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Martha Naismith has extensive professional and political experience with local, state and the federal governments. She has also served in leadership roles
and as a volunteer in numerous social service and
non-profit organizations.
Martha relocated to Sarasota in 2011 after a 30-year
career in the Washington, D. C. area. During those
years (1981 -2011) she served three Florida Governors (Graham, Martinez and Chiles -1983-91) as
Deputy Director of the State of Florida’s Washington
Office; as a Legislative Assistant to a Member of
Congress (Andy Ireland who, at one time, represented Sarasota); as a Fellow at the Federal Advisory
Commission on Intergovernmental Relations; as a
Budget Analyst in the Office of the Director of the National Institutes of Health; and as a Fellow in the
Presidential Management program.
During her years in the Washington, D. C. area, Martha also served as a Docent and Council Chair at the
Smithsonian’s National Museum of American History;
as a volunteer at the Alexandria Inova Hospital; and
as a Director on a number of community boards., including several roles with the American Red Cross.
Since relocating to Sarasota, she has continued participation in community volunteer activities, serving as
a Docent at The Ringling, as a volunteer at Sarasota
Memorial Hospital, and as a sustainer with the Junior
League of Sarasota.
Martha earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Political
Science, Phi Beta Kappa, magna cum laude, from
Duke University; and received Masters degrees in
Public Administration and Public Policy from The
George Washington University.

June’s Guest Speaker
Martha Naismith
DWC LUNCHEON
June 12th 2018, 11:30 AM
4350 El Conquistador Pkwy
Bradenton, FL
Please make your reservations by

Noon June 7th, 2018
Call Sandy Gander 941.758.7187

or email
San.gander@gmail.com

She is a proud mother of four and grandmother of
seven.

Menu: Buffet includes salad, grilled
chicken, cold cuts, cheeses, bread and
cookie
Cost is $18.00
1

President’s Letter for June
What a successful May meeting we had with the various other Democratic Club’s of Manatee County.
Paul Dain’s Club did a wonderful job of coordinating the members of the other clubs with Joanie LeBaron
and Sandy Gander working on our DWC Club.
We had 110 guests and 14 candidates to address our Democratic club members. I just wished all clubs
had participated. The candidate Bios were organized by Jami Heye and Paul Dain. I wish to thank both for
the time spent trying to gather the information. Thanks you, Jamie for your first go around of rounding up
the troops.
We will be doing another event in October. Vicki Waters and Sasha Taurke will be doing our September
meeting on the constitutional amendments.
Thank you to all for being patient with me, during my month of surgery. This knee is not healing like the
last surgery and I am in a lot of pain.
We will be having a June meeting at IMG. Same time and place just our smaller group.
Patty

Menopause The Musical will be preformed at the Manatee
Preforming Arts Center at their new theater located by the
Riverwalk in downtown Bradenton. Performances will be May
30 through June 10th. A flyer is attached with box office contact information. The Manatee Performing Arts has been involved in our community including performing for our club
each Christmas.

WHAT DID TRUMP SAY?
Leslie Stahl of CBS 60 Minutes told a group of fellow journalist that in private while interviewing
President Trump she asked why he constantly discredits the media. Here’s her question and Trumps
answer.
"I said, 'You know, that is getting tired. Why are you doing this? You're doing it over and over. It's
boring and it's time to end that,'" Stahl said on stage alongside "PBS NewsHour anchor Judy
Woodruff.
"He said, 'You know why I do it? I do it to discredit you all and demean you all so when you write
negative stories about me, no one will believe you.' He said that," Stahl told the audience, adding,
"So, put that in your head for a minute."
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Manatee County Democratic Group Luncheon

