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Luz is currently Executive Director of
Unidos Now. She has a proven track record of bringing people together and has
extensive experience in communitybuilding and engagement. She previously
served as Program Director for Healthy
Start Manatee and as a Community
Health Director for the Florida Department
of Health in Manatee County. Luz is passionate about education, health, cultural
competency, and understanding the social determinants influencing socioeconomic wellbeing. Her significant work
includes developing and overseeing diverse community-based initiatives to empower underserved and at-risk communities via prevention and education.

WWW.DWCManatee.com

January Guest Speaker is
Luz Corcuera

As an immigrant woman, Luz knows
firsthand the challenges of integrating into
a new community and sees education as
the path out of poverty—values that she
instilled in her own children.

DWC Luncheon
January 10th 2017, 11:30 AM
4350 El Conquistador Pkwy

Luz has been recognized with numerous
awards for building strong relationships in
the Manasota region with private, public,
faith-based, and civic organizations to
close the education achievement gap, reversing negative health trends, and empowering people to civic integration.

Bradenton, FL

Please make your reservations by
January 5th, 2017
(Sandra Gander at 941.758.7187 or
email to san.gander@gmail.com)

Attending with Luz Corcuera will be
Leslye Trujillo, a Manatee High School
senior and a nominee in the vocational
category for the Golden Herald Awards

Menu: Buffet includes salad, grilled
chicken, cold cuts, cheeses, bread
and cookie
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Welcome 2017 from Patty:
I wish all a happy and healthy New Year. I hope your holiday season
was a happy time for you and yours.
We are off to another year of wondering what will happen to our country. I can never nor will I ever support the Trump.
We must return to a country that cares about the environment, education, children, seniors, health issues and immigration reform.
We have had more people sign up for ACA this sign up period and they
all need to be serviced. People who could never afford help insurance are now covered. I know of a woman
and her daughter who were paying over $700 a month and now are paying a quarter of that amount for
the same coverage. Florida would not be in the mess they are in today if the Republican governors had taken the subsidies from Washington.
I challenge every person that wants to beat women back into the ice ages take a real look at what women
have done to make it better for all of us. I am asking that you all call the Republicans in the Florida legislature and our Washington delegates as to your concerns. It takes only a minute of your time. Every time
something is mentioned in the news about dismantling our programs, I would like you to make a phone
call. We hope they will hear us.
Do not forget Mr. Stuebe and the gun issue in our schools. I do not know where these ideas come from?

Again, we must work together to continue the fight for future generations.
DWC of Manatee President Patty Benson

UPCOMING EVENTS TO REMEMBER
There will be more to come on the Solidarity walk on
January 21st in Sarasota over the Ringling Bridge. It
will start at 12 and end at 4PM. If you are not a
walker, you can wave signs and support the
marchers. We can meet at Target Shopping Center
and car pool to Sarastoa.
Take Stock in Children Prayer Breakfast on Thursday,
January 26th @ 7:30 -9:00 AM. It is held in the
Bradenton Convention Center on Haben Blvd. The
cost is $50.
Martin Luther King, Jr. weekend is held on
January 14-16 th .
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MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 13, 2016 MEETING OF THE
DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF MANATEE COUNTY
Mary Duda, President, called the meeting to order at 11:37 AM at the IMG Golf Club dining room.
A quorum was declared as 47 members were present. After the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silence observed, she introduced new members and guests. DWCF Region VII, Betty Gissendanner briefly addressed the club.
Mary will be stepping down as president since she will be busy chairing the 2017 State DWC Convention. By acclimation, Patty Benson was voted in as the new President and Joanie LeBaron
was voted in as the new Treasurer to take the place of Barbara Bohner. Sandy Gander will serve
as chair of the Hospitality and Calling Committee, replacing Hazel Green.
The President circulated a petition for signatures that will go to the Manatee County Commissioners urging them to deny all phosphate mining applications. She talked about the January 21
Women’s March and gave an update on how plans were progressing on the 2017 State DWC
Convention. Mary sadly reported that Marilyn Allen, a longtime member of our club, had passed
away.
IMG Golf Club has advised that they will only offer two choices for meals next year. Some members have not liked, and cannot eat, the vegetarian choice which was usually a pasta dish. A possible solution would be to have a buffet instead of a set meal. A majority of the members liked that
idea so the President will pursue this with the IMG staff.
Mary reminded everyone that 2017 club dues of $25 are due and that the annual group Christmas
photo of club members will be taken immediately after the luncheon.
Carol Graves surprised and delighted everyone by bringing a wagon full of Christmas gifts to the
meeting. She had purchased and beautifully wrapped a gift for everyone at the luncheon.
1st VP, Patty Benson presented a list of future programs for next year and suggested not having a
scholarship fundraiser, but still be able to present scholarships if club members donate money.
Everyone loved her idea. Patty also spoke about Hillary Clinton’s disappointing loss.

