double! Something to consider when choosing a gun to buy or shoot.
We are prepared for the next power outage with a New Generator !!

!

Thank you everyone for driving slowly on the club premises.
- Charlie Marino President
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With the rainy season here, we’ll be moving traps around as necessary. After
January 1 the operational traps will be 3, 5, 6 and 7. 5-stand/sporting clays will
be limited to the high targets. We’ve got to protect our machines from high
water during potential flooding times.
Also thanks to Scott DeMartini and Charlie for
installing the New Lights at Trap 2 for the Night
Shoots. I'm real happy to see all the new shooters
coming out and enjoying the club. Exactly what Jim
Millerick and the other founders wanted to see
happen when they started the club so many years
ago. - Jon Ray Chairman of the Board
My favorite way to start of the
New Year is with a big >>>>>

BANG!! Join us for the
Night Shoot starting at 5 pm
Friday Night January 1, 2016 and enjoy the Club's
Christmas gift from Santa, 2 New Spot Lights! Get your
FUN ON by wearing a unique hat (yes, to shoot in) and
bring a dinner dish to share at the evening pot luck. Let's
see who can hit the most smoking targets and win a prize!
(Night Shoots are the First Friday of each month, until "Daylight savings" ends).
WOW!!! >>> 2016 is already showing tremendous growth at Traps 6 & 7, with our
dedicated instructors welcoming & instructing new and first time shooters of all ages.
HATS OFF for our Tireless, Selfless, Dedicated, Safety Conscious VOLUNTEER
Shotgun Instructors who make our public program possible:
CHESTER PARKER, FRANK GROTH, BRENDA SCHMALE, ANN CAVANAUGH,
LISA VERNON, SPARKY PATTERSON, DOUG MCCALLA, LEE REISINGER, OLE
BORGESON, and others I may have missed (forgive me) who fill in when needed.
- Lisa Vernon Editor
!

President Charlie Marino (707) 953-2937 from 9am to 7pm
Office Manager Ted Bell (707) 938-9874 Wed and Sun 9am to 2pm
Women on Target and Trap 7 Instruction Brenda Schmale (707) 293-8649
Junior Shooters Head Coach John Paxson 707-580-7485 jlpaxson@gmail.com
Caretaker Tom Koehn (707) 933-0306
Hunter Education Sam Grow (707) 648-0410
Senior Rangemaster Dave Lenci (707) 255-1992
Volunteer Workers Mike Dirksen 707mike@gmail.com
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Congratulations to all the brave souls who defied the early morning downpour to
participate in the Christmas salami shoot. Despite the inclement weather, a good time was
had by all.
It’s that time again when we remove some of the trap
machines from the ground to protect them from potential flooding
and to perform routine maintenance. Be sure to check your email
regularly for updates as to which trap fields are out of service, the
availability of shooting during severe weather and possible appeals
for assistance in the event flood waters rise.
Change is afoot at the rifle and pistol range.
Beginning February 1, cash will no longer be
accepted. Tokens will be sold in the office on public
days, and when you go to the rifle or pistol range, after
signing in, simply place a token in an envelope with your name and
member number and drop it in the “Iron Ranger”. Range fees
remain the same,($5 for members and $10 for guests) and days
and hours of operation are likewise the same. Plan ahead, keep a
few tokens in your shooting bag and you should have no problems.
Let the bitching begin...
Thanks to our member’s generosity, the Wine Country
Marines Toys for Tots program collected four overflowing barrels
of toys from the clubhouse. Because of your kindness, a lot of
needy children had a gift to open on Christmas morning. We owe a debt of gratitude to
member Chris Baldwin and family for again ensuring we could participate in this worthwhile
cause.
Coming up this month we have the Sonoma-Marin 4H here on Saturday, the 9th. The
following Saturday, Live Oak 4H enjoys the shooting sports.
Boy Scout Troop 7 will hold their annual campover, Saturday night, January 30.
Hopefully, they won’t need waterwings. Seems like every year on the date they are here, it
rains. (A tip to volunteer workers on Sunday, January 31: Arrive early. The scouts’ breakfast
burritos are awesome!)
Finally, it wouldn’t be the New Year without an excess of resolutions that don’t last more
than a week or two. Well, here’s one you can keep and feel good while doing it. Introduce a
new shooter to Trap. Man, woman or child. They’re sure to have a good time with Charlie
and crew down on Traps 6 & 7 and you know they’ll thank you for it. Additionally, it’s good for
the club and the sport we so love.
May God bless you with a happy, healthy and prosperous New Year! - Ted Bell
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Let's Talk Safety !
In each of my instructional articles, I close with a couple of quick reminders about safety.
These are more than just buzzwords to me, they are a big part of why I became an instructor;
to teach people how to enjoy our sport and everything good it has to offer; with responsiblity,
respect and safety. !
Let's face it, whenever we are around machines or equipment that, if misused, can hurt
us or others we must give safety a lot more than just lip service. Those of us old enough to
remember wood shop in high school remember the torn up, blood stained shirt that hung over
the band saw reminding us of that one careless moment some student had, cautioning us not
to be that student. It was drilled into us in the police academy as well that when the gun goes
off there is no do over, and no way to call the bullet back. In sport shooting it's no different.
One moment of carelessness can change a life in an instant. In this photo the action of the
gun is closed and the finger is on the trigger while the shooter was changing stations on a
sporting clays course….. my advice, don't be this guy.!
We must always observe the three Golden Rules of safety!
1.
Always keep the gun pointed in a safe direction.
Here at VOMTC our board has determined that muzzle
toward the ground, with the action opened, is the safe
direction when not on the firing line.!
2.
Always keep your finger off the trigger until you
are ready to shoot. At VOMTC that means you put your
finger on the trigger when you are on the firing line, it's
your turn to shoot and your gun is pointed downrange
toward the target.!
3.
Always keep the gun unloaded until ready to use. Like #2 above, this means
you are on the firing line, the squad has been given the go ahead by the puller or squad
leader to proceed, and it's your turn to shoot.!
The rules of firearm safety must never be overlooked or slighted. Each of us, as
responsible shooters, has a duty to ourselves and to our fellow shooters to always be vigilant.
When you see something that looks unsafe, please bring it to the attention of the shooter in a
friendly way. Nine times out of ten that will solve whatever it is on the spot. If it continues, then
you can always look to a range safety officer or a club officer for assistance. We have an
amazingly great safety record here at VOMTC, a record that’s worth being proud of. It’s up to
all of us to help keep it that way. !
Remember, that there are NRA Certified Instructors at trap six and seven on every
public day who can help you improve your skills and help you discover your personal solution.
There’s more to this issue. See my full article at www.vomtc.org.!
!"Frank"Groth""NRA$Instructor
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Hello All, I hope your new year is prosperous and filled with broken targets.
I am happy to report that on the 19th of December the 2016 VOMTC junior shooting
team held its first meeting. So far we have 11 new shooters signed up and 4 returning.
There was enough enthusiasm that several of the new team members showed up the next
day in the rain to have an impromptu team practice. Everyone shot a couple of rounds of
singles and a few pair of doubles. For some it was their first experience at the doubles trap.
We will have a team picture for the next newsletter as well as some bio's of our new team
members.
Please don't forget to see Ted in the clubhouse to
get your Proud Supporter sticker. The proceeds from
the sale of those stickers will go directly to supporting
our juniors. I have some new shooters that are in the
market for entry level trap guns. There are some great
resources around the club and I have been in contact
with those individuals. If you have a Citori or something
along those lines that you are willing to part with let me
know.
At the end November, after we published the December newsletter, Coon Creek Hosted
their annual Toys For Tots Shoot. Once again VOMTC was well represented on the winners
podium with Mark Zeller, John Scolatti, Myron Sawicki and Alexa Paxson bringing home
buckles. Thank you for your support.
- John Paxson - Junior Team Coach

!

!
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Head Coach John Paxson oversees New Youth Trap Team Candidates
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Tom is excited to have his new Valentine Day present a little early, a NEW Lawn
Mower.
Please Be Aware, there will only be 2 to 3 traps in
operation from NOW until March 30 or later, weather
dictating. If you have questions, please call before coming
to the club to shoot.
SLOW DOWN!! When driving down "Burndale Rd."
The road is in bad shape with lots of big pot holes. I am
unable to maintain the road with the constant rain, so
DRIVE SLOWLY to SAVE your car & preserve the road
until I'm able to work in between rain storms.
A HUGE Thanks to Roger Bare. This guy has spent
loads of extra personal time cleaning out the 5 Stand, the gutters, and much more. We
appreciate his dedication & hard work, that goes way beyond his required volunteer
work days.
NEW TOKENS ADDED to use at the Rifle Range. Range shooters buy your
tokens at the office on Wednesday or Sunday. This will simplify accounting and avoid
leaving cash out at the range.

Charlie Marino President
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With the Rain, comes "Puddles" & "Pot Holes" and they can be deep! A BIG
Thanks to Charlie for maintaining the road and club driveway this winter. After the
storms, be mindful and drive slowly down Burndale Rd and around the club. Despite
having to move a few traps out, to be ahead of possible flooding, the club has remained
busy without having to omit any shooting days. I look forward to the Junior Team's first
competition & seeing the club staying busy through the winter months. Stay Safe
- Jon Ray

!
I "LOVE" the month of February, and there's nothing I "Love" more than seeing a
new shooter, of any age, break their first target. As an instructor, it's just as validating,
as it is for the "shooter" to reach that pinnacle.
We've had a tremendous amount of new shooters, that have been keeping our
instructors busy down on traps 6 & 7.
>> ONLY 2 NIGHT SHOOTS LEFT!! Don't miss out on the fun at February Night
Shoot February 5th from 5 to 9. Wear a fun hat to shoot in & bring a dish to share for
the potluck. It's exciting to see the Junior Shooting Team hard at work with their
coaches getting ready for their first competitive shoot this month. Please show your
support for the kids with the purchase of refreshments in the clubhouse; ammo & once
shot "Shells" for reloading from Ted in the office; Window Sticker from Ted in the office;
Farm Fresh Eggs from Lorna on Wednesdays & Sundays. A portion of the proceeds
from these items goes to support the Junior Team. I encourage you to watch them
compete or practice (at the club) when you can. Have Fun & Enjoy. - Lisa Vern
- Lisa Vernon Editor
!

