
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

6th Sunday after Epiphany – February 12, 2023
8:30 am Service is live, 11:00 am is live, live-streamed, and recorded

Holy Communion, Setting One

Hymns will be found in the red Evangelical Lutheran Worship Book.

Prelude - Cantabile by Cesar Franck

GATHERING 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P In the name of the Father, and of the a Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin

to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin,
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

P Most merciful God,
C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against

you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to
the glory of your holy name.

C Amen.

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the a Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Gathering Song - Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling 582

APOSTOLIC GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

C And also with you.
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Hymn - All Glory Be to God on High 410
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P The Lord be with you
C And also with you
P Let us pray

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, the strength of all who hope in you, because we are weak mortals we accomplish nothing
good without you. Help us to see and understand the things we ought to do, and give us grace and
power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WORD

First Reading: Deuteronomy 30:15-20

The LORD sets before the people of God a clear choice. Life and prosperity will come to the
faithful; loss of the land will be the consequence of disobedience. Choosing life entails loving
and holding fast to the Lord. Life in God’s presence presupposes the promise made to the
ancestors.
[Moses said to the people:] 15See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and
adversity. 16If you obey the commandments of the LORD your God that I am commanding you
today, by loving the LORD your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments,
decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the LORD your God will
bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. 17But if your heart turns away and you do
not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, 18I declare to you today
that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter
and possess. 19I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life
and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, 20loving
the LORD your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length
of days, so that you may live in the land that the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.

Psalm: Psalm 119:1-8 Congregation sings Refrain and bold verses.

Refrain

1Happy are they whose | way is blameless, who follow the teaching | of the LORD!
 2Happy are they who observe | your decrees and seek you with | all their hearts,
 3who never do | any wrong, but always walk | in your ways.

 4You laid down | your commandments, that we should | fully keep them.  Refrain
 5Oh, that my ways were made | so direct that I might | keep your statutes!
 6Then I should not be | put to shame, when I regard all | your commandments.
 7I will thank you with | a true heart, when I have learned your | righteous judgments.

 8I will | keep your statutes;  do not utter- | ly forsake me.  Refrain
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Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 3:1-9

Human leaders in the church are not the ones who control ministry. Rather they are coworkers
who belong to God, the one who truly controls and continuously empowers the ministry of the
church.
1Brothers and sisters, I could not speak to you as spiritual people, but rather as people of the
flesh, as infants in Christ. 2I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for solid
food. Even now you are still not ready, 3for you are still of the flesh. For as long as there is
jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not of the flesh, and behaving according to human
inclinations? 4For when one says, “I belong to Paul,” and another, “I belong to Apollos,” are you
not merely human?
 5What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you came to believe, as the Lord
assigned to each. 6I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7So neither the one who
plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. 8The one who
plants and the one who waters have a common purpose, and each will receive wages according to
the labor of each. 9For we are God’s servants, working together; you are God’s field, God’s
building.

Gospel Acclamation

After the Gospel is announced, the people say: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 5:21-37

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus exhorts his followers to embrace standards of righteousness
that exceed legal requirements and traditional expectations.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 21“You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You
shall not murder’; and ‘whoever murders shall be liable to judgment.’ 22But I say to you that if
you are angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgment; and if you insult a brother
or sister, you will be liable to the council; and if you say, ‘You fool,’ you will be liable to the hell
of fire. 23So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother or
sister has something against you, 24leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled
to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift. 25Come to terms quickly with your
accuser while you are on the way to court with him, or your accuser may hand you over to the
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judge, and the judge to the guard, and you will be thrown into prison. 26Truly I tell you, you will
never get out until you have paid the last penny.
 27“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28But I say to you that
everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery with her in his heart.
29If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of
your members than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30And if your right hand causes
you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your members than for
your whole body to go into hell.
 31“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ 32But I
say to you that anyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of unchastity, causes her to
commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.
 33“Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not swear falsely,
but carry out the vows you have made to the Lord.’ 34But I say to you, Do not swear at all, either
by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for
it is the city of the great King. 36And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make one hair
white or black. 37Let your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ or ‘No, No’; anything more than this comes from
the evil one.”

