N e ws l e t t e r o f t h e A L S S A R

SAR Alabama
Volume 29, Number 1
MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT
Compatriots,
I would like to take a moment to
thank every member of the Alabama
Society for your support and confidence in my leadership. Although my
specific goals are stated in my message on our state web site, behind
them are some key objectives which
are to renew fun and friendship
among our statewide chapter membership and create a renewed sense
of urgency in delivering our patriotic
message to the citizens of Alabama.
I desire we renew and strengthen
the patriotic bonds and relationship
between the Alabama Society and
the American Village Citizenship
Trust established in Montevallo.
American Village is one of the
premier institutions of patriotic
education in Alabama and it deserves
our continued volunteer efforts and
financial support in educating children and getting the patriotic message out to all Americans who value
preserving our liberty and constitutional republic.
Recently, I listened to compatriot
Tom Walker, CEO and founder of
the American Village Citizenship
Trust, speak at the Mississippi Society convention in Tupelo, Miss. The
subject of Tom’s speech was defining
our responsibility as American citizens in opposing and countering the
threat and growth of “patriotic
amnesia” as a social phenomenon
which is now a reality in America!
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ALSSAR honors 125th anniversary,
inducts Bill Stone as new president
The Alabama Society celebrated its 125th anniversary at
its state convention at the Birmingham Marriott on Feb. 2021 as a crowd of more than
180 witnessed a weekend full
of history-making moments
and remembrances.
This historic event began
with a Friday evening reception, giving everyone the
pleasure of meeting out-ofstate guests and renewing old
friendships while making new
friends, talking about their
chapters and their patriotic
ancestors. Music was provided
by Chuck King and Friends.
The Alabama Society was

presented the “Distinguished
Honor of reaching 125 years
of service to the memory and
ideas of our Founding Fathers”
with a certificate of recognition signed by National Society President General Lindsey
C. Brock.
Other guests included Southern District Vice-President
General Rick D. Hollis,
NSSAR Secretary General
Thomas E. Lawrence and
NSSAR Librarian General
Bruce Pickette.
Additional visiting state
societies and officers on hand
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Wiregrass dedicates marker
to Capers at Feb. 1 ceremony.

The Wiregrass chapter, in conjunction with the Alabama Society, dedicated a memorial marker on Feb. 1 to
Jim Capers, the only known black Revolutionary War
soldier buried in the state of Alabama.
The two inches of rain that fell that day failed to
dampen the spirits of more than 100 guests, including
some from Mississippi and Georgia, who came to celebrate the event neat Orion in Pike County, along with a
contingent of nine ALSSAR color guard members.
Among those in attendance were two black SAR
members who had served as chapter presidents of their
respective chapters, along with retired military personnel in uniform.
The inclement weather did force the event inside the
Bethlehem Missionary Baptist Church where numerous wreaths from both SAR and DAR chapters were
See CAPERS, Page 4
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Message
(Continued from Page 1)
On Sept. 17, 2012, our nation celebrated the 225th
anniversary of the United States Constitution. The Constitution unites us to “form a more perfect Union” and
“secure the blessings of liberty” for ourselves and our
prosperity. Liberty is hard work and simply put, it’s our
work right now!
Tom explained he had just received the results of a
national report regarding the top 80 colleges and universities across our country among which students failed
miserably in answering basic civic and history questions
regarding America. These were basic questions required
of any individuals trying to obtain U.S. citizenship! This
is the very reason we must get involved in promoting
and teaching patriotic education in today’s society.
We pledge as members of the Sons of the American
Revolution to stand up and defend those who attack our
republic, our country, our liberty and our flag! No other
major issue placed before all citizens demands more
from us nor is more important to you and your family
than this form of recourse and action against “patriotic
amnesia.”
We simply cannot afford to let all we hold dear go,
turn our back on our core principles and beliefs as citizens, kick the ball down the road to another generation
and wait for a time when we have to finally explain to
our grandchildren and great-grandchildren “what it was
like, back in the day, to be a free people!”
We are of greater value to ourselves and to one another
as American citizens to let the “dream of liberty” be
abandoned by taking the easy road, do nothing and allow
those educators, political and social leaders to remove all
evidence of our historic founding and lineage.
We do control our own destiny!
Our republican form of government guarantees our
rights as citizens to freely assemble, openly discuss and
with fortitude speak our minds regarding what we feel to
be our God-given rights which were established and
guaranteed for us by our patriotic ancestors so long ago!
Let us renew our vision for patriotic education of our
youth and our society and let us refocus our efforts to
make America strong once again for all those for whom
we hold dear in our hearts! The effort to regain control
of our patriotic principles and values starts in our own
backyard, within our own communities, and begins at
the grass-roots level among the members of the Alabama
Society, Sons of the American Revolution and other
patriotic and historical organizations.
I ask your help in shaking off “patriotic amnesia.” As
Compatriot Walker stated, we “should begin to reclaim
our American memory and identity.” I fully agree with
his patriotic message for all of America!
Let us all continue among all our state chapters and
membership in Alabama to work together to make this
renewed focus and effort happen!
—Bill Stone

