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“Eternal Father, I offer you the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity, of your dearly Beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, in atonement for our Sins and those of the whole world.”

Mary L. Leisring, Director
Office or Black Catholic Ministry
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Director’s Note

LOCAL NEWS

TAKE A
STAND
FOR
LIFE!

NATIONAL NEWS
SAVE THE DATE
ARCHBISHOP JAMES LYKE
CONFERENCE
July 2-6, 2019

Please consider taking part in 40
Days for Life.

JULIA GREELEY
ANNIVERSARY MASS

We pray that with God’s help we end
our Culture of Death and begin again
with the Culture of Life.

June 7, 2019
5:30 p.m.
Cathedral Basilica
of the
Immaculate Conception

We must end abortions in our cities
and in our world.

1520 Logan Street
Denver, CO 80203

https://40daysforlife.com
/local-campaigns/denver/

Gaylord National Resort and
Convention Center
201 Waterfront St
Oxon Hill, MD 20745
"Every Knee Shall Bend:
Reconciliation Black Catholic”
Meeting the Liturgical Needs of
the Black Catholic Community.

Reception follows the Mass

DENVER’S SAINTLY WOMAN
Died—Feast of the Sacred Heart—June 7, 1918

SERVANT OF GOD JULIA GREELEY
PRAYER
Heavenly Father, your Servant Julia Greeley dedicated her life to honoring the Sacred Heart of your
Son and to the humble service of the poor. Grant to me a generous heart like your Son’s, and if it be in
accordance with your holy will, please grant this favor I now ask through Julia’s intercession,
(mention your intention)
I pray this through Christ our Lord. Amen
Approved on June 29, 2017
by
Most Reverend Samuel J. Aquila
Archbishop of Denver

Please report in writing any favors
received through Julia’s intercession to:
juliagreeleyguild@gmail.com
www.juliagreeley.org
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION

At Canaan’s Edge:
America in the King
Years, 1965-68. Branch,
Taylor. (2006) (Third in a series beginning with Parting
the Waters and continuing
with Pillar of Fire.)

Life on These Shores at
African American History 1513-2008. Gates,
Henry Louis (2011)

1001 Things Everyone
Should Know about
African American History. Stewart, Jeffrey C.

April Saints
2—St. Mary of Egypt

Songs of Our Hearts,
Meditations of Our
Souls Prayers for Black
Catholics

4—St. Benedict the Moor
6—St. Marcellinus of
Carthage
12—St. Zeno of Verona
20—Sts. Marcellinus,
Vincent, and
Domninus
27—St. Theodore the
Sanctified
30—Sts. Marianus, James
and Companions

JULIA GREELEY—1918
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Edited by Cecilia A,
Moore, Ph.D., C.
Vanessa White, D.
MIN., and Paul M. Marshall, S.M.
St. Anthony Messenger
Press, Cincinnati, Ohio

The New Jim Crow:
Mass Incarceration in
the Age of Colorblindness. Alexander, Michelle.
(2012)
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BLACK AMERICAN ANTHEM

