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AUDUBON SOCIETY
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: Mon Nov. 20 ; Regular meeting, Centennlal Iuseum, U~T;E.E. campus Rege.ber all the
7 30 P. M.s;*ibeautlful blooms in the desert. late summer and.fall? John Green, Botanist
Soand. photographer, ‘has made a slide collection Qf the extraordlnary flower
~ show we had this season. John is plant inspector for the U. S. Customs and
© has a thorough knowladge of the pldnts of our area. ! L
* Sat. Nov. ll o Lo e -
7230 A, d. . Field trips to check Christnas count territories. Please~aall tﬂe leaqers
Lo ~and join a count group on their terrltory. Leaders are' Bill Hunt, from Anaprs
crossing up the Rio Grande river banks, ineluding Cement Lake region 1o Countly “
Club Road. woill Hunt's telephone 591-5630; Ruby Allen and Gertrude Rose, L
telephone 584-0171, residential area in Country Club district, county roads,
, ,irrlgatmon ditches, fee fishing lakes; Rita Ward, iemorial Park, yards and gaviens)
. in vieinmity, tel. 565-4414; Clarence and Libby Shelfer, 508-7774, Mountain Park
_ residential area; ascarate Lake, Caroline McClintock, 565-3566; canyons on Trans.-
- Mountsain Road, Phelps-Dodge coollnw ponds, Geth and Ed Wnite 565-1024; Tom Mays
. Park 1s¥open for a leader and counters; Coronado residential area, Joan Pierce,
- 584=1779. Informal birding in territories can be done during the week also by
da . mutual agreement. Please report unusual finds to Clarence Shelfer, 5a8-7774 ‘
Sat. Nov. 18  He will coordinate the count and Ruby AlLen compile when she returns holluaytlH9~"
"7:30 A, .  If you need checklists, there are o Lo e L ;
. i ‘some at Centennlal Museum and at-
 the Waite's residence.
- If you would like to try tape
[recordlngs of owls or rails,
' you can borrow a cassette tape
 and meke up your own from the
'Whites. ,~ :
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ﬁockgort on Octo. 21~22
every obaoter, noulslana,’

‘ Natlaual Auduoon hopes to keepmln closer
touch wit ; napters in future. A hot
line for cigseru i

mental affa1r3"that need quick agtion was =

proposed. This sane idea on a regional basis
was dlscusser at the W1lderness Conferbncek

Incor@oratlon was urged Dy
audubon Society to saf feguard 1nd1v1ﬁu,
are aeapers in the svent of a lawsuit, as v
as. 1ﬂsurance‘ uates are very low for non~
proflﬁ groups such as ourselves.. .

f‘,Edu”“tlon and ycutm 1nvolvenv

i8] 38
to go wlth the slldes vhlca wmli be vailable
to any: group requesting the ﬂaterldl.‘
tlﬁe will be & half hour. nembers who will
saea& to groups or lead an outdoors wall: are
Rev. Bill Hunt;: Boo Barto and:Geth White.

If you could give a program-on any. natural ¥

history. subject, please lgt us know and have:
 your naie as a résource persono
the createst weapon for preserv1ao the envir-
onient. ;
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‘ P T oy R. J. Barr e

dip. Barrois a pnarmaceutlcal botanist
now working ‘as a pharmaceutical salegman. e
gives us these interésting notes on the showy
green shrub with small reé frults lining irri-
getion ditches. :
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nfeglons in allfqennf"entsa. Comﬂ‘n names
in southwestern United States dnd’ north
wico ares  wolfberry, desert~tiorn, SQuaw~

;fﬂom Lycia; an ancient
Ca 100 specigs from

Sonora) cilinirillo (Coaauila) garambullo
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land, owns flve acres of lamd that
ha&e been so«n in cotton.  Bioca year
the plants
the yield grew poorer. Fin-
b far er quitt, - Phis isgner

b aper crop of weeds. Tae
jediate nlans for land use.
tzdﬁ‘ultn the Soil Consstution

, Lf*a sre strip of this
: & habitat., We ore studylng
both netive JldABS and-nursery stock for thelr
usefulness as food ‘&nd cover.

In developing this small plot, we hope
to furnish an sxanple that can be copied else-
where in the Valley where such land is either
lying unused or being held for future develop-
sent.  Wa want also to provide an area to be
used ‘for study by schools or groups.

Byen a project as Slall as this one will |




..area.

need mahy friends and supporters if it is to
succeed. An, rzuder who wants to help may
at any time offer suggestions, and can make a
contribution by collecting aluminua or steel
cans for redeeming and recycling. You~nay
contact ae at 591~563O or 598~b735 L=

;Bill Hunt.

BIRDS Oﬂ THE MONLH, JAYS

The phone rings and a volice. LHQuires:
"what' the big blue bird with a crest, com-
ing in ‘to my fesder, sometines scolding the
other birds with a scratching voice?"