—Photo courtesy of Bill Stone

Tom Walker, CEO and founder of American Village
Citizens Trust, and ALSSAR president Bill Stone at
Mississippi Society convention after discussing the benefits
of Patriotic Outreach Education in the state of Alabama.

Board of Managers spring
meeting set for May 2
The spring ALSSAR Board of
Managers meeting will be held on
May 2 from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. at the
Max Credit Union building, 400
Eastdale Circle, Montgomery,
36117. We hope all interested
parties will be in attendance to
conduct the important business of
the Alabama Society, Sons of the
American Revolution.
I ask the national trustee, state
officers and all committee chairmen to submit their reports early
if at all possible and certainly no
later than April 17 to the ALSSAR recording secretary, compatriot Felton Mitchell at mitchsfm@gmail.com. A separate notice will go out from Felton
Mitchell also announcing the

spring BOM meeting as prescribed and directed by the Alabama Society.
We will not consume valuable
time at the spring meeting going
over written reports if at all possible, but rather in addressing
and discussing the important
issues which need our immediate
attention under the agenda of old
and new business of the state
society.
I hope you will join me and
also bring a new chapter member
with you to the spring Board of
Managers meeting in Montgomery. We look forward to seeing
all of our statewide leadership
and new members in attendance!
—Bill Stone
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State
(Continued from Page 1)
included president Bob Hess, Jim Morock,
Tony Vets and Bo Vets of the Louisiana
Society; president Michael Schenk and
Jerry Brent of the Mississippi Society; and
Tennessee Society president Claude Hardison. Former National Librarian General
Mike Wells and all four Alabama former
Southern District Vice-President Generals
— Lee Swart, Rod Hildreth, John Wallace
and Jim Maples — completed the list of
honored guests.
After the annual business meeting,
ALSSAR president Bobby Joe Seales presided over the George Washington Lunch-
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eon. George Washington (portrayed by Al
Schaefer, a historical interpreter of the
American Village), opened with George
Washington’s Prayer for our Country.
Special music honoring our veterans was
performed by Austin Foster, a vocal performance student at Samford University.
The luncheon’s guest speaker was Michael
C. Hamrick, the architect of records for the
American Village.
The highlight of the luncheon was when
Seales called for the presentation from the
Quilt of Valor Foundation. The Quilt of
Valor is a special handmade quilt presented to a veteran for their service to our
country. During the presentation the veteran is wrapped in the quilt to provide
strength, love and warmth for all they have
done for our state and nation. The recipient
of the Quilt of Valor was Cahaba-Coosa
compatriot Dr. James S. “Jim” Day.
In conclusion of the George Washington
Luncheon, GWEF Board member John
Wallace presented certificates and pins to
new GWEF Fellows Diane Seales, Claire
Murphy and Jay Maples.
The convention culminated with its
awards ceremony and installation of officers banquet on Saturday night. The presentation of the colors was by the Calera High
Navy JROTC. Robert Louis Robinson Jr.,
a member of the chorus of opera Birmingham, amazed the audience with his medley
of patriotic songs. Upon the conclusion of
his musical presentation, Seales presented