Lift Every Voice and Sing
Lift every voice and sing, till earth and Heaven ring,
Ring with the harmonies of liberty;
Let our rejoicing rise, high as the listening skies,
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us,
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us;
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun,
Let us march on till victory is won.
Stony the road we trod, bitter the chastening rod,
Felt in the days when hope unborn had died;
Yet with a steady beat, have not our weary feet
Come to the place for which our fathers sighed
We have come over a way that with tears has been watered
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered
Out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last
Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.
God of our weary years, God of our silent tears,
Thou Who hast brought us thus far on the way;
Thou Who hast by Thy might, led us into the light,
Keep us forever in the path, we pray.
Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee.
Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee.
Shadowed beneath Thy hand, may we forever stand,
True to our God, true to our native land.
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Nnaoma Agwu
Black History Month Reflection
As a child, Black History month represented acknowledgement. It was an acknowledgement of the history and contributions African-Americans had made to the United States. It
meant knowing whom the inventors of train lubricators, traffic signals, the legendary super
soaker and more were. Learning about inventors and the economic impact of African Americans to the United States are important. I appreciated the time taken devoted to this but history
is never-ending and history is always being written. I only had a face value understanding of the
importance of Black History month and why it is important to just know.
“Those who cannot learn from history are doomed to repeat it." quoted from the philosopher, George Santayana and as I am sure many have heard repeatedly. This quote invokes
moving beyond acknowledgement from the past but breathing life into it. History especially
African American history in the US contains sinful, disrespectful and malice actions yet displays brilliance, perseverance and faith. Being able to learn the past painful and joyful experiences and stories of those you may or may not know builds upon your community through your
understanding.
When I reference community, St. Ignatius Loyola Catholic Church was and is the first
community I was raised in. Originally, Mass wasn’t a ritual to experience the Liturgy of the
Word and Liturgy of Eucharist. It was a time to hear Fr. Tom Jost & Fr. Steve Yavorsky connect the word of God to my actions and interactions with others and learn from them how to
assist the church as an altar server. A time to listen to Maria Rose lead the choir with Gospel
integrated songs, discuss Catholicism in religious education with Dr. Gale and Ms. Toni and of
course, try to swipe donuts and bagels before some of the other kids in the church basement for
fellowship. These past actions and many of Loyola parishioners left a strong impression in my
understanding of what community is. Loyola was infallible to me. Yet, Loyola is not absent of
its past mistreatment to African Americans during its early days as a parish. Discerning how we
treat one another and where opportunities for involvement and inclusion of our community continues to give life to Loyola’s story.

Vernon Jordan, a civil rights activist once said, “You are where you are today because
you stand on somebody’s shoulders. And wherever you are heading, you cannot get there by
yourself. If you stand on the shoulders of others, you have a reciprocal responsibility to live
your life so that others may stand on your shoulders. We exist temporarily through what we
take, but we live forever through what we give.” So continue to live on forever as a community
in Christ through your actions to one another leaving an impact that has no bounds but it ensures that our history is a never ending story.
Thank you and God Bless.
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SPIRITUAL WORKS OF MERCY
“MERCY WORKS”
INSTRUCTING THE IGNORANT
Learn about our faith and be open to talking with others about our beliefs.
• Volunteer to help with religious education programs at our parish.
• Invite someone to go to Mass with you this weekend.
COUNSELING THE DOUBTFUL
Everyone has moments of doubt in their faith journey.
• Accompany a friend who is struggling with believing; join a parish group for service or faith
formation; share a book you found useful in dealing with your friend’s faith
concern.
ADMONISHING THE SINNER
Be supportive in helping others find their way and correct their mistakes. Together we
can learn to walk more closely with Christ.
• Don’t judge, but guide others towards the path of salvation.
BEARING WRONGS PATIENTLY
Do not be bitter about wrongs done against you. Place your hope in God so that you can endure
the troubles of this world and face them with a compassionate spirit.
• Frustrated with someone? Step away from the situation, take a few deep breaths, pray the
Our Father, asking for patience.
FORGIVING INJURIES
Forgiving others is difficult at times because we do not have God’s limitless mercy and compassion. Jesus teaches us that we should forgive as God forgives, relying on Him to help us show
others the mercy of God.
• Make a conscious decision to forgive. Forgiveness transforms hearts and lives
COMFORTING THE SORROWFUL
Listen to and comfort those who are dealing with grief.
• Make a home cooked meal for a friend who is facing a difficult time.
• A few moments of your day may make a lifetime of difference to someone who is going
through a challenging time.
PRAYING FOR THE LIVING AND THE DEAD
Prayer is one of the most powerful ways we can support others. Joining together in prayer for
the living and the dead entrusts us all into God’s Care.
• Ask a friend or family member if there is anything you can pray for them about.
Adapted by
Suzie Wooldridge
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Sorbarikor Inene’s Reflection on Black History Month

