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Father, the evenks of Ehis world unfold according to a plan Ehat we cannot fully understand, But Vou

Trust in the Ubrd with &l your heart
and lean not on your own understanding;
in all your waysgubmit to Him,
understand. Help us to trust You, Lord, even when we are grieving. Help us to trust You even when we are
confused. Today, in whatever circumstances we find ourselves, let us trust You and accept Your love ..
completely ... Amen!!

and He will make your paths straight. .
Proverbs 3:5-6 .
Dolores Ann Mankin

May 18,1946 - May 7, 2014
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Grace, In Love - Part Il

God has sel people like Andrew Womack, Joseph Prince, Creflo Dollar, and Dr. Tom Anderson at Living Word Bible
Church along with many, many more apart for this very season. The message, of grace, is frickling from tham to the ears
and hears of those that are ready o stretch their faith and believe. Although, |8t me add right here, it is not only these
mare known leaders that are hearing and obeying the call to speak boldly about grace! It is though, because of their obe-
dience to teach us, His sheep, that we are hearing the message in a whole new light! | can tell you that hera at the Shr-
comere for (fried, a5 we read all of the mail; its becoming easier for us to see that many of you are gaining an even deeper
revelation and understanding of grace pouring into your lives every day as well. Praise God!!

| have been listening to these grace messages now for the past seven years. The longer and more intently | listen, the
easier it has gotten to understand and believe. The Holman Christien Standard Bible reveals Romans 1017 1o us like
this, “Sa faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the message about Christ.” 3o, |
guess what | am saying here is this. “The more we listen o the message about Christ the more we hear. The more we
hear the easier it becomes o believe,. The longer that wea believe the stronger our faith becomes. Then when ouwr faith
becomes fixed on the message of Christ, which is the Good News, we will then movea from simply believing o knowing
Him!”

Think about what it says here in 2 Chronicles 16:9a, (ISV) “The LORD's eyes keap on roaming throughout the earth,
looking for those whose hearts completaly belong to Him, so that He may strongly support them.” What | see here
is that the LORD s continually looking for people that are willing to pour Him into others, As our heart shows it complately
belongs to Him, He then will “strongly support them (us)”! Hebrews 4:13 (MLT) tells us thal, “Nothing in all creation
is hidden from God. Everything Is naked and exposed before His eyes, and He is the One to Whom we are
accountable.”

I am in agreement and belewe that grace has been laught in many churches over the years, 1o a certain degree. Bul quite
possibly it's only being taught to a “certain degree”™ due o the perceptionunderstanding of the Word. And that is what
religion is, man's perception instead of baing led by the Holy Spirit. Then in some instances, it's quite possibly God's
timing in that church. Either way | don't believe it's always intentional to hold the people under the Law, but instead that
they have yet to be set free themselves,

In the Book of Revelation, chapters 2 and 3, Jesus begins by speaking to seven differant churches concerming such
issues. All of these Revelation references are being taken from the Mew Living Translation Bible. To the first church,
Ephesus, the loveless church, He acknowledges, in Revelation 2:2, ™1 [ieve e peorr Fees et and (e ezt
e, [ fmony pe don doismis ol peeplsa ™ Jesus continues on in verse 4 (o let them know, T e (ks eeme
rolind sgeisd paos W @ foes L ar eesl aifber o8 e il a7 @t ® Mow to the second church, Smyma, one of
persacution, He says, T ooy oo rEer sofiseieg Qo ey sy - bt i are eieil .. O oot B afdd of o
T ST Sl 8 sitas Tl aledl ol fieoer Sen af oo G @led D Gt pee o wdl e for i ckps, G 7
T FEmE i it ceEm e Mosinn e, [ wedl it o e e af 117 (Revelation 2:8a, 10) To the third
church, Pergamum, the compromising church, He says, “l fridnr T060 e e 00 £ ey ielarD SSiEn De (1S e, Ml
e e FEmeineE Enhy 05 002, ey retvees) 02 gy 1D ... S [ Eave 8ty cammEEime aeinad e, e
fElrErais SEpd SEENE [ elieed dhasiing & e Oal &F BalEdn ..~ (Revelation 2:13a, 14a) to the fourth church,
Thyatira, the cormmupt church, He claims, * ey &1 (e fhinne ey de [ Bevs Sem HEr e, e i, veer serdtes
A prear Eadiaet andhrored, LAod [ G6n S5 [y consiant Sprevedsnt 0 o fiess dhinss. St e 0 soii-
el sgedne oo Yoo S permiiing Thed wnaeem « el Jaesbel wie cale bereell £ prambel <0 ke My sermmg
sl ™ (Revelation 2:19, 20a) Here in the fifth church, Sardis, the dead church, Jesus says, 7 iy il e dhinss (e
iy, S AEE pron enTh FREnEG (i Beitg St o Gl (e Sre dodl Mt o Stregiiiee e (s reesis, fe
cEEm eiad i 0aW i almes? dlzaad, § e Gt pear aettnns a2 fed et Ge regiirErents of My @, &0 ol @
el ey (s ] Cocafraners sd (Ml S e 7 fioafpe ™ (Rewvelation 3:1b = 3a) And to the sixth church, Philadeiphia,
the faithful church, He affirms, T0at A GERES, 18 @OE &0 GlEEsg g bl M GReEs, A NE 8N R [ e &l
s s peoar @6, Srd! [ s GRancd] & alogr oy pew (e i O o Sed, e bawe Ml SsirEngil, el e

