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How to reach us…. 

 

Church Office 

507-235-5382 

Hours: Tuesday—Friday 

9:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

 

E-mail 

uccsecretary319@gmail.com 

 

Web Site Address 

www.fairmontucc.org 

First Congregational  

United Church of Christ 

Fairmont, Minnesota 

First Congregational UCC 

319 Downtown Plaza 

Fairmont, MN  56031 

WHEELCHAIR  

ACCESSIBLE 

       Rev. Cory Germain 

      Office Hours: 

  Tuesday  9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

  Wednesday 12:30 p.m. through                  

  evening meetings & activities 

  Thursday 9:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

  Friday   9:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

  Rev. Cory’s phone: 507-399-8282 

Worship Hours 

Worship 10:00 

Communion the second 

     Sunday of every month.   



June 2024 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 
10:00 Worship 

3 4 
10:00 Lakeview 

Communion 

5 
5:30  Mission 

Bd          

6:00 Worship 

Bd 

6 
1:00 TOPS (Ch) 

7 8 
8-10 Breakfast 

on the Lawn 

8:00 Sanctuary 

reserved 

11-2 Pie Social 

(HH) 

9 
10:00 Worship 

Communion 

 

10 11 

 
7:00 Facilities 

Board 

12 
 

13 
1:00 TOPS (Ch) 

14 15 

16 Father’s Day 
 8:30 All-Church   

Breakfast (HH) 

10:00 Worship 

17 
9:00 Council    

agenda items 

due 

18 
10:00 Gold-

finch Commun-

ion 

19 

 
5:45 Church 

Council 

20 First day 
of Summer 
1:00 TOPS (Ch) 

21 
9:00 July  

Newsletter 

items due 

22 

23 
10:00 Worship 

24 25 26 
 

5:30 Free  

Community 

Meal  

27 
9:30 Bible Study 

11:00 Newsletter 

assembly 

1:00 TOPS (Ch) 

28 29 

30 
10:00 Contemporary 

Worship 

Blessing box  

Noisy Sunday   

      

———————–-Children’s Community Theatre  (HH)————— 

-———————-Children’s Community Theatre (HH) ———–—- 



 





FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC 

FAIRMONT, MN 

CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES FOR 5-16-2024 

 

 

Members Present: Abigail Anderson, Kay Campe, Christina Hainy, Cindy Huset, Catherine Johnson, Sue 
Kruse, Larry Lasch, Marcia Musser and Jon Neitzel. Ex-officio members present: Pastor Cory. Members   
Absent: Amber Brummond, Jane Kotewa, and Abby Shoen. 

 

The Council met in Heritage Hall at 5:45 PM. Moderator Kay Campe called the meeting to order, and Pastor 
Cory led in prayer. A moment was taken to celebrate generosity in the church which included Meals on 
Wheels delivery and being a “5 for 5 Church.” 

Motion to approve the minutes from the meeting on April 17, 2024, was M/S/C. (Larry Lasch/Marcia 
Musser) 

Treasurer’s Report: Catherine Johnson reported that an investment work group met to review our current 
investments. They suggested the Cornerstone fund as a new name for the Endowment fund. Reports of the 
boards’ current year-to-date spending were distributed to each board for review. A motion to receive the 
treasurer’s report was M/S/C. (Larry Lasch/Marcia Musser) 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Cory highlighted work on the website domain, the invocation at Bravo Zulu House 
groundbreaking, and Confirmation Sunday. He has an upcoming promotion in the MN National Guard to 
Lieutenant Colonel.  

 

BOARD REPORTS: 
 Christian Education: No representative. They are considering a different Sunday school time for 
next year.  

Hospitality:  Jon Neitzel will be posting posters around town for the two IHD events at our church. 
 Facilities: Larry Lasch reported that they approved the newest draft of the Facility and Property Use 
document.  
 Diaconate: Sue Kruse stated they have been sending cards. Eric Johnson and Sue Kruse have been 
accompanying Pastor Cory on visits. 