By: Sandy Gander

The Joint Luncheon Event was held at IMG Academy Country Club at 11:30 AM. It was well attended by
over 100 members of three Manatee County Democratic Clubs and guests. Brief announcements, introductory and welcoming remarks, were made by Patty Benson and Paul Dain – for the Democratic Women’s
Club, Manatee County Democratic Club, and the Anna Marie Island Democratic Club. After the Pledge and
a moment of silence, the buffet lunch was served; and after the candidates had a chance to eat lunch; and
the entire crowd had an opportunity to visit the buffet; Paul Dain acted as “Master of Ceremonies and Timekeeper” for the program. Each candidate was then given the opportunity to speak for 5 minutes. Cards
were distributed to the audience and collected for individual questions for the candidates after the speaking
round - time permitting; and a 1 minute closing statement for each candidate would be allowed – also time
permitting. Needless to say, there wasn’t time to spare and the luncheon ran over allotted time by 45
minutes.
It was a real opportunity to see and measure the quality of our candidates in the upcoming Democratic Primary on August 28th. There are competing candidates, challenges, in some races in the Democratic Primaries – as the ancient philosopher said: “choose wisely grasshopper”. Remember, they are ALL Democrats! (Except School Board candidates who are Non-Partisan.)
These are the fourteen local, state, and Federal candidates that appeared at the joint Democratic Clubs of
Manatee County Luncheon.
County Commission candidates:
Charles Smith - Incumbent District 2, Palmetto
Reggie Bellamy - Challenger for District 2, Palmetto
Erika Lundquist – Candidate, District 4
Melton Little – Candidate, District 4
Melony F. Howard – District 6, at-large
School Board Non-Partisan Candidates: all elected at large so you may vote for one or all.
Charles Kennedy – Incumbent, Rep. District 2
Joseph Stokes – Running to Rep. District 4
Rev. James T. Golden – Running to Rep. District 5
Florida House of Representatives:
Wengay Newton – District 70, Incumbent (Includes parts of Pinellas, Hillsborough, Manatee and
Sarasota Counties)
Keisha Bell – Challenger, for District 70
Vito Shelly – Challenger, District 70, did not respond to invitation
Tracy Pratt – Candidate for District 71
Liv Coleman – Candidate for District 73
United States Congress House of Representatives - District 16
Jan Schneider – Candidate
David Shapiro – Candidate
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Manatee County Joint
Democratic Luncheon
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The New Yorker Cover On
Trump: “The Swamp”
The New Yorker’s new magazine cover is
a very accurate representation of Donald
Trump’s Swampy “presidency”: Trump,
doing what he does best, golfing in his
ever growing Swamp and surrounded by
his Swamp things.
Let’s not forget why we see creative covers like this one. Just one example:
The cover refers to Trump’s promise to
“drain the swamp” in Washington while
running for office.

It comes amid a growing scandal Trump
faces involving adult-film actress Stormy
Daniels, who alleges that she had an affair with Trump more than a decade ago.
Though the White House has denied the
president carried on such an affair, Daniels is suing to void a nondisclosure
agreement that she claims prevents her
from speaking publicly about the affair.
She was paid $130,000 by Trump's personal attorney, Michael Cohen, prior to
the 2016 election, which Daniels says
was intended to keep her quiet about the
affair.
Okay, another example. This one is easy,
since he’s spent 24% of his “presidency”
golfing. Add his trips to his properties into
the mix and that percentage increases to 32%.
DAYS IN OFFICE
479
DAYS AT TRUMP PROPERTIES
155
DAYS AT GOLF PROPERTIES
113
President Donald Trump was seen
golfing for the second time in Sterling, Virginia near Washington DC on
Mother's Day Sunday.
This marks Trump's 113th visit to
one of his golf properties, Trump National Golf Club, since taking office he's been in office for 478 days.
Source: Daily Kos
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Bill Gates offers behind-the-scenes insights
into Trump
Given everything we know about Donald Trump and his, shall we say, idiosyncrasies, it’s only natural to wonder what the president is like behind the
scenes, away from the cameras. With this in mind, Microsoft founder Bill
Gates recently spoke to the staff at his charitable Gates Foundation about
his conversations with Trump – and MSNBC’s Chris Hayes obtained a recording.
The “All In” segments are worth watching in their entirety, in part to get the
full context, and in part because the audience’s reactions were interesting,
but a few things stood out as notable. Gates noted, for example, that after
meeting Trump for the first time after the election, the president seemed to know a “scary” amount about
Gates’ daughter’s appearance – which Melinda Gates apparently didn’t appreciate.

Just as striking was Gates’ description of two meetings he had with Trump in Trump Tower, where the Microsoft founder encouraged the president to focus on science and innovation, recommending renewed energies toward finding an HIV vaccine.
“In both of those two meetings he asked me if vaccines weren’t a bad thing because he was considering a
commission to look into ill-effects of vaccines,” Gates said. “And somebody, Robert Kennedy Jr., was advising him that vaccines were causing bad things and I said, ‘No, that is a dead end, that would be a bad
thing, do not do that.’”
There were laughs and groans from the audience after Gates added: “Both times he wanted to
know the difference between HIV and HPV and so I was able to explain that those are things
that are rarely confused with each other.”
As amazing as this anecdote is, the word that jumped out at me was “both.”