President Charlie Marino (707) 953-2937 from 9am to 7pm
Office Manager Ted Bell (707) 938-9874 Wed and Sun 9am to 2pm
Women on Target and Trap 7 Instruction Brenda Schmale (707) 293-8649
Junior Shooters Head Coach John Paxson 707-580-7485 jlpaxson@gmail.com
Caretaker Tom Koehn (707) 933-0306
Hunter Education Sam Grow (707) 648-0410
Senior Rangemaster Dave Lenci (707) 255-1992
Volunteer Workers Mike Dirksen 707mike@gmail.com
Email addresses for Club Staff Members are on the “FIND US” page
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February. One month of winter to go. Thus far the “Godzilla” El Niño rains ballyhooed by
the narcissistic media meteorologists have more closely resembled Pete’s Dragon. That’s good!
We’re getting the rain we need, but in measured amounts with dry days in between. We haven’t
gone underwater yet and hopefully won’t. Don’t forget to keep an eye on your email for any
shooting restrictions due to weather.
With better weather on the horizon, let’s take a look at what lies ahead in 2016 here at the
club. Our always popular Friday Night Shoots and pot luck dinners continue Friday (Duh!)
February 5. March 4, is the season finale. Don’t miss out on the fun.
Our Junior Shooting Team with John Paxson at the helm (pun intended) kicks off their
North Bay League season in Martinez on the 7th... The annual St. Paddy’s Day Corned Beef
Shoot is Sunday, March 13. That is also the date Daylight Saving Time begins. Remember to set
your clocks AHEAD the night before so you won’t be late for the shoot.
The Department of Fish and Wildlife’s Hunter Education Course, taught by Sam Grow,
returns to our clubhouse April 18, 20 & 22. Call Sam at (707) 648-0410 for more information or
to enroll... There will be a PITA multiplex shoot here on Saturday, April 30. These events
consist of 50 singles, 50 handicap and 25 pair of doubles. Come on out and give it a try.
Our Club Shoots begin their six month run on Saturday, May 7. John Sculatti reports
lunches will be provided by Lucy’s Catering. The Club Shoots continue the first Saturday of the
month through October. Friendly competition at its finest!
The North Bay League comes to town Sunday, June 5. Even if you don’t shoot the event,
come on out and enjoy the high level of competition. What a great chance to show your support
for our Junior Shooters and watch them compete.
Attention Ladies! We will again host the Women on Target program under the direction
of Brenda Schmale. Four classes are scheduled. The first, a handgun clinic, will be on
Saturday, June 18. A second handgun course will be August 13. The always fun shotgun clinics
will be on Saturday, July 9, and again on Saturday, September 10. They may seem like a long
way off, but once announced, they fill up fast and draw attendees from all over Northern
California. Call Brenda at (707) 293-8649 to reserve a spot.
Have you introduced a new shooter to trap yet? Why not?
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Stocks, Part III - For my last foray into the care and feeding of shotgun stocks, I’ll discuss
stock grips and adjustable combs. But before setting out, I would like to (once again) recommend a
book - “The Stock Fitter’s Bible”, by Rollin Oswald. This is not a tape measure treatise on LOP and
cast-off. It is full of practical advice on how to improve your game, a well-fitted stock being only one of
the solutions covered in the book. You can get it here: !
http://www.amazon.com/Stock-Fitters-Bible-Second-Edition/dp/1451570384!
If I were to teach a course on trapshooting, this book would be required reading.!
Grips - One stock maker of national repute thinks
that the grip is the most important part of the stock. He
may be right. A lot of shotguns (particularly older guns
and guns intended for hunting) come with a straight grip,
which looks like this: !
Straight grip stocks are easy to make and they look
“classic”, but they require you to cock your wrist in a
unnatural (and thus uncomfortable) way. Additionally,
there is no one place where your hand naturally fits, creating the possibility that each time you mount
the gun, your hand is in a different place, which is not a great way to achieve the consistency that
trap shooting requires. Worse yet, if you get your hand too close to the trigger guard on a straight
stock, the recoil can drive the trigger guard back into the first finger wrapped around the stock, which
can be annoying, if not painful. (Don’t ask me how I know
this.)!
Some guns come with a modified pistol grip, which
looks like this: This style of grip gets your wrist in a better
configuration than a straight grip. Although this grip will
allow your hand to go to different positions when you
mount the gun, the problem is much reduced, and the
likelihood that the trigger guard will impact your finger is
also much lower. !
Note that the gun pictured above has a field stock on it, not a trap stock. It easy to tell the
difference – the comb on a field gun slopes down toward the butt, whereas the comb on a trap gun is
horizontal. One of the problems with using a field gun to shoot trap is that the downward slope in the
comb changes the POI in the vertical dimension each time you change the distance from your head
to the receiver. It’s one of the reasons why a multi-purpose gun is not great for shooting trap.
(Another reason not to use a field gun to shoot trap is that the rib on a field gun is aligned so that the
POI is exactly where the gun is pointed, whereas a trap gun rib points the gun a little higher, to help
the shooter compensate for the fact that his targets are almost always rising.) !
Many pistol grips come with a “palm swell” - a little mound on the side of the grip that fits
into the hollow of your palm. Although it does make the gun slightly more comfortable, its main
function is to aid in the consistent positioning of your hand. If you’re lucky (or if the stock is custom
made) the palm swell will be in just the right place for you to properly grip the gun. If not, it at least
gives you a frame of reference for placing your hand.
PLEASE GO TO OUR WEBSITE VOMTC.ORG FOR THE REST OF TED’S ARTICLE!
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We are grateful to Jon Ray’s VOMTC Board of Directors and President Charlie Marino
for the incredible support during our early practice this year. Combined with many generous
donations from Club Members, we are able to provide targets and ammo for these eager and
talented young trap shooters. The enthusiasm is contagious as all of them practice hard to
score well at the registered target events coming up. Your continued support will go far to
keep the trap shooting sports alive and well, and to encourage these fine young shooters.
John Paxson - Junior Team Coach

!
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El Nino, BRING IT ON !
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Valley of the Moon Trap Club is all about young shooters like Clayton (below) who is
learning all about our sport from primers to targets. Our instructors, coaches, Board members
and many regular members as well, give generously, and often, to the youngsters in our club.
Join them to help keep the sport of Trap Shooting, and our club, alive and well into the future.
Thanks for your patience
with our having only 4 traps
operating this winter. I know
it’s a pain when some of the
traps are out, but Jim Reece is
doing complete overhauls!
Our intention is to have all
traps operating by April 1st,
"Weather permitting".
If you do have any
issues with any of the trap
machines please DO NOT
TRY TO FIX THE TRAPS
YOURSELF. Tell me, or Ted
in the office, and we’ll have
Jim Reese fix it. And please
remember when loading the
trap house the targets are
fragile. A stack of cracked
targets will make pieces that
mess up the rounds and the
trap machine!
Pistol & Rifle Range:
When you sign in check in first
with the range officer, staple
your shooting token inside the
envelope, and write your name
on the outside of the envelope.
As of March 1 there will
be NO MONEY ACCEPTED at the Pistol & Rifle Range, COIN TOKENS ONLY!
 Charlie Marino
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I'm glad to see the Junior Shooting Team getting together on Saturdays at the club for
their practices. It's also exciting to see that we are able to get a regular supply of gunpowder
again. Check in with Jim Reece to help you with what you need for reloading.
Our annual Corn Beef Shoot is right around the corner, March 13th. I'm looking forward
to a delicious lunch. Much appreciation to Gary & Lorna Flandi for all their hard work behind
the scenes, getting the shopping and cooking done in advance.Thank You Tom for taking
good care of the new mower. Washing and keeping it shined up after every mowing. Joel
Bickford captured this incoming storm front from the High Traps at 5Stand.  Jon Ray

WOWZA! The winter months have not
slowed down the amount of interested new
shooters coming out to the club. All of the
instructors on Traps 6 & 7 have been extremely
busy with loads of new shooters, from ages 10
to 80 years of age.
Thank You for everyone's patience while
our instructors spend extra time with these
individuals insuring safety for everyone and
knowledge for our new shooting friends.
LAST NIGHT SHOOT is March 4th!!
Come on out & shoot under the lights for the last time until October. Bring a dish to share for
the evening's "PotLuck". You can eat before or after you shoot. Shoot is from 5pm to 9 pm.
 Lisa Vernon Editor
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Beware the ires (it’s not a misprint) of March…
If you want to know what’s going on at the club, go to the calendar. This month’s column is
dedicated to airing a compendium of complaining, moaning, nitpicking, faultfinding, dissatisfaction,
carping and general bitching. I hear it. Charlie really hears it. Perhaps if brought to the attention of the
two or three people that actually read this fly swatter, the nuisances can be eliminated or at least
reduced. Knock off the speeding on the club grounds! Slow down! It’s posted 5 MPH for a
reason. Still wanna be a rebel? Do 10 MPH. Double the limit should quench your thirst for the need to
speed and I’ll bet the excessive speeding complaints will go away.
Counting calories? Every Wednesday & Sunday you’ll usually find a box of assorted donuts
on the coffee counter. Take one and enjoy it with your morning cup of mud. Please Knock off the
practice of picking up a donut, ripping it in half and putting half back in the box! Nobody wants
half a belly bomb that’s been handled by who knows who? It ends up getting thrown away. Either
man up and eat the whole thing or go ahead and eat only half, but instead of putting the other half
back in the box, surreptitiously toss it in the trash yourself.
Attention baristas! When you make a mocha and only use a portion of the hot cocoa mix,
instead of putting the opened envelope back in the rack, Fold up the half used envelope and put it
in your pocket! Use it for your next concoction rather than opening and using only part of another.
Nobody wants an already opened and half used pack of cocoa! At the end of every public day we
toss three or four partially consumed envelopes in the waste bin. The club doesn’t get this stuff for
free…
Any straight shooters at the rifle and pistol range? The grace period is over. You wanna
use the range? Buy the proper token! Don’t use trap tokens. Don’t use 5stand tokens. Your
money is no good. Neither are your IOU’s. If you can’t get to the club when the office is open, see
Charlie. He’s here just about every day. He will sell you the proper token. Get with the program
before the Board of Directors gets pissed off.
Do it yourselfers and tinkerers take note: You’re shooting. The wind changes direction and
intensifies a bit, what do you do? Go adjust the trap machine, of course! Walk out to the trap house
and turn a few set screws, twist a few knobs to fine tune and tweak the machine to your liking, right?
WRONG! Keep your hands off the frickin’ machines. You are authorized only to turn them on,
reload them and turn them off. Don’t screw around with the trap machines!
Is youth really wasted on the young? It’s odd how on some Wednesday’s We find junior
tokens in the boxes when no kids have been shooting! The boxes are emptied in the morning
and at the end of the day. How did the white tokens get there? An occasional mistake can be
overlooked, but when it happens fairly regularly it gives one pause. You may be young at heart, but
that counts for nothing when it comes to the price of shooting.
And that ain’t all… But I’ll bet you’re getting tired of all this crap. Me too! I’m tired of hearing it
all the time. It’s all simple stuff... Stuff that can be easily remedied.

Let’s solve these little problems instead of bitching about ‘em.
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Choosing the Right Ammunition
Throughout this series of articles we've discussed at length how to successfully shoot a
sporting shotgun to break targets or take game birds. In this article we're look at what to
shoot.
When you walk into a gun shop, sporting goods retailer or a 'big box' store that sells
ammunition you may feel somewhat overwhelmed by the number of choices that are
available, such as we see here. At your friendly local gun shop the staff can often give good
advice, but in big box stores where prices are often lower, the sales staff often doesn't know
very much about what they are selling and advice can be spotty at best. When buying
ammunition on line, which is typically the best bargain,
the buyer is largely on their own to make the right call.
The good news is that the manufacturers give us
correct information on every box, if we know how to
read it. More on that shortly.
Shotshells vary in size, called gauge or bore,
weight of powder charge and weight of payload of shot. At their core all
shotgun shells have the same basic components; case or hull, primer,
powder, wad and payload. This cutaway of a Winchester AA shell, the gold
standard for many decades of target shooters, is a good example. First and
foremost we need to understand the intended use for the ammunition.
Shotguns, as we've learned, are very versatile arms capable of wide range of
applications from breaking targets to hunting game birds of all sizes through
to larger four legged game animals and personal protection. They key to
remember here is that how the shell is loaded dictates the application.
The first thing to take into account is the length of the shell… if your gun has a 2 3/4 inch
chamber you won't be able to shoot 3 inch or longer shells in it. Conversely, a gun with a
longer chamber can safely shoot shorter shells and for clay shooting the 2 3/4 inch shell
length is all you need.
Next up is what type of payload is in the shell. In the illustration below we can see the
three basic loadings; bird shot, buck shot and slug. For clay targets, or taking small game
birds like doves and quail, a shot size of 7 1/2 or 8 is optimal and what we recommend at
VOMTC. Larger shot sizes have other uses; 6 is often used for rabbits and squirrels, 4, 5 or 6
for turkey and pheasant, 2 and 4 for ducks. Buck shot and slugs are for hunting game
animals or personal protection only and have no use on clays.
READ ALL OF FRANK’S ARTICLE ON OUR CLUB WEBSITE AT VOMTC.ORG
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Thanks to the support of the club the junior team is off to a great start again this year.
Coaches Ole Borgesen and Darrel (1L) Welch have been giving up just about every
Saturday to work with our young shooters. Some of these kids had no experience what so
ever when they came to the team and they are showing great improvement week to week.
February 6th was
the first journey to a
new club for the North
Bay League shoot at
Martinez for several of
our new shooters.
There were definitely
some first competition
jitters but all pushed
through with great spirit
on some challenging
targets. The scores need
improvement but I could not be
more proud of the way these
young shooters handled them
selves for the first time out.
Alexa Paxson won the mid
yardage buckle and got a punch
back to the 25 yard line. Coach
Darrel Welch also did a nice job
winning his class in Singles.
The Junior team will be
hosting a Thursday Night
League this summer. It will be a
series type of league with weekly
as well as year end awards. We
will probably start in the middle
of June when everyone is out of
school and go till the end of July or the first part of August. Details to follow.
Thanks for your amazing support and for trusting us with your Junior Team.
 John Paxson
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CONTACTS: President Charlie Marino (707) 9532937 9am to 7pm
Office Manager Ted Bell (707) 9389874 Wed and Sun 9am to 2pm
Women on Target and Trap 7 Instruction Brenda Schmale (707) 2938649
Trap Team Coach John Paxson 7075807485 jlpaxson@gmail.com  Caretaker Tom Koehn 9330306
Hunter Education Sam Grow (707) 6480410  Sr Rangemaster Dave Lenci (707) 2551992
Email addresses for other Club Staff Members are on the “FIND US” page of our website at VOMTC.ORG

PO BOX 534 VINEBURG, CA 954870534

NRA CERTIFIED SHOTGUN INSTRUCTORS with Students

APRIL 2016  Page 1

The weather is looking good. Our goal is to finish tuning up the rest of the trap machines
and have them all in and operational by the end of April.
A FRIENDLY REMINDER: DO NOT ADJUST THE TRAP MACHINES!
Our Board of Directors is HOT about this issue
and wants to see offenders at a meeting.
The New Emergency and Trauma Bag is
In the office. It has already seen service when
a member fell and sustained some rough
injuries. Al Colescott and others went for the
Trauma Bag and patched the injured party up
with all the RIGHT equipment. There is now a
SECOND Trauma Bag Trap 5. Take a look at
both of them. YOU might need them one day!

