One of the great questions of our day is, 


“Who can I trust?”  



We have whole websites that are based on reviewing how people do.  



A large part of any purchase is the review section, 




where you read what other people's experience is, 





so you know whether or not you should do business with them 





or buy this product.  

A growing reality of this issue of trust 


is where we get out news.  



Are our sources reliable 




and giving us the full story?  



They left this out of the story, 




why?  


This is different than what I heard from this source, 



why?  



What is the agenda of the news source?

Somewhere in the course of scholarship, 


a ridiculous idea came into popularity.  

At one point, 


we thought it was possible to record history without bias.  

You might recall this idea, 


because different news channels like to tell you that this is what they do.  


They give you the full story



no bias.  

But we should know that we will never have the full story, 


because it is too long and complex.

So knowing that any account is written with an agenda, 


we dive into the first chapter of Acts 

and see that Luke is establishing that the story he is telling can be trusted.  

After making the connection to the gospel of Luke in the first two verses, 


we pick up at Chapter 24 of Luke in verse 3.  

“After his suffering” 


is all the more ink Luke gives to the death and resurrection of Jesus, 



because he is assuming they have the Gospel in hand.  

But as we move into the story, 


it changes some from what we heard previously.  

In Luke 24, 


the resurrection appearances appear to all happen on one day 


and without any key words to make us think differently, 



we assume so does Jesus' ascension.  

The only clue allowing for more time 


would be that they were in Jerusalem 

and the ascension story starts with, 


“When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany.”  

But now Luke is telling Theophilus, 


things like what happened on Easter Sunday 



happened for 40 days 



and the Kingdom of God was the main subject matter of Jesus' teaching.  

What happened during these 40 days was with the convincing proofs, 


This is meant to build trust.  

The term is tekmerion, 


means “an“infallible proof”  


that from which something is surely and plainly known.  



on indubitable evidence, a proof.”  

Luke restates that without a doubt 


that Jesus was alive.  



Whether that was through eating more fish, 



touching his hands and sides, 



or seeing him walk through walls, 




Luke does not go into detail here.  


But the actions left no room for doubt to exist.

Then in verses 4 and 5, we jump back to the earlier story of John the Baptist


and build upon it, 



prepping us for Pentecost next week.  


Jesus baptizing the people with the Holy Spirit.  

Luke is reinforcing the idea that the disciples will have the Holy Spirit upon them.  
Which helps as they ask the next questions about the Kingdom of God.  

Jesus' response about the Kingdom is deeper than we give it in the first read.  


His answer boils down to the already-not yet dynamic of the Kingdom.  

Jesus' kingdom was present when Jesus came as a infant, 

established on Easter morning, 

and will be all that is meant to be upon Jesus' return. 


This last part is what we do not know.  

But we struggle to see the rest at times as well.

That is why Jesus gives us power, 


dymamis, 



similar to dynamite, 


with the Holy Spirit.  

This power will help us make changes. 


When we witness about what has occurred,



 it will have the power to change the way people live.  

The last 2000 years, 

yours and mine own experiences, 


are a testimony to this power.  

As people have testified to their experience with Jesus and his word, 


the world has changed for the better, 



to be more in line with the will of God.  


That is what the Kingdom of God is.  



The Lord's prayer follows standard Hebrew poetry 




and repeats the same thing another way.  





“Thy Kingdom come, 





Thy will be done.” 






is asking for the same thing. 




 It is asking for the way things are done in heaven 




to be done here on earth as well.  


With the power of the Spirit, 



people will be able to see that happening more and more.

Then in verse 9, 


we have the ascension, 



which only Luke covers.  

But Luke covers it twice, 


because he wants to make one thing clear.  



Jesus is in God's presence.  

We tend to think of clouds as a weather phenomenon.  

In scripture, 


they are the presence of God phenomenon.  



Whether that be leading the people out of Egypt, 



or resting in the temple, 




God was present in the cloud.  


Jewish ears heard this as Going into the presence of God, 



not into an upper level.  
There, 


Jesus with his physicality 



is reigning over the earth,




 more and more each day, 



until the proper time 




when the fulness of Jesus' resurrected life is ready for all.  

But we have tastes of it every day.  


Hence C.S. Lewis' repeated line in the Last Battle, 



“Further up 



and further in.”

The ascension also builds trust 


due to it's parallel in the story of Elijah and Elisha.  