2nd VP Sharon Davie asked new members to pick up and fill out applications from her so she will
have contact information. It was announced that there is $2,412.22 in the treasury. Mary Young
generously volunteered to visit any members who were hospitalized.
During lunch, the club was entertained by the Booker and Sarasota High School Singers who presented a wonderful Christmas caroling program.
After the 50/50 raffle was drawn everyone assembled downstairs for the group photo. The meeting was adjourned at 1:15 PM.
Linda Gallen, Recording Secretary
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Donald Trump’s cabinet picks
aren’t just awful. They’re an intentional dumpster fire.
By Bill Palmer, Palmer Report
From the moment Donald Trump was named “presidentelect” on election night, it was apparent that he would have
difficulty putting together a respectable cabinet. Too many
serious Republican and Democratic politicians had already
publicly distanced themselves from his erratic, racist, sexist, moronic campaign, as had
most top military minds of any political persuasion. But with roughly half of Trump’s
nominees now in place, it’s become clear that he’s not simply making bad choices out of
necessity. He’s purposely putting the most inappropriate person he can think of in each
role.
Ben Carson stands out as the most notorious example because he’s a psychologically
compromised man who admitted to being an attempted murderer and who was last
seen rambling about Lucifer during the Republican Convention. Carson also recently
admitted trough his spokesman he doesn’t view himself as being qualified for any cabinet position. And yet Donald Trump has apparently begged Carson to go ahead and become his Secretary of Housing and Urban Development – a position for which he has no
qualifications and rather obviously no interest.

If Trump couldn’t find any highly qualified people who wanted to be his HUD Secretary,
he could have simply picked some longtime middling HUD employee to be Secretary. At
least such a person would have had experience in the agency, and known what HUD
does, and for that matter known what the letters “HUD” stand for. But instead Trump
made a point of choosing a lunatic like Ben Carson, perhaps because he wanted the optics of having a black guy in charge of HUD, or perhaps because he simply finds putting a
demonstrably crazy person in charge of a government agency to be mischievously funny.
But while Carson was the worst possible pick for HUD Secretary, he may not even the
worst pick in Trump’s cabinet.
Elsewhere we’ve got Michael Flynn for Trump’s National Secretary Advisor, even though
he previously lost his job in the military in part because he gave classified information
to Pakistan without anyone’s approval. Trump is also eyeing David Petraeus for Secretary of State, an ex-con who may not be able to travel outside the country to fulfill to
fulfill the job because he’s still on probation from when he gave classified information
to his mistress. But these hard core criminals make the list before we get to the outright
cartoonish appointments.
Trump announced today that he’s putting Linda McMahon, an executive from World
Wrestling Entertainment, in charge of the Small Business Administration. This is a woman who made her fortune by staging fake wrestling matches for entertainment. This one
doesn’t even sound like it could be real, and yet here is, right here on CNBC. I t seems
the sports world is just as distressed over the McMahon pick as the political world is.
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The other news today was that Donald Trump had picked Scott Pruitt to be the head of
the Environmental Protection Agency. I briefly mistook this to mean that he had
picked former NASCAR driver Scott Pruett (whose name is spelled slightly differently), which wouldn’t have been a shock considering his other pick today was from the
wresting federation. But as it turns out, the Scott Pruitt in question is a climate
change denier. I n retrospect, the race car guy probably w ould have been a less
horrible pick to run the EPA.
Oh, and did we mention that all around too-easy punchline Sarah Palin appears to be in
line to be head of the Veterans Administration for no apparent reason? This is a
mockery. Donald Trump isn’t making weak cabinet picks out of necessity, or even due
of a lack of scrutiny. Because these aren’t bad picks. They’re intentionally bad picks.
Every one of them appears to be a carefully crafted middle finger to mainstream America, just to mess with everyone. And he may only be making these nightmare picks to
distract from his own corruption, so he can scapegoat them down the road. The
pushback from Democrats in the confirmation hearings for these dumpster fire nominees is likely to be the stuff of legend.

I would like to thank Mary Bass for contributing the poem below. It’s nice to read, take
a deep breath and realize the importance of life during such a turbulent political time.

