Dec. 2018-Jan. 2019

Want to Keep Up With Our Most Current Events?

A Word From The President

A

s 2018 comes to an end I am Thankful, as
it has been a Blessed year! Sadly we are
saying goodbye to three board members
and I want to thank them for a wonderful job. Billy
Wagner worked with Parks and Rec and was able
to get us a reduced rental on the Vesper property.
Madelyn Wagner did a great job keeping our minutes and our
membership list up to date, thank you both we will miss you.
And also we are very sad to lose Cat Davenport who put her
experience to work on Cowboy and Ranch Challenges. She
was awesome and we all wish her a speedy recovery and look
forward to her return. Remaining on the Board is Vice President, Janet Chistiansen, Janet was at every work party and a big
help at the Cowboy Challenges as well as very helpful at fun
shows. Cathy McCall our Treasurer who has kept our checks
and balances. Iris Sparks our Welcoming Chair and Sunshine
Lady. And Ted Schwarzbach who has planned fun Challenges
and exciting obstacles and keeping our calendar filled with fun
events . Margit Deerman has been amazing working on website
sending out mailchimp and keeping our FB page up to date, We
are looking for two Chair positions and a Secretary. If you have
ever thought of being on the Board now is the time. We need
you!
That being said the year ahead looks like a good one! As
you may know Lisa Burkhard has given the Young Riders program a real boost and I for one am very excited. Heidi Helly has
agreed to put on three fun shows (Gymkhanas) and Ted will be
back with his Cowboy Challenges and Obstacles.
You will receive an application for membership in the mail this
year at $100 for single and $150 for family based on a 300 day
year. That is .50 cent per day with a 65 day bonus. What a deal!
We will still need help running the club but found collecting
volunteer hours too time consuming.
We now have help keeping the grounds in better than ever condition. Thank You Dean!
I hope to organize a free clinic so those interested can
learn how to use the equipment
at the arena, such as timer, PA system, generator and how to fill
out the book at the sign
up booth. If we don’t have that knowledge it’s hard to volunteer
to do it!
Hope to see you all at the Vaqueros “Country Christmas” party
on December 15th at 2:00pm at the Wagner’s Ranch!

What’s Happening
Upcoming Events

Christmas Party-December 15th 2-5pm
San Marcos Parade-December 2nd
Escondido Parade-December 8th
Catherine Davenport Benefit-January
19th (rain date January 26th)

Vaqueros Christmas Party and
White Elephant Exchange
When: December 15th, 2018 2:00pm - 5:00pm
Where: Wagner Ranch - 13878 Woods Valley Road,
Valley Center, CA 92082 (Follow the parking signs,
2nd driveway)
Vaqueros will provide: Chicken & pulled pork, buns,
drinks, plates, cups, napkins and utensils. *Note, we
did not discuss the cups, plates, napkins & utensils in
our meeting.
Members will be requested to bring one or more of
the following dishes: BBQ Beans, Coleslaw, Potato
Salad, dessert, or their Favorite Holiday Dish! Members are requested to E-Mail their contribution choices to Barbara @ wagonsrest2@aol.com The theme is
“Country Christmas”.
Party Activities: 2019 Board Member Elections,
Year End Awards, & a White Elephant Gift Exchange.
(A white elephant gift exchange entails bringing
a gift wrapped item from your home or office that
you do not want any longer i.e., re-gifts, paintings,
wall hangings, plaques, hoses, tools, nick knacks,
horse tack, wine glasses, etc., should be something
in good condition, not broken junk or trash. You
can also purchase a present if you are so inclined, if
purchasing a present the limit is $ 20.00. ) The gift
exchange will be a party game where the white elephant gifts will be exchanged, the goal is to entertain
rather than to gain!