' iy v S0 &l ey ey (e, Lealk, [ wdll feres dheew wive baleng 00 Son's Symagegs ... 19 GEms amg
Exener dienm & e feed, Toary wdl ssimendEeEE died per af 40e anes [ l2vE SEeamss [Ey e aleyed 1y
SR 05 arsamErg [l wemdned oo feah O fraa S o el ..~ (Revelation 3:7c -10) And finally in Rewv-
efation 3:15-16 Jesus is now speaking to the seventh church, a lukewarm church, Laodicea, when He said, T fmaer &l
e dhbns [o @ (works), bl poe £rE i ol oo e, § edel o (7o wrErs s dr e ey B sines [
&R (e coptes, oaitier bed mer endd, 0 el auit pow et af By toaeih® As we all read through Rewvelation 2 and
3, we may find that we are seated in the pews of more than one of these churches, Even if it's only one of them, Jesus
clearly has a running theme for us all ... repentance and return b your First Love. It is through repentance that we will find
His Grace available to help us accomplish all that He has set before us! So, let me ask you this, “Which one of these
churches do you want to be found sitting in when Jesus retums?”
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From my own personal standpoint; knowing the lifestyle that 've been rescued out of makes it is easy for me 1o see and
recenve the message of grace! Like so many of you sitting there behind those bars, walls and fences, | know | don't
deserve the level of LOVE and forgiveness that | feel inside. It is not that we now love Him that has made the difference
but that He first loved us! (f John 4:13) That's what grace is! It is not something that any of us deserve or think we can
eam. itis a GIFT from God through His Son Jesus' Life, Burial and Resurrection! (1 John 4:9) The only part that we have
in any of it is to recaive His grace and than freely GIVE IT TO ALL THOSE AROUND US! Remember this, even though
you may not fesl or think that “this so in so or that so In s0° doesn't deserve your grace, forgiveness or love el me remind
you that neither do you nor did you as God gives/gave it to youll

The message of grace brings a freedom to serve, the way you are, Grace shows us that we are freed from having 1o look
like the cockie cutter perfect Christian to come serve and follow Jesus! We do have to give the Holy Spirit permission o
prune us and groom us as He directs our way in the body, I'm felling you all that vou ARE the ones that God is calling, just
as you are, o come reach the people that only you can reach. Consider this; as you view your own body at different imes
you notice that there are days when your hands are much dirtier than your face, or maybe your feet stink more one day
than anather, doas that mean that thase dirty stinky parts cannot be used? NO! You ALL have a place in the body of
Christ, and it is a place that many church people have no desire 1o go ... like the streets, the prisons, the gutiers; the front
lines of what they know as enemy territory, To us, the ones that once lived and operated thare, it's not scary or intimidating
to go into those areas. | say this with absolutely no judgment or prejudice 1o any of those people. NO! They are doing
what they are called to do and now it's time for us to step up to the plate and fill in the slots that God has prepared for
each one of us as well! You ask, "How is all of this going 10 happen Duck?” It all begins with LOVE! You may also ask, “If
Love is the most impaortant part in this entire message why are you putting it here at the end?” I've put it at the end so it's
the freshast part on your minds. All of the things written abowve this point are to ba filtered through Love, remembear?

Jesus is teaching about loving our enemies in Matthew 5:43-48 and Luke §:27-36. | can almost bet there are many of
you that when you get to these Scriptures yvou just kind of slide right on past them to something a litile easier to read. If
that is you let me reassure you; you will not only have 1o read them but you'll have to be a doar as well. Why put it off?
Let's all look at it together, TODAY. We will refer to Matthew's account as Jesus begins in Matthew 5:43 (KJV) with, T&aw
fenrm (e dhad @ wes aais], W e fafnbbar s Tais pEer Gnamps® Now in Matthew 5:44 (KJV),walch as Jesus
kicks it up a notch, “Tek [ sy e o, [Loms o asaes, firoess W O cores oo, @ g i G Tl ot
T, S ErErr dar @b T dearpiiadolly vee (e, S PEFREEIED MR .Y Continuing on, in Matthew 5:45 (AMP), @
Slieer (D0 preay A0 Wid SlERED of peor Fodber Bfe G i fededn.™ We see thal by baing a doer and not just a readar,
our new life will reveal to those around us that we now belong o a different family, the family of God. The Bible tells us the
only way God accepts us to Himself is by balieving in the One He sent, Jesus! (2 Corinthians 5:18) When wa recaive
Jesus as our perscnal Lord and Savior, God then sees each one of us as His child. It's through the crimson Blood of
Jesus thal we are cleansed as white as snow in God's eyes, (Psalms 51:7) As we travel through the days, weeks and
even years with Jesus we will be made more aware that His Blood has progressively broken the chains of lust, addictions,
hatred and you can fill in the blanks for your own persanal lives,

