This passage is one that everyone is aware of, SLIDE

like the 4 horsemen 


or the sealing of the 144,000, 



but we struggle to agree as to what it means.  

All kinds of conjecture and Godly desire has gone into interpreting this passage 


and working it into a systematic theology.  SLIDE
Out on the other end, 


comes labels like pre-millenial, post-millenial, and a-millenial.  

Or as is it is known amongst the gangs in seminary, 


are you: pre-trib, post-trib, or a-trib?  



Trib being short for the tribulation.  

I say gangs, 


because your stance on this is like wearing a gang symbol to some.  

Other than, “What denomination are you a pastor of?”  


This is probably the second most asked question of myself 



when meeting new people 



and telling them I am a pastor.

There are a few issues with this.  SLIDE
One, 


it is causing division within the church.  

Two, 


no matter who is right, 



we all end up in the same place, 




so nothing is going to change the end result.  

Three, 


we are trying to systematize how God is going to work in the world.  

No matter how diligent you are, SLIDE

God is going to throw you a curveball.  

Don't believe me?  


Abraham and Sarah having Isaac at 90, 


Moses parting the Red Sea, 


Israel going to Exile, 


the Virgin Mary giving birth, 


Saul becoming Paul.  

Then there is Jesus culminating in his resurrection from the dead 


and sending the Holy Spirit.  

None of these options were even on anyone's Bingo card.  


So to pretend we can fully map out 



how God is bringing everything together in the end is a fool's errand.

What complicates it even more, 

is that we often break the standards we have been working with throughout Revelation.  
Rules like, SLIDE


numbers are statistics 



or are they symbols?  


We have been working with symbols all along.  

Or, it is not what happens next, 


but what John ____ next?  



What he sees.  


This is not a chronological account.  



John can see things out of order.

So taking everything that we have learned so far, 


lets wade into the text 



and make sure our way of hearing this passage 




is not breaking any of our simple rules.  

Now if I were reading just up to verse 6, 


we could get away with hearing this 



as just the next step after the marriage supper of the lamb 



and the feast of God for the birds.  

Satan is thrown into the Abyss.  


But verse 7 messes up that assumption.  SLIDE
Satan is freed 


and then is allowed to cause trouble again for awhile, 

before going to where the two beasts are, 


the lake of burning sulfur.  

So how should I hear this?  


Am I supposed to hear that there are two wars that are never fought?  


And on the questioning goes, 



until I remember that this is not chronological.  SLIDE
Verse 1 has, 


“I saw.”  

Verse 4 has, 


“I saw.”  

Verse 7 has a  time referent 


for what happens next in the passage.  



“When the 1000 years are over.”  

So we know that what happens in verse 7, 


happens after verse 4.  

The same can not be said of verse 1 and 4.

As you look at this text, 


you can start to see why the 1000 year reign seems to be important.  SLIDE

It is mentioned 6 times in 10 verses.  

So what is millenium all about?  


Milli meaning thousand, 


ium meaning years.  

Is it a statistic or a symbol?  


It is a symbol.  



Ten means complete.  



Ten time ten means really complete.  



Ten times 10, times 10 means really, really complete.  

In 1000 ad, 


there were people who thought Jesus was coming back.  

It happened again in 2000 ad, 


I was alive then and remember it like it was 25 years ago.  

What we should be hearing Jesus say 


is that in the right amount of time to get everything done that needs to get done, 


this will happen.

Now we reach a division, 


when will all of this take place?  SLIDE
When will the dragon be seized and bound.  

It seems fairly obvious from the headlines this week, 


this summer, 


this year 



that the dragon is still on the loose.  

It seems that way, 


does it not?

I have good news.  SLIDE

The dragon is already bound.  


He has been bound since Jesus came.  

Remember that great verse in 12:9, 


“The great dragon was hurled down—



that ancient serpent called the devil, 



or Satan, 




who leads the whole world astray. 


He was hurled to the earth, 



and his angels with him.” 
In Mark, 


after Jesus stands strong to Satan's temptations, 

Jesus goes on a streak of healings 


starting with driving out an evil spirit, 


then all the demons in Capernum, 



then a man with leprosy, 



and a paralytic. 

By chapter 3, 


he is being accused of being with Beezlebub.  

We hear Jesus say, 


“In fact, 



no one can enter a strong man’s house 




and carry off his possessions 



unless he first ties up the strong man. 


Then he can rob his house.”  

Jesus is saying he has tied up the strong man Satan


 and is robbing his house.  



He is taking back his people who are demon possessed.  

Jesus is in control 


and Satan can't do much because he is bound.  

Now I say Satan can't do much, 


but it seems like a lot.  

If Satan has been bound since Jesus, 


why aren't things getting better?  

There are two sides to this issue.  


One side is, SLIDE


while Satan is bound, 




his two beasts are not.  



At least not yet.  

Political Power and Religious Power 


outside of God's 



are leaving their mark on the earth.  

Much like drug cartels or the mafia, 


even when we have the leader in custody, 


behind bars, 



the trade goes on.  

The other side is, SLIDE

just our human brokenness still plays itself out.  

When we don't trust that Jesus is enough, 


bad choices are made.  

When I look at the grand scheme of things, 


I feel like things are going much better than they could be.  

But I still want to ask the text, 


what would it look like if the nations were deceived 


versus not being deceived now.  

