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Please plan to attend the
monthly meetings where
you’ll find frequent auctions,
dealers with postcards for
sale but also you’ll have
opportunities to learn more
about this terrific hobby.

Some consider the
intersection of Nicollet &
Seventh Street to be the
busiest intersection in
downtown Minneapolis.
I bet you have not seen
the view of this
intersection quite like
these two views from
two early postcards.
The card of Nicollet
Avenue as one of our
10,000 lakes was made
by C.J. Hibbard and
Company, commercial
photographers. Do you
see their large sign drawn on top of the corner building? Dayton's Department Store is at the
left edge of the postcard. People on the sidewalks in the background appear safe and dry.
A friend of mine says the sailboat is actually for gliding on the frozen lakes such as you might
see in Minnesota in January, not on water as you might see during a Minnesota summer.
If you look closely, you can see a stabilizer arm projected from the side of the boat. “A wet
day on Nicollet” is certainly correct.
The second postcard is looking up Seventh Street toward Hennepin Avenue. Dayton’s
Department store is again on the left side of the card. The message on the lower edge of the
card says “A Merry Christmas from Minneapolis the brightest Christmas city”. Santa is
waving from the airplane.
I think he should pay a
little more attention to his
flying as he seems to be
heading right for the
Radisson Hotel. The
person writing the note
misspelled Radisson as
“Radison”
Neither postcard has been
sent and I’m not sure when
they were made. It’s fun to
see early photographers
create eye-popping
images like these using
what technology was
available.
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Dr. Ward’s of Winona, Minnesota
By John L. Cole
You may not be old enough but if you ask your folks if
they knew about the Watkins Company of Winona,
Minnesota, they would probably say yes. The Watkins
Company had salesmen who went door to door selling
the company’s products. These products consisted of
remedies, spices and extracts, toilet articles, veterinary
supplies along with other household items that his
customers needed.
Then I bought at a club auction a double card of the Dr.
Ward’s Medical Co. of Winona, Minnesota. That
company was new to me so I wrote the Winona County
Historical Society and got a nice reply from Marianne
Masterbrook, archivist at the center.
I found out that Dr. Ward’s Medical Company goes back
to 1856, when Pac-sack vendors brought their wares
twice a year to settlers. At first they had only three
products which were Dr. Ward’s Celebrated Liniment,
Ward’s Medicated Household Salve and Ward’s
Cathartic Pills. The liniment proved to be successful
when used internally during the cholera plague at the
time.
The original liniment formula was given by Richard
Ward to J.H.Sands, who was moving to Minnesota.
Mr. Sands located at Plainview, Minnesota, began
selling the liniment and then a salve and cough syrup.
He persuaded others to sell his products at retail and
sold to them at wholesale.
He then sold his business to Landon and Butchard,
local druggists. In 1898 they moved the company to
Winona. The product line was expanded to include
home remedies, flavoring extracts, spices and vet
supplies. Independent salesmen purchased the
products for cash and sold the same mainly to farmers.
They traveled from farm to farm in horse-drawn “rigs”
or wagons. As the years went on the business
expanded and the automobile replaced the horse.
The Ward Company operated in Winona until 1955
then sold it and the new owners moved it to Iowa.
The Watkins Company still operates out of Winona.
Now—continue to page 7 to “Ward’s” to see the
rest of the story
PAGE 2
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Neat Real Photo Cards I’ve Sold
By John L. Cole
The card to the right is the
Dan Patch self-propelled
railroad car that ran from
Mankato to Minneapolis.
Here it is stopped at the town
of Elysian, half way between
Mankato and Faribault. The
card has all the bells and
whistles, great sign on the
depot, train in the front,
baggage cart, people and a
car parked along the side.

The card to the left is from
Duluth, Minnesota. It shows
a streetcar going through
piles of snow at Park Point. It
is dated 1922. The lift bridge
can be seen over the top of
the streetcar on the right side
of the cars roof.