Jesus tells us in Matthew 5:9 (NLT), "] Mizasss thass i e e messs, for dhae el S enlize 0 ahiithemn af
Eadl® 1 John 4:7=-8 (NLT) tells us, “Dear friends, let us continue o love one another, for love comes fram God.
Anyone wha loves is a child of God and knows God, But anyone who does not love does not know God, for God
is fove.” Let's conlinue on down the page to 7 John 4:15-17 (MLT), “4ll that confess that Jesus is the Son of God
have God living in tham, and they live in God, Wa know how much God loves us, and we have put our trust in His
love. God is love, and all who live in love live in God, and God lives in them. And as we live in God, our love
grows more perfect.” | am in no way saying that sharing Sod's love with some pecple is going to be easy. Mot everyone
will recaive the love that you are trying to show them. 1 John 2:6 (MLT) reads that, “Those that say they live in God
should live their lives as Jesus did.” Many people may look at you like you are up to something and they may even put
up a shigld or a hard heart against your actions. But when this happens | encourage you to remember Who you are frying
to please. 15 il them or God? (Galatians 7:70) 1 John 2:9-70 (NLT) tells us thal, “If anyome claims, 1 am living in the
fight,” but hates a Christian brother or sister, that person is sl iving In the darkness. Anyone who loves anotier
brother and sister is living in the light and does not cause others to stumble.” Then, there are many that consider
these kinds of actions as weak, vulnerable or prey. There will be some that do not want the lightilove you have o share
and will ook at you with hatred, Don't taunt them but share Him ANYWAY S| Jesus assures us that this will happan in
John 15:18-19 (NLT), "' S rordetis! DEdEs 150G, AEadidmier dot I forss’ e et 1ThE wede) el (Bvs (e 92 ame &
fiz anm I raw Salemmes & 4 Sod pey afe B2 lenger par af e wadkl [ aiese ey iz esme oo af ihe nenk], 50 5
(iniss prinn, ™ Spreading God's love is a difficult task in some areas of our lives but God blesses us when we DO (T
ANYWAY! Remember this, when we refuse to spread God's love to others arcund us, out of fear, we have allowed the
enemy to be the shut off valve to the flow of God's love, As we begin to value people the way Jesus values people, we will
begin to speak with gentleness, act with more kindness and leamn to forgive quicker and then our love towards others will
grow tramendouwsly!
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T on t worey abont annthing wstead pran about cocrnthing Gell $rod what von need and thank Sim for
all §3 fias dong Philippians 4:6 (NLT)

Pramer RNequests
Recently, my mom tells me that my grandmother has passed
on and she was a great woman and lived a long life, but the
kicker is that my uncle (her sen) died right before her. My
mem has taken it pretty good, but still, | know she's
suffering. So, it's now only me and my mother whom | dearly
lowve with all my heart, She just recently divorced and is now
getting to know God for the first time. A lot has taken place
ir her life and | only worry about her. | want God to take a
hold of her life and never let go. | dont want this to be in her
life ane moment, and then the next, just gone. With ma
being gone for a minute and her alone, | know the devil can
be a charming, aggrassive factor in anyona’s life, whan yoau
don't have God next to vou and in your heart. A kot of times
this place | live in can beat you down and make you feal your
all alone and ripe for the devil’s picking. But, I'm good and |
try and walk the straight and narrow, it gets to be a
challenge at moments but being a Christian we all should
expect daily trials, but always thank Jesus for His Blood, it's
aur victory that we already have, | would like to thank God
for the truth delivered to my mothers heart, | know that
everything is a work in progress, but | pray that God remains
in her heart and that she finds peace and a good church to
attend. | love her so much and only wish the best for her and
knowing that God is for her anly makes my heart smile.
Thank You Lord for Your kind blessing. Please pray for me
and my mother ... B.A.

Could you please pray for my mom and children that they
stay good and healthy and be blessed ... M.F.

My mather, Mary, and her husband, Kenny, came dowm from
MM to visit me and | got to share Jasus Christ with therm.
They both are not Christians . .. yat!!! Please keep their
salvation in your prayers ... thank you ... LW.

I have a prayer request for myself and my family ... May God
wse me and continue to guide me with His Holy Spirit to do
His will. May He take my sister Bre's drug additions from her;
heal heer for | know its possible through His Blood. Protect,
guide, and be with my nephews keeping them in safety, love
and good health. Mother, Darlene, to give the strength, love,
wisdom, health, and knowledge to open her heart and to
trust the Lord that He can heal her and take her drinking
away without her even wanting it, and peace of heart to
handle her two daughters through their lives. My Father,
Do, for healing in his back and neck, his health in general,
and love and peace knowing he's never alone. For my fiancé
and my step kids ... protect, guide, bless and to open their
hearts to our Father ... B.W.

Praies :,'{u:mrt_-'-

To feel the love of God expressed through others makes the
days so much more pleasant, even when those words come
frem a stranger. It's the familiar presence of our God that
brings a smile to our hearts, To be honest | am not sure what
my struggles are today. | have peace in my heart because |
feel the presence of God in my life, | plan o use this year to
become more disciplined ... LH.

| will start this letter by telling yvou a little about myself and
what I'm thying to becorme. I've been an atheist for most of
miy mature lifeé not knowing God at all or caring about Him
judging me at this point in my life. P'm o doing 15 years, not
the first time; I've got over 25 years locked up. I'm a 1

percenter for a M/C organization. Last month, | picked up
the Bible for the first time. About five months ago, | found

your newsletter in my dorm and | read it from cover to cover
and enjoyed it very much. That’s what started me reading

the Bible. | would like to receive your newsletter, It's time for

a change in my life... R.T.

