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Waskesiu’s Bears (will soon be)
on the Beach!
A little over a year ago, the Waskesiu Foundation announced
its most ambitious project to date – a commitment to
raise $295,000 for the renewal of Waskesiu’s main beach
playground.
Thanks to generous donations from Waskesiu residents, Parks
Canada, the Waskesiu business community, and from many
visitors to the Park, we are delighted to report that site
work for the new playground was started in September and
Waskesiu’s new “Bears on the Beach” playground area will be
a reality by July 1st, 2015!
Since the fundraising goal was actually exceeded, the original
playground design has been further enhanced by the addition
of a crawling log, an improved rope activity area, and a double
saucer swing. Special thanks to Parks Canada Agency for
again partnering with the Waskesiu Foundation to make these
three enhancements a reality.
The creative ways people found to raise funds for this exciting
community project was truly inspiring and included (among
other great initiatives):
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

July 1 pancake breakfast awareness raising and donations
July 1 parade participation
Donation boxes at Waskesiu businesses
Movie admissions (Twin Pine Cinemas and Pine & 		
Fancy donation)
Sale of stuffed teddy bears (Hawood Inn)
Pizza donation (Pizza Pete’s)
Free Canada Day t-shirts for donations (At the Beach)
Children’s Festival
Teddy Bears Picnic
Steak night fundraising donation and 50/50 raffle 		
(Friends of the Park)
Fun Run proceeds donation (Outter Limits)
T-shirt sales (Outter Limits)
Children’s bottle drives, golf ball sales, lemonade 		
stands, and piggy bank donations

Thanks to the efforts of so many individuals, businesses and
groups in our community, it was hard for anyone visiting
Waskesiu to leave without hearing about this wonderful project.
A huge thank you to all of our donors for all of your support –
including your donations of time, talents and treasure. Above
all, a huge “hats off” to Derwin and Chris Arnstead for their
inspiring leadership, vision, organization and energy as cochairs of the “Bears on the Beach” campaign. What a fantastic
effort, and a fantastic result!
You can still make a donation to this exciting project and have
your name added to the list of donors. The west side of the
Waskesiu Foundation’s donor kiosk, which is located at the main
beach near the playground, will be set aside for a minimum of
five years to recognize all of our generous “Bears on the Beach”
donors. There is still time to share in the community pride if
you have not yet had the opportunity to do so. We hope to
see your name there! Please also consider volunteering for the
community build next spring and stay tuned for details on date
and time. Above all, this will be a wonderful improvement for
our community and it will be gratifying to see children enjoying
the playground over the decades to come.

Have you ever considered making
a Legacy Gift to enhance the
Waskesiu experience now, and for
future generations?
A bequest is often referred to as “the ultimate gift”, not only
because it is a gift of cash or property you make in your Will, but
because it is a reflection of the beliefs and values you espouse
during your lifetime.
Bequests can also be a thoughtful way to help preserve the
special qualities of Waskesiu for decades to come. They are also
an important source of long-term funding for the Waskesiu
Foundation and its projects, all of which enhance the Waskesiu
experience. Above all, a gift through your Will can allow you to
make a significant donation that may not have been possible
during your lifetime. Like many others in our community have
already done, please consider making a lasting gift to the
Waskesiu Foundation as part of your estate planning. You really
can “leave a legacy”, and make a positive difference for your
grandchildren (and great-grandchildren) in a place that you (and
they) love so much.

Birch Bay

Waskesiu Townsite Beautification
– Flower Planters
The streets of Waskesiu were beautified this summer with the
addition of flowers in cedar planters. This was a joint project
between the Waskesiu Foundation and the Waskesiu Chamber
of Commerce. Many people offered positive feedback on the
program. Watch for them to return next year.

There are many ways to make your planned gift:
• Bequest by Will
• Gift of Shares
• Gift of Real Estate
• Life Insurance Policies
• Gift Plus Annuities
For information on how to implement your legacy gift, please
contact the Foundation’s Executive Director, Randy Kershaw, at
rkershaw@sasktel.net, or the Foundation’s Chair, Jim Kerby, at
JKerby@mlt.com.

“Diamonds and Silver” – the 10th
Annual Waskesiu Foundation

Camp Kitchen Renewal
The Waskesiu Foundation’s “Camp Kitchen Renewal Program”
has been a resounding success, with sponsors coming forward,
and projects successfully completed at the Main Beach, 3 townsite
locations, Paignton Beach, South Bay, and Birch Bay. We now
look forward to the renovation of the multi-season camp kitchen
near the Foundation Donor Kiosk (across from the Visitor Centre).
Dave Archer will be doing the renovation work, which has been
generously sponsored by the Archer families from the Waskesiu
Trading Post, L.A. Outfitters, and the Hawood Inn. When the
renovation is complete, visitors will appreciate the cozy refuge this
beautifully renovated camp kitchen provides during the spring,
summer, fall and winter seasons. Whether heading to the beach,
or to the cross-country ski trails, light a fire and cook your lunch
year round. Weather permitting, the renovations should be done
in time for use during the latter part of winter 2015.

