MAMGC NEWS
NEWSLETTER OF THE MILWAUKEE
ART MUSEUM GARDEN CLUB
SEPTEMBER 2018
President’s Letter
Welcome back to all members and a special welcome
to our new members!
We have a terrific club year planned for you. The
Programs and Tours committees have been working
hard over the summer to find interesting speakers and
plan exciting garden tours, workshops, and excursions.
You will find all that information in our Yearbook that is
handed out at the first meeting in September.
Our first excursion is the Prairie Walk on September
14th, followed by Day Trippers Sculpture Walk. We will
be strolling up Wisconsin Avenue, led by a MAM
docent, to learn more about the sculptures that have
graced our city this summer. Mark your calendars for
September 14th and 25th.
The information for these events and our first general
meeting was sent to you via Eventbrite. This is how we
will continue to sign up for meetings, outings, and
workshops. When you open the invitation, you first
press “attend” and then go to the next page and you
MUST press “register”. That is where you put all your
vital information which lets us know you will be
attending. If you just press “attend”, you are not
registered.
Our garden tour in August was such a treat in spite of
the pouring rain. Kelton House Farm turned out to be
a treasure and a well-kept secret. Our host, Joe
Gromacki, was so informative, quite charming and
totally spoiled us with those petit fours flown in from
that special bakery in Los Angeles.
I look forward to heading up this absolutely fantastic
garden club. Hope to see you all at our first general
meeting on Friday, September 21st.
Enjoy your gardens! Lilly

Mark Your Calendar

September 14
Guided Walking Tour of
Lakeshore State Park
Registration Deadline 9/4

September 21
Enhancing the Museum
Experience
Registration Deadline 9/11

September 25
Daytrippers Walking Tour of
Wisconsin Avenue Sculptures
Registration Deadline 9/15

October 19
Cranes: Symbols of Survival
Registration Deadline 10/9

November 16
“A City Built on Water”
by John Gurda
(Will be open to the public)
Details in October Newsletter

Friday, September 14, 2018
11:00 AM Gathering & Walk

Skyline View from Lakeshore State Park
(photo by Char Schulze)

GUIDED WALKING TOUR OF
LAKESHORE STATE PARK PRAIRIES
Join us Friday, September 14th at 11:00 AM on a guided walking tour of Lakeshore State Park prairies.
These prairies are in the lovely state park which is located next to Discovery World. The prairies "help
enhance the feeling of space in a crowded urban area while allowing for spectacular open views of the
surrounding city and lake." This stroll is a delightful way to spend an hour and learn more about
maintaining this unique environment. If you would like to join us on this walk, register via Eventbrite.
Your MAMGC Eventbrite invitation was emailed to you on August 23 rd. Registration deadline is
September 4th. There is no charge, but you must register. This is a free event, open to members only.
Our MAM Garden Club has an organized group called the Prairie Pals who help with planting, weeding,
and general upkeep in the Prairies, especially the Gathering Circle. We donated $1,500 to Lakeshore
State Park in May 2018 to help with purchasing the right grasses and plants to enhance this magnificent
space. Come see what is blooming mid-September!
The Prairie Pals have been helping in the Lakeshore State Park twice monthly throughout
the summer and will do so on September 5th and September 19th. Then we will begin again next
Spring, 2019. If you are interested in joining us for one or both September Prairie Pal sessions; just let
Judy Gilroy know (rgilroy@wi.rr.com.) We weed from 8:00 AM to 10:00 AM. It is educational and lots of
fun!
Hosted by Landscape Design Committee

Friday, September 21, 2018
9:45 AM Gather in Lubar Auditorium
10:00 AM Business Meeting
10:45 AM Program
11:45 AM Adjourn to the Milwaukee Yacht Club
12:15 PM Lunch

ENHANCING THE MUSEUM EXPERIENCE
Rosheen Styczinski, twice past president of the MAM Garden Club, and founder and design principal of
New Eden Landscape Architects, will explore Santiago Calatrava’s “sacred vision” for our own
Milwaukee Art Museum. She will review Dan Kiley’s design of the Cudahy Gardens at MAM and other
world-famous art institutions. She will also speak about the Garden Club and its relationship to the
Museum as a support group.