—Photo courtesy of Bobby Joe Seales

All four Southern District state presidents attended the 2015 convention,
from left: Tennessee’s Claude T. Hardison Jr., Louisiana’s Robert G.
Hess, Southern District Vice-President Richard D. Hollis, Mississippi’s
Michael P. Schenk and Alabama’s Bobby Joe Seales.
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ALSSAR president Bobby Joe
Seales received the Liberty Bell in
appreciation of his service.
him with his membership certificate to the
Cahaba-Coosa chapter.
After dinner, Abigail Adams (portrayed
by Noel Steward, a historical interpreter
from the American Village), told of her
life during the Revolution. We were honored for the event to have as our guest
speaker 2014-2015 National Secretary
General Thomas E. Lawrence, who was
accompanied by his wife, Mickey Jo.
The future leaders of our great country
were honored by the Alabama Society as
awards and special recognitions were presented. The awards portion of the program
also marks the highlight of appreciation
shown to members for their hard work and
dedication to the Alabama Society. Thanks
to compatriot Jim Maples for his work as
Medals and Awards chairman.
The ALSSAR’s ladies auxiliary presented a check in support of the ALSSAR
youth programs, followed by the installation of 2015-2017 auxiliary officers.
Before the installation of the 2015-2016
ALSSAR officers, the last official act of
Seales was his issuing of his final closing
remarks; thanking everyone for their hard
work, dedication and in the faith and trust
on our part to remain a free nation.
After the installation service and transfer
of neck ribbons Vice-President General
Rick Hollis presented newly installed Alabama Society president William O. “Bill”
Stone the president’s gavel.
—Bobby Joe Seales
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Huntsville High junior wins outstanding cadet award
During the recent youth awards ceremony at the ALSSAR state convention
in Birmingham, Air Force JROTC Cadet Lt. Sarah “Jessica” Savage of Huntsville High School’s AF JROTC Unit
941 received the society’s prestigious
Outstanding Cadet Enhanced Medal
award for her academic and community
achievements for the school year 201415.
Savage was presented the state society
JROTC Outstanding Cadet Bronze Medallion Award, an ALSSAR certificate
of award and a $500 scholarship award
by ALSSAR president Bobby Joe
Seales, JROTC chairperson Rick Wells
and the sponsoring chapter (Tennessee
Valley)chairperson, Bob Anderson.
Savage, a high school junior who has
been involved in her school’s AF
JROTC program for three years, was
selected by a group of ALSSAR judges
based on her high academic standing.
However, excelling in academics and
being heavily involved in extracurricular and non-scholastic community activities were not the only deciding
factors in her win.
Cadet Lt. Savage also submitted an
outstanding essay entitled “How the
JROTC has prepared me to be a better

—Photo by Fotowerks

Committee chairman Rick Wells,
left, ALSSAR president Bobby Joe
Seales present award to Savage.
citizen of the United States of America,” validating her strong leadership
skills.
As winner of the state society compe-

tition, Cadet Savage’s submission package will be entered into the National
Society Outstanding JROTC recognition
awards competition program.
This year, our society’s outstanding
cadet winner was sponsored by the
ALSSAR’s Tennessee Valley chapter,
Bob Anderson, and JROTC/ROTC program chairman.
The JROTC Outstanding Cadet
(Enhanced Award)
is an annual
Sons of the American Revolution youth
recognition competition with intense
involvement at the chapter level. Competition packages are submitted to the
state society chairman by Jan 15 annually, with the winner being announced at
the ALSSAR state convention.
The state winner package is then submitted to NSSAR judges for national
competition at Congress.
Although there was increased program
involvement by supporting chapters this
year, even more involvement is needed.
To obtain more information about our
ALSSAR JROTC/ROTC youth awards
program, see the ALSSAR web site link
Alabama Society JROTC/ROTC Recognition Program Policy and Procedures
Medals (.PDF)
—Rick Wells