Mow for a quick update from the concrete bo. |'m still on
the path moving forward. Baby Christians take baby <teps.
I'm reading and praying. It's a startin the fght direction. |
have a long way to go. But | find myself waking up with a
smila in lockdown. That's something new and | thank the
Lord for that and | do every day ... R.F.

We had a brother leave us and went back to CA, thank you
Lord. It's 50 good to see people leave here. He wanted to go
on the Soul Patrol one last time, and we had 22 brothers out

there for the first time this vear ... Awesome!! Looking
forward 1o going out there and practicing boldness just
representing God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit ... . J.W.

I'm very blessad to be where | am. For three years, | have
grown through Christ and | have five more to keep growing.
Owur Father is truly amazing and to trust and believe in Him
fully is the best feeling ever. He gave me a wonderful man
wheo sees the best in me, his family who accepts me, and my
family who thinks of me ... Thank You, Jesus ...
Amen ... BW.

lam very blessed; Jesus has really been with me. | can't
thank Him encugh. | havent gone hungry onca this waek,
I'vie had something to eat at any part of the day, 've had a
little store here and there. Praise Jesus! | got blessad with
envielopes so |l could write vou guys. God is 5o good. | got
blessed with a new Bible this week too. | still haven't heard
from my family but all is well. God will take care of that part
of my life when it's time. | live on His time and | am com-
pletely okay with that. | serve the Lord and it's not my will
but His will be done, Praise Mesus! | want to thank you guys
for staying by my side and helping me through difficult
times ... K.H.
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Stripes and Lines
By K.R.

Thank you for the quick response to my letter. it would truly be a blessing to have any of my spirit filled words published in
thye E‘L‘_}JL*_:, newsletter, Wow, just think of all the people who will réad what 15 written in those pages, As I've read your
personal letter to me, it's as if God's Spint is talking to me about things that have happened in my e, Your words are
“truly” God's words, They have a natural effect that opens the door of my heart so that the very necessary words appear in
my mind so that I'm aware of whal the word of God is requinng me o writeé, and, “Yes™ my brother, you are very blessed to
have been entrusted with the ministry of the WS «5 newsletter! Amenl

Approximately six years ago at the Maricopa County Jail there was a man whao visited me from the Church on the Street
Ministry. As I'm thinking about it (while reading your letter) it came to my remembrance that ha said, he wishes that he
wouldn't have waited 50 long to stard serving Christ! Then vy spinit prayed for him!

While | was in the county jail, there were a lot of things happening o me while there for fifteen months. God was pouring
His Spirit inte me from all situations and was allowed to know that only by God's Spirt can we know it's Him and His will
for us through obedience to His Spint. That is exactly what | was experencing, however, I'm making it known that it is all
to the glory of God.

A volunteer named Dave from Alongside Ministry was here and brought with him these verses:

Colossians 1:10 - “That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being frultful in every good work, and
increasing in the knowledge of God."

1 Thessalonians 4:1 - “Furthermaore then we beseech you, brethren, and exhort you by the Lord Jesus, that as ye
have received of us how ye ought to walk and to please God, 50 ye would abound more and more."”

Philippians 1:27 - "Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether | come and
see you, or else be absent , | may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving
togetiver for the faith of the gospel. ™

| am saying this because as | mentioned earlier, your words are like God's words as | read your letter. I'm wondering if it is
a requirement for me to follow the leading of the Holy Spirit by the words in the letter to me from you.

What I'm certain of is thal God wants me o fulfill an assignment, and as | read that part of your letter, the word doubt
came to mind and | didnt know why. At first | wanied to put the doubt on you and say that you were doubling. Doubling
what? | didn't know, possibly you or maybe me. Then | considered my past and how I've not really finished any assign-
ment. Thera has been one! The Holy Spirit is always prompting us to do more. It's as if the testimony of your life is inviting
me ta do the very things that you have written and the fact that your testimony is a success, it included a promise of fulfill-
ment as though I'm able o see the end result. 1 Thessalonfans 4:2 - “For ye know what commandments we gave
you by the Lord Jesus. "

There was a time when at the county jail, there was a lady who did weunteer work and she said that there would be a
special guest speaker the following week. Nobody else showad up except the DOs and the inmates. So, the people
asked me to speak, 50 1 did. There weren't quite fifty people but there was maybe thirty. They loved the message and |
loved baing there W0 speak. Thera ara planty of reasons 1o write aboul what's going on, but when | read the part aboul the
men who never made it o prison it was as if God was saying that He used me to speak and that God's word didn't come
back voud,

Also, the day that the volunteer didn’t show up the DO's still gathered the inmates and went to the Chapel. Usually, under
any other circumstance the volunteer must be present before the Commander would give the okay to move inmates from
the Pod 1o the Chapel, This all happenead in 2006 ... all about the time that you mentioned in your testimany, and I'm
certain that the men you ministered to are some of those who missed prison.

| am cerain that God's word that He gave you to send me is just that, God's word. Plus I'm receiving confirmation that
your word is letting me know that there are at least five who missed prison and the rest of them are being used mightily by
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our Savior Jesus Christ. I'm wriling the number five because that's the number that came o my heart. I've got faith to
believe that our Savior and His word don't come back void. Why five? | am being honest, | don't really know, I'm only
speaking in faith.