Jim Millerick’s wife Rose celebrated another birthday
recently. Our club is indebted to Rose for her support
and generosity over the years.
Our caretaker, Tom, is feeling much better, and has
been doing a FANTASTIC job taking care of the
grounds around the club. If you see Tom around the
club, please express your gratitude for his hard work,
that benefits all of us.
A BIG THANKS ALSO to Steve Mack, for picking up
our recent load of lead for the club.
A new 18 x 31 foot shed will be installed soon
between the garage & the clubhouse, to shelter the
tractor and forklift.
>>>> PISTOL & RIFLE RANGE <<<
PLEASE dispose of your used cardboard for target practice in the Blue Cardboard bin.
 Charlie Marino
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I've been noticing the "Junior Shooters" and their coaches practicing here every
Saturday. They've all been working hard, and it's starting to show. They're doing really well.
Please encourage the kids when you see them. Some will be representing the club in
Washington, at the big West Coast Grand competition later this year.
We are accepting donations on behalf of the Juniors that are competing and trying to
make it to Washington. If you've got a few extra dollars, please make a donation toTed in the
office and let him know you want the money to go to the kid’s "Washington Trip". Jon Ray

Club Member Brian Hunter Honored by California
Waterfowl Association
The California Waterfowl Association recently presented its Hall
of Fame award to Brian Hunter of Napa. He joins other honored
recipients, selected and recognized by
the California Fish and Game
Commission, for their enhancement of
water fowl in the state.
Mr. Hunter, who received a
Congressional Certificate of Special
Recognition, retired in 2001 as the
manager of California Fish and Game's
region headquartered in Yountville,
covering Mendocino County to San Luis Obispo County.

MENU: April 3 Flandi Family Hamburgers and Tater Salad
April 10 Asada  April 17 Enchiladas  April 24 Fish Tacos
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Blowin’ Smoke…
Inspired by Jimmy Johnson’s vintage Pacific reloader that has been on sale in
the clubhouse for a hundred bucks, seemingly since 1993, but recently twice
reduced in price to a bargain $99.98, Our Sunday Chef de Cuisine, Lucy, has
got a deal for you. Buy a year’s worth of lunches before April 30, and she’ll give
you $45.00 off the regular retail value of $405.00. That’s the equivalent of 5
FREE lunches. Wow! But wait… There’s more! Act now and purchase the
deal before April 15, and she’ll throw in a bag of six pork tamales absolutely
free! Details of the offer are available in the office on public days. Some
restrictions apply.
Occasionally trapshooters complain that the sport hasn’t changed since
George Ligowski invented the clay pigeon, thereby replacing the old glass ball
target. Well, that’s not exactly true. “Hook Shot”, an upstart ammunition
company in Beebeetown, Iowa, is marketing the “Hook Shot” shotshell in both 12 and 20 gauge. This revolutionary
ammo is certain to help any trap shooter who consistently misses birds due to shooting over, under, left or right of the
target. Using ground breaking technology, Hook Shot employs an innovative wad that when separating from the shot
imparts a spin causing the shot string to fly in a sweeping arc not unlike a curveball in baseball. Depending how the
shell is placed in the chamber determines which way the shot string will sweep. The brass base is inscribed with a
compass rose around the primer. The North & South points are marked “A” and “B” signifying “above” and “below”.
The East & West points are marked “L” and “R” for left & right. Four hash marks lie between the major points. If a
shooter knows he/she is regularly shooting below the target, they simply orient the Hook Shot shell in their chamber
with the “B” in the 12 o’clock position. When fired, the shot string will rise. If you are shooting behind a bird on a hard left
target, position the “L” at 12 o’clock, and your shot will curve to the left and voila! Dead bird! The incremental markings
allow for the shooter to compound the angle of the curve so the shot can fly up and to the left or right, or down and to
the left or right depending on the shells orientation at the time of firing. Want to give ‘em a try? We have a limited
number of boxes of both 12 & 20 gauge shells in the office. Only $10.00 per box of 25.
How would you like a “Break ‘em all” guarantee? You heard me right! GuaRANteed! Now you can amaze your
shooting pals by running as many straight dead birds as you want. Astonish them with quick shots right out of the trap
house, or be suspenseful and wait til they’re merely a foot or two off the ground. All it takes is a little stealth on your part
when loading the targets and you’ll be the talk of the club! A company in Deception Montana is making clay targets that
are guaranteed to break every time. Appropriately named “White Liar” the firm sells clay pigeons that break when they
sense a coded 17 kHz tone. The tone is transmitted at the speed of sound by a special shotshell that looks and shoots
like an ordinary round of ammunition. When the gun goes bang, the target is smoke! For amusement only Not for use
in competition or registered shoots. Available in the office. Try ‘em out. They’re a bundle of fun! Box of 25 “ White
Liar” targets and 25 “Hum Baby” shotshells only $19.99.
New in the office: Our product of the month for April is Foxy’s magnetic gun rests for left handers. We have lots of
left handed shooters here at the club, and now they can enjoy the same relaxing way to rest their left handed gun
between shots as right handers. Check ‘em out in the office. Many colors to choose from, only $12.00.
See youse next month. Hope ya didn’t get taken in by any April Fool pranks…
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As the days warm up and the weather becomes
more pleasant it is not hard to tell that spring is here.
March was a real test of our junior teams’ fortitude.
Practice was often soggy and cold but that did not dampen
their spirit. On an average practice day we are shooting at
least 100 targets per team member and the results are
really starting to show. Darrel Welch and Ole Borgesen
have been a great asset to the team, without their help we would be limited to two practices a
month. So big props to them for donating Saturday mornings, recently in the rain.
March found the junior team in Lincoln, CA at Coon Creek
Trap and Skeet Club for the second North Bay League shoot of
the year. The conditions could only be described as deplorable.
The standing water on the trap line was ankle deep. Let me be
clear, that means our shooters feet were completely submerged
and wind was blowing from the south or directly behind the
traps. The combination was deadly on the scores, but the
juniors hung in there and competed honorably.
It should be mentioned that the parents as a group did a great job keeping everyone
as dry as possible. Special thanks to the Jason family for setting up
a fairly dry camp and shelter (before it flooded and the wind blew it
down) and for the snacks and Nachos. North Bay League has decided
not to use the scores from this shoot. They are calling it a “bonus
shoot” whatever that means.
Alexa Paxson Competed in a PITA registered shoot on the 21st
of March at Coon Creek and shot a respectable 98 in the singles. The
rest of the day was not as
respectable.
The team will be back at it
this Saturday working hard to prepare for the up
coming NBL and Club Shoots.
Congratulations are in order for Adam and Kearstin
Jason on a successful Turkey hunt!!
Thanks for your continued generous support of our
Junior Trap Team.
 John Paxson
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CONTACTS: President Charlie Marino (707) 9532937 9am to 7pm
Office Manager Ted Bell (707) 9389874 Wed and Sun 9am to 2pm
Women on Target and Trap 7 Instruction Brenda Schmale (707) 2938649
Trap Team Coach John Paxson 7075807485 jlpaxson@gmail.com  Caretaker Tom Koehn 9330306
Hunter Education Sam Grow (707) 6480410  Sr Rangemaster Dave Lenci (707) 2551992
Email addresses for other Club Staff Members are on the “FIND US” page of our website at VOMTC.ORG

PO BOX 534 VINEBURG, CA 954870534

Easter Bunny Workers

MAY 2016 - Page 1

!

Proceeds from Raffle Tickets for this Henry .22
support our Junior Trap Team and the

Winchester/NRA Marksmanship
Qualification Program.
Valley of the Moon Trap Club is proud to offer this
opportunity to qualify for the Shotgun discipline on our Trap
course of fire. Qualification shooting is an informal, recreational
shooting activity that provides incentive awards for developing
and improving marksmanship skills. NRA sets the standards;
you meet the challenge! Progression is self-paced and scores
are challenging but attainable.
Performance is measured against established par scores
and any shooter who meets or exceeds those scores is entitled
to the corresponding recognition awards for that rating. It's an
honor system!
Shooters acquire the large discipline patch at the onset of
the program and as each rating is earned, they are entitled to all
of the corresponding awards for the rating. Each rating level has
a skill rocker, medal, and certificate award that recognizes and
highlights the achievement.
The trap course of fire in the qualification program is
designed to take shooters from beginning skill levels (ProMarksman, Marksman) through intermediate levels (Marksman
1st Class, Sharpshooter, Expert) up to a nationally recognized
skill level -- Distinguished Expert.
Encourage our young shooters to get started
in this worthwhile program leading to this certificate
of accomplishment.
Our team of accomplished and experienced
NRA Shotgun instructors are eager to help young
shooters achieve these recognitions for skill and
achievement. Come see me about it.
Charlie Marino
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Much appreciation and thanks to Jim Reece, Charlie DeMartini, John
Paxson and Dennis DelGrande for refurbishing and maintaining all the traps
for the year. For the 5-Stand traps it was Roger Bare, and for helping get all
the traps ready for the rest of the season. This kind of volunteerism is what
keeps our costs down. When our Charlie asks for extra
help, in addition to normal volunteer days, it’s because that
is how the club keeps the cost of shooting down.
Thanks to Dave FIsh and Jim Reece for our NEW
wash station by the garage, complete with soap and (soon
included) paper-towels for clean up outside the clubhouse.
Jon Ray

!

ATTENTION ALL SHOOTERS - Last Sunday was frustrating (at 3 pm!) to see that
Traps 2, 3 and 4 were all left for someone else to clean up and the workers all gone! On
Sundays, if you tell a worker they can leave, it becomes your sole duty to shut down the trap.
Do NOT entertain the idea that someone else may shoot later. This is why after July 1
ALL SUNDAY WORKERS will have to SIGN OUT with CHARLIE

or be fined for missing the work day!
On Wednesday, or any other day, it is the responsibility of the last shooters at a trap to
load it and completely shut it down. Including picking up spent shells, putting away the call
system and scoreboards, covering up the token machine, reloading and turning off the trap
machine.
Our condolences to family and
friends for the loss of our long
time member, Marty Pozzi. I
will miss the monthly phone
call from Marty, expressing
how much he enjoyed and
appreciated this newsletter,
especially the pictures.
Lisa Vernon
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You should have already received your 2016/17 membership renewal notice in the mail.
If you haven’t, let the office know right away so we can get one mailed to you as soon as
possible. DO NOT BRING COMPLETED APPLICATIONS AND DUES MONIES TO THE
CLUB! They must be mailed to our post office box to be processed and your new membership
card issued. No exceptions!
I’m sure you’ve noticed the price for not attending your “volunteer” work days has gone
up. It now costs you $300.00 to beg off your obligation. The work sign up book is now
available in the office on public days (Wednesdays & Sundays) between 8:00AM & 1:00PM.
Last day to sign up is Wednesday, June 29; there are only three slots per work day (Sundays).
Meat shoots, league shoots and other special events are the exception. Don’t wait ‘til the last
minute to sign up, or the slots you want may be already filled.
Our first club shoot of the year is Saturday, May 7. This is the perfect opportunity for
new shooters to wade into competitive shooting, and you needn’t be a club member to
participate in the 150 non-registered target events. Come on out for some friendly competition
and a terrific lunch (Lucy’s cooking).
The 2015 CSTA/PITA All Star Team has been announced and our club is well
represented. Andreas Borgesen is on the Juniors Team and we filled the Ladies Team with
an all VOM lineup of Alexa Paxson, Lisa Simpson and Olivia Taylor. Congratulations All
Star shooters! More good news… Our Junior Shooters are performing quite respectably on
the NBL circuit. If you haven’t had the opportunity to see them in competition, mark June 5, on
your calendar. That’s the weekend we host the North Bay League. Stop by and cheer the kids
on.
July 24 thru 30 the team travels to the Grand Pacific in Olympia, Washington. You can
help defray the considerable cost of the trip by making a donation to the Junior Shooting
Team Washington Trip Fund. Stop by the office to donate. Every penny of your contribution
goes toward their trip. Thank you in advance for your generosity in supporting this great group
of kids.
In response to several inquiries as to where one might find a North Bay League
schedule, Here are the remaining shoots: May 1, at Yolo Sportsmen’s; June 5, Right Here;
July 10, Livermore; August 7, Newark at Martinez and September 11, Livermore.
So now ya know! Do not forget Mother’s Day, May 8!
Ted Bell

!