Event Location Meeting and Program: Lubar Auditorium, Milwaukee Art Museum
700 North Art Museum Drive, Milwaukee
Luncheon Location: Milwaukee Yacht Club
1700 N. Lincoln Memorial Drive
Cost: $25 for members; $30 for guests
Menu Choice of :
Chicken, apple, walnut salad
Or
Glazed shrimp spinach salad.
Lunch includes iced tea, rolls, dessert and gratuity.
Cash Bar available

Your MAM Garden Club Eventbrite Invitation was sent to you on August 22nd.
Registration is via Eventbrite only. Guests are welcome.
Registration deadline is September 11
Hosted by Landscape Design Committee

Tuesday, September 25, 2018
10:00 AM Gather
10:15 AM Walk Begins
12:30 PM Lunch

Daytrippers Sculpture Stroll
Walking Tour of
Wisconsin Avenue Sculptures

“Liberty” by Hank Willis Thomas

Join Nancy Rubly, MAM Docent, to learn about
the twenty-one unique works of art as Garden
Club members stroll down Wisconsin avenue to
view the 2nd annual urban sculpture gallery.
We will walk from the Art Museum to 6th and
Wisconsin. We will then have lunch at Miller
Time Pub and Grill (inside the Hilton) at 5th and
Wisconsin. The walk is a little over a mile in
distance.
Meet at the Milwaukee Art Museum at 10:00
AM; walk begins promptly at 10:15 AM. At 12:30
PM, we will stop for lunch on your own at the
Pub. A limited menu will be available.
Tour is available to members only with a
maximum of 30. There is no charge, but lunch
confirmations are necessary through
Eventbrite. Tour is on, rain or shine.
Contact Barb Schumacher with questions
414-305-1060

Event Location Gathering: Milwaukee Art Museum, Windhover Hall
Luncheon Location: Miller Time Pub at Milwaukee Hilton (5th & Wisconsin)
Your MAMGC Eventbrite Invitation was sent to you on August 25th.
Reservation deadline is September 15th.
No Charge
Members Only
Hosted by Daytrippers

Friday, October 19, 2018
9:45 AM Gather in Lubar Auditorium
10:00 AM Business Meeting
10:45 AM Program
11:45 AM Adjourn to the University Club
12:15 PM Lunch

Cranes: Symbols of Survival
Darcy Love, Creative Design and Conservation Education Manager of the International Crane
Foundation will discuss the work of the Foundation, “Conserving all 15 species of cranes requires a
broad commitment to the people and places essential to cranes. Since our inception in 1973, the
International Crane Foundation has dramatically grown in reach and impact, while steadily developing
our capacity to address the health of the landscapes that sustain not only cranes, but also people and
a wealth of biological diversity.”
“Crane conservation remains a daunting challenge. Cranes are among the most endangered families
of birds in the world, with eleven of the fifteen species threatened with extinction. Despite threats
from rapid development and habitat loss, poisoning, hunting and more, cranes continue to unite
people throughout the world through their charisma and symbolism of fidelity and longevity.”

Event Location Meeting and Program: Lubar Auditorium, Milwaukee Art Museum
700 North Art Museum Drive, Milwaukee
Luncheon Location: University Club 924 E Wells
Luncheon details will be in Your Eventbrite invitation.
Members only

Guests are welcome to attend the program for free, but the luncheon is members only.
You must respond to the MAM Garden Club Eventbrite Invitation,
which will be sent to you on September 19th.
Registration deadline is October 9th
Hosted by Programs Committee

Milwaukee Art Museum Garden Club
Trip to Charleston, South Carolina
Thursday, March 28 - Monday, April 1, 2019
Join MAMGC as we travel to historic Charleston, South Carolina to immerse ourselves in the culture,
homes and gardens of Charleston and its environs.