My point is that this letter that you sent lo me is a confirmation to me, that God is working in you and through you. The
very works that you are penning are the Haly Spint filled words that are selting people free, There are bwo words that you
used in your letter ... sfdpes and line.

The word “line” appears 23 times in the Holy Scripture: Joshua 2:18.27, 2 Samuel 8:2, 1 Kings 7:158,23, 2 Kings 21:13;
2 Chronicles 4:2. Job 38:5. Psalm 19:4, 78:55; Isaiah 28:10,13,17. 34: 11,17, Isaiah 44:13, Jeremiah 31:39. Lamenta-
thons 2:8, Erekiel 40:3, 47:3; Amos T:17, Zechariah 1:16, 2:7; 2 Corinthians 10:716

When we go fishing, we use “line” (tackle). My focus is on the line. | am not versed well encugh to go deep into a study at
this point of time. Howeaver, I'm going to share this with you

| am currently incarcerated. Today as | was eating breakfast it came 1o mind that in detention units, the people used
material to make lines long encugh to go from cell o cell by using a weight of some sort and throw it, or push it under the
door and out of the cell, to move things from one call to anather, Some inmates call this fishing from cell to cell,

As | am eating breakfast it occurred to me that these men are being prepared for a mission that is amazing. May we call it
... Search and Rescue? Joshua 2:17-18 = “And the men said unto her, We will be blameless of this thine oath
witich thou hast made us swear. Behold, when we come into the fand, thou shalt bind this line of scarlet thread in
the window which thou did fef us down by: and thou shalt bring thy father, and thy mother, and thy brathren, and
thy entire father’s household.™

The word “line™ here in 2 Corinthians 10:16, “To preach the gospel in the regions beyond you, and not to boast in
another man's ne of things made ready to our hand”, as | am allowed of my Creator to share with you, it was brought
to me that here in 2 Corfnthians 10 Paul was teaching the Corinthians about a line, Why? Was it necessary? You decida!

If you read Psalm 13:4, “Their line has gone out through all the earth, and their words fo the end of the world. In
them He has set a tabernacle for the sun” and verse 3, “There is no speech, there are no words, neither is their
vaice hreard. ™ The only difference in this verse and detention is that it is very loud in detention.

As | was reading, doing a word study on the “line”, | am reminded of the word “stripes”. This word is brought by revelation
(1 Peter 2:25), "For ye were as sheep goling astray; but are now refurned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your
souls, " T Peter 2:24 05 this, “Who His own self bare our 5ins in His own body on the tree that we, being dead to
sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose siripes ye were healed.™

When | read this, it occurred to me that the stripes that heal us are, or were, and did need to come. However, | was told
that we had already been healed and if we believe in Jesus or had faith 1o know we were healed, we would be healed, It
didn't make any sense to me because if believers were getting sick, then why? So lel’s ook al this prophecy by Samuel
in 2 Samuel 7:13-17, “He shall build a house for My name, and | will establish the throne of His kingdom forever. |
will be His father, and He shall be My son. If he commit iniquity, | will chasten him with the rod of men, and with
the sitripes of the children of men: But my mercy shall not depart away from hirm, as [ took it from Sawl, whom |
put away before thee, And thine house and thy kingdom shall be established for ever before thee: thy throne
shall be establiished forever. According to all these words, and according fo all this vision, so did Nathan speak
unto David. ™
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Soots IAible Study Y(otes

1 Samuel 20:1-21:15
God's laws should not be applied withou! compassion. To do good and to save life is God's greater law. [(21:1)

The Bible makes it very dear that lying is wrong. (Lewviticus 19:71) Lying, like every other sin, is sericus in God's sight
and may lead to all sorts of harmful consequences. Don't minimize or categorize sins. All sins must be avoided, whether
or not we can foresee their potential Consequences. (21:°2)

John 9:1-41

Wa live in a fallen world whera good behavior is not always rewardad and bad behavior is not always punished. Thera-
fore, innacent people sometimes suffer. If God took suffenng away whenever we asked, we would follew Him for comfort
and conveniance, not out of love and devotion. Regardiess of the reasons for our suffaring, Jesus has the power to help
us deal with it. When you suffer from a disease, tragedy or disability, try not 10 ask, why did this happen o me? Or what
did | do wrong? Instead, ask God to give you strength for the trial and a clearer perspeciive on what is happening. (9:2-3)

Psalm 113:1-114:8

In God's eyes, a person's value has no relationship to'his or her wealth or pesition on the sodial ladder. Many people who
have excelled in God's work began in poverty or humble beginnings. God supersedes the social order of this world, often
choosing his future leaders and ambassadors from among social outcasts. Do you treat the unwanted in society as
though they have value? Demonsirate by your actions that all people are valuable and useful in God's eyes. (113:5-9)

Proverbs 15:15-17

Cur attitudes color our whole personality. We cannot always choose what happens to us, but we can choose our atlitude
toward each situation. The secret io a happy heart is filling our minds with thoughts that are true and pure, and lovely, with
thoughts that dwell on the good things in Ife, (Philippians 4.:5) This was Paul's secret as he faced imprisonment, and it
can be ours as we face the struggles of daily living. Look at your attitudes and then examinge what you allow o enter your
mind and what you choose o dwell on, You may need (o make some changes, (15:15)

& “Foot” Notes

Qua pasa Overcomers? By now you all know | do a lot of thinkin® about what I'm thinkin', my situation allows for lots
of thinkin' ime ... hahal! Then | finally unscramble all those thoughts and put them into words 1o share with all the
Overcomars out thera, So, hera is my latest round of thoughts.