After the Gospel is read, the people say: Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Message

Sermon

Hymn of the Day - O God, My Faithful God 806

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or
used as appropriate.
Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.
Inspire your church that it may be a sign of life throughout the world. From the exploration of
faith with children and new believers to missionaries and bishops, shape lives of faithfulness, so
that all find abundant life in your ways. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Nourish your creation. Accompany all who plant and water. Bless the work of farmers; provide
for subsistence farmers facing drought and climate change. Guide the work of agricultural
scientists toward sustainable ways to feed the world. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Give growth where there seems to be no hope for life. In nations and regions where
reconciliation seems impossible (especially), empower peacemakers with your Spirit. Where
death holds sway through violence, disease, and hunger, equip relief workers to bring hope.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Nurture all in need (especially) Barbara, Jan, Janet, Joyce, Ida, Phyllis and Larry, Bob and Ellie,
Naomi, Pat, Judy, Mary, John, Tom, Pat, Riley, and others we may name aloud or quietly in our
hearts. Bring healing to all who experience trauma caused by systems of injustice and destructive
relationships. Give courage to those struggling to repent and those seeking reconciliation. Sustain
all who work for restoration (local restorative efforts may be named). Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Encourage this congregation. Call us to a common purpose and keep us from quarrelling. Turn
our hearts toward you and guide our leaders, so that our choices may be lifegiving for all.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in Christ
crucified.
Amen.

PEACE

P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

MEAL

Offering

Offertory - (8:30) Offertorie by Jacques-Nicolas Lemmens 
(11:00) Er segnet, die den Herm Fürchten, beide, Kleine und Große (He blesses those who
fear the Lord, both, small and great) by J. S. Bach 
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Offertory - Create in Me a Clean Heart

Offertory Prayer
A Let us pray together
C God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You

bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts,
that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.  Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

8



Preface
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations;
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son;
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy Holy Holy

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
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This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever.   Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen.

P Come to the banquet for all is ready.

COMMUNION SONG – LAMB OF GOD

10



COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
And each person may respond Amen.

COMMUNION HYMN – O Master, Let Me Walk with You 818

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.

SONG AFTER COMMUNION

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Let us pray.

A God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ,
making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we
may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus
Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.
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SENDING

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

C Amen

SENDING HYMN – Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing 544

DISMISSAL

A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C We will. Thanks be to God.

Postlude - Fanfare by Jacques-Nicolas Lemmens

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2014 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27001. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All
rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net ##A-721914.

The Altar Flowers today are given to the Glory of God with the following recognitions:
Z In memory of Delphia Kachur and Ann Dominick by Ted and Diana Dominick

Altar Flowers – If you would like to make a recognition through a request for Altar Flowers, please stop
by the credenza under the TV monitor in the atrium. Sign up for the day(s) you would like to request, pick
up an envelope and form in the lower box and turn in your request form(s) which should indicate your
announcement for the bulletin, and payment ($40) at least one week in advance. If you have any
questions, speak with a staff person.

Prayer of the Church (Members):  Barbara Hadden, Jan Franzen, Janet Ravert, Joyce Veazey, Ida
Elliott, Phyllis and Larry Jenkins, Bob and Ellie DeVries, Naomi Watson, Pat Casper, Judy Schlegel, Mary
Bader, John Friedrich, Tom Kraska, Pat Cashwell, Riley Waugh

Prayer List Changes – If you have names to add, or delete at any time, email staff, or call the office.

Prayer of the Church (Friends): Kay Matthews and Robert Meissner [Tony Perrotte’s mother and uncle],

Vickie Ettinger, Lois Horn, Diane Johnson (Penni Perrotte’s friends), Gary Hill (cousin of Penni Perrotte), Laura

Williams (friend of Amanda Anderson), Bill Lopatta (uncle of Amanda Anderson),Tim and Sue Williams (friends

of the Foremans), Sara Russell (sister of Anna Snyder), Susan Freeman, her husband Don and daughter Emma

(by Joan Pepper), Sayge Lindsay (grandson of Alta Lindsay), Susan Roberts (friend of Kathy Anderson), Donore

Lantz (friend of Judy Schlegel), MJ Chevalier (sister of Marcy Brown), Roketta Hudgins (mother of Greg

Hudgins), Gay Reed (friend of Robin Winfree), Sally Midyette (mother of Kathy Anderson), Jacki and Steven

and daughters (friends of Joan Pepper), Zach Maier (cousin of Kathy Anderson), Lois Horn (friend of Penni

Perrotte), Virginia Hinshaw (great-grandmother of Kayden and Hunter Hinshaw), Gad Kainer, Eric Tabert

(nephew of Deb Tabert), Dean Greg Jones of Duke Divinity, Armenia and Artsakh (friends of Judy Schlegel),

William and Barbara Wilson (parents of Bill Wilson), Linda Leslie (mother of Sean Slane), Paul DeVries (brother

of Bob DeVries), Twila Dahl (sister-in-law of Bill Dahl and Martha Dahl), Gini Rinkus (friend of the Dominicks),

