Hike to Dry Island Buffalo Jump Saturday, May 7th, 2016.
We departed from the AMA parking lot at 9am. It took 1 hr to reach the Provincial Park,
located 103 km SE of Red Deer. There were 30 people in all (3 were children) and the group
was split in 3 and led by Terry, Steve and Jeff.
It was a warm sunny day at 27*C.

Arriving at Dry Island Buffalo Jump Park
takes one by surprise. As you draw near, the

ground
drops
down
into a
valley
and
reveals

irregular shaped hoodoos and interesting rock and forest
outbursts. Throughout this “badlands landscape” the Red Deer River winds it’s way through the
lower forests and rocky formations.

The site was once used by the Cree native people for driving bison over the cliffs in order to
secure food for their families. It was not known exactly the site where this was done. Today,
the land is protected and the area boasts over 150 bird species, small animals and deer,
abundant flora and rare plant life, and the remains of buried dinosaur bones.

We saw a few different birds, lots of interesting flowers and vegetation, and a tarp covered
excavation site. We ran into a few other hikers up top on the ridge and saw many more people
down in the valley who appeared they might be canoeing and rafting on the river.
This was my first time to this area. I was in awe of the beautiful scenery and the unique
landscapes that seemed to change continuously in every possible direction. In my group, we
travelled up and down the rocks descending to the lower ground and then upwards towards the
ridge. The earth was dry and the clay was cracked. One had to be mindful of their footing at
all times, as the earth could easily give way. There appeared to be numerous tunnels and
cavelike opening spread sporadically throughout the formations. Cacti and colorful lichen and
mosses grew on the rocks. When you reached the top of the ridge, you were suddenly
soothed by the cool temperate breezes that blew across the valley. And each time, you’d see
a new view you had not seen before.

This hike demands stamina for climbing up and

down the rocks, lots of drinking water, sturdy hiking boots, and long pants. The rocks would be
very slippery if it rained.
Our group managed to complete the 3 hour hike without any accidents.
We arrived back to the parking lot to find Jeff and Deb cooking smokies and cutting up
watermelon. It was an awesome way to end the day. I met many new people.

I took a lot of photos on my iphone and
I hope they give you an idea of the splendor and magnificence of this particular site. I am very
grateful to the organizers for planning such an enjoyable hike and look forward to joining many
more throughout the summer.
Have a great summer hiking, Bernadette Geddes