Highlights of the trip include:
•

The Garden Club of Charleston’s 84th House and Garden Tour on Friday, March 29th and
Saturday, March 30th – Tour outstanding private homes and gardens during one of
America’s most famous garden tours. Each day is a different group of homes and
gardens.

•

Visits to Middleton and Magnolia Plantations as we learn about plantation culture and
tour magnificent gardens.

•

In-depth lectures about the history and culture of Charleston, and a walking/bus tour of
historic sites with a dedicated guide.

Because we will be arriving in Charleston by 11 AM on Thursday, and leaving Charleston at 5 PM on
Monday, we will have a full, five-day program.
We will be partnering with Road Scholar to take advantage of their deep experience touring the
Charleston area and their access to premium guides. Accommodations will be at the Mills House
Wyndham Grand Hotel, located in the heart of the historic district and within walking distance of many
attractions. Attendance limited to 42 persons. Price of trip will include round-trip airfare to Charleston
from Milwaukee for those traveling from Milwaukee. Detailed itinerary and other information will be
released shortly.
Members Only
Submitted by Debra Koenig

MAMGC Board of Directors
The Board of Directors met on Tuesday, August 14, 2018
at the Milwaukee Art Museum. Lilly Harris, President,
chaired the meeting.
KEY POINTS
-Secretary’s Report Carmel Liberman – approved.
-Treasurer’s Report – deferred to 9/11/2018 meeting.
-Membership Committee – Jan Blooming reminded
members to renew their membership asap, so the
yearbook is correct. Estimate is 25 members won’t
rejoin, a 14% reduction vs 16% last year. Anticipate
membership will be 150.
-Photography Committee – Sabrina Bryant.
Photographing Nature’s Cathedrals is 8/22 at 11:00.
Sabrina expressed her appreciation for the Eventbrite
process. All information for 2018-2019 programs has
been submitted to Christie Grummons for the yearbook.
Sabrina asked that members send her photos of the Dale
Sievert Moss Garden Tour.
-Landscape Committee – Judy Gilroy. The urns at Judge
Jason Downer House have been updated. Ten volunteers
helped at the last Prairie Pals weeding. The DNR wants
help with fall cleanup in September. Some of the funds
the club donated were held back for a planting project
next spring. A “stroll” through Lakeshore Park is planned
for September.
-Social Committee – Julianne Salamone reported the
lunch for the September meeting will be held at the
Milwaukee Yacht Club, thanks to Cindy Mestan. The price
point for lunch is $25; it was recommended this limit be
reviewed for a potential increase. Nancy Cody is handling
the floral arrangements for this event.
-Garden Tours Committee – Charlie Kordus indicated the
Kelton House Tour is sold out. The $75 fee falls short of
the actual cost; an anonymous donor has agreed to cover
the additional cost. It was stressed to dress nicely for this
event.
-Program Committee – Barb Ryan presented details for
the year’s programs (see your Yearbook, which will be
distributed at the September meeting for details.) Nancy
Cody stressed that deadlines stated in Eventbrite should
be firm with waiting lists established. The 2018-2019
proposed programs were approved by the Board.
-Newsletter – Ruby Kerr set August 27th as the deadline
for the September newsletter.
-House of Cards Project – Lori Couture thanked everyone
who participated in the project. Photos will be sent to
Ruby for inclusion in the September newsletter.
-Old Business – Lilly Harris informed the Board that
Phyllis Scharner received the Creative Horticultural
Achievement Award from the Wisconsin Garden Club

Beautiful urns at the MAM Research Center
(Judge Jason Downer Home) maintained by the
Landscape Committee. Thanks to Georgia Cain,
Judy Gilroy, Deb Miller, Susan Miller, Judith Ruland,
LaRee Savlan & Janet Vopal for their hard work!
Special thanks to Barb Ryan for watering.