Black History Month is a time to reflect on the strength and resilience of
not only African Americans but the ability and dexterity of human beings to accomplish so much despite the chains of oppression and being institutionally disadvantaged.
One person I believe that best exemplifies this is the world renowned
champion of the world, Muhammad Ali. To no one’s surprise he still today and
forever will be widely regarded as one of the greatest boxers of all times. Let us
not forget his achievement of beating 21 boxers for the world heavyweight title
and winning 14 unified title bouts. This record went unbeaten for 35 years.
Muhammad was able to defeat every top heavyweight in an era considered to be the golden age of boxing where many of these greatest boxers of all
time had come from. But what people tend to forget was that Muhammad Ali
was much more than a boxer. Even with his recognition, he did not stop there.
He went beyond boxing and was able to make himself a high-profile figure of
racial pride for African Americans during the civil rights movement.
Ali was the physical manifestation of black power two years before the
term came into popular use. He not only transformed the world of sports but
went on to become highly effective activist and an icon that assisted in laying
the groundwork for the growing counterculture social which with momentum of
the civil rights movement went on to tackle many more social issues in the United States.
Ali was known for his brash personality often described as provocative
and outlandish. He never took anything from anyone and was never afraid of
the white establishment of the 60s. Frequently, he would use his position to
speak out against racial inequality.
After becoming the heavyweight champion in 1964 after beating boxing
legend Sonny Liston, he announced that he will change his “slave name”, Cassius Clay to Muhammad Ali. The media and most sportswriters refused to address him by his new name, continuing to call him Cassius Clay. He asserted
his strength in his convictions and individually by stating “I know where I am
going and I know the truth and I do not have to be what you want me to be,
I am free to be what I want.”
His strong and prominent principles introduces the concept of black power to,
at the time, a white America. Ali was willing to risk everything to uphold what he
believed in. During the Vietnam War era he dared to refuse to be drafted and
was stripped of everything he worked so feverishly for. Stripped of his titles and
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Sorbarikor Inene’s Reflection on Black History Month
(2)

banned from the sport he loved, he was vilified by the media and stamped as a
traitor. Even through all this, he never faltered for a second. Ali explained, “I
ain’t got nothing against them Vietcong, how can I shoot those poor people?
Just take me to jail.” His actions spoke volumes, inspiring even Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. to speak out against the war. The bravery and boldness of Ali
had a profound influence on countless black Americans and the evolving civil
rights movement to maintain their fight for liberty in defiance of the subjugation
of American society.
I feel it is important to reflect on the achievements in the ring to promote
social equality in a time where doing such a thing would make you lose everything. I admire him for his strength as I believe Black History Month should be a
period for us to appreciate that as human beings we will always fight for freedom, a God given right for us all and no matter what anyone does to attempt to
break apart our bond that each and every person has to each other, no matter
what color we are, the human spirit cannot and will never be broken. Whether
anyone likes it or not we are all in this together and we can only prosper together as history has repeatedly proven. Black History Month reminds us that the
human race is and forever will be one.
***************************************************************************************************

A Thousand Paths to Wisdom


Life is doing things, not making things.



The heart seems to have its reasons which even reasons cannot understand.



We can become wise only when we have learned to regard all people as
equal. There can be no wisdom in prejudice.



The most crucial step toward solving a problem is to be able to recognize
yourself as part of the problem.



Forgiveness is a permanent state of being, not just an occasional act.



Wisdom is neither inheritance nor legacy.



Next time you consider fleeing from a problem, consider the acorn. It stood
firm and it became an oak tree.



Salvation is a process that begins on earth and ends in eternity.



The wise person knows that there is sometimes more power in words left unsaid.