Capers
(Continued from Page 1)
positioned around the alter.
The state society was pleased to have the Hon. Rick Hollis,
Southern District Vice-President General and Pike County Probate Judge Wes Allen speak at the program, along with Bill
Stone, then Senior Vice President, ALSSAR. As a special part of
the program Judge Allen read a proclamation declaring 1 Feb
2015 as Jim Capers Day in Pike County.
Jim Capers was from South Carolina and served for better than
seven years as a drummer for the 4th South Carolina Regiment
during the Revolutionary War. While in the army he was
wounded at Eutaw Springs and was later present when the British surrendered at Yorktown. In 1849 at the age of 107 he applied for a pension and when asked, “Why he had waited so long
to apply?”, he told the court he did not know that a pension was
available to a free man of color. Capers’ application was rejected due to the fact he did not know the exact date of his enlistment or the date of discharge plus there was a question if he had
been a free man at the time of service. The clerk of the court
rapidly responded to the Interior Department that he could prove
that Capers was now a free man of color and had been one at the

time of both his enlistment and discharge from the Army.
Jim Capers lived on lands owned by Norman McLeod and was
married to one of McLeod’s slaves. McLeod, who was a former
state legislature, was extremely supportive of Jim’s pension application, and when it was rejected appears to have interacted
with the Alabama Congressional Delegation to have a special
bill passed by Congress to have a pension awarded to Jim Capers. Jim died at the age of 110 without receiving any money,
but his pension file does contain a receipt indicating that the
funds were paid to his wife. It should be noted that the Capers’
memorial stone is within a mile or so of where Norman McLeod
is buried.
While Jim Capers’ name will not be found in any history book,
his pension application reflects the respect that many prominent
settlers of Pike County had for him, and his story is woven into
the fabric of the early development of Pike County.
The State Society would like to extend its appreciation to the
NSSAR’s George Washington Endowment Fund for the money
provided toward the cost of the head stone, and also to State
Registrar Ron Bearden who uncovered this pension file and the
unique story of Jim Capers!
—John Wallace
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Another Poythress wins state Rumbaugh contest
The state Rumbaugh Orations Contest was one
of the best orations programs in several years,
featuring four wonderful and talented contestants.
The contestants, in order of finish, were: Peter
Poythress, Birmingham; Matthew Stanley, Little
River; Kristian Simmons, Black Warrior; Tessa
Brown, Cahaba-Coosa.
Poythress, a home-schooled sophomore, won the
state contest on Feb. 21. Many remember his older
brother Brian was last year's state champion. His
award-winning oration, “Guns for General Washington,” was based on Henry Knox’s movement of
artillery from Fort Ticonderoga to Boston.
Stanley, the runner-up, is a junior at Fort Payne
High School. His oration was titled “360 Revolution” and touched on the difference between the
French and American revolutions.
Kristian Simmons, who placed third, is a senior
at Central High in Tuscaloosa. Her oration was
titled “Independence Speech” and touched on the
subject of independence as reflected by the Revolutionary War.
Tessa Brown, who placed fourth, is a homeschooled freshman from Birmingham. Her oration
was titled “A Spirit of Unity” and discussed the
problems with colonists becoming united into
Americans.
—Bob Anderson

—Photo courtesy of Bob Anderson

Orations contestants, from left: Matthew Stanley, Tessa Brown,
ALSSAR president Bobby Joe Seales, orations chairman Bob
Anderson, Peter Poythress and Kristian Simmons.

Prattville student wins first place in ALSSAR poster contest

—Photo courtesy of Bobby Joe Seales

Hannah Grace Murray, Robert Earl Smith and winner Isabel Maldonado
with chapter committee chairman Richard Huckaby and Allen Herrod.

More than 285 students from two Prattville elementary schools participated in
the Americanism Elementary School Poster Contest sponsored by the John Archer
Elmore chapter.
All of the poster winners were in Lori
Ousley Harris’ fifth-grade class at Daniel
Pratt Elementary School.
The winner, Isabel Maldonado, received
first-place recognition by the chapter with
a check for $30 and a certificate.
Hannah Grace Murray placed second,
followed by Robert Earl Smith. The
presentations were made by chapter committee chairman Richard Huckaby and
chapter president Allen R. Herrod.
The topic, set by the NSSAR, could be
on either George Rogers Clark or Lexington and Concord.
At the state convention in February, Maldonado’s poster won first place and she
received a check for $100.
The contest is open to third, fourth or fifth
graders, depending on which year the Revolutionary War is taught in their system.
—Allen Herrod
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Allen King II picks up
Eagle Scout scholarship

—Photo courtesy of Bobby Joe Seales

Knight Essay winner
Helen Rachel Raymond accepts her certificate, medal
and a check for $500 from George S. and Stella M.
Knight Essay committee chairman Michael Wells at
the state convention. Raymond, sponsored by the
Birmingham chapter, will compete at Congress.

