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Good Evening and Welcome!
We’re excited to be back on stage with a moving and 

dynamic program featuring outstanding local talent, 
including guest artist Dr. Armin Abdihodžić performing 
Rodrigo’s beloved Guitar Concerto and our own brass 
section in selections from Susato’s The Danserye Suite.

We’re proud to be an orchestra of dedicated volunteer 
musicians—your neighbors, friends, and colleagues – 
brought together by a shared love of music. We’re inspired 
by our members’ talent, our Maestro’s expertise, and the 
generosity of you, our audience and supporters. The 
encouragement and support both on and off the stage help 
keep live orchestral music thriving in Anchorage - thank 
you for being part of it!

Enjoying the performance? Mark your calendars and join 
us for our full season:

Holiday: Sunday, December 14, 2025 · 4:30 PM, 
Anchorage Lutheran Church

Winter: Saturday, March 21, 2026 · 7:30 PM, 
Sydney Laurence Theatre, PAC

Spring: Saturday, May 2, 2026 · 7:30 PM, 
Sydney Laurence Theatre, PAC

Thank you and warmest wishes for a joyful and 
harmonious holiday season!

Mardee McEntire
ACO Board President

—————————————————–
Calling Anchorage High School musicians!
Audition for an opportunity to perform with ACO!

Application Deadline: December 5, 2025
Auditions: December 13, 2025
Performance: March 21, 2026.

Visit our website and follow us for more information:
anchoragecivicorchestra.org

facebook.com/anchoragecivicorchestra
info@anchoragecivicorchestra.org



Le Corsaire Overture Hector Berlioz

Concierto de Aranjuez              Joaquín Rodrigo

Armin Abdihodžić, guitar

I. Allegro con spirito
II. Adagio
III. Allegro gentile

INTERMISSION

La Danserye                Tielman Susato
 arr. Andrew Poirier

1. La Morique
3. Les quatre Branles
4. Trombonen
6. Ronde & Aliud
7. Basse danse: Mon desir
8. Pavane: La Battaille

Symphony no. 7 Ludwig van Beethoven
I. Poco sostenuto – Vivace
II. Allegretto
III. Presto – Assai meno presto
IV. Allegro con brio

Fall 2025 Concert
Oleg Proskurnya, Music Director & Conductor



Hector Berlioz (1803 - 1869)
Le corsaire, Op. 21 (1844)

Inspired by the novel The Red Rover by James Fenimore 
Cooper and The Corsair, a narrative poem by Lord Byron, 
Berlioz, known for his mastery of orchestration, composed 
this concert-overture while visiting Nice to recover from a 
strenuous concert season in Paris. The piece reflects both the 
Mediterranean seascape and the thrilling adventures of the 
eponymous privateers and pirates. After an opening of 
frantic strings and syncopated winds, a lush melody takes 
over before the main allegro section begins, reflecting the 
thrills and adventures of life on the high seas.

Joaquín Rodrigo (1901 - 1999)
Concierto de Aranjuez (1939)

Blinded by illness as a young child, musicologist and 
composer Rodrigo brought the classical guitar into the 
concert hall and is best known for his guitar works.  The 
concerto was inspired by the gardens of the Palace of 
Aranjuez in Madrid–which Rodrigo was later named the 
Marquess of, by Juan Carlos I. The flamenco rhythms of the 
first movement are introduced by the solo guitar, then the 
winds and strings, followed by two main themes traded 
between the guitar and orchestra. The exquisite, 
melancholy Adagio is a dialogue between the guitar and 
English horn, with a dramatic cadenza and a bold reprise of 
the theme in unison strings and an understated coda. 
Finally, the third movement is a stately court dance with a 
shifting meter.

Tielman  Susato (c. 1510 - after 1570)
La Danserye (1551, arr. 2019)

A Belgian composer, musician, and the first music pub-
lisher in the Low Countries, Susato was inspired by folk 
melodies and established Renaissance dance styles for his

cont.



Thank You
to the Atwood Foundation

for their generous grant in support of
the ACO 2025-2026 season!



Thank You

&
for their in-kind donation

in support of
the ACO 2025-2026 season!

to the Block Foundation
for their generous grant



collection of sixty dance pieces for four musicians.  This 
suite,  arranged by Andrew Poirier for brass ensemble with 
percussion, includes eight of these dances, six of which will 
be performed tonight. 

