FLARP!
I learned a new word.  Let me explain.  I took a delightful workshop from Aarun Carter at Bill Thornhill’s house on Saturday, January 18th.  One of the first things I learned was the word, “Flarp.”  Someone was playing their tune and Aarun noticed that one note sounded off.  She said it was known as a Flarp.  It’s when the note isn’t quite flat enough if it is to be a flat, or sharp enough if it is to be a sharp.  Flarp….Perfect!  I like that word.
[bookmark: _GoBack]We had lots of discussion about several subjects such as proper placement of the shoulder rest, bow, and fiddle.  One person had their shoulder rest on backwards (I won’t mention any names).  After that was resolved, gosh, that person looked better holding the fiddle.  It was amazing.  (The high part goes on your shoulder).
We then learned the very simple version of “Miss Molly,” a Bob Wills hit written by Cindy Walker.  I was so happy to learn this because it’s a favorite of mine.  Look up on YouTube and see Aarun play it or if you want to see a wild man play it, Monte Gaylord.
Back to Flarp…… It would be a good idea for all of us to check our intonation by putting the tuner on and playing scales or even a tune to see how close you are to correct note.  I know it takes time, but it is well worth it.  You would be surprised to see how far off you can be without knowing it.  Then, try to memorize the tone and finger placement.  It’s a very good tool for improvement.
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