Elaine Williamson (sister-in-law of Greg and Jeanna Hudgins), Paul (son-in-law of Jan Huntley), Richard

Dominick (brother of Ted Dominick), Burr Hasselbeck, Josephine Economy and John Bigsby (friends of Bess

Line), Wayne Coulter (brother-in-law of Marlene Coulter), Debra Fletcher (sister of Bill Wilson), Marie Watts

(cousin of Pat Casper), Ruth Parker (aunt of Pat Casper), Ashley Collins (niece of Deb Tabert), Holly (friend of

Pat Cashwell), Patrick Howell (son of a friend of the Waughs), George and Pat Rose (friends of Debbie

Fullbright), Margaret C. by Catherine Crenoisent, John and Connie Heinz, Gregory and Colleen Davidson,

Richard and Claudia Steele (friends of Dean and Marcia Redman), Nan Scheible (grandmother of Max and

James Albright)
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Adult Sunday School in February – Vicar Amanda Spangler will lead a four-week survey of the history
of Black Lutheranism in North America, largely based on Jeff Johnson’s book, Black Christians: The Untold
Lutheran Story, on archival findings, and a few firsthand accounts. We’ll also study the ways that White
Lutherans engaged and disengaged with Black Lutherans, and think critically about how history informs
the ELCA’s present day existence as one of the least ethnically and racially diverse denominations in the
U.S. (Pew 2015). It is my hope that these sessions will celebrate the history of Black Lutheranism while
giving us thought about the future of the Lutheran church – especially as we celebrate St. Paul’s
centennial this year!

We are in the process of installing a replacement HVAC unit in the lower level of the building which

services the preschool and Sunday School rooms. Total cost of the new unit is $12,956. We have some money in

capital reserves but would like to not deplete that account to this degree, so we are seeking donations to offset

the cost of the unit. Anyone wishing to make a donation toward this unit, please donate online, in the offering

plate, mail a check, or contact our bookkeeper or Pastor Scott. Please made donation to St. Paul’s but mark it for

HVAC. Thanks in advance.

Pastor Scott on behalf of the congregation council

The Annual Meeting to accept the annual reports will be held on Sunday, March 12, 2023 at 9:45-10:45 am.  

Please check the overflowing lost and found basket next to the credenza and announcements
monitor. We will donate what is left by the end of February.

The 2022 annual giving statements have been mailed. If you have a question regarding your
statement, please contact one of the co-financial secretaries, Phil Hart (psbhart@gmail.com) or Rod
Runestad (rodrunestad@gmail.com). 

2023 NC HIP Festival at St. Paul’s – St. Paul’s will be one of several venues for the 2023 NC HIP
(Historically Informed Performance) Festival. Mallarme Music presents the music of Heinrich Ignaz Franz
Biber. Biber was a master of stringed instruments and wrote the 15 Mystery Sonatas that chronicle the
life of Christ through music for violin and continuo. The entire schedule, along with ticket prices, can be
found here: https://www.mallarmemusic.org/hipmusicfestival-org/  There will be a total of six concerts at
St. Paul’s during this festival. The dates are posted on the bulletin board or visit the link above for details
on each event.

Love is Patient and Kind, by the Nurturing Committee Ministry
February is a month of LOVE: hearts, flowers and “thinking of you” time. The “Caring Tree” in the atrium
has turned into a “love tree” with all the St. Paul’s member’s names included. Valentine cards and
“thinking of you” cards are available to you. Please choose a name (or 2) from the “love tree” and send a
card! It is a St. Paul’s connection to St. Paul’s brothers and sisters in Christ.  You may want to use this as
a BE-FRIEND time too and follow up your card with a friendly phone call? The goal is to connect, nurture,
and care for the family of St. Paul’s.

St. Paul's has a Habitat Work Crew and you are invited to join them! 
Morris Casper is our contact person and coordinator. Probably the best way to reach him is via his email:
mcasper913@gmail.com   Our upcoming work dates are: Feb 18, March 18, April 22, May 13, and June
10. Morris can give you more details if needed. All genders are welcome. 