2014-2015 Foundation Volunteer Board of Directors
Chair		
Vice Chair
Treasurer

Jim Kerby, Saskatoon, SK
Derwin Arnstead, Regina, SK
Greg Thorimbert, Saskatoon, SK

Directors
Grit McCreath, Calgary, AB
Myrna Nagy, Prince Albert, SK
Steven Woods, Kitchener-Waterloo, ON
Jake Burlet, Edmonton, AB
Gord Bueckert, Waskesiu, SK
Executive Director - Randy Kershaw, Saskatoon, SK
Board Secretary - Chris Arnstead, Regina, SK

Other Fundraising Initiatives:
Waskesiu Chamber of Commerce
- Mini-Golf:
Watch for news in 2015 about a
potential partnership between the
Waskesiu Chamber of Commerce
and the Waskesiu Foundation
to support the construction of a
mini-golf course in Waskesiu. With
support from the community, the
addition of a mini-golf recreation facility – which would be
designed for enjoyment by people of all ages, skill levels, and
physical abilities - will provide yet another way to enjoy and
enhance the Waskesiu experience.

Fundraising Dinner
Sunshine, champagne, sparkling outfits, and jazz music helped
set the stage for the 10th annual Donor Recognition and
Fundraising Dinner on July 12, 2014. The event was a sell-out
yet again, with a new record for attendance set. Donations
from the Silent Auction, Live Auction, and the new “VIP
Preferred Table Service” resulted in total fundraising of over
$38,000! Thank you to everyone who attended or donated –
you helped us make this year’s dinner another great success.
Special thanks to the Dinner Committee, which was headed
up by our Co-Chairs Derwin and Chris Arnstead.

The 2015 Foundation Dinner –
Save the Date!
Mark your calendar now – the 2015 Fundraising Dinner will
be held on July 11, 2015 at the Community Hall in Waskesiu.
The evening will be a celebration of “Bears On the Beach” –
right in the heart of Saskatchewan’s playground. Watch for
on-line ticket sales announcements in spring and get your
tickets early. This highly sought after event is the gala event of
the summer season in Waskesiu – and is bound to be another
sellout. See you there!

Waskesiu Golf
Course – Paving
the Way:
If your passion lies with
a “full size” golf course
instead, there is an
opportunity for you to make
a difference by improving the Waskesiu Golf Course. In
partnership with the Lobstick Golf Club, the Foundation is
looking for donations to the “Paving the Way” campaign
– a project designed to complete the paving of all paths
throughout the golf course.

Remember that December is your last chance to donate and receive 2014 tax credits!
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Message from
the Chair
Jim Kerby
As Chair of the Waskesiu Foundation,
I am once again honored to say
“thanks”, and to share Season’s
Greetings, on behalf of the
Foundation’s volunteer Board.
Since it was established in 1999 as a registered charity, the
Foundation has raised over $1.5 million to re-invest in our
community. Everywhere you walk in Waskesiu you see (and
can enjoy) the results of that investment – including 100
Memorial Benches, Community Hall upgrades, Terrace Gardens
upgrades, tennis court resurfacing, camp kitchen renovations,
disc golf course, walking trail improvements, reforestation
sites, tree planting, former bandstand site landscaping, the
Lobstick Tree renewal project, and so much more.
Our Foundation’s goal of “Enhancing the Waskesiu experience”
is nothing short of an ongoing labour of love, and we hope to
keep earning your continued financial support, and trust, in
the years ahead.

“Bears on the Beach” - A “Great News
Story” Worth Telling (and Retelling)
I am very pleased to report that the response to our “Bears on
the Beach” campaign was overwhelming – proving yet again
what a truly wonderful community we have in Waskesiu.
Some families had three (or more) generations pooling their
funds to make a “multi-generation” donation. Our community’s
children and our business community came forward in
outstanding ways too. As a result, the Waskesiu Foundation
(with help from volunteer builders and Parks Canada Agency)
will construct the new playground structure by July of 2015.

PRIVACY POLICY
The Waskesiu Foundation Inc. recognizes its obligation to respect privacy and
is committed to maintaining the confidentiality of our donors. All personal data
provided by our donors is secure information. We do not lend, exchange, or
otherwise make available, our donor lists to other organizations. We are pleased
to publicly recognize our donors, but if you prefer to remain anonymous, please
just let us know and your request will be honoured.

Let’s Keep the Good News Stories
Coming – Share the Vision
The Foundation is an active participant in, and strong supporter
of, the “Waskesiu 2020 Vision” project being spearheaded
by the Waskesiu Community Council (the “WCC”). We are
very pleased to be working in conjunction with the WCC,
Parks Canada Agency, the Waskesiu Chamber of Commerce,
the Waskesiu Seasonal Residents Association, the Waskesiu
Heritage Museum, Friends of the Park and other groups in our
community to not only envision and plan Waskesiu’s future
“look and feel”, but to make real, positive improvements to
our community as part of a proposed “Community Action
Plan”. If you care about Waskesiu’s future, I urge you to learn
more about this very important initiative and, above all, to be
part of making Waskesiu an even better place for you, your
family, and the generations that follow.
As we look forward to 2015 and beyond, the important work
of the Waskesiu Foundation continues. We are launching a
new Planned Giving and Endowment Fund initiative in the
spring, and we hope that the community will embrace (and
support) that initiative as part of a longer-term vision for
protecting and enhancing the Waskesiu experience not only
now, but for future generations.
Finally, we are very pleased to welcome Gord Bueckert as a
new Board member. Gord has been a strong supporter of the
Foundation over the years, and will be an excellent addition to
our team of dedicated volunteers.
I look forward to seeing you in Waskesiu in 2015. In the
interim, all the very best for the New Year, and thank you once
again for your generous support!
Jim Kerby, Chair
There is no better time to consider making a gift to the
Foundation in honour of your family or friends. Please make
your charitable donation today using our new and secure
online donation option at www.waskesiu.org, or by mailing
your donation to: The Waskesiu Foundation Inc., P.O. Box
242, Saskatoon, SK, S7K 3K4.

