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Some Thoughts from the I nland Wes|it M
John VanDer Wal ker

2022 has been yet another year of unusual event|s.
against its neighbor Ukraine. As a community wjg ha
righteous indignation for the pain, suffering aljpd d
vi ol ence. This war reminds us, as should all w@ar s,
proclaim peace and foll ow that proclamation witlh a
There is a | ot for us to be concerned about, bu t h
had a good camping season with two well attendell re
retre in Montana. Mi ssion center conference |Was
rich outpouring of the Holy Spirit through fellfpwsh
I think ur gathering ministr yg hel nadli t ho
to reconnect not only with fri b ar a
pandemic, but also with the paks nif com
Chri st The planning for the 5 . ‘ g he o
involved with) was eased by t hS§ e N ¥ BaEAR. 1 | o | k
stretch themselves for the wel ‘ aud
silver star for alor for his il
pots and pans in the kitchen ech
silver star for the traveling jati
winter and spring so that she &8 3 nvi
congregations to participate and volunteer for s er v
to | ead the effort, handed the MC staff a nearl|y fi
deal of details that made the reunion speci al
The Ut ah r &Hungdoynw wmadayandards with half of attefdee:
Leadership by Carla and her crew was outstandinfg an
of Bohemian Rhapsody during the Variety show, (|ior
talent show). It was my pleasure to spend the [(Week
each ot her. One of the special times of the welgk f
hi ke through the campground and shared with me hei
where they would Hipde tfor pmatyhe ngt hwmr younger ylflears
invited into that sacred part of their stories.
As we move into the dark part of the year when he

(Continue@ o0 2p2aghkhough
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(Continued?2)f rBorm dpgaegeof Hope
At this time in the meeting Denise invited us |[to ce
hand.
We have been blessed by the ministries of manyl appo
I nland West Mission Center Some of those appointe
support of the Bridge of Hope honors the sacri|jfices
the church, providing for them the income that] was
join the ranks of church empl oyees. Thank youw for
(Continued1)f r200n2 2p aTgheo ught s
mi ght | ook forward to winter with some melancholy o
weat her of temperate mont hs. We may, on the other
from the hectic pace of summer months (I sound | i ke
work that has been neglected inside, maybe evegn som
This beginning time of seasonal darkness coincli des
darkness | ooking forward to the Ilight of Chri st bur
observe Advent, one of the best is to go to church
home congregati on Another is to take up a spiritu
As | consider the ancient image of Christ being the
Webb Space Telescope that is sending to us extjraord
from us. The i mages are amaziong gahntd arJeu scto npioksee da b
film, only so much more. This contraption of |moder
been traveling through space for billions of ylears
of the wuniverse. It is no wonder we associatje 1lig
sal vati on, |l ight reveals to us the unimaginablje gen
l'ive, and it is in light that we can |l ove as dhri st
redemption for a world that really is a mess
This year has been a tough one with economic, Jcl i ma
experiences of community in the small ways we Jhave
given us an example of the Kingdom of God and |t he |
|l o, the darkness could not overcome it. May ylou be
the Iight of Christ shine brightly in and through vy
I nl and West Mission Center
2022 Cal endar

1 Mets Coffee time7: 3adaumdakRaci fic [/ 8:300 am |[Mount
T Wome® Gathering: Meeting once al@omMtOh aom. s Plaedtf &

11: 00 a.m. Mountain (watch NewsBrief to see [dates
9 World Conferedeeé.; 2ARBI |
7 Red Cliffe REuInl,on2Hund,gshvy | | e, uUuT
T Spectacul ar, I ndependdmde/, Gr2eb2e3l and: July
9 Sami sh Reunion (joining 2w82%, B2Z202Reuni on) : July
1 Mission Center Conf 8m@eOcde:berSelpt emMR2e3r, Boi se, I D
More details about these events wildl be in futjure c
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Cairns Along the Way
By Carla Long

At a recent church service, John VanbDer Wal ker spok
wayCairns are piles of rocks that people have buil
monument s, navigati ofHely'!aildssasorhejriedt t o say,

I have made a | ot of spiritual cairns in my |ifet.i
When | was growing up, my biggest dhieryi tsthalp eda imren
and mol ded me and moved me i nftho stehe ppearigamlt tcati rin s,
to Graceland University and then into World Servic
the Philippines and in RPhestsm@iniat dalr @aiyremas tamat hla
bigger and more solid than they were before, as th
work for the church for the rest of my I|life. After
realized that there were times when those carins w
there were times when | felt | ike I had traveled a
and difficult times on the journey, and even thoug|
was someti mesBhartdhen, fandther cairn would pop up
again

After living and working in Ca then E
pointed me again out west, to t Mi ss|
CentEBvyen though Utah was a new Mor |l d t
(in a | ot of ways!), | felt at reater
Mi ssi on ICefnetletr .1 i ke peopl e her Kansa
roots (wihikdpplendnso much in th Austr e
California or Europe! Jt,ouautd ywh my
when | talked about going deer teen ol
actually driven a tractor out , n
eye | appreciated this more

't wa here that | was all owe d===} \ er an.i
I n California and Europe, I h a many a strati v
well, and they took up most of my ti me, but here,
coursel!) were | ess, so | was able to slow down and
down and talk and |isten and be enveloped by he s
recognize and know i t. I could sit with the ear s
to move forward. I could be with the someti me sl o
I was grateful for the time. That is what I I ar ne:
I l earned to sl ow down. [ | eamnedt tmavi ndpef a@ti r @
for them, they still cCome. [ | earned t hémtn &b i's
even surée dwhiantg,l but even more so in the more @qui et
And | have | earned so much more from the wond@rf ul
and those |l essons will continue to carry me f@rwar
am deeply appreciative of the | ove and suppor and
years in the Inland West, for welcoming my f ajily
open arms in every place we found ourselves, nd f
those cairns that God continues to put i n my at h,
di recti a@m cwahlelreed It o go.

Your |l essons wil/| not soon be forgotten. I a gr af
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Supporting Our Children,a-'-"-—‘b—'-t\h Thr
YES Fund |
YES Fund |
Thank you for your generous Gontl Il the
Youth Empower ment Support Fund (1000000 lhe YES
established to help youth and c hyso00.00 |ghout
be able to attend camps/reunions pectac
approved activities. YES Fundé& Iof$8000.00 Ing the
youst hregi stration feel—'soranrdartyrayveed$7ooo_oo |
been able to cover all of the ai|’ (! and V
participants. I$6,000.oo |
The balance in the YES Fund is al®00000 Ir 30,
$5,747.23 | $4,000.00 |
Mi ssion Center Fundraising Goal 1$3,000.00 Ito i nc
to $10,000. 00. |$2,000_00 |
I |
Watch for updates in mission cen|$1’°°°-00 jations
goal . _ $0.00
Ways you can give to the YES Funl I
9 Make an Honor or Me mor i al Gifb~ _____ __/of a |
1T Have a congregational or group fundraiser.

Mar k your B®8ckiamdéioyour Congregat.
money to the Mission Center Office
and chiAlndr guestions please soathet @8ahedshtr.Doercgk er a

g
f
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onal Financi al (
to administer.
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