Mission: Marcia Musser reported that they need groups to serve the Free Community Meals in July, 
November, and December. The Church Council will serve July’s meal. 
 Worship: Cindy Huset said that several musicians were discussed to fill in for Jenny Willard. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: We are still looking for a Vice Moderator. We are looking for a pianist as well. 

OLD BUSINESS: We will be working on our Congregational Work Evaluation for next meeting. The two 
pianos are gone. Future boards of the month will be contacted. A motion was M/S/C to approve the Church 
Facility and Property Use document with discussed edits. (Marcia Musser/Larry Lasch) MN Conference UCC 
Annual Meeting, IHD, welcome signs, and the website were all briefly discussed. 

NEW BUSINESS: A motion was M/S/C to allow the Opera House to use Heritage Hall in the last two weeks 
of June for their Youth Theatre Camps. (Catherine Johnson/Marcia Musser) We have a Minnesota Valley Ac-
tion Council (MNVAC) employee who will be doing work for the church. MNVAC pays their salary.  

 

Moderator Kay Campe adjourned the meeting. Pastor Cory closed with a prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Christina Hainy, Clerk 



WE ARE BACK ON THE 

WEB!! 

The newsletter is available (in color) 

on the church website. Upcoming 

events, birthdays & anniversaries 

and the church calendar are          

updated there as well. Check it out! 

 

Fellowship Opportunities:           

All-Church Breakfast: Sunday, 
June 16th is the next All-Church Breakfast. Breakfast will be 
served from 8:30 -9:30 AM. The menu is a surprise!   

Nomads & Women’s Coffee will take a break during the 
warm weather. We will start back up in the fall! If you are     
Interested in hosting or helping with either event, let the office 
know! 

Christian Education: 

Congratulations to our two high school graduates, Trenton Jorgensen 
and Mathew Cone!  
 
Thank you to our teachers for a great year of Sunday school and     
Confirmation ending in a fun day at Sylvania Park! 
 
Put August 4th on your calendars for VBS at the Shoen farm! 
 

Mission Minute: 
 
June’s blessing box: Youth Summer Church Camps 
 
Many of us fondly remember the fun we had at summer camp as kids. 
Right now we have several kids who are excited about a return trip to 
camp or their first times at summer camp. However, these camps are     
expensive, and we’d like to help  defray some of the cost of the               
registration fees. Please, consider donating to our youth. If we have any 
excess funds, we’ll roll them over to next year’s camps. Thank you!! 

Thank you to the wonderful 
ladies who assembled the May 
newsletter!! 





June Diaconate: Kris Fuller 

 Usher: Ellen Germain/Jon Neitzel 

 Readers for: 

  2nd: Cynthia Celander 

  9th: Abigail Anderson 

  16th: Kay Campe 

  23rd: Ellen Germain 

  30th: Sandra Smith 

  

July Diaconate: Dave Huset 

 Usher: Jon Neitzel/Ellen Germain 

 Readers for: 

  7th: Amanda Forstrom 

  14th: Margo Weaver 

  21st: Marilyn Forstrom 

  28th: Dolores Gronewald 



Date Memory/Honor of Designation From 

MEMORIALS 

Hy-Vee & Fareway Report as of 19 May 2024 
 
During the last 4 weeks, $14,238.80 (7.12%) worth of Hy-Vee slips were received.  After 24 weeks, 
Hy-Vee is at $95,314.99 (47.66%) toward the 17th goal which is now $200,000.   
 

During the same time, $2,786.85 (1.86%) worth of Fareway slips were received.  After 59 weeks, 
Fareway is at $65,844.63 (43.90%) toward our 5th $150,000 goal.  
 
This program started the first of March 2011, so any slips from then until now can be used.  Any 
Fairmont Fareway and Hy-Vee food store register slip can be used.  Even slips from Hy-Vee Fast & 
Fresh (Gas), Coffee Shop, Food Service, and Pharmacy help us toward the goal.  Delivery slips/
sheets can also be used.  Thanks to all who bring/mail the slips to the Church, or mailing them or 
dropping them off at my house. 
 