It's a big deal to us all when we lake that leap of faith and accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior. Ya' know, turm
our hot mess of a life over to Him with the hope that everything will siraighten out, que no?

=0, we begin testing the waters 5o o speak by getling into the Word, learming about Jesus Chist, His ultimate sacrifice,
and His promises to us all. Then before you know it, we start lalking the talk, which is greal. But a lot of us may not yel
grasp the fact that when we begin talking the talk o others, those others then begin to obsenve us. You could go as far as
to say we're now under the microscope and averything we do will ba scrutinized to the nth degree to saa that if what we're
talking 1= matching up with how we're walking, que no?

If we're going to represent or present ourselves as Overcomers, we need to work on overcoming. We need to change our
actions, cut loose those that got us in this mess, o010 speak. Ya' know, start getling those ducks in a row, 5o that others
will see that your behavior and actions coincide with vour words. Because if we speak of Christianity and being a Chris-
tian, vet continue to act like a jackass, thosa who are obsening will think that all Christians are a bunch of jackasses, que
nay

We, as Overcomers, need to be the shining light in the darkness, an example of God's grace, an example of peace,
humility, contentment, and love in a workd that wea know is full of angst and struggles. We need to overcome our trials, not
just go through them.

Lord, | ask in vour Precious Mame that You give us the strength to actually walk what we're (alking ... amen!ll Love toy'all
= vaya con Dios = short and {alll!
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Grace, In Love - Part Il continued from page 4

| will dlose with these last few Scriptures from Jesus' lips, S maw [ &mn @Ay e & meer esmmansbmeant Lo cash
Ry st 6l Fnmd (e, Mo Sbonis e eoslt afier W fns (7 G Snsiier il pravs (0 O wecl Gt
o are Gy diaefufiza.™ (John 13:34-35, MLT) And don't forget, e alitle eioees Qs [ choese e, [ aEpateizd g
o e and predves iosting dug, o Mot e oty wdl g ja edniseer e oef fog, ety Ly oorns. Tihks i Ly
el (LTS EAEE GTTHER™ (John 15:16-17, NLT) Whether we are “locked up” behind bars or being bound by the
Law, I'm sure vou all would agree, Both will put limits on cur movameant. But I'm hare to tell vou all today, “There is a way
to live life in a cage and be as free as an eagle!” The answer lies in Christ, the Cross, His Blood and the Resurrection.
That's whare we receive the grace that frees us from the inside out. | propose that we all grow logether in God’s Word and
grasp hold of the true freedom that IT pours out upon all those that have the faith and the courage to receive it AMENI?

BELIEVE - Part Il
By Bob Small

John 6:29, “Jesus sald o them, ‘This is the only work God wants of you, to belfeve in the One He has sent.’”

Do you know that to believe in something takes action and work? There is a progression in truly believing something. [t
starts as a thoughtidea in the mind. You have choice to accept it or reject it, If you reject i, it is thought of as being false
or a lie and dies. This by no way means the thought or idea may not come back to go through the choice process again. If
you accept it as reasonable and logical from your experences in life, you then will begin thinking/meditating on it. This is
conception. There are many conceéived ideas and until investigation, action and work are applied, it remains a conceived
idea and is questionable as being true. If the action and work is taken and it is successful, it is proven as truth and the
bedief turns into a knowing which then becomes something 1o be lived by, It becomes an accepled beliaf system, The
science world is, for example, based on proven belief systems that shape our physical work as undeniable truths or
commanly known as scientific laws. If | let go of a ball it will fall to the ground, the: law of gravity, a simpla example.

There are many different ‘worlds’ on earth with accepted belief systems or laws, The financial world, the business world,
political world, the religicus world, the spiritual world, the gang/criminal world and countless other worlds within the world
we all live in, Sometimes these belief systems will change over time, Think back to the times when people's balief systems
were that the world was flat. After research and action it was proven o be round. | could only imagine the confroversy and
resistance to the changing idea in the world at that time.

As you look into the word of personal lives each will have specific belief systems chosan to guide them through this world.
Have you ever ruly thought about the beliefl systems in your [ife and why you have them? Often they are prolective, o
help you survive in this world 1o gain and protect yvour worlds needs and desires. Usually they are aboul being part of
something, gaining security, position, comfort and control in yvour life. As mentionad in the first part of this message, the
very core of our belief systems are built around ones inner security or lack of it What drives you and gives you that feeling
of security and salisfaction inside? And if whatever it is was taken away what would you go?

In my aarly adult pariod | fancied myself as being indapandent and was quite proud that | had gained worldly success and
achieved it on my own strength, or so | believed at that time. What | choose to ignore was that to deal with inner insecuri-
ties and feelings of unworthiness | was dependant on alcohol and drugs. There were periods | was away from the alcohol
and drugs. At those times | poured myself into work and gained great success. | also got into physical exercise and
became addicted to running, started schooling as well as teaching...on and on. As all of this took place on the outside |
appeared to have things ogether. But on the inside | was a mess. My marrage and my family suffered because | was
driven to be independent and successful. Today | see | was really seeking to gain inner security and peace. At imes |
would experience this but it would be soon replacad with worry, fear and a fesling | nesded something mone. Part of my
belief sysiem was built on a destination or lottery mindset. If | get a specific job, or certain status, or a relationship, or get
in with an established gang/club, then | will have it made, | will be secure and have no worries. Well, it never seemed to
work because as | gained some of these things it only brought more insecurity and fear. 1 would have to wear a mask to
the world appearnng | had everything together. | eventually ended up back inte alcohol and drugs B try to deal with the
inner emptiness and fear. Long story short, through them | gave up on life and lost everything that meant anything to me.