May 1 - Chicken Tostada's. May 8 - Sopes. May15 - Mole
May 22 - Chile Verde. May 29 - Tortas
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After much hand wringing, member club reps met with the North Bay League, which
decided to award buckles to the winners of the SOGGY shoot at Coon Creek in March.
Garrett Caramucci, Sub-Junior Champion
Alexa Paxson, Junior Champion
Andreas Borgesen, A Class Doubles
Many of you know Garrett as the smiling
kid who showed up on trap 6 last
summer and listened closely to what he
was told. The work he has put in is
starting to pay off in silver. After winning
the Sub Junior buckle at Coon Creek
during the storm, he showed up to
Martinez ready to win. He ran 25 at the
practice trap, ran the first 25 in singles
then dropped one on the second trap for
a 49 and the D Class Champion buckle. Garrett has fantastic support
from his family. It is not uncommon to see six of his relatives at an NBL
shoot cheering him on.
Andreas Borgesen won the Junior
Champion buckle as well. Alexa and Andreas
Competed in a couple of ATA shoots in April.
Alexa Shot a 99 in the Stockton singles to win B
Class. Andreas was on fire, posting a 100 in
singles, 98 in Handicap and a 97 in Doubles. To
to top it all off he went 25 straight in a shoot off
against Gary Bonetti to win the Winter Chain Handicap Buckle as well as the Junior
Champion Buckle! Mighty impressive shooting.
In the near future we have a club shoot and an
NBL shoot each month. The progress these young
shooters are making is awesome to watch. My fellow
coaches Darrell Welch and Ole Borgesen are a
huge part of the success of this young team. They
show up every Saturday teaching this difficult sport
and the sportsmanship that goes with it. Also a big
thank you to Stephanie Jason who manages our
team communications keeping everyone informed, a
much bigger chore than we expected. Stephanie and
Dana Miller are collaborating on a computer spreadsheet to track shooter’s progress and find
any trends that might be developing.
Again, none of this would be happening without the generous support of VOMTC
membership and the Board of Directors.
John Paxson
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CONTACTS: President Charlie Marino (707) 953-2937 9am to 7pm Office Manager Ted Bell (707) 938-9874 Wed
and Sun 9am to 2pm Women on Target and Trap 7 Instruction Brenda Schmale (707) 293-8649 Trap Team Coach
John Paxson 707-580-7485 jlpaxson@gmail.com - Caretaker Tom Koehn 933-0306 Sr Rangemaster Dave Lenci
(707) 255-1992

!
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Sunday at the Club
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All 7 traps are up and running, ready to "Rock N Roll" for the North Bay shoot. Thank you to
Jim Reece, John Paxson, Dave Fish and C
 harlie DeMartini for their ongoing hard work
keeping our machinery operating smoothly.
We're excited to have our bar all refinished, and shining. Our gratitude to "Irish Paul" for his
persistence in the bumps in the road to accomplish the task. At the same time we are sad to
say that days after Paul finished the bar, he suffered a heart attack, and passed away. We are
grateful and will think of him with every glance at his beautiful work.
The "Native Sons of the Golden West" enjoyed a fun day of shooting at the club during their
"139th Grand Parlor Playday".  Fun was had by all, and their enjoyment was complimented by
a $350 donation given towards the Jr. Shooting Team.

Speaking of the Jr. Shooting Team, I can't expressed how impressed I am with the kids'
winning accomplishments, and the impact they're making at the competitions.  Charlie
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The Jody Ray "Fun Feed" was a huge success, raising money for the scholarship in his name
for Sonoma Valley High School. I would like to extend a BIG Thank You to Charlie, John
Kidder, Dave Fish, Lorna & Gary Flandi, Jeff & KimE Severson, Lisa Vernon, Monk
Hage, Ron Church, Rich Camozziand Janet Morovich for all their hard work setting up,
cooking & clean up.

Hot, Hot, Hot... not the weather, the "Shooters" at traps 6 and 7! Chester, Frank, Brenda and
myself, are astounded by the growing interest of all the new folks learning to shoot trap.
Many Thanks to Milt Mossi for joining our photography team with Lex Dirksen, Frank Groth
and Charlie. Milt's photos on the VOMTC.org website. Don’t miss ‘em!   Lisa V
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On Wednesday, May 18, the club hosted the Native Sons of the Golden West’s annual fun
shoot. Our guests enjoyed our hospitality and facilities so much that at the end of the
shoot they left a $350.00 donation for our junior shooters. Thank you Native Sons!
If you’re one of the many members and guests who regularly buy farm fresh eggs from
Lorna, you no longer have to wait until she makes her rounds on Wednesday or Sunday to
make your purchase. Thanks to Mike & Lexie Dirksen, there is now a refrigerator full of
Lorna’s farm fresh eggs in the clubhouse available anytime the clubhouse is open. Like the
snacks and the bar, sales are on the honor system. Leave your cash in the container in the
icebox and take your eggs. Easy, no?
Our second Club Shoot of the summer is Saturday, June 4, followed by the
North Bay League shoot on Sunday the 5th. Our members have been on fire at recent
shoots. Junior ace, Andreas Borgesen busted 198 out of 200 targets at the ATA shoot
in Livermore and Ann Cavanaugh travelled to Fallon, Nevada for the PITA Nevada
State Championship and brought home the Preliminary Short Yardage Handicap and Ladies Out
of State Handicap championships! Ann is one of our club’s NRA Certified Instructors. If you would
like some help or advice on your shooting, drop down to trap 6 or 7 and see Ann or any of our
Certified Instructors. Members L.A. Taylor and daughter Olivia also enjoyed winning outings in the
Silver State.
Brenda Schmale and crew present the Women on Target Handgun Clinic on Saturday,
June 18, from 9 to Noon. This is the perfect opportunity for gals to get introduced to
the safe handling and shooting of handguns. The clinic consists of classroom
instruction and hands on practice at the range. Contact Brenda at (707) 2938649 for more
information.
Wednesday, June 29, is the last day to sign up for your two work days for the next
membership year. Failure to sign up on time can result in suspension of membership. The sign up
book is available in the office on Wednesdays and Sundays from 8 AM to 1 PM.
NASCAR’s Toyota/Savemart 350 comes to Sonoma Raceway Sunday, June 26. Get to the
club early to avoid the traffic. As in years past, the “Schellville Cannonball” will
provide rail service to the raceway from the Sacramento area. There ain’t no better
place than our club for train enthusiasts to “listen to the jingle, the rattle and the roar as she rumbles
through the vineyards along the valley floor”... Don’t forget your camera.
Attention prospective members: The time has come when Charlie starts
going down the waiting list making phone calls extending an invitation to join
the club. Don’t miss your chance to become a member! Notify the wife and
kids or husband or whomever that Charlie IS NOT a telemarketer, survey
taker, or political shill and should not be verbally abused or hung up on.
Happy Father’s Day!
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Make a checklist of all the things you have to do to hit the target. Trap shooting is more

complicated than it seems, and it’s hard to remember all the things you have to do. I find that if I
study my list just before I start to shoot, my scores go up dramatically. Here’s my checklist:
1. Gun mounted solidly into shoulder*
2. Cheek forward on stock
3. Cheek pressed down solidly on comb*
4. Palm centered on palm swell
5. Check that beads are aligned*
6. Eyes wide open
7. Gaze near center of house, 1 ft high;
NOT fixed on beads*
8. Slight bend in knees
9. Lean forward slightly
10. Observe flight of target before moving gun*
11. Pull gun THROUGH target* (Another way of saying, “Don’t stop the gun.”)
The point here is NOT to copy my list. Although a few of the items apply to
almost everybody (and I have marked them with an asterisk *), most of
them are just specific to me. What I’m suggesting is that you figure out
what you need to do to hit the target, and then,

write it down and look at it before you shoot.
Here’s another tip (at no extra charge): If your toaster is sluggish in
the morning, just face it squarely and call “Pull”. Works for me every time!

JUNE 5 (NBL) FLANDI FARE! JUNE 12 - BURRITOS
JUNE 19 - FISH TACOS
JUNE 26 - GORDITAS

Chefs Dave, Gary and Jeff put the pig on about 10 AM. By 3 PM the pig had been reduced to
delicious pork and cracklings, thanks to expert carving by the butcher ninjas.

.
Elk, chicken, venison, duck, salmon and grilled oysters were also on the bbq menu.
Everyone had plenty to eat, lots of fun and raised a nice chunk of change for the scholorship
fund, which benifits worthy students attending local Sonoma High School.

Valley of the Moon Trap Club supports local youth excellence!
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A DAY AT THE CLUB - WHAT‛S NOT TO LIKE?

PHOTO BY MILT MOSSI
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I encourage all youth to sign up for our Winchester/NRA
Marksmanship Qualification Program. It’s a great opportunity to qualify
for the Shotgun discipline. The program is informal and recreational with
incentive awards. Shooters get the big NRA Shotgun patch and shoot to earn
each rating level rocker, medal, and certificate award. Come see me about it!
We are always ready to provide trap shooting opportunities for young
people. There’s more about our VOMTC kids in this newsletter. Help me do all
we can for them. The shooting sports and our club needs them!
We have a NEW Trap
Machine in the #3
house. The old one will
be sent back to Pat
Traps and repaired.
When it is returned we’ll
have three wobble traps
At the club!
For the first time in a long time, we had only ONE Sunday volunteer worker show up.
None of Mike’s standby workers could make it either, so I called on Junior Trap Team coach
Darrel Welch. Darrel and the Jason family, including Junior shooters Adam and Kearstin
Jason and Garret Caramucci and his mom showed up and worked all day to make it another
successful Public Sunday. Every member of this club should spend at least one Sunday
at traps 6 and 7 to get a better idea of where and how our future success gets started.

Cell phones on the firing lines are creating safety
issues. They should not be used on the firing lines!
NEW CLUB RULE:
SHOOTERS MAY NOT USE CELL PHONES ON
THE LINE. NO PICTURES, VIDEOS OR CALLS
WHILE IN POSSESION OF A FIREARM!
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Natasha Lowell is Phil Lowell’s granddaughter.
Here she is about to shoot her first round of trap.
Natasha had never before used a shotgun! Chester
Parker’s expert safety instruction, and trap coaching,
paid off well for her. Natasha kept the muzzle under
control and followed firing line safety protocols perfectly
while stalking her clay targets. A score of seven was
satisfactory for her first trap round and quite an exciting
experience.
Natasha will be taking the Women on Target
shotgun clinic in July. If she continues to train at traps
six and seven until signed off, Natasha and her
grandfather will be able to shoot a round of trap
together at the club, whenever they want.
Club Shoot #3 happens this month. These are GREAT opportunities to
experience trap competition. They draw many of the best North Bay shooters
but still are low pressure sporting events. You don’t have to shoot the whole
150 target event! You can choose to only shoot two rounds from 16 yards
and STILL have a chance to win a silver buckle! Join us! Our Junior Trap
Team will provide a pancake feed from 8am to 9am.

- JULY 3 TOSTADAS
- JULY 10 GREEN ENCHILADAS
- JULY 17 CEVICHE
- JULY 24 SOPAS
- JULY 31 QUESADILLAS
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Fireworks are in order! Since taking the helm here at the
club, Charlie has devoted much time and effort into building a
solid youth shotgun sports program. He began by assembling
accomplished shooters and ensuring their training by the NRA to
become Certified Shotgun Instructors. This not only was
beneficial to young shooters, but to all, regardless of age, who
wished to learn to shoot safely and accurately.
After much practice with their instructors, a Junior Shooting Team was fielded and
entered various shoots. They shot well and they looked good doing it. Tee shirts and jackets
with the team logo and a banner that announced their presence at every shoot, it didn’t take
long for the shooting community to take notice of our kids, their skill and their dedicated
coaches. As the years passed, more and more kids got involved with the team and their
reputation as well as our club’s grew. Support for the kids grew too, as us older members
realized that they, not us, are the future of the sport.

Now for the part you may not know… When you see or hear the phrase “Valley of the
Moon Gun Club supports youth.” It’s not only the boys and girls on the team. Every kid that
comes here to shoot gets individual attention from our instructors.