Key Points (continued)
Federation. Phyllis has donated her $100 award
to the Scholarship Fund. Lilly reported that
MAMGC received a thank you letter from Mary
Albrecht for the club’s sponsorship of the Jamie
Hayon “Technicolor” exhibit.
- New Business – Lilly Harris provided
preliminary information on the annual garden
club trip to Charleston SC March 27-April 1,
2019. Debra Koenig is finalizing the details. The
trip will be limited to 42 people.
Charlie Kordus recommended the club consider
investing in a microphone to enhance the
garden tour experience. Recent observation is
that it is difficult to hear tour leaders with a
large group.
A docent led tour of the sculptures along
Wisconsin Avenue is planned for September
25th; details will be included in the September
newsletter.
A handout was presented to the board members
detailing the chronology of the rose garden.
Board members were asked to review the
document to better understand the history of
the garden and its challenges.
The next Board Meeting will be Tuesday,
September 11th.
Summary Prepared by Ruby Kerr
Communications Secretary & Newsletter Editor

SCHOLARSHIP AWARDED

PHOTO CHALLENGE

The scholarship committee (Charlotte
Castleberry and Nicholas Lemus) has
announced Marla Peterson as our first
annual scholarship recipient of $1,100 for
the 2018 year. $1,000 was raised at the
Christmas luncheon in 2017 and $100 was
donated by Phyllis Scharner.
Marla is a student at Milwaukee Area
Technical College studying Landscape
Maintenance and Arboriculture. She has
volunteered with Growing Power, Boerner
Botanical Gardens, and the Victory Garden
Initiative. Marla noted her love of the
overlap of museums and gardens.

The Photography Committee is launching a new
program during regular club meetings, starting with
October’s. The committee will be presenting a photo
challenge to the membership on a specific topic each
month, which are listed below. We encourage you to
share photos you have taken that meet each month’s
chosen topic. The photos can be taken immediately (or
found on your computer from sometime in the past) -in your garden, at your vacation home or on one of your
travels. The photo topic is the focus.

CREATIVE HOTICULTURAL ACHIEVEMENT
AWARD OF THE WISCONSIN
GARDEN CLUB FEDERATION
Phyllis Scharner received this award and a check
for $100. Phyllis donated the $100 to the club’s
scholarship fund and wrote of her involvement
in Art in Bloom and the Rose Garden. She
stated, “It humbles me to think I was merely
having fun working with such wonderful people
and being inspired by them. The rose garden
may not have the happy ending we worked
towards … but Art in Bloom truly supports the
MAM in a major way. It was a privilege to be
part of both endeavors.”

Ongoing Programming for the MAMGC
Photography Committee
1) 5-minute garden club talks of members’
favorite vegetation or pollinators in their
yards (with photos)
2) Photo workshops/field trips
3) Yearly MAM photo exhibit docent-led
tours
4) Semi-annual (at Christmas lunch and May
Membership Social) Committee Chair’s
PowerPoints of the Club’s activities

If you are interested in participating, please email me
your photo at least two weeks ahead of each meeting
(at sbryant3@wi.rr.com or
sabrinamia.bryant@gmail.com. All photos submitted to
this photo challenge will be displayed in a PowerPoint
during the meeting.
As with all programing from this committee, the point of
our projects is to combine photography with
gardening/landscape/education. We encourage anyone,
who is interested in participating, to share their
particular interests related to these photo topics with
the membership.
These photo topics below will help guide you, but if you
have any questions, please contact Sabrina Bryant,
committee chair, by email or phone at 262-373-4987.
October: Fall Foliage or Flower
November: Your Favorite Bird
January: Pollinators: butterflies, bees, bats,
hummingbirds…what’s your favorite?
February: Favorite Wild Animal that can be found in a
garden, a zoo or on someone’s travels
March: Your Favorite Flower
May: A Lush Garden Scene or Unusual Plant that you
find particularly captivating – from any time of the year
At the May Membership Social, photos will be displayed
in 8x10 frames. Please email me your images in April.
(Submitted by Sabrina Bryant)
If you are a “photo bug ”and like to take pictures of our
events, please contact Sabrina to join the
Photography Committee

UW Whitewater
On August 3, 2018, members toured the gardens of University of Wisconsin Whitewater. Master Gardener and
Sustainability Coordinator Wes Enterline and his staff were knowledgeable and enthusiastic guides. We walked
the main campus gardens, the greenhouse and the campus’ community garden. After the tour we had a
delicious lunch, featuring fried fish and chicken at the 841 Brewhouse. Thanks to the Environmental and
Education Committee and to alumna Nancy Cody for arranging the tour and luncheon.