Earier | shared about the deep despair on the inside of me because | no longer had anything to try and fill my inside pain.
I now realize there was a spint that was starving inside of me and from that came the cry for "HELP” from the depth of my
soul. God soon started revealing Himsell 1o me,. This et me on a path of discovering a ‘new beliefl system' that filled the
inner part of me that was starving. Before, my innar being reflected anxiety, depression, empliness, insecurity and fear,
After baing lead to a Spirit filled church | stared having exparances in worship music whene my innar spirit became filled
with peace, warmth and truly alive. Over four services | was given a direction by this voice | now know as God, The first
was “Release all fear”. | had many fears but the main one at that time was what paople would think of me being in such a
church. The second was “Believe in Me”. | was given a vision of a cross and | knew then it was the voice of Jesus. That
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was eight and a half years ago and | am just starding 10 see the depth of what it means, Itis the hinge to where we and up
in this world and more importantly, after we leave this world. The third was “Have faith in Me" and the fourth was “Be
obedient fo Me™,

| started seeing God was not some dictator God off in a distant lard as my core belief system had come to live by, Rather
| started realizing there 15 a life inside each of us thal God wanls access o and become part of. | stared 1o see there IS a
world beyond this physical warld that is within us and all around us. From that point the Bible became a Book | was drawn
to as the wonds truly came 1o life, it was, and i, like there is a dimansion, another warld that comes alive, This happaned
not by force but by an inner change of desire that no human could force to happen. In John 3:6-T we read, TISEEs G50
FEEFEEhTES Emly ummen fits Bk dhe Ry Spii ohee 5 02 geiftes) e, S cEn® S sommriess e [ sy e
bt B Bt SEain. ™

As a child there was a family that lived near us that were referred to, then, as what is known as born again Christians. |
had learned they were looked at as different and not necessarily in a goad way, Today | have a whole differant perspedctive
on the term ‘born again' for | have experienced if, and while not intentionally seeking it. | wanted a different experence

from the torment | was experiencing inside. God knew what | needed and | opened the door 1o Him when | cried out from
the depth of my soul.

Has lile been perfect from that time forward? Mot even close. But the times | have sought after God | have experienced
peace, contentment, caring, COMpassion, sacurity, love for others and so much more goodness. Initially | was hungry to
experence more and there was a time of rapid and passionate seeking and growth in this new found life. But after a
couple of vears | experienced a geographical move that moved me back into an employment opporiunity that only God
could have provided. But, this move took me out of my community of support in my new found balief system. | lat my
guard down and started living on my own strength again. ©id thought patterns started coming back and after a few years |
fell back into taking action on some of these old thoughts, | found mysalf on the old path of using drugs at times, From this
paoint, there has been a battle of the two workds, at times believing the old system and following it and at times sumrender-
ing to God and having Him show me just how good He truly is with His mercy and grace.

Today, God has led me info a community that supports and ruly believes in God, When | made the decision 0 live fully for
Him again, it has been like the flood gates of His Holy Spirit have been opened into my life. it has taken work and sacrifice
to get here,

| share this to come o this point, Through all of it | do not believe but rather | KNOW God is always thera and loves us
unconditionalky. Whether you have never had the experience of His Holy Spinit or just don't believe in Him, whether you
have a loose religious balief in Him, whather you have been with Him and fallen back and bound with shame and guilt or
whether yvou have come to know Him and have been fully obedient in staying faithful to Him, He loves vou unconditionally.
Cutside of all of the voices and belief systems in this world, GOD 1S REAL and loves us all. No one is greater than or less
than, in God's love.

Quote Worthy
“If you are going through hell, keep going.”

- Winston Churchill (1874-1965) - A British politician who was the Prime Minister of the United
Kingdom from 1940 to 1945 and again from 1951 to 1955. Widely regarded as one of the greatest
wartime leaders of the 2oth century, he was also an officer in the British Army, a historian, a
writer, and an artist. He is the only British Prime Minister to have won the Nobel Prize in
Literature, and was the First person te be made an honorary citizen of the United States.

