Conflict Resolution

Simeon and Levi: Shechem

Our last Conflict and Resolution, between Esau and Jacob, had Jacob returning
to Canaan with all of his family that had been born to him while in Paddanaram,
“And Jacob came in peace to the city of Shechem.

The Conflict: “And Dinah the daughter of Leah, whom she bare unto Jacob, went
out to see the daughters of the land.” Whatever is involved in the phrase, “went
out to see” we are not told, but whatever it was, it was associated with a fleshly
desire to observe, to see, to satisfy a desire of the flesh to associate with. “And
Shechem the son of Hamor the Hivite, the prince of the land, saw her; And he
took her, and lay with her, and humbled her. And his soul clave unto Dinah the
daughter of Jacob, and he loved the damsel, and spake kindly unto the damsel.
And Shechem spake unto his father Hamor, saying, Get me this damsel to wife.
Now Jacob heard that he had defiled Dinah his daughter; and his sons were with
his cattle in the field: and Jacob held his peace until they came. And Hamor the
father of Shechem went out unto Jacob to commune with him” (Genesis 34:1-6).
Seems that Jacob can’t catch a break, albeit most of his troubles were self-
perpetuated. Nevertheless, Jacob kept silent about the matter until his sons
returned from the field.



“And the sons of Jacob came in from the field when they heard it: and the men
were grieved, and they were very wroth, because he had wrought folly in Israel
in lying with Jacob's daughter; which thing ought not to be done” (Genesis 34:7).

Once again we are able to look into the moral fiber of the nations, and their
attitude toward pre-martial relationships, as well as adultery. Our society has all
but cast off this moral compass, as many men and women have chosen to co-
habit outside of a married state: it wasn’t acceptable then, and it is not so now.

The Resolution: “And Hamor communed with them, saying, The soul of my son
Shechem longeth for your daughter: | pray you, give her unto him to wife. And
make ye marriages with us; give your daughters unto us, and take our daughters
unto you. And ye shall dwell with us: and the land shall be before you; dwell and
trade ye therein, and get you possessions therein. And Shechem said unto her
father and unto her brethren, Let me find favor in your eyes, and what ye shall
say unto me | will give. Ask me never so much dowry and gift, and | will give
according as ye shall say unto me: but give me the damsel to wife. And the sons
of Jacob answered Shechem and Hamor his father with guile, and spake, because
he had defiled Dinah their sister, and said unto them, We cannot do this thing,
to give our sister to one that is uncircumcised; for that were a reproach unto us.
Only on this condition will we consent unto you: if ye will be as we are, that every
male of you be circumcised; then will we give our daughters unto you, and we
will take your daughters to us, and we will dwell with you, and we will become
one people. But if ye will not hearken unto us, to be circumcised; then will we
take our daughter, and we will be gone. And their words pleased Hamor, and
Shechem Hamor's son. And the young man deferred not to do the thing, because
he had delight in Jacob's daughter: and he was honored above all the house of
his father. And Hamor and Shechem his son came unto the gate of their city,
and communed with the men of their city, saying, These men are peaceable with
us; therefore let them dwell in the land, and trade therein; for, behold, the land
is large enough for them; let us take their daughters to us for wives, and let us
give them our daughters. Only on this condition will the men consent unto us to



dwell with us, to become one people, if every male among us be circumcised, as
they are circumcised. Shall not their cattle and their substance and all their
beasts be ours? only let us consent unto them, and they will dwell with us. And
unto Hamor and unto Shechem his son hearkened all that went out of the gate
of his city; and every male was circumcised, all that went out of the gate of his
city” (Genesis 34:8-24). Conflict averted, Resolution made, or was it?

As we consider the principals connected to this event, Dinah was the daughter
of Leah, Jacob’s first wife. To Leah was born two sons that are prominent in this
Conflict and Resolution, i.e., Simeon and Levi. Although a Resolution had been
made, Simeon and Levi would have none of it, therefore, “it came to pass on the
third day, when they were sore, that two of the sons of Jacob, Simeon and Levi,
Dinah's brethren, took each man his sword, and came upon the city unawares,
and slew all the males. And they slew Hamor and Shechem his son with the edge
of the sword, and took Dinah out of Shechem's house, and went forth. The sons
of Jacob came upon the slain, and plundered the city, because they had defiled
their sister. They took their flocks and their herds and their asses, and that which
was in the city, and that which was in the field; and all their wealth, and all their
little ones and their wives, took they captive and made a prey, even all that was
in the house. And Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, Ye have troubled me, to make
me odious to the inhabitants of the land, among the Canaanites and the
Perizzites: and, | being few in number, they will gather themselves together
against me and smite me; and | shall be destroyed, | and my house. And they
said, Should he deal with our sister as with a harlot?” (Genesis 34:25-31).

The response of Simeon and Levi seems natural, as Dinah was their sister: same
mother, same father. Such anger is not uncommon among men. When a
daughter or a sister has been violated many emotions spring forth, and many
vile deeds often proceed. Nevertheless, as a result of the indiscretion of two, a
whole city was destroyed, and laid waste.

But that’s not the end of the matter. Some thirty years later, as Jacob reflects on
the years of his life, he tells Pharaoh, “The days of the years of my pilgrimage



are a hundred and thirty years: few and evil have been the days of the years of
my life.” (Genesis 47:9). And additional seventeen vyears will pass, and
approaching one hundred and forty-seven years of age, “Jacob called unto his
sons, and said: Gather yourselves together, and | may tell you that which shall
befall you in the latter days” (Genesis 49:1).

Jacob then takes his sons, by birth order, and begins to describe their character,
short comings, and what would befall them in the latter days. The subjects of
our inquiry are Simeon and Levi. Of these two men, Jacob said, “Simeon and Levi
are brethren; Weapons of violence are their swords. O my soul, come not thou
into their council; Unto their assembly, my glory, be not thou united; For in their
anger they slew a man, And in their self-will they hocked an ox. Cursed be their
anger, for it was fierce; And their wrath, for it was cruel: | will divide them in
Jacob, And scatter them in Israel” (Genesis 49:5-7). Though some forty-five plus
years had passed, Jacob pronounces upon their seed the consequences of the
wrath of Simeon and Levi. Thus, the tribes of Simeon and Levi were assimilated
into the populace of Israel: Simeon was assimilated into the tribe of Judah, and
Levi, serving as priests, were assimilated throughout all of the tribes.

In matters such as this questions arise: Were Simeon and Levi justified in their
actions, seeing as how Shechem did “deal with our sister as with a harlot.” Once
again, the Conflict arose as a result of Dinah, at a young age, going to “see” the
daughters of the land, without escort, and was ultimately defiled by the prince
of the land. Was the Resolution just? Simeon and Levi did not so think.

In any case, the Conflict left scars upon all that were involved. Jacob said, of the
actions of Simeon and Levi, “Ye have troubled me, to make me odious to the
inhabitants of the land, among the Canaanites and the Perizzites: and, | being
few in number, they will gather themselves together against me and smite me;
and | shall be destroyed, | and my house” (Genesis 34:30). The question will
forever be unknown: what would have been the outcome if Jacob had chosen a
different Resolution?