Allen King II of Madison won out over a talented field of
seven applicants and won the state competition in the Arthur
M. and Berdena King Eagle Scout Scholarship competition.
King, sponsored by the Tennessee Valley chapter, beat
out a strong field of candidates and will now advance to
national competition at Congress.
King, 18, amassed 56 merit badges (21 are required for
Eagle) over his tenure with the Boy Scouts and has served
in a variety of leadership positions, including a year as
assistant senior patrol leader and patrol leader as well as
two years as an assistant patrol leader.
He was the youngest in the Talakto District to earn Eagle
Scout after fulfilling his project of a book drive for the new
elementary school’s library. More than 5,500 books and
$6,000 were raised in the project.
His SAR Eagle essay was on “Overmountain Men —
True American Patriots.”
King, who has placed wreaths and participated in ceremonies at Normandy and Meuse-Argonne, started his own balloon twisting business at the age of 12, A+ Balloons by Allen.
Six different chapters sponsored Scouts in the state competition, including Jay Luna of Florence, sponsored by Shoals Area; Sterling Thomas of Talladega, sponsored by Cahaba-Coosa;
Elijah English of Jemison, sponsored by Gen. John A. Elmore;
Ben Jones of Selma, sponsored by Gen. Richard Montgomery;
Brian Poythress of Leeds, sponsored by Birmingham; and Kyle
Haulenbeek of Huntsville, an at-large candidate.

Excel sixth grader wins ALSSAR brochure contest
Kennedy Lane House, a sixth grader
from Excel, is the Alabama Society
winner of the Sgt. Moses Adams Brochure Contest for 2014-2015.
House is home schooled and was
sponsored by the John Archer Elmore
chapter. She received a check for $30
and a certificate from chapter president Allen Herrod.
House went on to win the brochure
contest at the state level as well, picking up $200 and another certificate in
February.
The title of her brochure was “The
Declaration of Independence.”
House’s brochure is now being forwarded to the 125th Congress to compete in the NSSAR brochure contest in

late June.
The Sgt. Moses Adams Memorial
Middle School Trifold Brochure
Contest is for students in grades six
through eight, depending on which
year the American Revolution is
taught in their system, covering “the
Foundational Documents of the United States,” which include the Declaration of Independence, Articles of
Confederation, Constitution, Bill of
Rights and Federalist Papers.
It is named for Sgt. Adams, a member
of the 13th Massachusetts Regiment at
Valley Forge, one of an estimated
25,000 men who gave their lives for
freedom “and the families who suffered
their loss for generations.”

—Photo courtesy of Bruce Buehler

House accepts check and certificate
from John Archer Elmore chapter
president Allen Herrod.
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The Ladies Auxiliary of the
Alabama Society welcomes
new members and renewals. Dues for the year are $10
for new members and $5 for
renewals. New members receive the Ladies Auxiliary pin,
pictured here. Please mail dues
to Rita Pickette, Treasurer,
LAALSSAR, 7801 Wynlakes
Blvd, Montgomery, AL 36117.
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Nancy Billings swears in auxiliary officers Beverly Thornton, Liz Wells, Diane
Seales, Donna Wells, Rita Pickett and Claire Murphy for 2015-17.