Young Riders’ Corner
Young Riders

T

he Young Riders met on November 10th for a
drill team practice. Members practiced spacing
and speed drills. I am amazed at how good these
kids are! They picked up the moves incredibly quick,
and were a lot of fun to work with.
The Young Riders (and all Vaqueros Members) are invited to participate in two upcoming holiday parades:
San Marcos Kiwanis Holiday Parade
Sunday, December 2nd
10:00AM MEET in Parking Lot 9 at Palomar College.
This is located off Borden Road in San Marcos, near the
college baseball fields. Directions: Highway 78 to Twin
Oaks Valley Road, turn right on N Twin Oaks Valley
Road, turn left onto W. Borden Road. Be ready to be
judged by 11:00AM.
The theme for this parade is SUPER HEROES, let’s
deck ourselves and our horses out as your favorite super
hero. Horses look great with slinky for an event like
this. However this is not mandatory. But dressing as a
Super Hero is.
Escondido Jaycees Christmas Parade
Saturday, December 8th
7:30AM MEET in Back parking lot of California Center
for The Arts. Be ready to ride by 8:30AM.
Decorate your horse in Christmas themed decorations.
Wear your red Vaqueros shirt.
If you have any questions please contact Lisa Burkhard
at
760-594-6211 or lisajburkhard@gmail.com
San Marcos

December Birthdays
Lisa Burkhard.
Roger Redding
Margit Deerman
Jennifer Arvidson

5th
6th
21st
25th

January Birthdays
Kristy Corway
Kaylee Tate.
Julie Picot
Ricky Nelson.
Jessica Perpetua
Sadie Helton
Margit Deerman
Kelsey McCaffree.
Randy Nelson
Hannah Dickerson

3rd
5th
8th
15th
21st
20th
21st
26th
27th
28th

Please make a note that if we missed your
Birthday it was not on application.

Recent Events and Results
Rail Series Wraps Up with Buckle
and High Point Jacket Winners

Congratulations to our Rail Series Winners. The four
part series wrapped up on November 11th. Thank you
to Kathy Householder for putting this event together!
Overall Halter & Showmanship: Kristi and Skippy,
English W/T-13 & Under: Ella Bjerkes
English W/T-18 & Over: Debbie Kiepfer
English W/T/C-13 & Under: Sidney Duncan
English W/T/C-14-17: Hailey Bjerkes
Halloween Show Spooktacular Event
English W/T/C-18 & Over:Nancy Weir
ur yearly Halloween show was a BOO-ming
English W/T/C-Open: Hannah Dickerson
success. It is so fun to see our members come
Western W/J-13 & Under: Jayden Soliz
out and show their Halloween spirit with their
Western W/J-18 & Over: Michele Townley
horses. The costumes and creativity never fail to imWestern W/J/L-13 & Under: Sidney Duncan
press.
Western W/J/L-18 & Over: April Hall
Here are the winners of the Halloween show classes:
Western W/J/L-Open: April Hall
Speed Ball 18 and over: 1st-Madison, 2nd-Billy,
Most Improved Rider Award goes to Grace
3rd-Morgan.
Sportsmanship Award goes to Adele
Speed Ball Under 18: 1st-Sam, 2nd-Cate, 3rd-Emily.
Our High Point Winners are:
Ghots+Goblin: 1st-Olive & Lexi, 2nd-Lisa & Morgan,
English Country Pleasure W/T: Ella Bjerkes
3rd-Kaisly & Lindsay.
English Discipline Rail W/T: Debbie
Pumpkin Barrels: 1st-Emily, 2nd-Sam, 3rd-Lindsay
Country Pleasure W/T/C: Hannah Dickerson
Grave Robber: 1st-Sam, 2nd-Adelle, 3rd-Lindsay
Western Country Pleasure W/J: Michele Townley
Pumkin Weave: 1st-Emily, 2nd-Michaela, 3rd-Kaisley.
Western Discipline Rail W/J: Michele Townley
Western Country Pleasure W/J/L: April Hall
Western Discipline W/J/L: April Hall