HAPPINESS
The way to happiness
Keep your heart free from hate
Your mind from worry
Live Simply
Expect little
Give much
Fill your life with love
Scatter sunshine
Forget self, think of others
Do as you would be done by
Try to make the world a better place
It will make you feel better
5

January Highlights in US Women’s History
 January 3, 1949 – Margaret Chase Smith (R-Maine) starts her tenure in the Senate, where she stays in
office until 1973, became the first woman to serve in both the House and Senate as she previously served in
the House (1940-49)
 January 5, 1925 – Nellie Tayloe Ross is inaugurated as the first woman Governor in U.S. history (Governor
of Wyoming)
 January 7, 1896 – Fanny Farmer’s first cookbook is published in which she standardized cooking measurements
 January 7, 1955 – Marian Anderson is the first African American woman to sing at the Metropolitan
Opera
 January 8, 1977 – Pauli Murray is ordained as the first female African American Episcopal priest
 January 11, 1935 – Amelia Earhart makes the first solo flight from Hawaii to North America
 January 12, 1932 – Hattie Wyatt Caraway (D-Arkansas) is the first woman elected to the U.S. Senate, becomes the first woman to chair a Senate Committee and the first to serve as the Senate’s presiding officer
 January 25, 1980 – Mary Decker became the first woman to run a mile under 4 1/2 minutes, running it at
4:17.55
January 29, 1926 – Violette Neatly Anderson is the first black woman to practice law before the U.S. Supreme Court

LETS ALL CONTACT OUR LEGISLATIVE REPRESENTATIVES
It’s easy to do just go to https://www.usa.gov/elected-officials. You can call,
email or mail a letter to everyone from your State Representatives to the
President.

CALL, WRITE, EMAIL! OUR VOICES MUST BE HEARD!

Reservations for lunch:
Sandy Gander will be the new leader for reservations. (email address for Sandy is: san.gander@gmail.com; phone number is 7587187) For those not at the meeting in December , we will be doing
a buffet which includes: soup, salad, cold cuts, cheese, salad fixings, tuna fish for the vegetarians, rolls, bread, grilled chicken, and
a cookie. The cost is still $17 because they have raised all their prices a $1.00.
We will still have the callers. Remember you must pay for the meal
even if you missed the meeting. Reservations by Thursday before
the meeting.
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Rick Scott rejects Bar’s nominees for state’s judicial panels
Gov. Rick Scott has rejected all suggestions from The Florida Bar to fill vacancies in several of the
state’s Judicial Nominating Commissions (JNC), the panels that recommend lawyers for judgeships.
The latest rejections now add up to at least 90 of the Bar’s recommendations for JNC openings that
Scott has turned down since taking office in 2011, according to Bar records.
Other names that Scott rejected over the years include Vero Beach lawyer Erin Grall, now a Republican state representative, and nationally known civil-rights attorney Ben Crump of Tallahassee.
On Dec. 27, William Spicola, Scott’s general counsel, wrote a letter to Bar President William J.
Schifino Jr., saying the governor wanted the Bar to start over and offer different recommendations for all the current openings. He did not give a reason.

“The Governor understands and appreciates The Bar’s time and effort in vetting and selecting nominees for appointment,” Spicola wrote. “Thank you for your important work, and we look forward to receiving additional names for consideration.”
A judicial nominating commission has nine members. “Five members are appointed directly by the Governor, and the Bar sends nominations to the Governor to fill the remaining four spots,” the
Bar’s website explains.
The governor must select from the Bar’s recommendations, but state law allows for the governor to
“reject all of the nominees recommended for a position and request that the (Bar) submit a new list.”
There is now one “lawyer vacancy” in each of five JNCs: the ones for the 2nd District Court of Appeal,
the 3rd District Court of Appeal, and the 6th, 7th, and 20th Judicial Circuits.
The 15 rejected nominees are:


Thomas H. Dart, Sarasota



Jamie B. Schwinghamer, Estero



Amy S. Farrior, Tampa



Elliott B. Kula, Surfside



Natalie P. Thomas, Tampa



Lisa Lehner, Miami



Debora A. Diaz, Tarpon Springs



Effie D. Silva, Miami



Robert H. Dillinger, St. Petersburg



Aaron Delgado, Daytona Beach



Hugh C. Umsted, New Port Richey



Erum S. Kistemaker, Daytona Beach



Sonia M. Diaz, Naples



Horace Smith Jr., Ormond Beach



Kelley G. Price, Naples

The Bar is now taking applications, due Feb. 6, for the next set of nominations.
By: Jim Rosica, Florida Politics
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A Special Thank you goes out
to Carol Graves for playing
Secret Santa to all of our club
members!
Great Job Carol

Our Daily Bread Food Pantry
Please remember those less fortunate than ourselves with the food bank.
Last month’s total was 87 pounds.
Don’t forget to donate to Healthy Start. They too are in need year round.

