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Ag in the Classroom Book 

Recommendations 
Sleep Tight Farm 

Eugene Doyle 

A captivating exploration of how a family gets a farm ready for the snow of winter, Sleep Tight 

Farm lyrically connects each growing season to the preparations at the very end of the farm year. 

This beautiful and informative book paints a fascinating picture of what winter means to the farm 

year and to the family that shares its seasons, from spring's new growth, summer's heat, and fall's 

bounty to winter's well-earned rest. All year long the farm has worked to shelter us, feed us, keep us 

warm, and now it's time to sleep.  Ages 3-5 

How To Make An Apple Pie and see the World 

Marjorie Priceman 

An apple pie is easy to make...if the market is open. But if the market is closed, the world becomes 

your grocery store. This picture book takes readers around the globe to gather ingredients for a 

delicious apple pie. First hop a steamboat to Italy for the finest semolina wheat. Then hitch a ride to 

England and hijack a cow for the freshest possible milk. And, oh yes! Don't forget to go apple picking 

in Vermont! A simple recipe for apple pie is included.  Ages 3-7 

PB&J Hooray! 

Janet Nolan 

From peanut, grape, and wheat seeds to sandwich, PB & J Hooray! is all about how peanut butter 

and jelly sandwiches are made. The story begins with the kitchen and works backward to the 

shopping, delivery, production, harvesting, farming, and planting processes! In fun, rhythmic 

language, readers discover how peanuts become peanut butter, grapes are made into jelly, and 

wheat turns into bread. Ages 4-8 

Time For Cranberries 

Lisl H. Detlefsen 

From the cranberry bog to the Thanksgiving table, join Sam and his family as they harvest a classic 

American fruit.  When the vines hang heavy with berries that the autumn winds have turned deep 

red, it's time for cranberries, and Sam is finally old enough to help with the harvest! This charming, 

lyrical picture book follows Sam and his family as they raise the water in the bog, pick the 

cranberries, and gather the fruit for processing. It's a story of modern family farming in action, 

showing readers where their food comes from but mostly delighting them along the way.  Ages 4-7 
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How Did That Get in My Lunchbox? 

The Story of Food 

Chris Butterworth 

One of the best parts of a young child’s day is opening a lunchbox and diving in. But how did that 

delicious food get there? From planting wheat to mixing dough, climbing trees to machine-squeezing 

fruit, picking cocoa pods to stirring a vat of melted bliss, here is a clear, engaging look at the steps 

involved in producing some common foods. Health tips and a peek at basic food groups complete 

the menu.  Ages 5-8 

Right This Very Minute 

Lisl H. Detlefsen 

What's that you say? You're hungry? Right this very minute? Then you need a farmer. You have the 

stories of so many right here on your table! Award winners Lisl H. Detlefsen and Renee Kurilla's 

delicious celebration of food and farming is sure to inspire readers of all ages to learn more about 

where their food comes from - right this very minute! Ages 5-7 

On The Farm At The Market 

G. Brian Karas 

On the farm, workers pick vegetables, collect eggs, and make cheese. At the market the next day, 
the workers set up their stands and prepare for shoppers to arrive. Amy, the baker at the Busy Bee 
Café, has a very special meal in mind-and, of course, all the farmers show up at the café to enjoy 
the results of their hard work. 

This informative book introduces children to both local and urban greenmarkets and paints a warm 
picture of a strong, interconnected community.  Ages 5-9 
 

The Girl Who Thought in Pictures 

The Story of Dr. Temple Grandin 

Julia Finley Mosca 

When young Temple was diagnosed with autism, no one expected her to talk, let alone become one 

of the most powerful voices in modern science. Yet, the determined visual thinker did just that. Her 

unique mind allowed her to connect with animals in a special way, helping her invent groundbreaking 

improvements for farms around the globe! 

 

The Girl Who Thought in Pictures: The Story of Dr. Temple Grandin is the first book in a brand new 

educational series about the inspirational lives of amazing scientists. In addition to the illustrated 

rhyming tale, you’ll find a complete biography, fun facts, a colorful timeline of events, and even a 

note from Temple herself!  Ages 5-10 
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Farmer George Plants a Nation 

Peggy Thomas 

This picture book for older readers focuses on George Washington as farmer, inventor, and scientist. 

Infused with excerpts from George's letters and diaries, the narrative makes a convincing case for 

Washington's place as the nation's First Farmer. He invented a combination plow-tiller-harrow, 

tested different fertilizers, and bred donkeys and horses to create strong mules. His goal to make 

Mount Vernon self-sufficient carried over to his goal to make the new country independent. Layne 

Johnson's richly colored oil paintings portray the Colonial era with fine details. The book includes a 

timeline of Washington's life; shares his views on slavery, and includes a bibliography of additional 

reading materials and websites. Ages 9-12 

 

Full of Beans:  Henry Ford Grows A Car 

Peggy Thomas 

Famous car-maker and businessman Henry Ford loved beans. And he showed great innovation with 

his determination to build his most inventive car--one completely made of soybeans. 

With a mind for ingenuity, Henry Ford looked to improve life for others. After the Great Depression 

struck, Ford especially wanted to support ailing farmers. For two years, Ford and his team 

researched ways to use farmers' crops in his Ford Motor Company. They discovered that the 

soybean was the perfect answer. Soon, Ford's cars contained many soybean plastic parts, and Ford 

incorporated soybeans into every part of his life. He ate soybeans, he wore clothes made of soybean 

fabric, and he wanted to drive soybeans, too. Award-winning author Peggy Thomas and illustrator 

Edwin Fotheringham explore this American icon's little-known quest.  Ages 7-10 

 

George Washington Carver for Kids 

His Life and Discoveries, With 21 activities 

Peggy Thomas 

George Washington Carver was a scientist, educator, artist, inventor, and humanitarian. Born into 

slavery during the Civil War, he later pursued an education and would become the first black 

graduate from Iowa Agricultural College. Carver then took a teaching position at the Tuskegee 

Institute, founded by Booker T. Washington. There, Carver taught poor Southern farmers how to 

nourish the soil, conserve resources, and feed their families. He also developed hundreds of new 

products from the sweet potato, peanut, and other crops, and his discoveries gained him a place in 

the national spotlight.  George Washington Carver for Kids tells the inspiring story of this remarkable 

American. It includes a time line, resources for further research, and 21 hands-on activities to help 

better appreciate Carver’s genius.  Ages 9 and up 

 