In other words, Bill Gates met Donald Trump, and somehow, the elected president, after a year
and a half on the campaign trail, never quite learned the difference between the human papillomavirus (HPV) and the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV). So, Gates explained it to him.
But according to Gates’ story, he met the president again, and once more Trump wanted to
know the difference – suggesting the Republican didn’t understand the explanation the first time
around.
I have more than a few concerns about Trump’s presidency, but one of the more glaring trouble areas is
his capacity to learn. Gates’ anecdote does not set my mind at ease.

For our members who receive the newsletter via email, you can watch the broadcast
of Bill Gates by clicking the icon.

Click Here For Video
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More Women Than Ever Are
Running for Congress in 2018
By: Jennifer Calfas, Fortune Magazine

Inspired women are aiming to fill the U.S. Capitol.
A record-number of women are running for positions
in the U.S. House of Representatives this year, according to estimates from the Associated Press
Thursday. Most of these women are Democrats inspired to run after President Donald Trump won the 2016 presidential election — a win that not only
defeated Hillary Clinton, the first female presidential nominee of a major party, but also influenced
hundreds of thousands of women to march on the streets of Washington, D.C. the day after Trump ’s
inauguration in January 2017 — and again this year. Republican women, too, make up a portion of
this record-breaking number of new female politicians, the AP reported.
This growing number of women running for office, detailed on a broader scale outside of just the
House earlier this year in a TIME cover story, comes as the filing deadline for candidates running in
states around the country draws near. As of Thursday, 309 women have filed papers to run for seats
in the House, which, along with the rest of Congress, is predominately filled with men.
Male candidates still outnumber female ones in House races this year, the AP reported, and women
will still have to win the seats to make a substantial impact in the House.
In the time since Trump was elected, women have snatched several wins in elections on the local,
state and national level around the country. Danica Roe became the first openly transgender person
to be elected to the Virginia General Assembly when she won the general election on Nov. 7, 2017,
and Vi Lyles became Charlotte’s first-ever African-American, female mayor.
Female candidates are also setting records in a number of other political realms. As the AP noted,
40 women are running for gubernatorial races around the country — up from a record 34 candidates
in 1994. In Texas, too, a record-number of women are running for office — including in races for
congressional seats or local seats.
And the number of women running for office will just keep growing amid a Republican -controlled
congressional and executive branch, Stephanie Shriock — the president of Emily’s List, a political
action committee aimed at electing pro-choice, Democratic women — said in an interview with Fortune a year ago.
“These thousands of women are fighting to ensure their voices are heard at decision -making tables
in communities across the country,” she told Fortune, adding, “This is only the beginning.”

IT’S SUMMER VACATION TIME!
After our June Meeting our next get together is for breakfast at the Anna Maria Beach Café
on July 10th. Plan on arriving around 9:00. The Beach Café is located right on the Manatee County Beach. The address is 4000 Gulf Dr, Holmes Beach. Directions are easy, just
take Manatee Ave W until it ends on Anna Maria Island., where you will see the parking and the Anna Maria Beach Café. There will be no business, just a relaxing breakfast and good conversation.
Our next business meeting will be September 11th at the IMG Country Club at 11:30.
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Ask yourself, if you were in a crash or other emergency situation, couldn’t talk
and your cell phone was locked, how would your family and friends be notified?
If you register your emergency contact information (ECI) into the Department
of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles system, law enforcement can contact
your loved ones for you, and quickly, even across state lines.
ECI is a secure system that only law enforcement nationwide can access in
order to contact your designated family or friends in response to an emergency situation.
Who will have access to my info?
Only Law Enforcement has access to your Emergency Contact Information.
Will my information be used for any other purpose?
No. This information is only used to notify the contacts that you designate in the event of an emergency.
Why was this system developed?
The system was first developed in Florida because there was no emergency contact program in place to
quickly notify loved ones in the event of an emergency. ECI was initiated by Christine Olson in loving
memory of her daughter Tiffiany because she was involved in a fatal crash and it was over 6 hours before
Christine was notified. Read more about the history below.
History
On December 7, 2005, the life of Christine Olson was changed forever. Christine’s daughter Tiffiany Olson
was involved in a traffic crash on U.S. 19 in Manatee County, Florida. Tiffiany received fatal injuries when
the motorcycle she was a passenger on collided with another vehicle.