O

Check out our website for a calendar of events, pre-registration
for shows and more HERE!
Have something you want
added to the next Nickers and
Neighs Newsletter? Email us at
nickersandneighs@valleycentervaqueros.com

equine education
the predator/prey dynamic worse. If you back off,
Is Your Horse Hard to Catch
he’ll come around.
by Parelli Natural Horsemanship
▪ Every time you go out with a halter and lead
atching a horse is designed to be hard to do... rope, your horse knows what’s coming because
that’s how horses have survived for millions
you never do anything different. So try something
of years.
new
Horses have the innate ability to out-think their
instead. Walk over to him with the halter, but
predators on the ground. A human trying to catch just give him a scratch or a carrot or something.
a horse reads like a “predator” to them, so they
Don’t try to catch him, just visit him. Just rub
use their best evasive maneuvers to avoid capture. and scratch him with the halter–use it as a tool to
When you’re trying to catch a horse and they’re
“make nice” and that’s it. Or walk out there with
avoiding you, they’re not being difficult; they’re
your equipment and just leave him alone; don’t
just trying to survive!
even try to approach. His conditioned responses
When a horse is hard to catch, people tend to
and associations will change and so will his rungang up and surround the horse...just like wolves ning away behavior.
or other predators would do. They corner the
These are just a few natural horsemanship aphorse, then lunge and grab at him. This scares
proaches to catching a horse. Notice that none
the heck out of a horse. In response to any agare punishing or aggressive, and all are designed
gressive measures, horses will go into total panic to break the predator/prey barrier in the human/
mode. In an effort to survive, they’ll fight, try to
horse interaction – the secret to the partnership
jump over tall walls or run blindly right over the relationship.
top of you.
Have a great day and Keep it Natural!
These behaviors sound extreme, but in order to
Margit Deerman, Licensed Parelli Professional
understand what’s going on in the horses mind
TED TALK
you need to understand that to the horse, the situation is extreme. Your horse isn’t afraid of being Rider Training is the Path to Succaught when you are chasing it, he is afraid of
cess For Training Your Horse
being killed and eaten.
by Ted Schwarzbach
Solutions
alance is not something we think about
▪ Think in terms of the relationship with your
much. But it is so important to our daily
horse. If you couldn’t catch your spouse, child, or
lives. We use it to stand, walk or sit wit
friend, would you insist the problem was with the
out falling. Every object in nature is in balance.
other person and that he or she is just “difficult”
The rocks on the mountain are balanced or ev– or would you look at the dynamic of the relationship itself and wonder what the problem was? erything would be flat. We walk in balance, so
we can lift one leg at a time. Balance is involved
The natural horse training approach is that instead of employing strategies for catching a horse, in everything we do. So why not think about
balance? Probably balance is such a part of nayou think about ways you might “attract” your
horse, i.e. learn to develop a relationship that will ture and we assume everything will stay balanced.
make your horse want to be with you rather than Horses are balanced when on their own but when
we throw a saddle and a person on them, they
run from you. It’s not really horse training that’s
can only balance themselves if all the weight on
needed when a horse is hard to catch; it’s relationship training. Learn to be really good at rela- their back is balanced. Balance is the topic of
this article and how we can use balance to signal
tionships and your horse will come running.
▪ Instead of chasing a horse that is running away and train our horse.
All the respected horsemen I’ve known say the
from you, try the opposite. Chasing the horse
just adds fuel to the fire; backing off is the better three key elements of horsemanship are feel,
timing and balance. They are the key elements
way to go. When you walk away, you remove the
and riding a horse involves all three. When the
pressure and defuse the chase. Sure, it’s natural
late-great horseman Bill Dorrance was pushed
to want to run after the horse, but it just makes
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equine education CONT.
Ted Talk Continued....
to rank the importance of feel, balance and timing he
replied that if you think about it, balance stands out because the lack of balance would cause the horse and rider
to fall. That statement changed my approach to training
horses. I believe that balance is the most important element in horse-back riding. Balance is the cornerstone of
my training horses and instructing students to ride correctly.
If balance is important then unbalance equally important
and creates the need to rebalance. Taking this thought a
little further.” If I can knowingly unbalance a horse, the
horse will predictably adjust to rebalance itself. Another
way of saying this is, I can unbalance the horse and create a desirable result of direction. The repeated use of the
same unbalancing act will condition(train) the horse to
react to this signal (of unbalancing) the same each time.
An example is if I want the horse to go to the right, I
look to the right and move the horses head to the right.
I have changed the balance of horse and rider and the
horse needs to move to the right to rebalance itself. The
act of balance and unbalancing is continuous through the
ride. Any shift of our weight is a signal to the horse and
communicating unwanted signals. Eliminating unwanted
Signals is just as important as the command itself.
Horse’s balance – The average horse weighs about 1000
pounds. That weight is distributed about 30% from the
nose to wither, 40% from the wither to coop and 30%
behind. Naturally the horse’s weight is around 60-70%
on the front feet and 30-40% on the rear. Since a horse
is narrower than long, the horse is much better able to
accept a weight shift forward and backwards and stay in
balance than weight changes side to side without having
to take a step to rebalance himself. When we ride, we
must keep the horse balanced, and leaning to the side has
a lot greater effect on the horses’ balance than leaning
forward or backwards.
Human position – our weight is straight up and down,
and we sit slightly back of the wither when mounted on a
horse. When we are balanced on a horse the total balance of the horse and rider (package) is shifted backwards
making for a balance near the center line of the horse.
Ideally the rider should be seated as though the rider was
bareback even in the saddle. (western style). We should
draw and imaginary vertical line from the rider’s heal
through the hip to the rider’s ear. The hands are low and
in front of the saddle with the feet being heals down and
toes out. When we sit correctly we are aiding the balance
of the horse.
Human unbalance - Any shift of our body from the balanced position while on the horse, will change the balance of the package and cause to horse to move or lean in