ALSSAR Ladies Auxiliary has banner year in 2014
The ALSSAR Ladies Auxiliary capped an active, productive year with the
election of new officers at the state convention. In 2014, president Nancy
Billings, secretary Diane Seales, treasurer Rita Pickett, historian Donna Wells
and chaplain Carolyn Vickers presented a $3000 check for youth programs at
the state convention. The revenue came from providing meals at BOM meetings
and the silent auction at the convention. With a special thanks to Chris Foster’s
mighty efforts, the auxiliary also supported the “Wreath Across America”
campaign and presented a check to the national ladies auxiliary at Congress. At
the 2015 convention, Kay Anderson of the Tennessee Valley chapter presented
an informative and entertaining program on “They Wore What,” a review of
clothing worn in the 18th century, and elected Liz Wells as president, Diane
Seales as vice-president, Beverly Thornton as secretary, Rita Pickett as treasurer,
Donna Wells as historian and Claire Murphy as chaplain. They presented a
$2,000 check to ALSSAR. At left, Stephanie Tow prepares one of the many silent
auction baskets from the auxiliary. Below left, the auxiliary prepares for its
convention meeting and, below right, Diane Seales and Liz Wells receive the
Lydia Darragh certificate and medal from ALSSAR president Bobby Joe Seales.
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Gen. Galvez
inducts new
officers for 2015
The Gen. Galvez chapter held its annual
banquet in January at the Heron Lakes
Country Club in Mobile, with 40 members
and guests witnessing the installation of
new officers for 2015.
Chapter president Wilson Wilhite called
the meeting to order and reminded everyone of the recent passing of chapter compatriot Larry D. Johnson. The chapter then
held a memorial service for this patriot. He
served as a combat soldier in Vietnam and
will be missed by all who knew him.
This year, the chapter had several
JROTC Cadet Essay contestants for scholarship monies. The competition was very
intense this year and the winner was Cadet
Sergeant Major Kenneth Schloemer from
the Baker High School Hornet Battalion.
Wilhite inducted two new members into
the chapter, Charles V. Johns Sr. and
Charles V. Johns Jr. Both members received their SAR rosettes as Charles Johns
Sr. was pinned by his wife and Charles
Johns Jr. was pinned by his father.
ALSSAR president Bobby Joe Seales
inducted the new chapter officers for
2015. They are president Edmon McKinley, vice-president John Goss, secretary
Terry Blevins and treasurer Leroy
McGaughy. Seales then spoke on the 15
remaining blood lines of the signers of the
Declaration of Independence. His wife,
Diane Brandenberg Seales, spoke on the
ALSSAR ladies auxiliary.

—Photo courtesy of Mike Glass

Chapter president McKinley and
February speaker Carol Harrison.

—Photo courtesy of Mike Glass

Galvez officers, from left: Edmon McKinley, John Goss, ALSSAR
president Bobby Joe Seales, Terry Blevins and Leroy McGaughy.
At the February meeting at the Bass Pro
Shop in Daphne, 23 members listened as
featured speaker Carol Harrison, a 22-year
veteran officer for U.S. Customs and Border Protection, spoke on the history of the
organization and how it has evolved. The
organization was formed in 1789 and has
constantly changed to meet the challenges
facing the country.
After 9-11, major changes had to be
made to meet this challenge. They are the
largest part of Homeland Security and
may face the most daunting task of any
department. When one considers how
many people, ships and planes enter this
country every year, bringing in millions of
people and containers, everyone of them
must be checked to keep us safe from terrorists using weapons of mass destruction.
McKinley also inducted new member
Bob Holliman into the chapter. Compatriot Mike Glass had the honor of placing the
SAR National Rosette and the Alabama
SAR pin on Compatriot Holliman’s lapel.
Holliman then gave a brief description of
his ancestor’s Revolutionary War service.
At the March meeting, held at the Bass
Pro Shop conference room in Daphne,
vice-president John Goss introduced the
featured speaker, Gregory C. Spies, Esq.,
surveyor & cadastral archaeologist. Spies’
subject was “The Origins of Colonial Title
to Lands in the Mobile Bay Area.” He
gave a detailed chronology of the lands,
the boundaries and their occupants in our
area. He started with the time of the Na-

tive Americans, about 12,000 BC to 1500
AD; European Exploration 1500AD1700AD; European Colonization 1700AD
-1800AD; American Revolution 1776AD
-1783AD to Early America 1783AD1800.