The wise person is like a tree whose roots are fed from the earth while its
branches rise toward heaven.
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Brother Peter Tabichi, OFM, Kenya

Brother Peter Tabichi, a mathematics and physics teacher at Keriko Mixed Day Secondary School in
Pwani Village, won the $1 million Global Teacher Prize for 2019. Credit: SULEIMAN MBATIAH/AFP/
Getty Ima

Nairobi, Kenya, Mar 25, 2019 / 05:00 pm (CNA). - What happens when you
give a Franciscan $1 million?
He gives it away.
At least that’s what Brother Peter Tabichi, OFM, plans to do with the $1 million prize he won March 23, which came alongside the 2019 Global Teacher
Prize, which he received at a conference Saturday in Dubai.
"This prize does not recognize me but recognizes this great continent’s young
people. I am only here because of what my students have achieved. This prize
gives them a chance. It tells the world that they can do anything,” Tabichi
said.
The brother is a science teacher at a school in rural Kenya.
Chosen from among 10,000 nominees, Tabichi will also become global ambassador for the Varkey Foundation, which established the award. The international organization, founded in 2010 by Indian businessman Sunny Varkey,
looks to raise the standards of education for students across the developing
world.
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Brother Peter Tabichi, OFM, Kenya
(2)
In Kenya’s Rift Valley, afflicted by drought, violence, and drug abuse, many
students have either been orphaned or are being raised by only one parent

Tabichi teaches science and math at Keriko Mixed Day Secondary School in
Pwani Village, Kenya. The school needs resources and equipment and has a
student-teacher ratio of 58:1.
Tabichi often walks four miles to a cyber-cafe, to download educational material for his lessons. He also donates 80 percent of his income to aid poor students and intends to donate his prize money to support the school.
Under Tabichi’s instruction, the school’s students have had success at national
and international science competitions. More students have also been able to
attend college, and girls’ tests scores have particularly seen an increase.
Last year, his students won first place in the public-school category at the
Kenya Science and Engineering Fair 2018. The students submitted a device
allowing blind and deaf people to measure objects. The team is preparing to
participate in the INTEL International Science and Engineering Fair 2019 in
Arizona.
Over a video conference at the event, Kenyan President Uhuru Kenyatta congratulated the Franciscan brother.
"Peter – your story is the story of Africa, a young continent bursting with talent. Your students have shown that they can compete amongst the best in the
world in science, technology and all fields of human endeavor.”
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The Corporal Works of Mercy

Feed the Hungry
• The next time you make a recipe that can be easily frozen, make a double batch and
donate one to your local food pantry or soup kitchen.
• Research, identify and contribute financially to organizations that serve the hungry.
Give Drink to the Thirsty
• Organize a group of children involved on a sports team (e.g. soccer) or a summer
camp. Invite them to collect bottled water to distribute at a shelter for families. If
parents can be involved, ask them to accompany their children in delivering the water to the families.
• Make an effort not to waste water. Remembering to turn off the water faucet when
you are brushing your teeth or washing dishes can help, especially in regions suffering from drought.
Clothe the Naked
• If you have clothes in your closet, that are too big or you do not wear them anymore. Give them away to a shelter or store which provides clothing for the less fortunate.
Shelter the Homeless
• Many homeless shelters need warm blankets for their beds. If you can knit or sew
that would be an extra loving gift.
• Seek ways to provide shelter for the homeless locally, regionally, nationally or internationally
Visit the Sick
• Take time on a Saturday to stop and visit with an elderly neighbor.
• Give caregivers time off from their caregiving responsibilities so they can rest, complete personal chores, or enjoy a relaxing break.
Visit the Imprisoned
• Volunteer to help out or donate to charities that give Christmas presents to children
whose parents are in prison.
Bury the Dead
• Visit the cemetery and pray for those you have lost.
• Spend time planning your own funeral mass, read through the Order of Christian
Funerals and find our hope in the Resurrection.
Among all these, giving alms to the poor is one of the chief witnesses to fraternal charity: it is also a work of justice pleasing to God.
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Chibueze Agwu
Black History Month Reflection