CONTINUED……..
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Getting Kids Started
One thing I’ve been asked many times is “how do I get my kids involved in the shooting
sports?” It’s a great question because it’s our kids who will be the next generation of sportsmen,
hunters and competetive shooters, and there’s a good chance they’ll be better than we ever were.
The one thing I have found is that the child needs to want to participate. Being forced to do
anything runs counter to what children, or any of us, want to do by nature, and pushing them into any
sport is likely to not work out well in the end.
If the child is old enough to physically lift the weight of a firearm, then they are old enough to
start learning and living the safety rules, particularly if there are guns kept in the home. No child
should come to a range for their first shots without being well versed in the Golden Rules of Gun
Safety. Learning safe gun handling with an airsoft, a Nerf gun or a replica will help instill the need to
always be safe. Remember also; at this stage it is teaching, not parenting… and patience is the
biggest virtue when it comes to teaching.
It’s a judgement call for you when a child is ready for live fire but at that stage a BB rifle is
perhaps your best friend. Once they have mastered the skills required to put BBs on a target from a
rest, you can move them to off hand. Don’t jump right to a .22 or a shotgun as their first experience,
and never start them out with a handgun. There are a number of reasons for this and they all involve
safety.
Once the child has shown that they are ready, now is the time for you to step back and let a
qualified instructor take them the rest of the way through their initial development. The child will have
a teacher  pupil relationship with an instructor, where with you the relationship will always be parent 
child, with everything that relationship can entail. The child will usually be much more willing to
accept coaching and correction from an instructor than they will from a parent.
The good news here is that there are many different
opportunities locally for good instruction including local clubs, like
VOMTC, 4H and Boy Scouts, which offer valuable life learning
across many areas. A child who has advanced their skills may want
to try their hand at an Appleseed event. These are terrific skill
builders for rifle shooting, and with the emphasis on American
history that the course has, it’s a terrific learning experience for the
entire family.
At the end of the rainbow, so to speak, is competition. A child shooting competetively can help
them develop not only their skill but their maturity, their sense of sportsmanship and fair play, as well
as help them build friendships that last lifetimes, not to mention build you the best shooting buddy or
hunting partner you’ll ever have. And what’s so bad about that?
To learn more about different instructional opportunities or to get your child started on the right
foot, come see me or any of our NRA Certified Instructors on a Wednesday or a Sunday.  Frank
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FATHER‛S DAY AT THE TRAP CLUB

PHOTO BY MILT MOSSI
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Our Junior Trap Team is in Washington for the "Grand Pacific Shoot" with 2 barrels
full of local wines, gunpowder, primers, wads, club hats & shirts. Thank you to ALL of the club
members that contributed to the Jr. Shooting Team to support these fine and dedicated
shooters, representing our club. We are proud of these kids! Money raised by the raffle of
these gift barrels at the Grand will also benefit our Junior Trap Team.

Once again Rick Harris
is coming through with the
construction of a new trap
house for our popular Five
Stand Sporting Clays field.
The new house will be placed
on top of the last house Rick
built, closest to the clubhouse.
Then the old house can come
off the clubhouse roof allowing
room for a much needed
ceiling vent for our kitchen.
Thanks Rick Harris!!
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While the Sonoma Stompers Baseball Team are making National News & Headlines
with having 3 females playing on the team, I took Stomper Players, Caleb & Cody, out for a
day of shooting on their day off from playing ball, and showed them a few things about Trap.

I'm not disclosing scores, but can tell you that these 2 fellas leaned a lot & said it was their
best day off so far! Thank You Charlie & Jim for your hospitality. The Sonoma Stompers
cinched the Championship for the first half of the season. Playoffs will be August 29th.

AUgust 7 Asada Tacos - AUgust 14 chili Verde
AUgust 21 wet burrito - AUgust 28 fish tacos
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Ah! The dog days of summer. The phrase conjures up images of old
Fido sprawled on a shady lawn, panting in the sweltering heat of a
lazy August afternoon. In fact, the phrase has nothing to do with
lethargic dogs lounging in the scorching summer sun. It’s all about the
ancient Greeks, the constellation Canis Major and the “dog star”
Sirius’ location in the heavens. Who’d a thunk? I never studied
Astronomy, though I did take up space in college, so this nugget of
information means little to me. I’m sure it means even less to you, so
let’s move on, shall we?
Our popular Club Shoot series continues Saturday,
August 6. Come out and enjoy the friendly competition and a great lunch.
You needn’t be a club member to participate. New shooters note: This is the
perfect venue to try your hand at competitive shooting.
The North Bay League makes a stop in Martinez, Saturday, August 7 and
winds up in Livermore, September 11. There’s a P.I.T.A. series shoot August
27 & 28 in Martinez, and another in September, on the 10th at Coon Creek.
Brenda Schmale and her posse of certified
instructors host the NRA’s Women on
Target Handgun Clinic here, Saturday,
August 13. Then they holster their sidearms
and shotguns take center stage on
September 10, at the Women on Target
Shotgun Clinic. Call Brenda at (707)
2938649 for more information or to enroll in
either class, or you can talk to Brenda any
public day at Trap 6 or 7.
Fall is right around the corner… Stop by the clubhouse and check out the new club logo zip
up hoodies for cool weather shooting. Lots of other natty duds to enhance your fall wardrobe
too……………..Short column this month. I’m going to go gaze at the stars…
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Which Station to Start? Pros & Cons
When you’re shooting trap for fun or practice, it usually doesn’t matter which station you select to start
on. But when you’re in a competition, it’s a different story. Each station has a different significance if you start
there. Below is my analysis of the pros and cons of starting at each station in a competition.
Station 1
Pros  You get to say “Squad ready?” in a loud voice. You never have to walk from station five to
station one. You’re finished before everyone else. That’s it. As you might have noticed, the Pros for starting at
Station 1 aren’t very interesting, particularly when they are compared to the Cons.
Cons  You don’t get to see others shoot before you do. Yes, you can call for a sample target before
you start, but that’s not the same as seeing someone else shoot one. And if you’re shooting under ATA rules,
you can call for a sample target only at station one, not at the rest of the stations. This is a real disadvantage
when shooting doubles. The first shot you take is a fairly hard one – you’re way over to one side of the range.
You might get lucky and get a straightaway, but probably not. You are responsible for signing the score sheet
and ferrying it to the next trap.  I find this distracting.
Station 2
Pros  You get the maximum amount of “practice” before you have to shoot the tough stations (five and
one). You get to see at least one target before you have to shoot
Cons  Not much downside here. In fact, this is the station I usually choose to start on unless I’m
worried about altitude adjustments.
Station 3
Pros  Relatively easy targets at this station, a nice way to ease into the competition and figure out
what adjustments are necessary to adapt to any idiosyncrasies of the trap, particularly the wind. This is the
best station to figure out altitude adjustments, which can be very important when moving to a new trap. And
when I’m just shooting for practice, I like to start here to see exactly what peculiarities I brought to the range
that day.
Cons  It’s easy to lose your concentration when you move to the last station (no. 2), and wind up
missing a relatively easy shot. If you’re shooting doubles, when you start and for four more target pairs neither
target is a straightaway – a hard way to open the show.
Station 4
Pros  The last station you shoot (three) is the easiest. So just when you’re getting a little tired or losing
your concentration, you get a set of targets that shouldn’t cause you any trouble. You get a little warmup for
station 5 and 1 and then they are behind you.
Cons  This is not real, but to me it’s discouraging that even after you do the waltz from station five to
one, you still have a lot of shooting to do.
Station 5
Pros  You get to see everybody’s mistakes before you shoot. You also get the maximum look at what
the wind is doing to the targets and whether the trap has any peculiarities.
Cons  You have to start off with the two toughest stations with no real warmup. And of course, your
first target will be a sideways screamer. Near the end of the round, you may become conscious of the fact
that everybody is waiting for you to finish up. It’s hard to take your time clearing your mind, or remounting the
gun when you get a broken bird on the last shot, knowing that everyone is waiting for (and watching) you.
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4H REPORT from MARTIN CHARLES
The Sonoma Marin 4H Shooting Sports Club wishes to thank Charlie, The Board and
members for another great year at VOMTC. This year we had 52 club members, and all new
shooters received individual gun safety training by NRA certified RSO’s. Everyone enjoyed
shooting in a safe, fun and supportive setting. All of our club members improved their scores,
and we are proud that several members moved up to the Junior Shooting Team this year.
Your support of youth shooting sports if very much appreciated by the 4H community!
Signups for next season will be in September.

THANK YOU to all the volunteer workers
On any day or at any compition, found scoring, keeping the traps humming, squads organized
and generally making sure everything is safe, everyone is having a good time and the trap
fields are opened and closed properly. Your club appreciates your time and effort supporting
the sport of trapshooting here at VOMTC.

AUG 2016 - Page 6

!

These folks support our Club - Let’s support their Business

!
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PO BOX 534 VINEBURG, CA 954870534

HEARING CHALLENGED TRAP SHOOTERS

Photo by Milt Mossi

SEP 2016  Page 1

We have a brand new machine at Trap #3 and a newly
reconditioned (by “Pat Trap”) machine installed at Trap #4.
We're also in the process of installing two new trap houses
at 5Stand to upgrade the sporting clays field and to get
the existing traps off the roof.
The season is winding down for our Jr. Shooting team.
Don’t miss Tony Meier’s Interview Video with
Andreas Borgesen. It’s on our website at vomtc.org.
We are grateful to all the folks that supported the kids
financially, and we’re proud of their personal and
competitive success this year.

YOU CAN STILL SUPPORT OUR KIDS! ! ! Buy
a $10 ticket for a ride in the Schellville Biplane.
Every dollar will support kids trap shooting

Rules: ALL SHOOTERS are REQUIRED to wear eye and ear protection while shooting!
The range will be shut down immediately if rules are not followed. Offenders will have to
appeal to the Board to save their membership.
Rules: ALL NEW SHOOTERS at the club on Wednesdays or Sundays (member guests
included) are required to check in with Ted at the office and receive Certified NRA Instructor
training at traps 6 or 7. Exceptions can ONLY be granted at a Board meeting.
Rules are made by the Board of Directors. The Club President must enforce those
Rules. Appeals for rule changes can be made to the Board at a regular meeting.
Jon Ray  Chairman of the Board
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Hard to believe it’s September already. Autumn is knocking at the door and
it won’t be long before we’re gathered around the hearth in the clubhouse more
than out on the firing line.
I wish to extend a warm welcome to all our new members who have come
aboard since July. All of you have been shooting with us
regularly for some time, so there is little valuable information about the club I can
impart to you that you don’t already know, other than the secret handshake and
ring twist which Charlie will reveal to you in due time.
Until you receive your new membership cards, please have your receipts
with you when you come to the club and show them when purchasing tokens. With all the visitant
shooters we get, it takes me awhile to recognize all of you as new members.
Our next Club Shoot is Saturday, September 3. Come
on out and give it a try. Our club shoots are open to all. You
needn’t be a member to compete. It’s a whole lot of fun and
Lucy serves up a terrific lunch. What’s not to like?
The final Women on Target Shotgun Clinic of the year
is Saturday, September 10th. This is the ideal venue for ladies to get acquainted with
the shotgun and the perfect way to begin a lifetime of trapshooting fun. Brenda
Schmale and her company of NRA Certified Shotgun Instructors offer
classroom instruction to familiarize you with shotguns, ammunition, shooting
basics and most importantly, safety. Then it’s out to the trap range to apply
what you have learned to some live trapshooting. If you know a gal
who would like to attend, have her contact Brenda at (707) 2938649 for more
information, or to enroll.
The Sonoma – Marin 4H club holds their fall shooting sports signups here
Saturday, September 17, and again October 8. Contact Martin Charles at (415)
3091563 to learn more.
Dates to remember: Our annual Thanksgiving Turkey Shoot will be held on
Sunday, November 13, and the Christmas Salami Shoot will be on Sunday,
December 11. Make sure to mark your calendars.
Just a reminder… When you drop a buck or change in the
coffee can for your coffee and/or donut, 100% of that goes to the
Jody Ray Scholarship Fund. Furthermore, when you buy farm
fresh eggs from Lorna, whether from her cart or the icebox in the clubhouse, she donates
$.50 from each sale to our Junior shooters. Thank you Lorna and thank you, members &
guests, for supporting both worthy causes.
On Sunday, 9/11, please pause a moment to remember and honor those souls lost
on September 11, 2001.
Per Presidential Proclamation, our flag will fly at half staff.
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This horrible collision happened right here at the Club last month. The people involved got
away without injury but our barbecued chicken community sure got a rude surprise! Property
damage was minor, but still an alarming event for the birds. Since the BBQ got “Rear Ended”
the poor vehicle operator must endure responsibility for the damages. In an effort to resolve
the situation, provide reparations where they are due and, most importantly, preserve chicken
dignity, Charlie is making an effort to negotiate a peaceful solution with those involved.