Ministry Tithes & Offerings
It takes the body of Chirist working together to create, print, assemkble, and mail this newslatter every month. We thank each and every
one of you who have sown a seed into this minisiry, Rone of this would b possible without the generous Tinancial supporl from people
whi believe im this minisiry. By sowing your finandal seed inlG this ministry, you ang helping ws reach out 1o those incarcerated by
offering them hope, love, and encouragemeant. You are investing in reaching lost souls, encouraging nevw beliewers, and spreading ihe
Word of God, “A man's harvest in life will depend entirely on what he sows.” — Galatians 6:7
Any lithes or offerings that you would like 1o make to the Sheromens G (§ st rnistry, please make your checks or money orders
payable to Living Word Bible Church, in the memo section put 'For Overcomers for Christ’. Mail them to Overcomers for Chest P.O. Box
42023, Phoenix, AZ 85080, Your donation does qualify as chantable contnbubion on your faxes, If you have any questions, please call
ar write Wada Anderson.
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In Honor of My Mom ... Dolares Mankin
May 18, 1946 — May 7, 2014

My mom tawght me many things and [ am the wife and mother that § am today because of things she taught e, She showed me what
nnconditional fove looks like, She shovwed me how to be unoffendable .. to walk in understanding and forgiveness. My maom didn 't have o
mican bone in fer body, she was bnd to evervone, [ resennher fimes when we woeld falk and (f she world be spset abont sowmething she
world say, T amt 2o angry. " And thet would be the tone and exient of if. She showed love and grace to evervone.

Sirce fwas I8 veors old, peaple have beaw relling me how muck [look fike my mom. Wlen [ worked with ker at Dociors " Hospital in Cali-
Jornia o many people told me that, so I told her, “Well does that mrean ook like o 42 year old or do vou look ke an 18 vear old? ™ She
Fiest gigrghed and saif, O, Michelle! " As [ gor older, | became move and more (ke ker .. same manperisms, such as “the Sigmen hoir
prll ™ ar “the Sigman head rub . My daughter, Courtmey, and my niece, Sariah, frequently say to me, “Oh, that was just like Grandma D7
CHitew times when I call Wade, he will answer and say, “Well hello Dolores, ™ because [ sound fust fike er af that momenit. These things
are gifts from God, my family all possess @ piece of her and thial is how she will five on through us. Al of hee kids, grandckildren, and
grea-grandehildren ave Dolores inside of them,

Lo m.nl}'lpm.q'ﬂ:.' Trervee sanded she went o heaven |
o vearrs with v, Bt the Sanday af
thing ... I8 vears ago my mom was on g
ro Cafifornia because things didn T look
doctors thowught she wouldn 't make i,
sions my mrom felling me that God healed
prayver because it kad worked in her life
Satnrday was that [ was given 18 more
faad shee not been healed tren. Wow, ff mrade
tipter T had wikh er and rof the time 1wl mor

soon ard T agree with that tov, [ wamted AR, RIGRY
she divd, | had a God moment, He showed ore sone-
vertilator and my stepdad called me 1o come over
growwed. it here and i dicn 't ook pood ard B
vl she did, And I remember on many ocea-
e then and that she believed in the power of
so mggny Limes, Wies frod showed pre on thal
weds with my mam than 1w

il ave fad,
mie reflect and realize I needlalook at the
ir e,

- -_-_\_ .
rhe birthday cards, the Ch
{\' !.hr'ng:_ The mg

Wil I miss my mom? Absolutely!!S Will [ aiss
and the phone coalle? Yes. Bul those are

things that she brought to my e ... love and §
fer. K iz owith me af ofl times_ fo ol i T 20, Jesues i speakingSS e R
it e, e ool coemp | GO S A 4 LoD e e T e LT s
CErc (Tew cuerret ot o e, [N e . i
i oo g el e - Thhis £ frow 1 feel

cnconragement, £ il

LT T A e SR A T
ARy pnoim, foday £ oam weeping
contforfer and my grie,

whole mow, §lave lost ree pliy
and .m,__« 1 u:.rm me spifituaily.
devoriandl f received ... { love G

| R

hecause §kuow my miom ix Aappy, Tealif
bt whve ix sl with ove fn e heart and pnis
with this, oo May St thix wes the daily
pfmp-_lr_r .Eul'q',:w.'c'f Fi e wrtly 1|.'|:.|-rd.5 {{;mﬂmgmfﬂ.!

The Art of Acceptance by Steve Arterburm
“Conne to ternes with God and be af peace; in this uq_pgaadwﬂ!mmm}uu.r"!? ,,‘!.".i'

Sometimes, we must aocep! Gife on Qs eems, not oor o, Life bas a weay o -_-_'_"' 1‘[#‘ will, bt



My Guardian Angel
By W.B.

Frail old Angel, if | had to do it over again,
I 'wouldn't change what | did.
| would change the way | felt about what | did
Last night | had a dream, it had a tale fo tell.
| dreamed | saw an Angel; Poor thing He wasn't feeling
welll!

His body bruised and battered, His wings wera rippad
and tom,
This Angel could hardly walk, He looked so tired and
WOIrm.
I walked right up to him and asked, "Angel, how can this
be?
He turned around and paused a bit, then He spoke thasa
woards bo me;

I am your Guardian Angel, a great task as you can see,
you'va ran amuck mast of your life, look what it has done
to me,

Thesa bruises are from shielding you in imes both dire
and ill,
all the drugs and alcohd! you've usad, I'va often paid the
bill,

You saa my wings aré ripped and fom,
hcrer oftan thay have flown you from evils unaware

gach mark is/its own story of deadly wounds destroyed,

You made me wish more than once that | was

unemployed,

If only you could make it standing on your own,

Oh, don't you fret or wary bul please bry to remember
| am getting old and frail!™

I could not believea all that | had heard, let alone how
much He carad,
| wapt upon His shoulder, then left Him in despair
Tha naxt day | sat and wondered, should | really try?
and in the distance | thaught | heard a frail old Angel cry.
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