Elisha's request was for a double portion of the Spirit that Elijah possessed.  


Elijah acknowledged it would be difficult, 



but if he saw him ascend, 



it would be his. 

 Elisha saw this 


and possessed a double portion of Elijah's power of the Holy Spirit.  

Thus we can conclude 


that the apostles who saw Jesus ascend, 



possessed a double portion of what Jesus possessed 



and would  do more than they saw Jesus do.

We don't stay here long, 


because angels break the moment up, 



with a call to get to work.  

Jesus is coming back, 


so no time to dawdle.  

So back to Jerusalem and the 11, 

plus women, 

Mary, 

and Jesus' brothers get to work...


praying.

Praying makes sense given the task at hand.  


You have just been called to be witnesses of the life changing work of Jesus 



to your current city,



Judea and Samaria, 



and to the ends of the earth.  

I would like to know where to start that? 


 It sounds like they went to the best source possible, 



scripture.  

As Peter stands up to talk in verse 16, 


we hear a phrase that we should know well.  



“Scripture had to be fulfilled.”  



The “it is necessary” of Luke 




that we looked at this Spring.  

In looking at scripture 

and seeing how God established Israel before, 


with the 12 brothers, 



they realized they needed a 12th Man.  



Not to be confused with the Seahawks 12th man.  

They acknowledged that they had one, 


and then acknowledge how Judas fell out of the group, 



out of necessity.  

But as happened with the 12 tribes, 


a little death did not stop the 12 tribes from becoming 12.  

When Reuben slept with Isaac's concubine,


 the two sons of Joseph made up the 12 



instead of Reuben and Joseph, 




to keep the 12 in tact.  


So as Reuben's position was deserted 



and Ephraim and Manasseh took over his place of leadership.

A second piece to note, 


is the number of people gathered, recorded by Luke.  

The 120 people is the minimum needed to establish a synagogue in Judaism.  


12 tribes 


with 10 members a piece.  

While this number includes women, 


we see that Luke is pressing the boundaries already that Judaism had.  



Believing mattered more than gender.  

For the election, 


the qualifications were based on seeing what had happened 



from the time of Jesus' baptism 



to his resurrection.  

The reason for this, 


was that eyewitnesses were essential.  

From the very beginning, 


the church had at its core, 



the way to convince others that this is the truth,



is to have lived the truth yourself.  


Knowing all about what Jesus said and did is good,


 but interacting with Jesus yourself is what closes the deal.  

This changes it from a philosophy to be held 


and not practiced, 


to a way of life.  

The same can be said today 


as we share our faith with others.  

We can tell people what to believe all we want.  


If we are not sharing our experience with the triune God, 


how our lives have been changed, 



we are missing a key piece that has been there since chapter 1 of the church.  

 Sharing what we have seen is how we again increase trust.

The final way Luke is building up our trust in this opening chapter 


is the choosing between Justus and Matthias by lot.  

Statisticians might get a little squirmy about casting lots.  


Writing two names on two rocks, 


putting them in a cup, 



and shaking it until a name pops out the top.  


Basically flipping a coin.  

But hear the whole process.  


They set the qualifications, 



amongst those that qualified, 




they proposed just two men.  


That means more met the first bar, 



but two stood out, 



or were willing to serve, 




the text is unclear on this point.  


Then they prayed, 



asking that God would show them which one to call.  


Then they cast lots.  



If you remember back to chapter 1 of Luke, 




you will remember that a lot was also cast there.  



When Zechariah was chosen to go and attend at the altar.  

Lot casting was the fairest, 

unbiased way of placing people into service that existed.  

It is how the Levites had been choosing people to serve in the temple for centuries.  


The people found those who qualified, 



(being a male Levite 



of a certain age 



whose families turn it was to serve).  

Then they asked God to make clear 


who did what task, 



because all were qualified to do it.

This opening chapter 


has reminded us that we can trust God's plan for the church.  

Luke has done a careful account, 

the Holy Spirit is at work, 

Jesus went up like Elijah 


and left the people with twice the power



 like Elisha, 

the 12 tribes are back in place,

and God has spoken 


to make it clear who is to be the twelth, 



by the same method used in the temple on a daily basis.  

All of these things would give a first century person assurance 


that the story they have changed their life for 



is legitimate.  

That being a God lover is more than just an emotion,

 it is a reality that can be lived into.  


Let our trust and confidence grow as we live into this story as well.