September 4 =gorditas
September 18 =  mole´

September 11 = asada
September 25 =  sopes
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! FOCUS !
Every discipline in the shooting sports has it’s own set of do’s and don’ts, rights and wrongs. But there is
one thing that cuts across them all; the need to focus in order to put your shot on the target each and every
time. When we think of the word focus we naturally will consider our vision; what we see and how we see it,
first and foremost so let’s explore that first.
The point of focus, or where the image is most clear, varies greatly from discipline to discipline. In
shotgunning we want to see the target clearly, with the front bead somewhat fuzzy and as
a visual reference to where the muzzle of our gun is in relationship to the bird. In handgun
and rifle shooting the point of visual focus is on the front sight, as shown in this illustration.
But when I think about focus the mental part is where I always go first. In any situation
where the target is moving; be it on a trap field or in a duck blind it becomes important to
pick a spot on the target and shoot to it. If you are on station five at trap and get a hard
right bird it’s a good idea to focus at the leading edge of the target, rather than at the
whole target. Assuming your head remains on the stock and your eyes on the bore line, the gun will go where
your eyes are looking and you will break the bird. What you don’t want to do, though, is to focus like a laser
on that point. Your eyes, and your brain which is doing the math, need to be aware of both the target and the
muzzle. Losing awareness of the muzzle leads to missing and is why my fellow instructor Chester Parker
never lets students forget about keeping their head on the stock. Lifting the head is the fast path to loss of
muzzle awareness, and missing the target.
Handgun and rifle shooting are different in that we need to visually focus on the front sight but mentally
focus like a laser on the target. With these firearms precision is the order of the day so it becomes vitally
important to put your attention to the spot you need to hit.
When I am working with students on handgun shooting, or honing my own skills, I more often than not will
use unmarked white paper plates as targets. I find scoring lines on printed targets to be distracting, and
sometimes they can be intimidating for a student. I use 8 inch dinner plates for longer distance and
beginners, and 3 inch dessert plates for skill building. This helps me form a sharp mental point of focus that I
can translate into any situation in the field. Being able to mentally visualize that three inch circle on the vitals
of a deer and aim to it, for instance, will give me a much fairer chance of putting meat in the freezer this fall.
One really great instructional aid for pistol shooters to teach visual and mental focus is the aptly named Dot
Torture target, available for free on line through pistoltraining.com. You print them yourself from your
computer on standard 8.5x11 paper. The target is designed to allow you to fire 50
shots across the ten dots with the idea that all your shots are within the dots for
each stage. The course of fire for each dot is printed right on the target. Even at
three yards distance this is a real test of marksmanship that can humble even
really good shooters, myself included. But it will get you to focus your vision on
the front sight and your mind on the target without question, and make you a
better shooter.
Until next time, keep those muzzles pointed down and actions open when
you’re not on the firing line. Safety first, safety foremost, safety always.
~~ Frank
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I worry a lot about keeping everyone safe at the club. I worry a lot that our traps will work like you want
them to, when you want them to. I need YOUR help with these issues!
On a public day last month a trap quit working at the start of round. The
squad of experienced members checked everything they could, but no results.
Then they did the right thing and called volunteer Trap Master Jim
Reece. Jim labored over the call system, the trap and the house wiring for an
hour before he found an out of place wire that had been cut by the trap’s action!
How did that wire get up there? Did it get kicked up there by somebody
who climbed into the maze of wires and machinery on the "Wire Side" of the
trap house? The same side a loaded throwing arm could smack a knee cap!
Wise up and STAY OUT OF THE “WIRE SIDE!”
Come to my work party on Saturday October 15, 2016. Take a closer look at that “Wire Side” while
cleaning out a trap house. You’ll see what I’m talking about. You can also help re-roof the Shell Shack or
stack firewood for the coming winter. It’s your chance to work the two hours mentioned above your signature
on the Membership Application! You’ll help keep our club in shape, AND there’ll be a free lunch! Thanks!

We have upgraded our maintenance shop with a new air compressor. Thanks to Charlie, Jim Reece
and Dave Fish for keeping us up to date with trap servicing equipment.
Our first ever Wobbles Event was a Big Success. Many thanks to John Sculatti and his crew. John is
an experienced competitor and handicapper. His efforts made our SIX 2016 Club Shoots very successful.
Thank you John!!
We had many shooters (a lot more than expected) at the
 “Wobbles and Dogs” event. The Chili Dog
lunch served by Lorna, Claudia and Katy was great! Congratulations to Claudia for getting her new Food
Handling Certification. You can see it posted on the clubhouse wall.

There was a little disappointment that our “Wobbles and Dogs” event allowed one shot at each target
last month. Our Trapshooting Tips contributor Ted Kozloff explains the rule. “Many wobble competitions

allow shooters to take two shots at each target. At our club the informal nature of the shoot, combined
with a number of inexperienced competitors, will result in these dangerous situations: a competitor
walking to the next station with a loaded gun, or a semi-automatic (autoloader) having to be
unloaded while other competitors are standing nearby. Both situations have the potential for a grave
accident, a risk our club is not willing to take.”
That’s why our club plans to continue the one-shot rule at future wobble events. Thanks Ted - Lisa
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Did you notice the new banner atop the page? That’s a story in itself. The Publications Division of
VOMTC is a vast and complex enterprise of which this newsletter is but one feature. Any changes to the
newsletter’s format must garner the approval of numerous Department Heads and Bureau Chiefs before it is
implemented. Last month, a Design Specialist in the Layout Department inserted a dinkus of Bullshit
Repellent (which, by the way, doesn’t work) obtained from the Graphics Department into the above banner.
Seeing this, the Features Editor decided the hook line needed to be updated and ordered the Content
Management Department to come up with a new line. Their submission was, “The No Spin Zone”. Catchy and
seemingly appropriate, no? However, the Legal Department killed this slogan citing the phrase was already
employed by a well known cable news commentator, so the Research Department sent people to the morgue
to examine past articles for a common theme on which to base the new line. After exhaustive study, their
finding was, “These articles really stink!”
No one at VOMTC Publications World Headquarters here in Sonoma, or our New York
field office in Manhattan, dared come up with a clever new line to coincide with the Research
Department’s findings, so it was deemed necessary to seek input from our Foreign Bureaus
in London, Paris, Tokyo and The Vatican. From these far flung colleagues the “Nose Pin
Zone” was born. Quite appropriate! So…Clothes pins in place? Boots on? Pant legs raised?
Let’s wade in…
This time of year when the clubhouse phone rings, there’s a 50-50 chance the caller will be inquiring
about when the next Hunter Safety course will be offered. A question I’ve been unable to
answer since longtime Hunter Ed. Instructor Sam Grow retired last year. At last, we have
a response to that question thanks to VOMTC member Mark Singleton, who has stepped
up to take over the reins.
The Department of Fish and Wildlife has restructured the curriculum to offer the
option of taking the course online and attending a four hour follow-up class. Mark will be
conducting follow-up classes here on November 5, December 3, 2016, January 28,
February 25 & March 25, 2017. All dates are Saturdays,
all times 9:00AM to 1:00PM. Contact Mark at
hunters.edu@gmail.com, or for more information about
traditional classes or the program in general, visit
www.hunter-ed.com/california/.
Though still a month away, now is the time to apply to
take part in the DFW’s Junior Pheasant Hunt here, Saturday,
November 19. The hunt begins at 7:00AM. Those participants,
who have met certain criteria and have been chosen by lottery
will meet at the club, then proceed to the DFW property
adjacent to ours for the hunt. Remember, Non Lead
Ammunition will be required when hunting on all ALL
California Department of Fish and Wildlife Lands. Please
Plan Accordingly. Charlie has more information or you can call
Karen Taylor at DFW, (707) 287-2144.
continued………….
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Shotgun Shells - Some Basics
This month I’m going to talk about shotgun shells and their specifications. Some of this is purely for
newbies, but some of it is not, and some of it is a little controversial.
Shell Length
All 12 gauge shells for shooting competition trap fit a 2 ¾ inch chamber. That doesn’t mean you have
to use 2 ¾ inch shells, but if you don’t you are going to feel a little lonesome. But nothing is simple. If you
measure a trap shell you will find that it is a little less than 2 1/2 inches long. That’s because shells are
measured uncrimped- i.e., before the shell is loaded with powder, wad and lead. The 2 ¾ inch measurement
actually refers to the length of your gun’s chamber, which has to be 2 ¾ inches long to allow the crimp to
unfold.
“Well,” you say, “I want to use my duck gun to shoot trap, and it has a 3 inch chamber. Can’t I use 2 ¾
in. trap shells in my gun?” The answer is yes, although some people feel that using a shell that is shorter than
the chamber can adversely affect the pattern. (A long time ago, I used an 1100 with a 3 inch chamber to
shoot trap, but I was such a lousy shot it was impossible to tell whether the chamber size contributed to any of
the misses.)
I should emphasize that the reverse is not true – you can’t use a 3 inch shell in a 2 ¾ inch gun. A 2 ¾
chamber won’t allow a 3 inch shell to unfold its crimp correctly. You risk blowing up the gun. Very bad idea.
So how do you know what size your gun’s chamber is? Easy - all modern guns have the chamber size
engraved on the barrel near the breach, or they say something like “Use 2 3/4 inch shells”.
Gun Powder
You frequently see the 2 ¾ number on a box of shells twice. That is not just an empty repetition. The
second reference is to the amount of propellant in the shell. In this case, the 2 ¾ number is usually followed
by these letters: “Dr. Eq.” That refers to “Dram Equivalent”, and is supposed to relate to the equivalent
amount of black powder (measured in drams) which will give the same muzzle velocity to the shot in the shell
as the more modern powder used in the shell. This is really archaic, and now many shell manufacturers also
state the power of the propellant in terms of muzzle velocity – the velocity of the shot as it leaves the muzzle.
Sometimes the box states only the muzzle velocity, and not the “Dr. Eq.”
The problem with the muzzle velocity statistic is that different shell manufacturers seem to have a
different idea of what muzzle velocity a certain Dr. Eq. will generate. I have three different shells in my ammo
supply that all say they are 3 Dr. Eq. The problem is that each one has different muzzle velocity, ranging from
1200 to 1250 ft. per second. Go figure.
As to the amount of propellant you want in your trap shells, here’s what I do:
16 yards – 2 ¾ Dr. Eq. or a muzzle velocity around 1140 fpm
24 yards – 3 Dr. Eq. or a muzzle velocity around 1200 fpm
24 yards and windy – 3 1/8 Dr. Eq. or muzzle velocity around1240 fpm
Doubles - First shot 1 oz. lead, 2 ¾ Dr. Eq., second shot same as handicap
I use only size 7 ½ shot. More on that in a minute. Shell loads are truly a case of personal preference.
The suggestions set out above are common, but by no means universal. You will find a lot of different
opinions as to how your trap shell should be loaded. I suggest you start with my preference, then try different
shells and see whether you like something else better.