Martin Luther King Jr., Malcom X, Rosa Parks, Jackie Robinson, Muhammad Ali,
and Harriet Tubman. These names, along with a handful of others, is what Black History
Month meant to me growing up. It meant that for twenty-eight days the name of a black
person would be mentioned for perhaps thirty minutes during the class day. We would
do an arts and crafts project or maybe read a book, but that was it. Every year, the same
thing was done. Over and over and over. For me, Black History Month became almost
meaningless. When you hear the same couple of facts about the same ten people for
years of your life, that is what tends to happen. This is absolutely detrimental to our society and the history of black people in this country. We must do our research and educate ourselves on black people in history that are not usually given their due, though
they have done just as much as many of the people we can not seem to stop talking
about. We need to read a speech other than King’s “I Have a Dream”, speech or “Letter
from Birmingham Jail”. It needs to be taught that King had flaws too and messed up
plenty of times in his life. The picture that is often painted of Martin Luther King Jr. being the good guy and Malcom X being the bad guy needs to be forgotten. It needs to be
recognized that these two were dynamic individuals that were fully human. They were
people that both did both right and wrong, whose ideologies changed as their lives went
on. This is not to take away from their legacies, but for each of us to realize they made
mistakes just as we make mistakes. So why can we not fight for justice as they fought
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Chibueze Agwu
Black History Month Reflection (2)

justice? Loyola, my point is that we must be willing to make ourselves uncomfortable.
We have to be willing to learn the names and stories of those society does not talk
enough about in black history. We also have to be willing to peer more deeply into the
lives of those names and stories we already know. Lastly, we cannot allow ourselves to
be complacent in our “wokeness”. I honestly believe that the socially conscious moderates of this country have the greatest power for change. However, they can also deal the
greatest blow. Never underestimate the negative power of silence and how much damage it can cause. We must use our voices to fight for love, peace, and equity for all peoples. So, do not stand still Loyola, but move. Go out and fight for justice in every
thought, word, and action. And at the end of the day, know that it is dedicated to the
greater glory of God.
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Prayer to our Lady of Czestochowa
HOLY MOTHER of Czestochowa,
Thou art full of grace, goodness and mercy.
I consecrate to Thee all my thoughts, words

and actions—my soul and body .
I beseech Thy blessings and especially prayers
for my salvation.

Today, I consecrate myself to Thee.
Good Mother, totally with body and soul
amid joy and sufferings to obtain for
myself and others Thy blessings on this
earth and eternal life in Heaven.

Imprimatur:
Most Rev. Patrick A. O’Boyle, D.D.
Archbishop of Washington
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Divine Mercy Prayer for the Physically and Sexually
Abused
Divine Mercy!
I beg of You to protect all those helpless children

who are physically and sexually abused, especially
by those whose duty it is to guide and protect them on earth.
Send Your enveloping cloak of Mercy and wrap it around
those poor children and enfold them in Your love and protection.

Send forth Your rays of blood and water to cleanse and
renew the souls of those who perpetrate these vile acts of Satan.
Let there be a way to get Your powerful Image of Divine Mercy
into the homes of these sad families, from where graces will
flow as You promise, and they shall be renewed.
O Blood and Water which gushed from the heart of Jesus
as a fount of Mercy for us, we trust in You.
Amen!

May God bless you all!

Jisha
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Please Pray for Priests

Dear Lord,
we pray that the Blessed Mother

wrap her mantle around your priests
and through her intercession
strengthen them for their ministry.
We pray that Mary will guide your priests
to follow her own words,
“Do whatever He tells you” (John 2:5).
May your priests have the heart of St. Joseph,
Mary’s most chaste spouse.
May the Blessed Mother’s own pierced heart
inspire them to embrace
all who suffer at the foot of the cross.
May your priests be holy,
filled with the fire of your love

seeking nothing but your greater glory
and the salvation of souls.
Amen.
Saint John Vianney, pray for us.
Prayer provided by
USCCB Secretariat of Clergy,
Consecrated Life and Vocations