The card to the right is from an
undisclosed location, which
really doesn’t matter. It’s a
Fuller Brush man holding his
sample case. He has all his
brushes set out leaning against
his car. The car door has a
Fuller Brush sign attached with
the word Owatonna on the lower
part of the sign.
All three are great cards now
owned by three lucky buyers.
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John’s Bar and Fun House
By Dean Borghorst

Along the river in northeast Minneapolis there is
a restaurant and bar
called Psycho Suzi’s
Motor Lounge that you
may have heard of or
perhaps you are a regular! It is a wild nostalgic
concoction of tropical
kitsch.
Long before Psycho
Suzi’s and also on Marshal Street Northeast,
there was another crazy
bar. It was John’s Bar
and Fun House, located
on the corner of Marshal and Lowry. The
1950 Minneapolis city directory lists John S.
and Frank A Gawron as the owners.
The backside of the four postcards shown
read “A unique amusement park atmosphere
guaranteed to tickle your funny
bone…….harmless but fun loving practical
jokes prevail in their fun house. A trip
through nightmare lounge is a thrilling
must.”
I biked up into Northeast Minneapolis to
check out John’s Bar. The building is still
there and it is still a bar. Now it’s called
Tony Jaros Rivergarden Bar. Unfortunately,
the interior was completely changed. The
charm of the interior shown on the postcards
are gone as is the woman in the grass skirt
on the bar.
Oh well……...back I go to Psycho Suzi’s
Bar.
A special thanks goes to Kurt Anderson for
sharing these wonderful postcards with us.
PAGE 4
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JOHN’s BAR and FUN HOUSE Lowry and Marshall Minneapolis
A unique amusement part atmosphere guaranteed to tickle your funny
bone….harmless, but fun loving practical jokes prevail in this fun house.
A TRIP THROUGH NIGHTMARE ALLEY TO OUR NIGHTMARE
LOUNGE IS A THRILLING MUST!

Check your label on page 12 and verify you are a member who has dues paid and your
membership is current. We need dues paid if you want to keep your membership and
receive this newsletter. Send the dues to Dianne before you forget !
PAGE 5
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Marine Mills
By John L. Cole
Marine Mills was founded in 1839.
It was the site of the first saw mill
on the St. Croix River. The village
had a ferry that took wagons, cars
and people across the river to the
Wisconsin side. It began operating
in 1856 and continued until 1954. I
don’t believe it had any power but
had a cable and a rudder that directed the current to move it back
and forth across the river.
The postcard shown here had the
following message on the back.
“August 28, 1954, Dear Guss,
Here is the marine ferry during its
days of glory, duly operating in
interstate commerce. Its sinking
marked the end of an epoch and
rests on the bottom with only its
top parts above water, a ruined
monument to an age that’s gone. I am most grateful to your indispensible help without which it would have been very
difficult to get away. Best Bill”
Marine Mills is located 12 miles north of Stillwater and 15 miles south of Taylors Falls. The town officially changed it’s
name to Marine on St. Croix in 1950.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Comments from the Editor………………………….
2011 marks the end of five years as editor of this newsletter for me. I have to admit, I still feel like a novice when
talking about postcards but I also am in a unique position to learn a lot about postcards and the history they
represent. It’s been a lot of fun for me but I really need to stop and say thank you to those individuals that provide
me with such terrific material to prepare for publication. Without the contributors, who take the time to research,
scan and provide me with their stories, this newsletter would be two pages long and nothing more.
I also need to thank those on the board who really give me a lot of liberty to do what I think is best in the newsletter
and the website. Although you won’t find the current newsletters online, you now have access to all the earlier
newsletters going back to the beginning of the club. Take some time to go to the website, open up one of the years
of newsletters and read some of the columns you'll find there. Many of those articles are just as current today as
they were when they were written. What I’ve done is scan all the issues that were in our library and put them into
PDF format which will open for you if you use a Mac or PC and you have a free Adobe Acrobat Reader installed.
Enjoy! Consider the time I’ve put into getting them into this format my gift to all of you!!!
Finally, I must give credit to two individuals that make me look good! They are 1) my wife, Dorothy, who reviews
the newsletter and has a good eye for grammar, something I sometimes miss and 2) thank Dave Norman. Dave is
one of those guys who also puts in some valued time reviewing the articles and often notices something I’d totally
overlooked. He’s been the assistant editor for longer than I’ve been editor and I want to think Dave for all the work he
puts into the newsletter before you get an opportunity to give it a read.
Now, on to year #6. If you enjoy the newsletter, consider writing an article to share what you’ve found of interest.
This is the club’s newsletter and I’d really like to see more club members provide some articles from time to time.
Happy New Year Everyone
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Dr. Ward’s Remedies—the rest of the story
By Duane Stabler
Sometimes when editing
this newsletter some very
interesting things occur.
When working on John’s
article about Dr. Ward’s of
Winona, something
seemed ever so familiar
with what John was
summarizing. I pulled my
South Dakota postcard
book and did a quick
search. In a minute or
two, I found this card
which is from my home
town, Eureka SD. Clearly,
on the side of this early
truck, you’ll see Dr. Ward’s
Remedies and the name of
Fred Keim, the sale
person who sold the
remedies. Sometimes, it’s
a small world, and it’s fun to have more history about what this card represents. By the way, this card is the size of a
postcard but is completely blank on the back side, maybe there’s more to learn about it. ……………..editor