the opposite direction to rebalance itself. The riders body
position is key to the horses’ ability to understand and react to a signal of changing balance. It is always important
to have and keep the correct body position when mounted. When moving the rider needs to be in time with the
horse and quiet not to send unwanted signals.
Horse reaction to unbalancing – “LOOK WHERE YOU
ARE GOING”. When the rider looks where he or she
is going, there is signal to the horse and an immediate
improvement in the horse’s ability to respond. The reason is, when you look at the point where you intend to
go, there is shift in weight of the rider sending a signal to
the horse. The riders act of looking creates an imbalance
in the rider’s body which the horse feels and reacts to by
turning in the intended direction and rebalances itself
and rider. When I say “look” I intend for the rider to
look by turning not just the head but the shoulders and
upper body above the waist in that direction. The hips
and legs are affected by this looking motion but looking is
only through the upper body.
The best way to experience this feel of unbalancing/rebalancing is not to use your reins or legs with the horse
standing still. Turn and look at an object either right or
left and just hold that position. It will not take long, and
the horse will adjust its weight and rebalance to accommodate you looking off to the side. Try this at a walk as
well. Just looking at a point and feel the slightest shift in
the horse’s body to accommodate your change in balance.
Keep looking and don’t quit, the horse will get it and you
are on your way to a softer horse.
My final thought is that when I’m training a horse, I
incorporate changes in balance immediately by looking
where I am going and directing the horse with the reins.
Then I add leg pressure as the horse understands the
reins. As the horse understands the leg pressure as part
of a command I back off on the use of the reins and keep
the balance command. I’ll get softer, slower and lighter
with the use of my reins. All the time I am training I
continue looking where I am going and allow the horse
to feel this change in balance as part of the command. I
continue to soften my commands as we progress, but I do
not reduce my feel of balance. The looking translates to
a feel in my seat as a change of balance. I ride through
my seat until reins and leg cues are not as necessary. By
changing my balance and correctly looking where I want
to go the horse will react to my change that is when I am
riding through my seat.
Happy trails
Ted Schwarzbach
Handle bar T Horsemanship				

