Aim: How did the Vietnam War affect American society?
I. Vietnam

A. Geneva Accords (1954)

· Divided Vietnam along the 17th parallel

· North- Ho Chi Minh

· South- Emperor Bao Dai

· Emperor Bao Dai overthrown by Ngo Dinh Diem 

· U.S. sends economic aid
B. Kennedy- sent military advisors to aid S. Vietnam

C. Gulf of Tonkin Resolution (Aug. ’64)

· U.S. destroyer attacked by N. Vietnamese

· Johnson given authority to “prevent further aggression”
· War was never declared
D. Fighting 

· Vietcong used guerilla warfare
· Lack of public support in the U.S. 

· T.V. reports and anti-war protests 

· Many believed that the U.S should not police the world 

· Kent State Massacre (Ohio)
· 4 student protesters killed

E. Tet Offensive (Jan. ’68)

· massive attack  on U.S. troops by Vietcong

F. 1968- Pres. Johnson doesn’t seek reelection

· Nixon elected

· War policy: Vietnamization: turn the war over to S. Vietnamese troops

· Promised “peace with honor”

G. Apr ’70: Cambodia invaded and bombed to root out Vietcong 

H. War Powers Act (1973): limited president’s power of committing troops 

I. Jan ’73: cease fire

· Treaty of Paris negotiated by Sec. of State Henry Kissinger

J. Results

· 56, 000 killed; 300,000 wounded

· $225 B spent

· Apr. ’75: N. Vietnamese take Saigon, American embassy evacuated