TCPC News
December meeting and election of officers occurred on the 21st of
December. Officers elected are:
Chuck Donley, president; Dianne Lamb, VP/Membership; Allan
Hillesheim, Treasurer; Dave Norman, Secretary. Additional
members have volunteered to also continue in support of the club.
One open position that needs a volunteer is the position of assistant
show chairperson. If you wish to volunteer for this position please
contact Dave Johnson for details.

WELCOME NEW MEMBER:
Franz Young
Minneapolis, MN
Collects: Collegeville, MN; central MN; MN
history; archaeology; rocks and minerals;
fossils and dinosaurs; ethnic and select
foreign; the West/frontier; macabre and
grotesque/morbid

President: Chuck Donley, 952-988-9797
VP/Membership : Dianne Lamb, 651-460-4927
Treasurer: Allan Hillesheim, 612-377-6062
Secretary: Dave Norman, 612-729-2428
Editor: Duane Stabler, 952-447-8654
Assistant Editor: Dave Norman, 612-729-2428

Program Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573
Show Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573
Social Coordinator: Dean Borghorst, 612-332-0256
Librarian: Paul Scheuer, 651-335-9722
Member-at-Large: John Cole, 507-789-6344
Member-at-Large: Alan Calavano, 507-282-4389
Member-at-Large: Don Morgenweck, 952-926-8668
Webmaster: Duane Stabler, 952-447-8654
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2011 TCPC Meetings that Provided Educational Insights into the Past
Twin City Postcard Club is a group that intends
to educate while we have some fun. Certainly,
as a hobby, we all learn what we find of
interest and postcard collecting perhaps has
as many topics as one can imagine. During
the year, we had bits of information provided at
many of our meetings. I find I always learn
something when I attend a postcard club
meeting.