Waterfall Feature

Helen Dahms & Karen Flanagan
(photo by Catherine Piotrowski)

Joelene Reck, Ruby Kerr, Sandy Pike & Jule Groh learn
about the gravel garden from
Wes Enterline (photo by Char Schulze)

Gardener explains the “Circle of Change”

Wes begins the tour
Datura plant – lovely, but poisonous

Kelton House Farm
On August 17, 2018, Garden Club members were fortunate to visit the Kelton House Farm and historically
furnished house. Joseph Gromacki, MAM Trustee, was our gracious host. The rain didn’t deter us from touring
the farm. While the gardens, with espaliered vegetables, and the bee skeps were beautiful, the collection of
early American furniture, pottery and textiles was “museum quality” and more. Joe’s tours were informative,
and we were impressed with his knowledge of every piece. An al fresco lunch in the barn, with lovely
centerpieces from the gardens, was a delicious treat.
Thank you to Debra Koenig for arranging this tour and to the Garden Tours Committee.

Espaliered pears on the side of the barn.

The way to arrive! Our carriage awaits with impressive Belgians,
Lily and Peter. (photo by Char Schulze)

Joe Gromacki accepts gift of botanical books
from Debra Koenig. Lilly Harris and Marcelle
Polednik, Director of MAM, look on.
(photo by Jule Groh)

Members tour the gardens.
(photo by Karen Flanagan)

Luncheon setting in the rustic
barn with floral arrangements
from the Farm.
(photo by Char Schulze)

Bees shelter from the rain in the skeps.
Judith Ruland, Gary Kovach, Connie Sandell, Wendy Lujak & Jan
Blooming enjoy the delicious luncheon. (Photo by Sabrina Bryant)

Pat Netzow & JoAnn Kauth await the house tour.
(Photo by Sabrina Bryant)

Joe Gromacki explains the collection to
Charlotte Castleberry & Lynn Sigler
(photo by Karen Flanagan)

Beautiful collection of early needlework & pottery.

Photographing Nature’s Cathedrals
The MAMGC Photo Committee presented another opportunity to the membership on Wednesday, August 22nd
to participate in a docent-led tour of a MAM photo exhibit. As with all photo committee programming, our goal
is to combine photography and the natural environment. This fascinating tour: “Photographing Nature’s
Cathedrals” took us on a journey to the earliest days of photography when the process was in its infancy and
taking a photo was a production in itself.
To capture images in the sizes photographers wanted to ultimately display, the men featured in this exhibit had
to take all the equipment needed with them to take and develop the image on site. For one gentleman, that
equated to about 2000 pounds of equipment carried on 12 pack mules.
Three famous photographers (and in one case an infamous one) were featured: Carleton Watkins, Eadweard
Muybridge and H.H. Bennett. These men photographed Yosemite Valley and the Wisconsin Dells, and their
images not only helped scientists understand the natural world but also inspired people to tour these places,
seeing these amazing places for themselves. Watkin’s photos of the Yosemite Valley were also used to convince
President Lincoln that it was vital to preserve this land for all time, and he was so convinced that he signed into
law its protection, becoming one of the first national parks.
Sabrina Bryant, Photo Committee Chair

(photo by Sabrina Bryant)

Docent Anne Noyes leads the tour.

Docent Jonas Karvelis explains the photos.

HOUSE OF CARDS
Lori Couture sends a big thank you to all members who created a card for the “House of Cards” MAM
exhibit. We hope all will be included in the final House of Cards display at the Museum in September.
See below for some of the images created by our talented members. (See our website for all of the cards.)