Ms. Olson was not notified of Tiffiany’s passing for several hours and was not able to say her last goodbyes. Since that day, Ms. Olson, with the assistance of State Representative Bill Galvano from Bradenton
District 68, began pushing for emergency information to be added to a person’s driver’s license or identification card.
Since the information could not be printed directly on a license, Ms. Olson and Rep. Galvano contacted the
Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles (DHSMV) and took the next best route-to have the information included in the D.A.V.I.D. (Driver And Vehicle Information Database) system which is a secured
database used by most law enforcement agencies in the State of Florida.
Ms. Olson and her family and DHSMV are urging all licensed drivers in the State of Florida to input their
information so families can be contacted more quickly when a family member is seriously injured or killed
in a traffic crash.

Ms. Olson and her family have worked tirelessly to make emergency information readily available for law
enforcement and her efforts have paid off so far. Learn more at www.ToInformFamiliesFirst.org.
Thanks to Carol Graves for suggesting this article!

Please remember all our charities, The Daily Bread, Healthy Start, and The Bethesda House. The
Daily Bread needs our food contributions, such as dried beans, oatmeal, canned meats and vegetables,
cereal and more. Healthy Start needs baby supplies for struggling Mothers such as diapers, formula,
powder, and clothing to name just a few. The Bethesda House is in need of toiletries for both men and
women. Please be generous to these wonderful organizations by bringing your donations to our luncheon.
Together we can make a difference.
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DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF MANATEE COUNTY OFFICERS/LEADERS 2016-2017

OTHER OFFICERS

ELECTED OFFICERS
President

941-758-4610

Patty Benson

pattybenson43@gmail.com

1st VP (Programs)

941-714-0839

Jami Heye

jheye@ix.netcom.com

Sherry Emigh

941-744-2660

2nd VP (Membership)

sjetofu@gmail.com

Recording Secretary

941-264-5355

Rachel Young

rachelyoung101@tampabay.rr.com

Treasurer

402-213- 0769

Joanie LeBaron

joanielebaron0108@gmail.com

Regional Representative

941.-748-8536

Mary Bass

marygbass@gmail.com

Fund-Raising

Pat Benson 941-758-4610
pattybenson43@gmail.com

Hospitality/
Calling

Sandra Gander 941-758-7187
san.gander@gmail.com

Candidate
Search

Vicki Waters 941-753-9741
vwaters@earthlink.net

Parliamentarian

Fay Murphy 941-758-5140
faymurph@aol.com

Web Master

Jeanne Yeagle 941-755-7426
yeagluce@verizon.net

Newsletter and
Directory

Brian Heavrin 941-545-5788
blh3011@gmail.com

Environmental and Mary Duda 941-708-0713
Legislative Liaison mcmduda@aol.com
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Corresponding
Secretary

Vicki Wayman 941-567-6695
VickiWaman@tampabay.rr.com

Bylaws Chair

Mary Duda 941-708-0713
mcmduda@aol.com

Manatee County Democratic Women’s Club
6403 Heritage Lane
Bradenton, FL 34209

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

Important Dates to Remember:
May 5th : Voter Registration: door to door
in Area 4 Information to follow
May 8th : Meet the Candidates: IMG at 11:00
May 19th : Voter Registration: door to door in Area
4 Information to follow
June 2nd : Voter Registration: door to door In Area
To Be Determined

Elected Officials
CONTACT OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

OUR FLORIDA SENATORS

PRESIDENT
Donald Trump (R)
www.whitehouse.gov

202-456-1414
(switchboard) 202-456-1111

U.S. SENATORS

Darryl Rouson (D-Distr. 19)

850-487-5019

Rouson.Darryl@flsenate.gov

727-822-6828

Bill Galvano (R-Distr. 21)

850-487-5026

Galvano.Bill.web@flsenate.gov

941-741-3401

OUR FLORIDA REPRESENTATIVES

Bill Nelson (D)
www.BillNelson.senate.gov

202-224-5274
813-225-7040

Marco Rubio (R)
www.MarcoRubio.senate.gov

202-224-3041
813-287-5035

Wengay Newton (D-Distr. 70)

850-717-5070

newt@newthd70.com
Jim Boyd (R-Distr. 71)

941-708-4968

Jim.Boyd@8myfloridahouse.gov
U.S. REPRESENTATIVES
Vern Buchanan (R-Distr. 16)

202-225-5015

www.Buchanan.house.gov
Tom Rooney (R- Distr. 17)

941-747-9081
202-205-5792

www.Rooney.house.gov

941-575-9101

Joe Gruters (R-Distr. 73)
joegruters@gmail.com

GOVERNOR
Rick Scott (R)
850-488-7146
www.flgov.com/contact-gov-scott/email-the governor
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941-914-2004

