
Here's some generic introduction information: 
Step 1. Keep the dog and cats apart for the first week before you try an introduction. 
 
Step 2. Have your dog on leash to avoid stressing the cat and any flat-out chasing. Have your dog 
sit and take treats near the cat. Also treat the cat. If the dog can sit and take treats, allow her to 
meet the cat. Good signs are gentle investigation and wagging and respect for the cat’s defensive 
signals. Bad signs are instant attempts to chase, straining at the leash, whining, and barking. 
 
Repeat Step 2 several times before moving on. 
 
Step 3. If the intros go well, drop the leash and supervise closely. If the dog is friendly or 
cautious with the cat, don’t get involved in their interactions, except to praise and reward the dog 
for good manners. Interrupt chasing and give a time-out by removing the dog from the room. To 
make this easier, keep the dog on leash around the cat until you have worked out a routine.  
 
Step 4. Watch closely for the first few weeks. Are things getting better or worse? Supervise all 
interactions until you see a positive pattern in their relationship. Give plenty of extra attention to 
the cats so they doesn’t associate the dog with reduced attention and affection. 
 
To be absolutely safe, separate your dog and your cat when you are not at home to supervise. 
 
General advice for dog/cat households. 
 Above all, be patient. The more gradual and gentle you make the process, the better your 

chance of success. 
 Have a dog-free room (use baby-gates, cat doors) as well as high places the cat can 

access but the dog cannot. The cat needs places where she can regroup in peace and then 
venture forward into ‘dog territory’ at her own pace. Make sure food, water, and litter are 
accessible in this area.  

 Never force the cat to be close to Angel by holding her, caging her, or otherwise 
restricting her. This is stressful and, aside from being inhumane, stress is a common 
reason for cats to break litter box training. 

 Dogs should not have access to the cat litter box or feeding area—it is too stressful for 
the cat. 

 A useful management exercise for cat-dog interactions is to practice sit-stays for treats 
with your dog when the cat is present. 

 