—Photo courtesy of Mike Glass

Chapter president McKinley and
March speaker Greg Spies.
Spies used several rare maps to show the
areas occupied by each group of occupants. Greg encouraged everyone to join
in this discussion and ask questions. We
had a lively, educational and entertaining
evening.
—Mike Glass
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Honoring a Medal of Honor winner
Gen. Richard Montgomery compatriot
Felton Mitchell, right, is shown with
Medal of Honor recipient Retired
Command Sergeant Major Bennie Adkins, U.S. Army. Adkins was awarded
the Medal of Honor at the White
House by President Obama on Sept.
15, 2014, for his heroism in Vietnam
in 1966. Adkins was honored at a ceremony at the Opelika City Hall on Nov.
11, followed by a reception at the Museum of East Alabama. Compatriot
Mitchell is a member of the museum’s
Board of Directors.

Gen. Richard Montgomery honors
chapter poster contest winner

—Photos courtesy of William Rozier

Cheaha welcomes new president
The speaker at the Cheaha chapter meeting
in January was ALSSAR vice-president (and
now president) Bill Stone, above right, who
spoke on “Robert Morris Jr., Financier of
the Revolution.” The February speaker was
past president Jim Alexander, below center,
who spoke on “The Whiskey Rebellion.”

The Gen. Richard Montgomery chapter honored its poster contest
winner at its most recent meeting on March 18 at the Montgomery
Country Club.
Chapter youth patriotism committee chairman Tom Smith presented
certificates and checks to Emily Holston, daughter of compatriot Greg
Holston and his wife Jo Ann. Holston, a fifth grader at Holy Cross
Episcopal School, placed first in the chapter’s elementary school poster contest and third in the judging at the state convention.
Holston’s poster was on “Lexington and Concord.”
Chapter vice-president Stewart Williams introduced guest speaker
Joel Dubina, Senior U.S. Circuit Judge of the U.S. Court of Appeals,
11th Circuit, who presented a program on “High Profile Cases.”
Chapter president James Miller Pickett then called on ALSSAR
president Bill Stone, who made a few comments about the recent state
convention by noting chapter members in addition to himself that
were state officers included Felton Mitchell, recording secretary; Walter Stevenson, genealogist; and Tom Smith, sergeant-at-arms. NSSAR
officers include Bruce Pickette, Librarian General; Walter Stevenson,
membership committee chairman; and Stone, chairman of the library
and archives committee.
Stone also reported that Stevenson was recently elected and installed
as president of the Germany Society, Sons of the American Revolution.
Stevenson had announced at February’s chapter meeting that he was
resigning as chapter registrar because of his workload with NSSAR
duties and the Germany Society. Compatriot Larry Cornwell, who
currently serves as chapter genealogist, added the duties of registrar as
well.
ROTC-JROTC committee chairman Jeff Samuel announced that
over the next few months, 14 area high schools and six universities’
JROTC and ROTC programs would be selecting recipients of SAR
medals and certificates and requested that chapter members assist in
presenting the awards.
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www.facebook.com/AlabamaSocietySAR

Phone: 334-328-4580
E-mail: timgaylesar@gmail.com

Visit the ALSSAR Web site at www.alssar.org
Send in your chapter news!
If you’re submitting material for the next newsletter, please e-mail your
pictures and information to timgaylesar@gmail.com or send information
about your chapter’s activities or upcoming events by June 10 to Tim
Gayle at 3104 Cabot Street, Montgomery, AL 36110.

—Photo courtesy of Bobby Joe Seales

ALSSAR compatriots attend Mississippi Society convention in Tupelo
There were plenty of ALSSAR representatives at the Mississippi Society’s annual convention on March 13-14
in Tupelo. ALSSAR compatriots and ladies’ auxiliary members on hand included, seated from left: Jo
Thomas, Diane Seales, Mary Ann Wallace, Elizabeth Wells and Lee Swart and, standing from left: Bob
Thomas, Bobby Joe Seales, John R. Wallace, Rod Hildreth, Linda Maples, Jim Maples, Michael Wells, Bill
Stone, Bruce Pickette and Tom Walker. Walker, of the American Village, was the guest speaker.