It is with a heavy heart that I include the article below. After 20 years of serving the Bradenton,
Sarasota HIV community, the Sarasota’s Board of Adjustment has decided the location for
Bethesda House does not qualify for a food bank.
Thank you for all of your past support. Brian Heavrin

County Is Closing the Bethesda House Food Pantry
SARASOTA, Fla. -- "I'm shocked and I'm horrified," said one Bethasda House client.
That's how one Bradenton woman feels after hearing the news that the food pantry portion of the Bethesda
House on 4th Street in Sarasota is being forced to close. She has had HIV for 20 years and tells us she relies
very heavily on these nutritional foods and services that are provided.
"This is a wonderful, good program, great people and it just impacts my life tremendously so I'm very sad," said
the woman who wanted to remain anonymous.
On Wednesday, the city's Board of Adjustment decided that Bethesda House does not qualify as a food pantry
under the current zoning regulations. City officials say they're just following the rules that are in place.
"Unfortunately, we weren't aware of the activity taking place, but once we were we did have to take action on
it," said Gretchen Schneider, general manager of Sarasota's Planning and Development.
Workers say these aren't just any foods. There's a wide variety of healthy choices that they have been providing to hundreds of clients for more than 25 years.
"The nutrition is key, in maintaining their wellness, their well being to eat properly, receive high protein foods
and that's where we come in," said Colleen McMenamin, a program director with Bethesda House.
Bethesda House is overseen by Catholic Charities and St. Martha Catholic Church. The CEO of Catholic
Charities says they will still provide services to those with HIV/Aids at the same location, minus the food. In a
statement released to us by the Diocese of Venice they say this decision by the city is disturbing.
"You're making it more difficult for them to get the help that they need," said Peter Routsis-Arroyo, CEO of
Catholic Charities for the Diocese of Venice, "in a city where it's Christmas time of all times, they make a decision that we need to shut down this food fulfillment portion of our program."
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DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF MANATEE CLUB OFFICERS/LEADERS 2016-2017

OTHER OFFICERS

ELECTED OFFICERS
President

941-758-4610

Patty Benson

pattybenson43@gmail.com

1st VP (Programs)

941-758-4610

Pat Benson

pattybenson43@gmail.com

Sharon Davie

941-792-9580

2nd VP (Membership)

samrosey@tampabay.rr.com

Recording Secretary

941-792-1670

Linda Gallen

lcgallen@verizon.net

Treasurer

941– 402-213- 0769

Joanie LaBaron

joanielabaron0108@gmail.com

Regional Representative

941.-748-8536

Mary Bass

marygbass@gmail.com

Fund-Raising

Pat Benson 941-758-4610
pattybenson43@gmail.com

Hospitality/
Calling

Sandra Gander 941-758-7187
san.gander@gmail.com

Candidate
Search

Vicki Waters 941-753-9741
vwaters@earthlink.net

Parliamentarian

Fay Murphy 941-758-5140
faymurph@aol.com

Web Master

Jeanne Yeagle 941-755-7426
yeagluce@verizon.net

Newsletter and
Directory

Brian Heavrin 941-545-5788
blh3011@gmail.com

Environmental and Mary Duda 941-708-0713
Legislative Liasion mcmduda@aol.com
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Corresponding
Secretary

Vicki Wayman 941-567-6695
VickiWaman@tampabary.rr.com

Bylaws Chair

Mary Duda 941-708-0713
mcmduda@aol.com

Manatee County Democratic Women’s Club
6403 Heritage Lane
Bradenton, FL 34209

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

Elected Officials
CONTACT OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

OUR FLORIDA SENATORS

PRESIDENT
Barack Obama (D)
www.whitehouse.gov

202-456-1414
(switchboard) 202-456-1111

U.S. SENATORS

Arthenia Joyner (D-Distr. 19)

850-487-5019

Joyner.Arthenia.web@flsenate.gov

813-233-4277

Bill Galvano (R-Distr. 26)

850-487-5026

Galvano.Bill.web@flsenate.gov

941-741-3401

OUR FLORIDA REPRESENTATIVES

Bill Nelson (D)
www.BillNelson.senate.gov

202-224-5274
813-225-7040

Marco Rubio (R)
www.MarcoRubio.senate.gov

202-224-3041
813-287-5035

U.S. REPRESENTATIVES
Vern Buchanan (R-Distr. 16)

202-225-5015

www.Buchanan.house.gov
Tom Rooney (R- Distr. 17)

941-747-9081
202-205-5792

www.Rooney.house.gov

941-575-9101

GOVERNOR
Rick Scott (R)
850-488-7146
www.flgov.com/contact-gov-scott/email-the governor
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Darryl Rouson (D-Distr. 70)

850-717-5070

Darryl.Rouson@myfloridahouse.gov

941-708-8570

Jim Boyd (R-Distr. 71)

850-717-5071

Jim.Boyd@8myfloridahouse.gov

941-708-4968

Greg Steube (R-Distr. 73)

850-717-5073

Greg.Steube@myfloridahouse.gov

941-907-2810