Reported by; 
Jim Bock 

Prayer Request Cards are now on the table in the Narthex. Please share your joys 
and concerns on the card and return it to the usher prior to the Pastoral Prayer if 
you would like your request included in our prayers during the worship service.   

 

 

 

 

 

21-Apr 

21-Apr 

28-Apr 

28-Apr 

7-Apr 

12-May 

12-May 

12-May 

12-May 

12-May 

19-May 

19-May 

19-May 

19-May 

19-May 

19-May 

Memory of Linda Meschke 

Memory of Eunice Eisenmenger, Arlys 

Malo, Jack Doolittle, Linda Meschke 

Honor of Jim & Barb Bock Anniversary 

Honor of Kay & Tim Campe’s              

Anniversary 

Memory of Linda Meschke 

Honor of Tom & Kathy Jorgensen's      

Anniversary 

Memory of Peggy Heinrich 

Memory of Gin Mevissen 

Memory of Rod Heinrich 

Memory of Julie Kasten 

Memory of Linda Meschke 

Memory of Linda Meschke 

Memory of Linda Meschke 

Memory of Linda Meschke 

Memory of Linda Meschke 

Honor of Larry & Carolyn Thompson's 

58th Anniversary 

Capital Fund 

 

 

 

Capital Fund 

 

Starfish 

Starfish 

General Fund 

Starfish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Larry & Carolyn Thompson 

Janine Draper 

Margaret Weaver 

Margaret Weaver 

Kris & Doug Fuller 

Margaret Weaver 

Les Heinrich 

Les Heinrich 

Les Heinrich 

Les Heinrich 

Wanda Johnson 

Joyce Jorgenson 

John & Sherry Larson 

Virginia Riedesel 

Margaret Weaver 

Margaret Weaver 



Blessings to you all~ 
Our church is in need of a Vice Moderator for this year, who will then become our Moderator next year. The 
longer we wait to fill this spot, the less time the person has to get used to the role of what is expected as Mod-
erator.   
  
Our church's congregation is getting older. If you were to look around, I would bet that a good majority of the 
older population have spent their time on one board or another. It's time to look to the younger generation that 
will be keeping our church alive to step up and fill vacant positions. 
  
A little story about myself. I know all too well how scary it can be taking on this leadership role in our church. 
When I was first asked to become Vice-Moderator, I was scared. I had a lot on my plate and not a lot of help. I 
was afraid that I would be running the whole show by myself, and that is not what I wanted to do. After sever-
al days of praying on it and talking with Catherine, I accepted the position. What changed my mind was, the 
council works as a TEAM! I wouldn't be doing everything by myself. I'm just there to lead, be the shepherd if 
you will, to guide us all to do God's will. There are several members of the council to lean on and ask for help. 
Everyone is willing to help you out in whatever you may need. Typically, this is a 3-year run: Vice Moderator 
1 yr., Moderator 1 yr., Past Moderator 1 yr. I stayed on for 2 years as Moderator, knowing that I had Kay com-
ing up to take my place. Timing wise that worked out best for everyone. Now you may be thinking, but I don't 
want to have to make difficult decisions or face conflict in the church. Believe me, I didn't either. The first 
year as Moderator was a piece of cake, and so will yours. The tough times come around, but with long spans 
in between them. I pray that I have served as Moderator the 2nd year for that purpose. It was tough, but I had 
God and our council members and the UCC Conference to lean on. The support from the congregation was 
overwhelming as well. Thank you for supporting and believing in me. At the end of the night, I knew I would 
be ok. God would bring the people in my life that are needed for the situation.  
  