Member Spotlight

Valley Center Vaquero
Madison Wagner Crowned
Miss Rodeo California 2018

H

orses and the western way of life
are alive and well in Southern
California. Our equestrian calendar is
full of rodeos, trail rides, cattle working events, and horse shows. To help
promote the values and strength in
the western way of life, California is
proud to have an ambassador to represent our state – Miss Rodeo California. Each year contestants vie for
the title of Miss Rodeo California and
the opportunity to be an ambassador
for the sport of professional rodeo and
the world of ranching, farming, and
agriculture. The pageant to select this
ambassador is held annually in Lancaster California in early October and coincides with the California
Circuit Finals Rodeo. The young lady crowned Miss Rodeo California spends the following year traveling the state of California
and beyond, promoting our great state, rodeo, and the western way
of life. She is a role model to our youngsters, a superb horsewoman, has knowledge of California and the western world, and the
poise and ability to represent that world to others. After her reign
as Miss Rodeo California, she is poised to further her career journey with a scholarship from Miss Rodeo California, Inc.
This year’s pageant was held October 3rd to October 6th, and over
the three-day pageant contestants were put through a variety of
events allowing judges to ascertain the personality, horsemanship
skills, and appearance of each contestant. Contestants competed in
speech, modeling, written tests on rodeo knowledge, horsemanship,
and interviews. Contestants participated in live media interviews
promoting the Circuit Finals Rodeo and various sponsors.
Congratulations to Valley Center resident Madison Fay Wagner, our
new 2019 Miss Rodeo California. Born in the small town of Valley
Center, California, Madison says she rode horses before she could
walk. At 19 years old, she enjoys baking, quilting, camping, roping,
team sorting, horse-back mounted archery, and embroidery. Madison is an equine veterinary assistant and gentles mustangs through
the BLM Trainer Incentive Program. Next fall, she will transfer
to California State University, San Marcos to complete a chemistry
degree, preparing her to develop pharmaceuticals to treat mental
illness. Madison is the daughter of Madelyn and Billy Wagner.
The title of Miss Rodeo California comes with a scholarship, belt
buckle, and saddle as well as the use of the Hunter Dodge Ram of
the West truck and Golden West trailer, and a host of other prizes
donated by our generous sponsors. Brand new to the pageant, all
contestants received a scholarship. To win the title of Miss Rodeo
California Madison won the personality and appearance categories,
written test award, and the speech award.
Next time you attend a rodeo, be sure to look for Miss Rodeo California 2019, Madison Wagner, California’s ambassador to the world
of rodeo.
Deborah Burken – Miss Rodeo California, Inc

Fundraiser to be held for
Catherine Davenport

O

n October 11, Vaquero board member,
Catherine Davenport was injured in a horse
accident, where her horse came over on top
of her. Cat had to be airlifted to the hospital, where
she found out she had shattered her hip and pelvis,
and cut her artery in four different places. Catherine
is a valuable member to our club. This year Cat put
on the Ranch Horse Challenge, a new event to the
Vaqueros. She is a young wife and Mother, and could
use the help and support of our club to rally around
her during this difficult time as she recovers. She has a
long road ahead of her to recover, about a year before
she will be able to ride again, but we all could take a
lesson from her positivity and spirit, and her cowgirl
attitude as she counts down the days until she can be
in the saddle again.
Chad Waldhauser is putting on a benefit with
proceeds donated to Catherine on Saturday January
19th (rain date set for January 26th). There will be a
three part ranch horse challenge that includes; trail
class, ranch rail and ranch riding. There will be a
buckle awarded to first place (combined score from
all three events) for Noice, Amature, and Open. There
will also be a silent auction for those who are unable
to ride in the event. The event flyer is attached to the
end of this newsletter with more information.
Text or PM Chad Waldhauser 760-505-2334 to help
with prizes, Buckle sponsorships or other things
needed for the challenge. If you’d like to donate to the
silent auction please text Vanessa Aspin at 760-5503001

A Special Thank You to Our Sponsors

Thank you to the local businesses for their generous contribution of funds, equipment, &
labor. Together, we keep the tradition of horsemanship alive in Valley Center!
Interested in becoming a Sponsor? Sponsorships come in all sizes and types. You get to
help a great team of riders PLUS you get exposure to the horsefolk of our little town!
Contact Us Here!