‘ ' On the basis of sheer number of inqui-
rles, the: Stellar s jays have it. They have
been seen all over £l rPaso frowm the Coronado
~foothils to idemorial Park in October and
have exeited much intersst, along with the
Serub Ja,s and a few Pinyon jays which have
come down froa the higher mountains of their
norual sumner range in a vertical migration.
.. Why are there so asny Stellar's jays in
EL Paso this fall? Scientific~reSearch has
3rov1aed some. answers in the past. ‘

‘ Irruption is a mechanisa which aelns a
mpmcles, constuntly under threat of dispos-
~scsion in their houe ranges, to invade a new

: In years of hlgh population and low
“food supnly, species resident in north tem-
perate boreal zones, for example, leave their
,utradltlonal ranges. The snowy owl, for ex-
carple, hag repeatedly irrupted southward
~ when the lemning supolj, 1ts favorlte food
was scarce.

Pine nuts are. 1mportant fooﬁ for Jays.
There was a heuvy insect infestation of the
Pcnderosa pine in the [incoln forest in the
Cloudecroft area this year which nay have -been
iore widespread than the writer!'s personal
observation. This could be & contrlbutlno
factor.

Populution pressure also prouotes range
exnansion of the young of all species. Tley
have to compete with older birds well
sstablished in feeding territories; secondly,
it seens to be innate in the young.of all
species, include homo sapiens, to explore and
live dangerously.  Wanderlust seens to be an

~an adaptive mechanisa WheréFn uural selectlo;

~pine nuts:

- pick

SR

has met ‘this contingency.-
Still another reason is the abundance‘

of natural foods this year in the lowe
deserts as a result of the heavy summer and
fall rains. Colder weather at an earlier
date in the higher altitudes could be a
part: of the ratlonale, ‘with light snow on
higher New liexican ranges in late October.~

- In iy neighborhood the Stellar's seems
to be in aseendancy, apiearing at feeders,‘
picking off the chinaberries, ash seeds and
Anunusual 1ebd1ng observation:
ftw>S l&r;Jwecmmwy1m5wwhtmjfud®*
fm‘mmmetsofa\hm;mm.q@awrwmcn
had crawled up an ash tree, twining loosely
around its branches. ALl four birds were too
heavy to be suppoLtea by the vines, losing
tiheir balance and flapping around anid loud
cries, chusing each other and raturnlnv to

of f the fruits one by one. ‘
Stellar's juys are the crested ones,
shiny dark blue on the body, black on the hs:
and orest.” It eats a variety of foods like
all gayS°"acorns, pine nuts, 1nsecms, eggs
dﬂd young of other birds.

The Scrub Jay descends to lowlands in
WLﬂte% also and is a coiton resident of the
Usper Sonoran zone. It has no crest, being
a large blue bird (about L1") with back and
shoulders deep mouse-grey . ‘The chin, throat
‘and chest are a GT&JlSﬂ wulte, streaked with
dark bluish grey, giving. the ‘appearance of ¢
necklace. Young birds have a browner aapaa
‘ance generally, without a necklace.

The Pinyon jay is smaller than the Scru.

and Stellar's jays, has no crest and is uni--
for \ly grey blue W1tn a long, hes avy bill,
They flock in the fall of the year and travem
beyond tiaeir norlal ‘sumer range, but not as
Prequently as the scrub Jajs. There have bee
several reports of pinyon jays this autumn,
and on August 29 the writer observed a flock
of six jays in one of the canyons off Treus-
viountain Road.
WILDERNESS CUuFERALCE WaS QUITE A SUCCESS.
People attending the Workshop on Oct. 28-R9
learned how to eonduct a wilderness survey.
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Leaders were familiar personally from hiking EAEISIT ON BASSET (IALL AMD NORidu TH o ALL
into various mountains in New iexico and West . was eye-ecatching andiinfornidtive. Tuw.xs to
~Texas or maltdng asrial gurveys in the Llncoln’f Joan Pisrce, chairman, hunda, JoJce, Bob and
Glla and Guudalupes, 0 . Helen Barto, Lexie ifudd and E w.ite for

oo There is tobe a public hedrlng on tne . the cobined efforts i Dutbl g together the
Gll& Wilderness widch is progosedfﬂn ‘the ' }01solay, Eharks also=to ¥ oore and

: ,,fxron and Grant in New ifexico, o ,;Booerta W“hco : on the posters
caper. 16 in the Convention Ceater, which are g01ng to be re ~0Jcle& on another
ad suni: Rooms, alouruuerque, Ne Hexy p he: gguts and. for publlclty

atlon oooths.