Fast forward to today. As Past Moderator, I sit back at council meetings and relax. I am just one of the others. 
However, as Past Moderator, it is my duty to find people to fill open positions in the church. I have not heard 
of any names to even ask. If you would be interested in the Vice Moderator for 2024, I ask that you please 
take some time and pray about accepting this position. If it puts your mind at ease, I already have a Vice Mod-
erator for 2025. Please consider helping the greater good of our church. I am available to talk to you if you 
have any questions.  
  
If you do not want to serve as Vice Moderator but know of a good candidate, please let me know that 
too.  You may call, text, or email me. 
  
Blessings and prayers to you, 
Abigail Anderson - Past Moderator 2024 
507-525-5771 
abigailroiger@gmail.com 

mailto:abigailroiger@gmail.com




Celebrating Generosity  
There is always so much going on at First Congregational UCC! We are Celebrating the Generosity 

shown to our Church Family and our community... 

• Sunday School celebration at the park 

• Our 2 high school graduates-Mathew & Trenton 

• Our fantastic Sunday School teachers 

• Bible Study 

• All-Church Breakfast 

• Sunday School “Store”  

• Raising Camp Funds 

• Relay for Life blessing box 

• Hospitality  Free Community Meal in April 

• Our faithful 3 confirmands-Ella, Blakely & Sophia 

• Mother’s Day worship 

• Website back online 

• First Aid & CPR training 

• Joint Choir with Grace Lutheran  

• Facilities  Free Community Meal in May 

• Lakeview Communion 

• Goldfinch Communion 

• Newsletter & helpers  

• Readers, Ushers, Greeters 

• Church Service Broadcasts 

• Altar Flowers  

• Prayer Chain 

• Hy-Vee & Fareway Receipts 

• Free Little Pantry 

• Serving our Church Family 

• Meals on Wheels delivery 

• Being a Five for Five Church 

• Community Worship starting on Wednesdays 

These are just a few examples of the generosity we need to celebrate each and every day. We are 

so fortunate to have a Church Family with such diverse passions and generous souls! Be sure to give 

a little “thank you” to those who give so generously! 

Thank you all for sharing your time, talents, and treasures!   

Looking forward to what’s to come . . . 



Better than Takeout Chicken Fried Rice 
(from therecipecritic.com) 

 

Ingredients: 
•   1 Tablespoon vegetable oil 

•    1 Tablespoon soy sauce 

•   1 pound chicken cut into small pieces 

•   3 cups cooked rice, chilled  

•   2 Tablespoons sesame oil 

•   1 small white onion, chopped 

•   1 cup frozen peas and carrots, thawed 

•   2-3 Tablespoons soy sauce, more or less to taste 

•   2 large eggs, lightly beaten 

•   2 Tablespoons chopped green onions (optional) 

 

Instructions: 

1. In a large skillet or wok, add vegetable oil and soy sauce. Add in the 

chicken and cook until lightly brown and cooked throughout. Remove 

and set aside. 

2. Pour sesame oil in the bottom of the pan, add white onion, peas and 

carrots. Fry until tender. 

3. Slide the onion, peas and carrots to the side, and pour the beaten 

eggs onto the other side. Using a spatula, scramble the eggs. Once 

cooked, mix the eggs with the vegetable mix. 

4. Add the rice and chicken to the veggie and egg mixture. Pour the soy 

sauce on top. Stir and fry the rice and veggie mixture until heated 

through and combined. Add chopped green onions, if desired. 

 

Nutrition: 

Calories: 200kcalCarbohydrates: 20gProtein: 9gFat: 9gSaturated 

Fat: 2gCholesterol: 61mgSodium: 301mgPotassium: 151mgFiber: 1gSugar: 1gVitamin 

A: 1774IUVitamin C: 4mgCalcium: 23mgIron: 1mg  

PREP TIME: 20 minutes  

COOK TIME: 20 minutes 

SERVINGS: 8 servings 

 This delicious, easy recipe for June was shared by Abigail Anderson: 