What has changed in our understanding of the world 


since Jesus came?

This is just my speculation on this issue, 


but the nations previous to Jesus' coming, SLIDE


thought they had to save themselves, 



they had to do the work.  

This is where the accuser, 

Satan, 

that serpent made his living.  


Showing people over and over, 



how they fell short of God's glory.  


We see him doing this is the book of Job.  SLIDE


“Yeah, he is good, 




but that is because you are coddling him.”  

As long as the nations believed they had to rescue themselves, 


we were doomed!  

Our worship was to please the gods in whatever form, 


so that they would show us favor 


or forgive us for falling short.  

But we never measured up.  


We were never going to measure up.

Now at the end, 


before the New Heaven and the New Earth come down, 



the text says Satan will be set free for a short time.  

Knowing of Satan's role in heaven, SLIDE

I hear the text pointing to the fact that Satan will be given one last chance 



to inspect the Bride and the Groom, 


to see if there is anything out of order.  

In this new creation, 


we would not want someone operating like the serpent in the garden, 



saying, “You can be like God!  



Just ignore Him”  

With Satan doing his job, 


anyone who is like that 



will not be allowed to be part of the wedding supper.  

That takes us all the way to verse 4 SLIDE

and the next “I saw.”  

Not what happens next.  

But we see next 


people given authority to judge sitting on thrones.  

Why are they there?  


Because of their testimony for Jesus and the word of God.  


They stayed faithful to God.  

Verse 4 has a second SLIDE

“And I saw” 



with a piece I had not put together before.  

That is, 


the device of their demise matters.  

As we know, 


Jesus was crucified on the cross, 



but he kept his head.  


I could go off on an allegory about 



those who let Jesus be their head 



were fit to judge 




and it could work.  

However, 


we would miss what John is saying, 



because we don't know Roman law well.  

When Roman citizens were put to death for breaking the law, 


they could only be killed by decapitation.  



Something quick and final.  


No cruel or unjust punishment for a Roman Citizen.  

Not a Roman citizen, 


then whatever the people are up for.  



Gladiator fights, 



torture, 



or the cross.  

Those souls are citizens of the Kingdom of God.  


If they stayed faithful to Jesus 



and they die from old age, 




that is okay.  

The text is saying they need to die as citizens of the Kingdom of God. 

Now if we are saying that the 1000 years started when Jesus was born, 


when do the Souls of those beheaded come to life 


and reign with Jesus for a thousand years, 



aka until the completely complete time has passed?  

Right now.  

Look at the text.  SLIDE

“Came” and “reigned”


 “are a past tense verb form indicating a simple, 



discrete action that occurred at a specific point in the past.” 

God's citizens are reigning with him now!  


As we deny the mark of the beast 


and do not worship him, 



we are reigning with Jesus now.

As we reach verse 7, SLIDE

it sounds awfully like the story we just heard in chapter 19 



about the forces gathering, 



but then being dismissed without any fighting.  

That is because it is the same situation,


 just with new details.  

You could make a point that the first time, 


everyone was destroyed by the double edged sword 


and here it is fire from heaven.  

That would work, 


as long as you don't read any stories about God's people speaking 



and then fire coming down to consume their enemies.

Even if this is making sense for you 


and the order of events tracks, 



there is probably a piece that seems off.  

Is this all the better reigning with Jesus looks like?  


This world is what I get to reign over 


and we have been doing it for 2000 years 



and this is where we are at?

I would respond with two pieces.  

First, 


remember again, 



that help comes from outside of us, 




not from us.  

The new heaven and earth are coming down, 


not being built up.  

Jesus came down, 


we did not raise him up, 



except on a cross.  

The other piece that might make your reign 


and your throne sound more familiar SLIDE


is to ask, “How did and does Jesus reign?”  

I almost made it the whole time without saying this, 


but Jesus reigns as a slain lamb, 


not a lion.  

What does a lamb do?  


It gives.


It serves.  



It gives its wool 



and it gives its life.  

Jesus' reign 


is centered on him serving the world.  SLIDE
When we are serving the world, 


serving our neighbor, 


serving our community as Jesus did, 



we are reigning with the Lamb.  

When we died to looking out only for ourselves 


and were raised to life to serve others, 



we experienced the first death 



and the first resurrection.  


We were raised to new life in Jesus.  

The second death, 


this earthly death has no power over us, 



because we are already reigning in Jesus as fellow servants.  

Our future is secure.  


We will be beheaded, 



not crucified, 



not thrown into burning lakes of fire, 


because we are citizens 


and rulers of the Kingdom of God.
And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holding in his hand a great chain. 2 He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years. 3 He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand years were ended. After that, he must be set free for a short time. 
4 I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony for Jesus and because of the word of God. They had not worshiped the beast or his image and had not received his mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 5 (The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.) This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first resurrection. The second death has no power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him for a thousand years. 
Satan’s Doom
7 When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison 8 and will go out to deceive the nations in the four corners of the earth—Gog and Magog—to gather them for battle. In number they are like the sand on the seashore. 9 They marched across the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of God’s people, the city he loves. But fire came down from heaven and devoured them. 10 And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever. 
The Dead Are Judged
11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from his presence, and there was no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. 13 The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done. 14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. 15 If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. 