Growing Thru Grief – Growing thru Grief offers continuing education and support to those grieving the

loss of a loved one. We meet at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. Meetings are held each Tuesday, with
registration starting at 4:00. First time attendees must show proof of Covid vaccination and booster(s).
Currently, masking is encouraged. We ask people to come at 4; the program begins at 4:30, and all will
end by 6. Here is the schedule:
Feb 14 to be announced
Feb 21 “Complicated Grief” with Darryl Owens
Please contact admin@growingthrugrief.org if you have any questions.
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We welcome back the Tongue and Thimble group. This group creates small quilts which are distributed
to the nurseries at local hospitals for their critical patients. They meet downstairs in the Fiber Arts/Music
room off of the Genesis Hall on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month at 10:00 am - 12:00 noon. If you
have an interest in sewing, please stop on by and see what we are working on.

The Dropped Stitch Prayer Shawl Ministry has returned. They meet on the last Friday of the month
at 1:00 pm in the sofa area of the atrium. This group creates prayer shawls by knitting or crochet. Come
join in.

Thursday Bible Study – Join us on Thursdays at 10:30-11:45 am where we are studying " The Difficult
Words of Jesus" by Amy Jill Levine. The class takes place in the Conference Room and by Zoom. Study
notes will be emailed.

PASTA for PARKTOWN!!  Help Stock the St. Paul’s Shelf at Parktown Food Hub!

THANK YOU!  Please continue to add a package – or two – of dry pasta to your shopping cart to support
this important community ministry and keep the St. Paul’s Pasta Shelf well stocked. The Women’s
Connection Group is leading this initiative to support the Parktown Food Hub, a ministry of South Durham
Connections, led by Pastor Sharon Schulze.  St. Paul’s Shelf - dry boxed pasta – spaghetti, macaroni,
ziti, penne, etc. (NOT: kits or dinner, nor canned pasta entrees). Please notice the basket of
crocheted hearts on the table by the sofa. Pastor Sharon Schulze created these as a heartfelt Thank
You to St. Paul’s for your generous holiday gift cards and ongoing gifts of pasta to support the Parktown
Food Hub and ministries and especially the families it feeds and helps. There are a few left to be taken.

49th Annual Durham CROP Walk by Megan Cunningham
Everyone, the time has come to start thinking about the excitement to come on April 2, 2023. The 49th

annual Durham CROP Walk will be taking place at Duke University. Our congregation has been
outstanding supporters and team members. We exceeded our $3,000 goal last year and I am hoping we
can do that again this year. If you would like more information about what the CROP Walk is, you can
reach out to me directly at mcunni16@gmail.com or at church on Sunday mornings. If you would like to
donate via check, please make checks payable to CWS  or if to St. Paul’s put CROP Walk in the memo
line. Parish Emails going out will update links as we get closer to the event. Help St. Paul’s make a
difference to those in the Durham community which struggle with food insecurity.

Our Free Little Library is full of books, magazines, and jigsaw puzzles for your use. You are welcome
to take or leave one to use and share. Check out the bookshelf near the water fountain in the atrium.

Music Time for Children –  Join us at the 8:30 am service on Sundays for music time with Ted
Turner, our minister of music. Following the children's message, all children (and parents) are invited to
come sing some songs and have some fun in Whitesell hall during the sermon at the early service. They
will return to the service after the singing to continue worship.  We hope to see you there.

Child Care on Sunday mornings! We have an attendant, Courtney Rosenstein, on Sunday mornings
who will care for your small children so parents and older children may attend Sunday School and
worship. She will be available during the 8:30 service through the 11:00 service. Care will take place in
the Parlor which is the room between the atrium and Whitesell Fellowship Hall.

Worship – We have two services: 8:30 am and 11:00 am, both using Setting One of the ELW. The 8:30 am

service will be in-person. The 11:00 am service will be in-person, live-streamed and recorded. The link to watch the
11:00 service live is: https://vimeo.com/event/1478223. The link to watch any services which have been recorded is:
https://vimeo.com/stpaulsdurham then choose the service date or event you wish to watch.

Sign-Up Genius Links
We need worship assistants weekly. Please visit the Sign-Up Genius links which we use to enable volunteers to
fill in where needed, for both services. Click on the link and fill in your name on the date(s). 
� Sunday Morning Worship Tasks
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0944a4a72fa5f58-sunday1
Tasks include setting up, lector, worship assistant, sound, altar guild, video, etc. Staff will be glad to provide
assistance for any of these tasks.
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� Sunday morning Communion Assistants and Lock-Up
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0944a4a72fa5f58-communion
� Devotions – https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c044eabad28a3fd0-daily1  
Please send your devotions to Vicar Amanda Spangler at vicar@stpaulsdurham.org

Gathering - Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling 582
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Hymn of the Day – O God, My Faithful God 806
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Communion Hymn – O Master, Let Me Walk with You 818
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Sending Hymn - Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing 544
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