Continued…………..
On the subject of gun powder quality…… What follows is just my own personal observation, and it
relates only to factory loads. It seems to me that the powder in the cheaper shells is dirtier than the powder in
the more expensive shells. I reached this conclusion after examining my receiver (and sometimes the barrel)
following shooting cheaper shells. I find more black residue (probably unburned carbon) when I shoot cheaper
shells. It also seems to me that cheaper shells kick more. I think that is due to the fact that the powder burns
more rapidly, and possibly unevenly. Your mileage may vary.
Amount of Shot
The weight of the shot in the shell can vary significantly and still be legal for trapshooting. ATA and
PITA rules specify that you cannot shoot more than 1 1/8 oz. of shot in a single shell. But you can shoot less if
you want, and a lot of people do, using loads as small a 7/8ths of an ounce. (I use 1 1/8 oz. for all my shells,
except for the first shot in doubles, where I use 1ounce loads.) Note that as the amount of shot goes down,
the muzzle velocity goes up, assuming the same amount of powder is used.
Size of Shot
There are some real differences of opinion regarding size of shot – should you use 7 ½ or 8? I have
even seen some people use 9’s. (Naturally, unlike shoes, size 8 is a little smaller than size 7 ½ - why should it
be simple?) The proponents of 8’s argue that more shot means a better chance of hitting the target; the
supporters of 7 ½’s say that you need a bigger pellet to break the target; the smaller ones may not do the job.
I’m going to take sides on this one – I think that the people who shoot size 8 shot in trap are just plain
wrong. Here’s why:
● Assuming you are shooting 1 1/8 oz. shells, then regardless of the size of the shot, the total weight of
the lead in the shell is fixed.
● If your choke does it job, the distribution of the shot inside a 30-inch circle should be pretty uniform.
That means that the amount of lead per square inch in the pattern is going to be the same, regardless
of which size shot you use.
● Thus, if you place the target inside the 30 inch circle, it is going to be hit by the same amount of lead,
regardless of which size shot you use.
BUT
● Smaller shot has a greater ratio of surface area to weight. (This is easy to understand – take a cannon
ball that is 6 inches in diameter. It will have a surface area equal to about 113 square inches. Now cut
the ball in half. You have added 28 inches of surface area with no increase in volume or weight – thus
smaller shot size means more surface area per volume)
● More surface area means more area to “rub” on the air as the pellet flies, so a smaller pellet slows
down more than a larger, heavier pellet because of friction with the air.
● All of which means that when size 8 shot gets to the target, it is not going as fast, and therefore doesn’t
hit the target as hard, as size 7 ½ shot.
Did you ever wonder how the shot sizes are derived or why size 8 shot is smaller than size 7 1/2? The
answer is quite simple. Think of .17 inches. Then subtract the shot size from .17 to get the diameter of the
shot. So size 2 shot is .15 inches in diameter; size 7 ½ shot is .095 inches in diameter. If you want more
information about shot diameters, pellet counts, antimony levels, etc. check out
http://saami.org/specifications_and_information/index.cfm

OCT 2016 - Page 5

Our first pop up wobble event was held Saturday, September 24. Open to the
public as all of our summer events are, this mini shoot featured wobble targets only.
Wildly successful, twice as many shooters showed up, as were expected! It was
challenging for all and gave everyone the same” wobble handicap”. Fair warning
competitors!! Many people practiced for this “just for fun” event. Winners received
12ga ammo and bragging rights. All enjoyed the event and the chili dog lunch!
Junior and youth shooters present club
President Charlie with specially made token
of appreciation for both personal and club
support. Valley of the Moon is proud to assist
in fielding this group of outstanding young
trap shooters! Many thanks to the hard
working parents and coaches too. Your
participation and encouragement is crucial to
these young shooter’s success.
Our last summer Club Shoot was held
Saturday, October 1. This summer series
has been well run and a lot of fun for
competitors, guests and family. The club sure does appreciate the time and effort those VOLUNTEER
workers in the office, and on the line, put in to make these shoots fun, safe and economically successful for
the club. Come on out and enjoy the whole series in 2017!
Two members of the Sonoma Stompers Baseball team get in a little Valley of the Moon trap shooting
after polishing off a winning season at the ballpark.

OCT 2016 - PAGE 6

OCT 2016 - Page 7

OCT 2016 - Page 1

I worry a lot about keeping everyone safe at the club. I worry a lot that our traps will work like you want
them to, when you want them to. I need YOUR help with these issues!
On a public day last month a trap quit working at the start of round. The
squad of experienced members checked everything they could, but no results.
Then they did the right thing and called volunteer Trap Master Jim
Reece. Jim labored over the call system, the trap and the house wiring for an
hour before he found an out of place wire that had been cut by the trap’s action!
How did that wire get up there? Did it get kicked up there by somebody
who climbed into the maze of wires and machinery on the "Wire Side" of the
trap house? The same side a loaded throwing arm could smack a knee cap!
Wise up and STAY OUT OF THE “WIRE SIDE!”
Come to my work party on Saturday October 15, 2016. Take a closer look at that “Wire Side” while
cleaning out a trap house. You’ll see what I’m talking about. You can also help re-roof the Shell Shack or
stack firewood for the coming winter. It’s your chance to work the two hours mentioned above your signature
on the Membership Application! You’ll help keep our club in shape, AND there’ll be a free lunch! Thanks!

We have upgraded our maintenance shop with a new air compressor. Thanks to Charlie, Jim Reece
and Dave Fish for keeping us up to date with trap servicing equipment.
Our first ever Wobbles Event was a Big Success. Many thanks to John Sculatti and his crew. John is
an experienced competitor and handicapper. His efforts made our SIX 2016 Club Shoots very successful.
Thank you John!!
We had many shooters (a lot more than expected) at the
 “Wobbles and Dogs” event. The Chili Dog
lunch served by Lorna, Claudia and Katy was great! Congratulations to Claudia for getting her new Food
Handling Certification. You can see it posted on the clubhouse wall.

There was a little disappointment that our “Wobbles and Dogs” event allowed one shot at each target
last month. Our Trapshooting Tips contributor Ted Kozloff explains the rule. “Many wobble competitions

allow shooters to take two shots at each target. At our club the informal nature of the shoot, combined
with a number of inexperienced competitors, will result in these dangerous situations: a competitor
walking to the next station with a loaded gun, or a semi-automatic (autoloader) having to be
unloaded while other competitors are standing nearby. Both situations have the potential for a grave
accident, a risk our club is not willing to take.”
That’s why our club plans to continue the one-shot rule at future wobble events. Thanks Ted - Lisa
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Did you notice the new banner atop the page? That’s a story in itself. The Publications Division of
VOMTC is a vast and complex enterprise of which this newsletter is but one feature. Any changes to the
newsletter’s format must garner the approval of numerous Department Heads and Bureau Chiefs before it is
implemented. Last month, a Design Specialist in the Layout Department inserted a dinkus of Bullshit
Repellent (which, by the way, doesn’t work) obtained from the Graphics Department into the above banner.
Seeing this, the Features Editor decided the hook line needed to be updated and ordered the Content
Management Department to come up with a new line. Their submission was, “The No Spin Zone”. Catchy and
seemingly appropriate, no? However, the Legal Department killed this slogan citing the phrase was already
employed by a well known cable news commentator, so the Research Department sent people to the morgue
to examine past articles for a common theme on which to base the new line. After exhaustive study, their
finding was, “These articles really stink!”
No one at VOMTC Publications World Headquarters here in Sonoma, or our New York
field office in Manhattan, dared come up with a clever new line to coincide with the Research
Department’s findings, so it was deemed necessary to seek input from our Foreign Bureaus
in London, Paris, Tokyo and The Vatican. From these far flung colleagues the “Nose Pin
Zone” was born. Quite appropriate! So…Clothes pins in place? Boots on? Pant legs raised?
Let’s wade in…
This time of year when the clubhouse phone rings, there’s a 50-50 chance the caller will be inquiring
about when the next Hunter Safety course will be offered. A question I’ve been unable to
answer since longtime Hunter Ed. Instructor Sam Grow retired last year. At last, we have
a response to that question thanks to VOMTC member Mark Singleton, who has stepped
up to take over the reins.
The Department of Fish and Wildlife has restructured the curriculum to offer the
option of taking the course online and attending a four hour follow-up class. Mark will be
conducting follow-up classes here on November 5, December 3, 2016, January 28,
February 25 & March 25, 2017. All dates are Saturdays,
all times 9:00AM to 1:00PM. Contact Mark at
hunters.edu@gmail.com, or for more information about
traditional classes or the program in general, visit
www.hunter-ed.com/california/.
Though still a month away, now is the time to apply to
take part in the DFW’s Junior Pheasant Hunt here, Saturday,
November 19. The hunt begins at 7:00AM. Those participants,
who have met certain criteria and have been chosen by lottery
will meet at the club, then proceed to the DFW property
adjacent to ours for the hunt. Remember, Non Lead
Ammunition will be required when hunting on all ALL
California Department of Fish and Wildlife Lands. Please
Plan Accordingly. Charlie has more information or you can call
Karen Taylor at DFW, (707) 287-2144.
continued………….
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Need to change a scheduled work day? Do not come to the office and ask for the
sign up book to make the change. The sign up book is not here and the dates you signed up
for are written in stone. Over the years there have been so many members with myriad
excuses that the erasures, line outs and changes in the schedule have worn out the pages
not to mention wearing out Charlie and Mike Dirksen who have had to listen to the appeals and juggle the
names and dates to make everyone happy and ensure sufficient Sunday workers. Now, our
Board of Directors hath decreed that if you need to change a work date, you must appear
before the Board of Directors at a regularly scheduled Board meeting prior to the requested
change to state your case. They alone will render a decision, impose a penalty, or…? The
Board meets the first Tuesday of every month except December. Be sure to ask ahead of time
to be put on the agenda. Oh yes… Good luck!
If you’ve forgotten what work days you’ve signed up for, the complete schedule is on our web site.
From the home page, click on “Calendar”, then click on “Go to Sunday Worker's Calendar.” You can check
either by date or by name.
New members and first time visitors to the club please note: Use caution when
crossing the railroad tracks at the club’s entrance. This right of way is not
abandoned. The tracks are used by freight trains on a regular basis.
Charlie has a work party scheduled for Saturday, October 13. Come on out and lend
a hand at improving our club and Charlie will
feed you a gourmet lunch. Don’t forget to check
the club calendar online for the latest
information on upcoming events.
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Shotgun Shells - Some Basics
This month I’m going to talk about shotgun shells and their specifications. Some of this is purely for
newbies, but some of it is not, and some of it is a little controversial.
Shell Length
All 12 gauge shells for shooting competition trap fit a 2 ¾ inch chamber. That doesn’t mean you have
to use 2 ¾ inch shells, but if you don’t you are going to feel a little lonesome. But nothing is simple. If you
measure a trap shell you will find that it is a little less than 2 1/2 inches long. That’s because shells are
measured uncrimped- i.e., before the shell is loaded with powder, wad and lead. The 2 ¾ inch measurement
actually refers to the length of your gun’s chamber, which has to be 2 ¾ inches long to allow the crimp to
unfold.
“Well,” you say, “I want to use my duck gun to shoot trap, and it has a 3 inch chamber. Can’t I use 2 ¾
in. trap shells in my gun?” The answer is yes, although some people feel that using a shell that is shorter than
the chamber can adversely affect the pattern. (A long time ago, I used an 1100 with a 3 inch chamber to
shoot trap, but I was such a lousy shot it was impossible to tell whether the chamber size contributed to any of
the misses.)
I should emphasize that the reverse is not true – you can’t use a 3 inch shell in a 2 ¾ inch gun. A 2 ¾
chamber won’t allow a 3 inch shell to unfold its crimp correctly. You risk blowing up the gun. Very bad idea.
So how do you know what size your gun’s chamber is? Easy - all modern guns have the chamber size
engraved on the barrel near the breach, or they say something like “Use 2 3/4 inch shells”.
Gun Powder
You frequently see the 2 ¾ number on a box of shells twice. That is not just an empty repetition. The
second reference is to the amount of propellant in the shell. In this case, the 2 ¾ number is usually followed
by these letters: “Dr. Eq.” That refers to “Dram Equivalent”, and is supposed to relate to the equivalent
amount of black powder (measured in drams) which will give the same muzzle velocity to the shot in the shell
as the more modern powder used in the shell. This is really archaic, and now many shell manufacturers also
state the power of the propellant in terms of muzzle velocity – the velocity of the shot as it leaves the muzzle.
Sometimes the box states only the muzzle velocity, and not the “Dr. Eq.”
The problem with the muzzle velocity statistic is that different shell manufacturers seem to have a
different idea of what muzzle velocity a certain Dr. Eq. will generate. I have three different shells in my ammo
supply that all say they are 3 Dr. Eq. The problem is that each one has different muzzle velocity, ranging from
1200 to 1250 ft. per second. Go figure.
As to the amount of propellant you want in your trap shells, here’s what I do:
16 yards – 2 ¾ Dr. Eq. or a muzzle velocity around 1140 fpm
24 yards – 3 Dr. Eq. or a muzzle velocity around 1200 fpm
24 yards and windy – 3 1/8 Dr. Eq. or muzzle velocity around1240 fpm
Doubles - First shot 1 oz. lead, 2 ¾ Dr. Eq., second shot same as handicap
I use only size 7 ½ shot. More on that in a minute. Shell loads are truly a case of personal preference.
The suggestions set out above are common, but by no means universal. You will find a lot of different
opinions as to how your trap shell should be loaded. I suggest you start with my preference, then try different
shells and see whether you like something else better.