https://affiliate-api.raptive.com/v1/get/link?keyword=vegetable+oil+&site_id=52e41fac28963d1e058a1042&site_name=The+Recipe+Critic&subid1=52e41fac28963d1e058a1042&trackid=ZHXJ-HCCORvBVP42P3JqZ%7Eplt%7Clm&aflt=plt%7Cdyn&referral_url=https%3A%2F%2Ftherecipecriti
https://amzn.to/2wEedgz
https://affiliate-api.raptive.com/v1/get/link?keyword=chicken&site_id=52e41fac28963d1e058a1042&site_name=The+Recipe+Critic&subid1=52e41fac28963d1e058a1042&trackid=H9pu68QP1sbpa9pWWlthU%7Eplt%7Clm&aflt=plt%7Cdyn&referral_url=https%3A%2F%2Ftherecipecritic.com%2
https://amzn.to/2K07UH4
https://affiliate-api.raptive.com/v1/get/link?keyword=white+onion&site_id=52e41fac28963d1e058a1042&site_name=The+Recipe+Critic&subid1=52e41fac28963d1e058a1042&trackid=BPxgyfMWILZYSel8-YvTj%7Eplt%7Clm&aflt=plt%7Cdyn&referral_url=https%3A%2F%2Ftherecipecritic.c
https://affiliate-api.raptive.com/v1/get/link?keyword=frozen+peas+and+carrots&site_id=52e41fac28963d1e058a1042&site_name=The+Recipe+Critic&subid1=52e41fac28963d1e058a1042&trackid=uAanGoWPVv9dG9gQKvezv%7Eplt%7Clm&aflt=plt%7Cdyn&referral_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthere
https://amzn.to/2wEedgz
https://affiliate-api.raptive.com/v1/get/link?keyword=eggs&site_id=52e41fac28963d1e058a1042&site_name=The+Recipe+Critic&subid1=52e41fac28963d1e058a1042&trackid=Au-LJJycotQdgxm50nOUl%7Eplt%7Clm&aflt=plt%7Cdyn&referral_url=https%3A%2F%2Ftherecipecritic.com%2Fch
https://affiliate-api.raptive.com/v1/get/link?keyword=chopped+green+onions&site_id=52e41fac28963d1e058a1042&site_name=The+Recipe+Critic&subid1=52e41fac28963d1e058a1042&trackid=Vn_tGApID7mgj4B-O0bTY%7Eplt%7Clm&aflt=plt%7Cdyn&referral_url=https%3A%2F%2Ftherecip


If your birthday or anniversary is not listed or is incorrect, please notify the church office. 

 Birthdays: 

 Anniversaries: 

June 1 Georgia Malo  
  Rowena Nepomuceno    
June 2 Charlene Norris   
June 4 Karin Rosen  
June 5 Everett Hanning  
  Ryan Guritz  
  Donna Christensen  
June 6 Tara Thedens  
  Hailie Stenzel  
June 7 Pat Cowing  
June 8 Jon Riggs 
June 10 Kara Rowan  

June 11 Sue Eisenbacher  
June 12 Joanne Eisenbarger  
June 14 Randy Musser  
June 18 Roger Buchan  
June 19 Rita Craven  
June 24 Ruth Ann Jones  
  Easton Jorgensen 
June 26 Tom Rosen  
June 27  Isaac Holtz 
June 28 Lori Thate  
June 29 Elaine Zoeller  
  Eric D. Johnson  

June 1  Kim & Jan Shaffer   50 years  
June 3  Dar & Jodi Kuhlers   47 years  
June 5  Larry & Donna Christensen 53 years  
June 5  Matt and Brandi Guritz  14 years  
June 5  Tim & Abby Miller     3 years 
June 14  Eric & Catherine Johnson  43 years  
June 14  Robbin & Cathy Celander  33 years  
June 16  Conrad & Lorie Zoeller  45 years  
June 17  Cory & Christina Hainy  29 years  
June 20  Dan & Deb Thate   32 years  
June 25  Chris & Abigail Anderson    2 years 
June 30  Everett & Lee Hanning   68 years  
June 30  Justin & Tara Thedens  23 years    

  