FYI (Items of Interest to our Members)
Forest Home Historic Preservation Assn. Presents
“A Walk in History Tours. “
All begin at 2:00 PM in the Halls of History
building.
Sunday, September 2 & 23: Milwaukee History
Saturday, September 8: Streets & Parks of
Milwaukee
Location: 2405 W. Forest Home Ave., Milwaukee
www.foresthomecemtery.com

Saturday, September 8, 2018 1:00-3:00 PM
Monarch Tagging Workshop
Mequon Nature Preserve
Jason Nickels, MNP Director of Education and
Research, will teach workshop attendees about
the monarch’s migration to Mexico and how you
can help researchers track the monarchs! This
workshop is open to all ages and will include
tagging monarch butterflies! Suggested donation
$5/person or $10/family. Limited to 30 attendees.
To attend, contact Jason at
jnickels@mequonnaturepreserve.org.
Location: 8200 W County Line Rd, Mequon

Lynn Sigler reports the fall issue of Country
Gardens has a ten-page article on Dale Sievert’s
Moss Garden. They call it, “A tranquil dream in
shades of emerald and jade. The magic ingredient:
moss.” Club members were so lucky to tour this
beautiful space.

Havenwoods State Forest is participating in
Doors Open Milwaukee
Saturday, September 22, 10 AM – 5 PM
Connect with Milwaukee’s history at Havenwoods.
Enjoy photos and stories from the past at 12:30 PM
and 3 PM. (30-minute programs). Go on your own
‘Trek Through Time” geocaching adventure any time.
Take a wildlife hike with a naturalist at 11 AM. or 2
PM(30-minute hikes). Meet reptiles and amphibians
throughout the day. Kids of all ages can enjoy oldfashioned games and crafts all day. At 11 AM you can
take a history hike (1 hour) with a park historian.
Location: 6141 N Hopkins St, Milwaukee

Bloomin’ Holidays
At the Museum of Wisconsin Art
November 9, 10 & 11
Wisconsin’s most talented floral designers participate
in Bloomin’ Holidays. It is a three-day event with the
florals being exhibited in the galleries. Arrangements
are displayed on pedestals and samples can be seen
on the MOWA website. The florals are to have a
holiday theme which is a great way for designers to
display their talents and show their expertise. It is a
judged event and MOWA greatly welcomes your
participation. To learn more please visit the Museum
of Wisconsin Art website. Scroll down and along the
right side you will see Bloomin’ Holidays. Just click it
on to see a list of past participants, winners, find the
application and see pictures from last year.
If you have any questions you may contact:
Cindy Mestan (committee member)
cmmestan@hotmail.com 262-617-2310
Miranda Levy (MOWA staff member)
mlevy@wisconsinart.org 262-334-9638
Remember our visit to the Mequon Nature Preserve last
fall? Executive Director Kristan Gies spoke about their
experiment in growing white rice, using varieties suited to
our climate. This is their second-year bumper crop! Rather
than farmers spending money to drain wetlands, growing
rice in paddies takes advantage of the natural terrain and
helps preserve wildlife. This is thought to be the first white
rice grown in Wisconsin and is potentially a new cash crop
for farmers.

Please Welcome Our New Members
Anne Marie Finley
8320 North Lake Drive
Fox Point, WI 53217-2815
414-446-5995
amfinley@twc.com
Melinda Krei
311 East Erie Street Unit 407
Milwaukee, WI 53202
414-283-9135
Krei2002@gmail.com
Kerry Krokos
8640 W. Spokane Street
Milwaukee, WI 53224
414-628-4545
krokos.L4030@sbcglobal.net
David Zachman (Debra)
N35W22432 Wethersfield Court, Apt 7
Pewaukee, WI 53072-4188
414-316-0065
dzachman@gmail.com

MAMGC NEWS
A monthly publication of MILWAUKEE ART MUSEUM GARDEN CLUB
Thank You to the many members who helped with this newsletter. Submissions and photos from our
members keep the newsletter fresh and informative. Please be sure to submit your photos and “FYI” activities.
Photos in this newsletter are by Ruby Kerr, unless otherwise credited.
Ruby Kerr, Editor

Please send information and photos for the newsletter to:
rubyckerr@gmail.com
414-224-1457 Cell 414-217-7196
Deadline for the October Issue: September 26, 2018