Ludwig van Beethoven (1770 - 1827)
Symphony no. 7 (1811-12)

Composed at the end of Beethoven’s “Heroic” era, the 
prolific middle period of his career, the Seventh Symphony 
is a masterpiece of the genre, even considered by Beethoven 
one of his best works. It reflects the success and optimism of 
that part of his life, before  all of the health and personal 
struggles that followed, bringing a heavier, more abstract 
quality to his music. The premiere, conducted by a partially-
deaf Beethoven, was at a charity concert in Vienna for 
wounded soldiers, which included Wellington’s Victory, also 
by Beethoven, and other patriotic works. 

Each movement of the symphony, described by Wagner 
as “the apotheosis of the dance,” centers around a particular 
rhythmic motif. The first movement has an unusually long 
introduction of alternating sustained chords and ascending 
scales, continuing in the traditional sonata-allegro form, 
albeit in an atypical 6/8 meter with a dotted triplet rhythm. 
So instantly beloved it was instantly encored at the 
premiere, the second movement has a recurring two bar 
march rhythm, first played by the lower strings, and builds 
up in repeating layers. The contrasting middle section 
features the clarinets, supported by running triplets in the 
violins, before a return to the first theme in a dramatic 
fugato. The third movement alternates between a breath-
less, lively Scherzo and a contrastingly slow, dignified Trio. 
The final movement is even more energetic and thrilling, 
with a persistent off-beat accent and whirling violins 
punctuated by the timpani and trumpets. 

notes by McKenna Parish



Thank You
to the Horn Doctor

for their generous sponsorship of the
2025-2026 ACO Concerto Competition!

Family owned and operated,
the Horn Doctor has been serving the

Anchorage Community since 1984.
The Horn Doctor Music Store, Inc. is a full
service provider for all your music needs.

www.horndoc.com
facebook.com/horndoc

(907) 272-4676
1000 Ingra Street, Anchorage



Born in Omsk, Russian Federation, 
Dr. Oleg Proskurnya earned a 
Master’s Degree in violin performance 
from the Leningrad (St. Petersburg) 
Conservatory. He was a violinist in 
the Leningrad (St. Petersburg) 
Philharmonic Symphony Orchestra, 
and served as Associate concert-
master of the Leningrad Chamber 
Orchestra. In 1988, he immigrated 
to the USA and served as principal 
second violinist with the Savannah 
Symphony Orchestra until 2003. 
From 1994 to 1999, Dr. Proskurnya studied conducting under 
Professor Ilia Musin. 

In 2004 Dr. Proskurnya received a Doctor of Musical Arts 
Degree from the University of South Carolina in orchestral 
conducting. At 2005-2006 he was an adjunct professor at 
Georgia College and State University and guest artist at 
Valdosta State University, GA. Also, Dr. Proskurnya has also 
served as concertmaster of the Ocala Symphony Orchestra 
(FL), 2006-17; Assistant Professor of Music and the Director 
of Orchestras at Beloit College, 2006-11; the Music Director 
of the Kingsville Symphony Orchestra at Texas A&M University 
(Kingsville), 2011-13, and the director of University of Alaska 
Anchorage’ Sinfonia 2016-2019.

Dr. Proskurnya has taught master classes in the United 
States, Italy, Spain, Russian Federation, and Taiwan. He has 
performed throughout Canada, Greece, Finland, Italy, Poland, 
South Korea, Spain, Sweden, Taiwan, Russian Federation, 
Germany, and the United States as a guest conductor, violist, 
and violinist.

Recently, Dr. Proskurnya served as an adjunct professor in 
the UAA department of music. Presently, Dr. Proskurnya is 
the Music Director of the Anchorage Civic Orchestra and 
teaches orchestras in the Anchorage School District. He is also 
the director of the International Academy of Advanced 
Conducting after Ilia Musin, and the first violinist of the 
“AKamerata” String Quartet.   



Dr. Armin Abdihodžić is an 
award-winning classical gui-
tarist whose performances 
have captivated audiences 
across the United States and 
abroad. Originally from Bihać, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, he 
began studying guitar at the 
age of eight. He later pursued 
advanced musical training in 
the United States, earning 
degrees from William Carey 
University, East Carolina 
University, and a Doctor of 
Musical Arts from the University 
of North Texas.

Dr. Abdihodžić has received 
top honors in numerous 
international competitions, 
including first prizes at the Allegro Guitar Competition, 
Appalachian State International Guitar Competition, Rosario 
International Guitar Competition, and the North Carolina 
Academy of Music Guitar Competition. His artistry has been 
featured with the Anchorage Civic Orchestra, the Kenai 
Peninsula Orchestra, and in the Anchorage Opera Company’s 
production of Maria de Buenos Aires by Astor Piazzolla. He 
has also appeared at the Ristos Festival in Greece and the 
Northwest Guitar Festival in Seattle.

