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ORDER OF PRESENTATION
• The Development of a Regime for Oil Pollution Preparedness,
Response and Cooperation
• International Legal Framework for Oil Pollution Preparedness,
Response and Cooperation
• Regional Initiatives to Address the Issue of Oil Pollution Response
• Bilateral Initiatives taken by Guyana to Coordinate Preparedness and
Response

THE DEVELOPMENT OF A REGIME FOR OIL POLLUTION
PREPAREDNESS, RESPONSE AND COOPERATION
• International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution of the
Sea by Oil 1954 (OILPOL)
• Torrey Canyon disaster of 1967 (What measures are in place to
prevent oil pollution from ships?)
• International Convention Relating to Intervention on the High
Seas in Cases of Oil Pollution Casualties 1969 (Intervention
Convention)
• International Convention for the Prevention of Pollutions from
Ships 1973 (MARPOL)

INTERNATIONAL LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR OIL POLLUTION
PREPAREDNESS, RESPONSE AND COOPERATION
• The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 1982 (UNCLOS) is the framework
convention for developing laws and policies to manage the world’s oceans.
• Part XII – Protection and Preservation of the Marine Environment (Sections 2 and 3 are
significant as they deal with the issues of Global and Regional Cooperation and Technical
Assistance to developing States on the issue of the protection and preservation of the
Marine Environment)
• Article 197- Cooperation on a Global or regional basis
• Article 198 – Notification of imminent or actual damage
• Article 199 – Contingency plans against pollution
• Article 202- scientific and technical assistance to developing States
• Article 203 – Preferential treatment for developing States

INTERNATIONAL LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR OIL POLLUTION
PREPAREDNESS, RESPONSE AND COOPERATION
• The International Convention on Oil Pollution Preparedness, Response and
Co-operation 1990 (OPRC 90) is the (IMO) international instrument that
provides a framework designed to facilitate international co-operation and
mutual assistance in preparing for and responding to major oil pollution
incidents and requires States to plan and prepare by developing national
systems for pollution response in their respective countries, and by
maintaining adequate capacity and resources to address oil pollution
emergencies.
• Article 3 – Oil pollution emergency plans
• Article 4 – Oil pollution reporting procedures
• Article 5 – Action on receiving an oil pollution report

OPRC CONT’D
• Article 6- National and Regional systems for preparedness and
response
• Article 7 – International Cooperation in pollution response
• Article 9 – Technical Cooperation
• Article 10 – Promotion of bilateral and multilateral cooperation
in preparedness and response

REGIONAL INITIATIVES TO ADDRESS THE ISSUE OF OIL
POLLUTION RESPONSE
• United Nations Conference on the Human Environment in Stockholm (1972)
recommended that governments adopt effective national measures for the
control of all significant sources of marine pollution and concentrate and
coordinate their actions regionally and where appropriate internationally.
• The United Nations General Assembly established UNEP in 1973, now UN
Environment which developed the Regionals Seas Programme (RSP).
• The objective was to promote regional marine pollution control programmes in
areas that for geographical, ecological or political reasons were perceived to
have common interests.
• Each RSP was to develop an Action Plan tailored to the needs and priorities of
the region.
• For the Wider Caribbean Region that Action Plan was translated to the
Convention for the Protection and Development of the Marine Environment of
the Wider Caribbean Region 1983 (Cartagena Convention)

CARTAGENA CONVENTION
• The Cartagena Convention has three (3) protocols one of which is – the
Protocol Concerning Cooperation in Combating Oil Spills in the Wider
Caribbean Region.
• Article 3 – enactment of legislation and the preparation of contingency
plans, development of capability to respond to oil spill incidents, etc
• Article 4 – Exchange of Information
• Article 5 – Communication of information concerning and the reporting of
oil spill incidents
• Article 6 – mutual assistance within the capability of each state and the
facilitation by the receiving States.

CARTAGENA CONVENTION
• The Regional Marine Pollution Emergency, Information and Training Centre
(REMPEITC-Caribe) was established under the Cartagena Convention to
address issues related to oil pollution and response.
• REMPEITC- Caribe developed two Regional oil pollution contingency plans,
the Caribbean Island OPRC Plan and the central America OPRC Plan.
• They provide guidelines for mobilization in the event of an incident in the
region.
• The national contingency plans are supposed to complement the regional
plan.

BILATERAL INITIATIVES TAKEN BY GUYANA TO
COORDINATE PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE
Trinidad and Tobago
• MOU on Energy Sector Cooperation between the Cooperative Republic of
Guyana and the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago- September 2018
• Article 2(f) – the development of policies, plans and protocols relating to
health, safety and the environment and the establishment of procedures to
prevent and respond to operational accidents may result in damage,
environmental impacts and personal injury:
• Specific agreements for implementation
Suriname
• First round of Discussions - March 2019

CONCLUSIONS
• The IMO currently offers a number of routes to provide technical assistance
to developing States Parties.
• Training Courses should be attended by decision makers or those trained
should be involved in the decision making process should an actual incident
occur.
• A well prepared national contingency plan provides the roadmap for
decision- making at both the management and operational level and
provides a clear description of the roles and responsibilities for those
organizations and individuals involved in the response.
• Ultimately, the responsibility of oil spill preparedness and response belongs
to the State.