One such topic was that of postcards
featuring diving horses. Yes, it was
most interesting when Sara Duzynski
provided us with a power point
presentation showing several postcards
from her collection.
The postcards illustrate exactly what the
topic implies. Horses jumped from an
elevated ramp into a body of water.
Sarah provided some history how this
started and who made a living taking these shows from town to town to entertain the crowds.
Thank You Sarah for a presentation about a most unusual collection of postcards.
PAGE 8

See Cards continued on page 9
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Cards continued from page 8

Our November meeting featured
Charles Rehman who provided some
great insight into his unique Santa in
various forms of transportation.
Certainly, many people have Santa
cards but these were unique as Charles
spoke about them. One point I found of
particular interest was the fact that
although Christmas is a celebration of
the birth of Jesus, finding postcards with
Santa and Jesus on the same postcard
is most rare.
Charles also explained how he came
about this hobby of collecting Santa cards even though he
was doing it as a pastor. In fact, while serving a church in
Ohio, Charles received a Grand Prize for his postcard
display in Ohio where he and his wife once lived.
Thank You Charles for sharing your story and your
postcards.

Education continued on page 10

PAGE 9
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Education continued from page 9

What would our fall postcard show be without displays
of postcards? And, what about the Minnesota State
Fair? Here you’ll see three examples of postcard
boards that have been at the show or at the state fair.
I always enjoy looking at the cards and the way our
members have taken the time to show off their
collection. We always look forward to seeing the
boards at the show and, if we are lucky enough to
make it to the state fair, having a look at even more
cards. Thank you to all who take the time to show us
your collection and taking the time to bring them to the
club meetings.
…………….summarized by your editor, Duane Stabler

Photos by Duane Stabler
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Upcoming Meetings and Events
All meetings to be at:
The Lynnhurst Community Center,
1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway (at 50th St.)
Programs
January 18, 2012
New Years, Postcards: If you collect New Years postcards, bring one or
two of your favorites and be prepared to tell us what you’ve found most
interesting
February 15, 2012
February 15th is a great time for you to bring your Valentines Day,
postcard (s) and tell us more about it.

Advertising:
General advertising will appear in the newsletters. Members can have one free
line ad in the newsletter each year. Send your ad (and payment if required) to
the newsletter editor.
Member Advertising rates (per issue)
Business card size…$4.00
Quarter Page………$10.00
Half Page …….……$20.00

Do you have a program you’d
like to present? If so, contact
Dave Johnson, program director

Meeting Schedule for 2012
January 18, 2012
February 15, 2012
March 21, 2012
April 18, 2012
May 16, 2012
June 20, 2012
July 18, 2012
August 15, 2012
September 19, 2012
October 17, 2012
November 21, 2012
December 19, 2012
Board Meeting Schedule for 2012
January 4, 2012
March 7, 2012
May 2, 2012
July 11, 2012
September 5, 2012
November 7, 2012
Upcoming Programs

It’s time to plan for 2012 and we hope to offer programs at least once
per quarter again this year. Do you have a suggestion for something
you’d like to see? Or, perhaps you’d like to offer a program yourself
(don’t be shy)? Programs should be about 15 minutes in length and can
be about anything from your favorite card topic or a general postcard
topic.
Call Dave Johnson at 651-426-3573 for further details.
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Twin City Postcard Club Membership Application
Please check one: New Member_____ Renewal________ Reinstatement______ Change of Information_____
NAME______________________________________________________________________________________________
STREET ADDRESS:__________________________________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP _____________________________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE # (include area code)______________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS (optional)___________________________________________________________________________
TYPES of POSTCARDS COLLECTED: ___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Mail to Dianne Lamb, TCPC Membership Chair, 25145 Chippendale Ave, Farmington MN 55024
Total Dues annually: $13 + $1 for each additional member in the household

Twin City Postcard Club
25145 Chippendale Ave.
Farmington MN 55024

If your address label is highlighted, your
dues are due! Please return the application
in this newsletter, with any updates, and a
check for $13, plus $1 for each additional
name at the same address.
Thank You!
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We are on the web!
www.twincitypostcardclub.com

Monthly Meeting Location:
The Lynnhurst Community Center,
1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway (at 50th St.)
Minneapolis MN
Time: 5:30 - 8: 30 pm (program and meeting
at 7:15)

Got something you want to contribute?
Contact: Editor: Duane Stabler
Email: dstabler@bigfoot.com
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