16

Black Catholics in the Rockies

Spring Edition—2019

Uche Agwu
Black History Month Reflection

When I was younger, I always heard of Black History Month and its importance.
I was always curious as to why and how it became relevant, but I never really asked an-

yone. I was told it was important so I believed it. During after care in elementary school
at Loyola, I remember how we were always taught about great black inventors, activists,
and business men and women. We learned of their successes and a game was developed
that was called along the lines of African American Bingo. The game would either describe the significance or impact of what an individual had on society and you would
match the individual’s name to that specific action or success. I was really focused on
how fun the game was and winning the prized candy, however there was so much significance within that game and I have continually realized this as I grow older.
Growing up and attending high school and college, I was placed in environments
that really didn’t acknowledge Black History Month or didn’t play African American
Bingo when I finished my homework. These environments also made me wrestle with
the following questions: Is Black History Month still relevant today? Why do African
Americans only receive a Black History Month? Is it racist to have a Black History
Month? These were questions I never really had to think about in elementary school because I was just told that this knowledge was important for my growth. However, I nev-

er sat down and thought about what it means to me and if I had my own answers to
those questions. Now at 23, I have come to realize that Black History Month is time to
remember and give thanks for all the amazing contributions that past African Americans
have had within the US. Whether it be related to the legendary work of the social justice
advocate, Dr. Martin Luther King, and his radical call to action for the US to live up to
its creed of fairness and justice for all people. Or the ability for black women to see
themselves as successful business women through Madam C.J. Walker, a self-made millionaire through her line of cosmetics and hair products for black women. I thought it
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Uche Agwu
Black History Month Reflection (2)
it was ridiculous to learn only during my junior year of college that a black man,
Jerry Lawson, made the first video game cartridge system. As a gamer and engi-

neer, I was annoyed. My favorite games have always been Nintendo products and the
foundation of their gaming systems has always been cartridges. Never knowing that Jerry Lawson was such an important figure within this field was definitely hard to hear.
So yes Black History Month is still relevant today and it’s not racist, it’s really
just remembering history that’s never really discussed. Throughout school, not only
black students, but students of all races and ethnicities never truly hear about the contributions that many black individuals have made on their behalf. Young black students
specifically, rarely hear of the successes of people that look like them and don’t usually
know of past role models within their field that they could look up to. This period of
time is used to reflect and give thanks to the greats that improved our society through
their respective and unique contributions. Just as we continually stand on the shoulders
of the past builders of this nation, we must never forget that many of these builders were
amazing black scientists, social justice activists, engineers, and entrepreneurs. Black
History Month continually allows society to remember.
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INTERNET SITES
INTERNET SITES

BLACK CATHOLIC STUDIES
This is a direct link to Xavier University

www.xula.edu/IBCS.html

BLACK AND INDIAN MISSION OFFICE
www.blackandindiandmission.org

CATHOLIC BOOKS AND TAPES
http://www.catholicbook.com

CATHOLIC INFORMATION CENTER
www.cath.info.center@ewtn.com

CATHOLIC NEWS AGENCY
www.catholicnewsagency.com

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE
http:www.catholicnews.com

CATHOLIC YOUTH ONLINE
http://www.cyo.org

ETERNAL WORD TELEVISION NETWORK
http://ewtn.com

IN A WORD
www.inaword.org

JULIA GREELEY GUILD
www.juliagreeley.org
KNIGHTS AND LADIES OF PETER CLAVER
http://www.kofpc.org

NATIONAL BLACK CATHOLIC APOSTOLATE FOR LIFE
www.blackcatholicsforlife.org
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OFFICE OF BLACK CATHOLIC MINISTRY
CONTACT INFORMATION

Archdiocese of Denver
Newsletter—Black Catholics In The Rockies
Editor……….Mary L. Leisring
Resources and Credits
Mary L. Leisring
Contact the Office of Black Catholic Ministry:
Mailing Address:
Office of Black Catholic Ministry
Archdiocese of Denver
1300 South Steele Street
Denver, CO 80210-2599
Office Location:
John Paul II Center for the New Evangelization
1300 South Steele Street
Room 039
Denver, CO 80210-2599

E-Mail Address:
Mary.Leisring@archden.org
Facebook:
Black Catholic Ministry—Home—Facebook
Visit us at:
http://www.archden.org/blackcatholicministry
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