An active recording artist, Dr. Abdihodžić has released 
four albums: Arioso (2017), Mundus Canis (2018, with percus-
sionist Eric Bleicher), Canyon Echoes (with flutist Tomoka 
Raften), and Impressions, a tribute to South American guitar 
music. His recordings include several world première 
performances and are available through major platforms and 
his website: www.arminabd.com.

Dr. Abdihodžić resides in Anchorage, Alaska, where he 
serves as Professor of Music at the University of Alaska 
Anchorage. He teaches classical guitar and music theory, 
directs the university jazz ensemble and the university guitar 
ensemble, and leads both the Anchorage Mandolin Orchestra 
and the Anchorage Classical Guitar Society.



VIOLIN I
Nina Bingham
Kari Disbrow
Alena Giesche

John Hellen
Carolyn Lundberg
Mardee McEntire
Heather Threat

VIOLIN II
McKenna Parish
Mary Belanger
Janet Johnston
Cristeta Matias

Beth Take
Sharon Theroux
Monte Wallace
Chris Zafren

VIOLA
Victoria Gellert

Christian Johnson
Jessicah Mathes

Jane Parrish
Courtney Stinson

Jessie Storms

CELLO
Kim Steel

Charlotte Baker
Judy Friar

KC Kaltenborn
Arianna Suarez

Denise Vega

BASS
Amy Heusser

Miriam DeLap

FLUTE
Tracy Dunn
Janet Gellert

Margaret Turner

PICCOLO
Margaret Turner

OBOE
Faith Elving
Chris Dirth

ENGLISH HORN
Chris Dirth

CLARINET
Christopher Song

Dana Lederhos

BASSOON
Andrew Zartmann

Kaitlyn Paculba

FRENCH HORN
Lolly Rader

Lupe Marroquin
Erik Oder

Marcus Oder

TRUMPET
Matt Findley

John Capo
Kent Thomas

TROMBONE
Michael Powell
Dave Martinson

Phil Munger

TUBA
Matt Murphy

TIMPANI
Corliss Kimmel

PERCUSSION
Steven Alvaraz

ANCHORAGE CIVIC ORCHESTRA



About the Orchestra
Founded in 1988, the Anchorage Civic Orchestra was 
formed as a community-based orchestra. The orchestra 
rehearses weekly and performs symphonic music for the 
Anchorage community. Founders include Steve Posegate as 
well as other past and present members of the Anchorage 
Symphony Orchestra. The orchestra has more than 60 active 
volunteer musicians and is supplemented by additional 
players as individual concerts require. Our concerts have 
featured guest soloists from around the United States and 
the world. In addition, well-known Alaskan conductors 
Maurice Dubonnet, Gordon Wright, Karl Pasch, and Tai Wai 
Li and Tammy Vollom-Matturro have led the ACO.

    The ACO focuses on enriching the musical community by 
bringing musicians with diverse backgrounds together to 
per-form. Members of the ACO are also represented in the 
Anchorage Symphony Orchestra, Anchorage Youth 
Symphony, college and university orchestras and 
community orchestras in other cities. The orchestra has 
presented concerts in conjunction with Alaska Pacific 
University, The University of Alaska Anchorage, the Alaska 
Children’s Choir, Anchorage Community Schools, the 
Brother Francis Shelter and Abbott Loop Community 
Church. Several new compositions have been premiered by 
the ACO. ACO concerts aim to reach members of the 
community who may not regularly attend classical 
concerts.



ORCHESTRA BOARD
OFFICERS

President: Mardee McEntire
Vice President: McKenna Parish (Print Content & Design)

Secretary: Chris Zafren (Grant Writing)
Treasurer: Amy Heusser

CONTRIBUTORS
Web Design/Support: Jessicah Mathes

DIRECTORS
Judy Friar

Emily Madsen (Social Media & Grant Writing)
Lolly Rader

Monte Wallace





Thank You
 Kurt & Anne Pasch

Miriam Delap
Mr Musical and Ms Woodsum

Janet Johnson
Judy Friar 

Chris Zafren
Matt Findley

and
Petr’s Violin and Guitar Shop

for their generous donations in support of
the ACO 2025-2026 season!

and to 
Donald and Karen Lederhos

for their generous support to the ACO 
as well as a Chair Sponsorship for 

Dana Lederhos.