'Tde new wilderness: orooosal COVufu 514, 678

e Yourmay write your views to tle Regional f
orestery )l? Gold,quﬂue S& Alourquaroue,'

QK - g:GHEﬁPﬁ@ ”IRJS entltled Les
= Coalapas, by i uzl alvares del Toro
vituto de Historia Natural, Deptq, de

, . > 110nlsts vieus are 1msortdnt ag oo
the Fa’est berv1oa is all too prone to lleea’;°'
to tlnber interests, graszing Jaterests and.

'su“or local, short-term gains. Only L/2 Apartado Post.l No. 6, Tuxtle

. of our land is-in wilderness. The nsed R errezy. CuiagaS, lexicos 82 color plates
; uch for us but for future ”eﬁef&UlOﬁS».ﬂoverlﬁ ~all species found within thé Stute
LHTel, CONSERVATION .,,UCATIOL\ L ;umams) is selling at cost 116.50.

~ sed an escarpient site as a oub~k‘[,,~_g . Alvarsz, the first to sound the alarm
lic lané with designation of educational use. o on *hc qguetzal and Hsried Quan back in the 5013
- The parcel is located just east of I-10 at the is.one of Mexicols leading ornithologists and
.Clint exit, a square =mile including 640 acres. an expert on birds .of far southern Mexico.
i The group w1lt visw the floodplain site on iMrs. John Whitaker says the book is a must
NOVaﬁéer713 which includes a bosque. - . for anyone interested in’ ‘birds of rainforests
The >roup.se@s,Dhewneedffor~outdoors; . and cloud;orasts cofbidalel ] meflca.~ 1
. learning centers Tor use by +he'schoo}. system - The governor of Chiapas-is supjorting sur-
. and are inve ﬂtor/mg possible sites; a number  veys now underway toward preSer'ves for several;
of sczence vedchers aresdeve loalgg currlcala ~ooooharyds=pressed speciss ofﬁbiré"
for uge on . the qltes and. WuYS “of funﬂlng dfe’;_, qgrﬁag Guan and the Uustza
: T . ;‘wnterGSU from those wixo fo down to eagoy the
£ Lokd Ve HE S iuf'Qr the bosque on the . pirds of exica, and wio: see ‘thie need for more
Lowef Rlo G uﬂée near Socorro,. is oeing natural areas in preservationy ight be help-
studled by several groups. .There is to be a : ifuw;; Weite to hhs Goverior ox'Cnlapasr
meetiq& the last ienday in Noveloor, the 27th =~ Dr. lanuel Volusco Susrez

Aﬂ;at the VIP. 2

1, American Alrllnes, at the - S iGObarnd&or cal cedo Ce Chlapas

Reg7 Qfld..}.. tLlI‘UOT’ a7 'l}‘ ora are ﬁany aggﬂcl’- = - : Palacio de Ganisrao ;
involved and we need input from nany 1nd1v1@ualo._l” - Tuxtle Gutierres, ﬂlapao"deICO.
YOU fe;“QVthD to attend and express. your ~The Governor is bi=lingual and Jou'can write

~views, Tils is not a hearing, just an infornal Hoihiaoan mnéllgﬂn
_group. Duffy Stanley, chairman of Open Space .

',;uectlon, CltlZ“ﬂS an1ronﬂent C@uﬁ01l wlll

_.preside. : o




OFFICERS

President: Mes. Edinund White EL Paso-Truns Pecos Audupon Society dues
Vice-presidents Eddie Chew are $12 individual, $15. fanily; includes
Secretary- subscription to Audubon wmagazine, local
Treasurer: Mrs. Clarence Shelfer newgletter, participation in eco=action
Historian: Mrs. Jack Ponder matters,; field trips.

Plzase mail check to lirs. Clarence
COMITTERS Shelfer, 3050 A Chandler, EL Paso, Texas
79904,
Conservation: Bob Barto
Field Trips: BEd White Na e
HMembership: Mrs. Leigh Wilcox (Roberta)
Education: Mrs. Cearl Jones (Linda) hddress:
Street
City 4ip
OCTOBER BIND RECORDS
10/15 Scadliill Craunes (overhead) est. 500  Geth Wiite  Federal Street
10/13  Perengrine falcon (1) " NE Bl Puso
10/16  hcorn woodpecker (1) " Captive bird injured
10/2 Stellar's jays (5) numerous reports u relessed
during month i Federal Strset
10/5 Scrub jays nunerous reoords during Pederal Sirset
10/16  iaite-breasted month
nuthateh 1 GOW- & EW Federel Strest
10712  Red-ireasted nuthatch (L) lee & Joanie Hardaway = Eust ElL Paso
o oot " " (1) Joan Piercs  Wsst B. P.
10/12  Robin (6) ‘ GOW & EW Federal
10/17  Buird's sparrow GOW, EW, Byron Bsrger  Zas. EP
10/17  Clay-colored sparrow (flocks) et " East EP
10/17 8. 3 Sparrow (flocks) i u "

EL PASO<TRANS PECOS AUDUBON SOCIETY

3123 Federal

El Paso, Texas

Ave.
79930