Continued…………..
On the subject of gun powder quality…… What follows is just my own personal observation, and it
relates only to factory loads. It seems to me that the powder in the cheaper shells is dirtier than the powder in
the more expensive shells. I reached this conclusion after examining my receiver (and sometimes the barrel)
following shooting cheaper shells. I find more black residue (probably unburned carbon) when I shoot cheaper
shells. It also seems to me that cheaper shells kick more. I think that is due to the fact that the powder burns
more rapidly, and possibly unevenly. Your mileage may vary.
Amount of Shot
The weight of the shot in the shell can vary significantly and still be legal for trapshooting. ATA and
PITA rules specify that you cannot shoot more than 1 1/8 oz. of shot in a single shell. But you can shoot less if
you want, and a lot of people do, using loads as small a 7/8ths of an ounce. (I use 1 1/8 oz. for all my shells,
except for the first shot in doubles, where I use 1ounce loads.) Note that as the amount of shot goes down,
the muzzle velocity goes up, assuming the same amount of powder is used.
Size of Shot
There are some real differences of opinion regarding size of shot – should you use 7 ½ or 8? I have
even seen some people use 9’s. (Naturally, unlike shoes, size 8 is a little smaller than size 7 ½ - why should it
be simple?) The proponents of 8’s argue that more shot means a better chance of hitting the target; the
supporters of 7 ½’s say that you need a bigger pellet to break the target; the smaller ones may not do the job.
I’m going to take sides on this one – I think that the people who shoot size 8 shot in trap are just plain
wrong. Here’s why:
● Assuming you are shooting 1 1/8 oz. shells, then regardless of the size of the shot, the total weight of
the lead in the shell is fixed.
● If your choke does it job, the distribution of the shot inside a 30-inch circle should be pretty uniform.
That means that the amount of lead per square inch in the pattern is going to be the same, regardless
of which size shot you use.
● Thus, if you place the target inside the 30 inch circle, it is going to be hit by the same amount of lead,
regardless of which size shot you use.
BUT
● Smaller shot has a greater ratio of surface area to weight. (This is easy to understand – take a cannon
ball that is 6 inches in diameter. It will have a surface area equal to about 113 square inches. Now cut
the ball in half. You have added 28 inches of surface area with no increase in volume or weight – thus
smaller shot size means more surface area per volume)
● More surface area means more area to “rub” on the air as the pellet flies, so a smaller pellet slows
down more than a larger, heavier pellet because of friction with the air.
● All of which means that when size 8 shot gets to the target, it is not going as fast, and therefore doesn’t
hit the target as hard, as size 7 ½ shot.
Did you ever wonder how the shot sizes are derived or why size 8 shot is smaller than size 7 1/2? The
answer is quite simple. Think of .17 inches. Then subtract the shot size from .17 to get the diameter of the
shot. So size 2 shot is .15 inches in diameter; size 7 ½ shot is .095 inches in diameter. If you want more
information about shot diameters, pellet counts, antimony levels, etc. check out
http://saami.org/specifications_and_information/index.cfm
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Our first pop up wobble event was held Saturday, September 24. Open to the
public as all of our summer events are, this mini shoot featured wobble targets only.
Wildly successful, twice as many shooters showed up, as were expected! It was
challenging for all and gave everyone the same” wobble handicap”. Fair warning
competitors!! Many people practiced for this “just for fun” event. Winners received
12ga ammo and bragging rights. All enjoyed the event and the chili dog lunch!
Junior and youth shooters present club
President Charlie with specially made token
of appreciation for both personal and club
support. Valley of the Moon is proud to assist
in fielding this group of outstanding young
trap shooters! Many thanks to the hard
working parents and coaches too. Your
participation and encouragement is crucial to
these young shooter’s success.
Our last summer Club Shoot was held
Saturday, October 1. This summer series
has been well run and a lot of fun for
competitors, guests and family. The club sure does appreciate the time and effort those VOLUNTEER
workers in the office, and on the line, put in to make these shoots fun, safe and economically successful for
the club. Come on out and enjoy the whole series in 2017!
Two members of the Sonoma Stompers Baseball team get in a little Valley of the Moon trap shooting
after polishing off a winning season at the ballpark.
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One for the road… While our President and Newsletter Editor emphasize the need for
safety out on the range, we need to remind ourselves that shooting safely and responsibly
does not begin and end at the firing line or gun rack. It has come to the Board of Directors’
attention that some shooters enjoy having a beer or two with lunch, then going back out to
shoot another round. What’s the problem? You’re just fine, right? Damn tootin! You can hold
your beer with the best of ‘em. (Don’t look now, but your fly is down, you look disheveled,
and you’re acting like an idiot.) But that’s okay, we’re here to
have fun, right? Wahoo!
Henceforth, sayeth of the Board of Directors, the rule of
common sense shall be reiterated. You drink an adult beverage, you DON’T
shoot. Note the new signs in the bar and around the grounds.
Again, You drink, you try to shoot, you get the boot!
Let’s endeavor to retain the benefit of having a tavern on the premises.
The price of shooting on Wednesdays could go up or possibly the club will be closed to ALL shooters
on Wednesdays. These are but two of the ideas being kicked around because a few Wednesday afternoon
folks refuse to reload and shut down the traps and put away the voice calls when
they’re finished shooting. In an attempt to avoid such severe consequences, and
restore calm and tranquility to the universe, there’s a new sheriff in town.
Member Larry Marvier and a posse of volunteers will be monitoring Wednesday
afternoon shooting. Anyone observed shirking their responsibility to reload and close
up will receive a nasty letter informing them their membership is suspended and
inviting them to appear before the Board of Directors. C’mon youse guys! Wise up!
Endure your thirst until you’re done shootin’ and don’t forget to reload and close down
the trap and secure the voice calls. We got a great place here. Don’t f-ck it up!
In other news… The Junior Pheasant Hunt has been cancelled by DFW.
Again our heartfelt thanks go out to Scott Meroney,
Meat Department Manager at Sonoma Market for supplying
us with the turkeys for our annual Turkey Shoot on Sunday,
November 13. Come on out and win a bird for your
Thanksgiving table. As is custom, Gary & Lorna Flandi will
prepare and serve a full turkey lunch with all the trimmings.
Next time you’re shopping at Sonoma Market, don’t forget to
stop by the meat counter and thank Scott for his support.
Another “Thank you” is in order for member Chris
Baldwin & family who will again see to it that we will be part
of the Wine Country Marines Toy’s for Tots program. Donation barrels should be in the clubhouse sometime later
this month.
In conclusion, aside from all the jumpin’ up an’ down at the top of the page, we do have much to be thankful for.
Try to remember just a few of your many blessings when you sit down with your loved ones for Thanksgiving dinner.
May you eat to your heart’s content and not gain a single pound!
- Ted Bell
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Thank you all for staying out of the “Wire side” of our traps. Our
rounds have been going much smoother this month. I am still
concerned about some safety issues. Carrying guns out to the
trap house is one.
RACK THAT GUN when you go out to the traphouse during a
round. Make certain other shooters are unloaded and OFF the
firing line!! Another issue happened more than once last month.
Unintentional discharges from fingers on triggers while closing
guns. KEEP THOSE FINGERS OUT OF THE GUARD until it is
YOUR turn to mount and call.

Come to the NOVEMBER 13 TURKEY SHOOT and bag a
Gobbler!
120 turkeys will be up for grabs to the lucky winners. Come on out and
win a lucky turkey to show the family what a great hunter you really are!
I’d like to follow up on President Marino’s call for safety procedures to be front
and center. This club has not had an serious safety incident for over 40 years. We
MUST maintain that fine example. If we have an incident, there will be no second
one as our club will not survive the first one.
As shooters mature we tend to forget how wary and careful we were as
beginners. Those same precautions must still be practiced every day, in every way,
on our firing line. If someone calls you out on an unsafe maneuver, do not argue and
excuse yourself. You might have just scared the gonads off your fellow shooters and
they do not appreciate the distraction!
1. Fingers off triggers until it is your turn to shoot
2. Barrels pointed DOWN and receivers OPEN when carrying guns anywhere
3. Guns pointed down range AT ALL TIMES while on the line
4. Be unloaded when returning from the firing line.
5. Rack those guns when you go down range, or your done shooting
6. Muzzle Aware!! Mind where your barrel is pointing at all times
7. You are absolutely positively done shooting after that first beer. Period!
These are all tried and true procedures long advocated at this club. They have served us well as our safety
record proves. Please, Please observe these simple and basic rules of the club. Your membership and shooting
privileges depend on it!

I’M Done nagging, but not apologizing,
because this is important!

Beautiful Guns
This month I’m going to depart from my usual exposition, and deliver up a photo essay on beautifully engraved
shotguns I have encountered. (The two guns at the end are mine; the rest just represent wishful thinking.)
These guns are also interesting because of their different approaches to their lock (or trigger) mechanism, which
include sidelock, dropout leaf spring and dropout coil spring, Next month I’ll give more details on different kinds of
triggers, including their pros and cons.

Perazzi Extra Gold
This is one of the most beautiful shotguns I have ever seen. Note especially the wood, which may be even nicer than
the engraving. I believe the gun has a conventional Perazzi drop-out trigger, with an external barrel selector. Also note
the number “I” on the top of the chamber. This indicates that the gun either had another barrel set or is one of an
identical pair. Sure wish it were mine…. The gun is uncheckered, suggesting that it is still awaiting its first real owner.

Fabbri Sidelock
Fabbri has the reputation of being the Rolls Royce of bespoke gun builders. Certainly they are priced that way. Here’s
a prime example of what they can do:

Perazzi Sidelock
This is a Perazzi sidelock (as opposed to a “side plate”) field gun. The sidelock treatment on this gun is not as nice, in
my opinion, as the Beretta sidelock below, because of the prominence of the screw heads on the Perazzi. On the
Beretta, the screws are completely invisible. Putting that aside, the engraving is magnificent.

Holland & Holland Sidelock
I could find only one picture of this Holland & Holland sidelock, but it will show you why H&H is ranked among the top
gun makers in the world:

Beretta SO3 EELL Sidelock
Unlike the guns pictured above, I own this gun. I bought it more than 30 years ago, not knowing enough about shotguns
at the time to understand what it really was, but I thought it was very pretty. (Totally coincidentally, it turns out the gun
was built the same year I graduated from law school.)
The SO series is Beretta’s top-of-the-line mechanically (best metal, sidelock trigger), and the “EELL” indicates that this
gun has the best wood and engraving that they offer. Subsequent SO models have risen to level 10 (the SO10 EELL
being the current state of the Beretta art), but this one isn’t outdated trash by any means.
The most interesting part of the engraving on this gun is the way the screws have been engraved. It is virtually
impossible to see them until they are turned out of position. Amazing, at least to me. The gold dots you see on the side
are actually pins (not screws) that hold the sidelock trigger mechanism onto the the side plate. The pin heads are on
the inside of the gun and the pins are held in place by the stock. They are not threaded (easy to lose.)
Another aspect of the gun showing the high level of artistry is the “pierced” top lever. If you look closely at the third
picture below, you will see that the part of the lever that you put your thumb on has small holes in it. The holes
correspond to, and enhance, the engraving on the lever.
Those with an eye for detail will see that the wood in the top picture is different from the wood in the last picture. The top
picture shows the gun as supplied by Beretta - a field stock with no grip and no recoil pad. I wanted to use this gun to
shoot trap, so I asked Wenig put a new stock on it that duplicated the fit of my Kolar. That is the wood you see on the
last picture below. Note that an adjustable comb was also added - something you virtually never see in a high-end field
gun.
Whoever originally ordered this gun knew what he was doing. It has two sets of O/U barrels - one shorter set, with fairly
open chokes, for shooting upland birds, and a second barrel set, about two inches longer with fairly tight chokes, for
shooting waterfowl.
But the guy (me) who tried to turn it into a trap gun wasted his time (and money). The gun shoots where I point it (very
well), but the gun is too light and the rib is too close to the barrel for trap shooting. The light weight is great for a gun
which is going to be carried around fields all day, when you shoot perhaps 50 shells over the course of a couple hours.
But if you shoot 50 shells in 20 minutes, you get a sore shoulder because the light weight of the gun results in a lot of
recoil. To make matters worse, with rapid shooting, the barrel heats up fairly quickly, so the low rib gives me a pretty
wavy picture after about 15-20 shots in quick succession. But I still shoot trap with it now and then, it’s a real joy to
shoot. Oh, and don’t worry - the gun can be returned to its original factory field gun configuration in about 20 minutes.

Below is a shot of the Beretta with the thumb screw latches pulled up (they are spring loaded!). See if you can find the
outlines of the latches in the photo above.

Kolar T/A combo
This gun is also mine. I bought it new, with a silver or “coin” finish and ultimately decided to have it engraved and then
blued instead of the usual Kolar silver finish. It came out well, but if you look closely you will see the downside to
engraving a finished gun - the receiver metal was hardened as a part of the normal manufacturing process, which
makes it very difficult for the engraver to go deep into the metal. As a result, the engraving is slightly flatter than what
you see on guns that are engraved before being hardened.

To give a better sense of the engraving process, below are some pictures of my Kolar receiver after it was engraved,
but before it was blued:

My wife thinks I should have retained the silver finish.

Ted K.

I don’t think so, and she’s not threatening divorce, so it’s going to stay blue. 
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