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MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT
The last three months have been
months of travel and meetings.
Since our annual meeting in February, I have had the pleasure of
visiting and meeting with many
ALSSAR chapters/compatriots and
all the Societies in the Southern
District.
Sally (my wife) and I have attended the Spring Leadership meeting in
Louisville followed by the Tennessee Society Meeting in Franklin,
Tenn.., the following weekend. Late
March we attended the Mississippi
Society meeting in Oxford, Miss.
And in early April we attended the
Louisiana Society meeting in White
Castle, La.
All meetings have been in person
(no ZOOM), we are hopefully out
of the COVID woods.
To date I have attended the John
Archer Elmore, Birmingham*, Tennessee Valley*, Cahaba Coosa and
Little River Canyon* chapter meetings. I am looking forward to visiting and meeting with the rest of the
chapters in the near future. I thank
you all. (* New Officer Inductions)
I have joined the MSSAR Color
Guard grave marking ceremony for
Patriot Lt. Daniel McKie, Oxford,
Miss. On March 19, I joined the
ALSSAR Color Guard-Honor Guard
at the patriot grave marking ceremony for Patriot E. Thompson and
Patriot William Ryan in Sommerville.
See MESSAGE, Page 2
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Bill Daniel selected as new ALSSAR
president at state convention in Hoover
When was the last time you attended the Alabama
State Convention? If you did not attend this year’s convention, you missed an amazing gathering of compatriots and special guests.
So much thanks to ALSSAR past president Fred
Olive and the Embassy Suites Birmingham-Hoover for
doing a fantastic job preparing for this convention.
Compatriot Eric Alford’s technical expertise of technology was seamless. The Color Guard did a wonderful
job and are ready to assist when called upon.
The business meeting was a great success. The meeting began on time and ended on time which is a trademark of President William Kirkland running a meeting.
Not an easy feat having had one of the most aggressive slate of proposals passed this year and two major
proposals passed at the convention. Those were his final
acts as president. The online membership-auto payment
proposal and the lifetime membership proposal were on
the forefront of his agenda to finish his term.
Both proposals passed unanimously with the help of
NSSAR past presidents Joe Dooley and Michae l
See CONVENTION, Page 3

—Photo by Janice Jennings

ALSSAR president Bill Daniel
speaks at the convention after
becoming the 72nd president.

Seven British colonies
did not join fight for
independence in 1776
At the beginning of 1776, Britain ruled
20 colonies in North America. When 13 of
them declared independence and created the
United States of America on July 4, 1776,
there were seven other British colonies in
North America that did not.
Four of these were to the north, in what is
now Canada, and three were to the south bordering on the Gulf of Mexico or off the coast
of Florida. The four northernmost colonies
were Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, Isle St.
John, and Quebec. The three southernmost
colonies were East Florida, West Florida, and
the Bahamas.
See COLONIES, Page 8
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= Growth in Membership

DAR Medal for New SAR Application

Sons of the American Revolution will be issuing medals for qualified DAR participants. This involves new applications and the requirements for DAR members that attach a DAR Finder Form
to any of those applications. It is our goal to welcome these applications with Finder Forms as a
recruitment tool, and award DAR members that quality for any of these medals. Compatriot David
Jones is our state liaison for this program. The DAR Finder form can be found on the website:
www.alssar.org. Brochures will be published soon.

SAR launches new recruiting tool focusing on DAR members
The Alabama Society is working on a new brochure (above) to
distribute to groups throughout the state as a new recruiting tool
for SAR members.
The information, under the “Members” section of the Society
web site, is part of a DAR Awards Recognition Program established by the Society at its May Board of Managers meeting.
If a DAR member recruits three SAR members for application
and they are approved by the National Society, that DAR member will be awarded the Martha Washington Medal. (Each application must have the Finder Form attached when submitted
to State).

ALSSAR past president David Jones, with help from DAR liaison Nancy Billings, will be tracking DAR members who recruit
new SAR members and will notify the respective chapters.
In addition to the Martha Washington medal, a DAR member
can earn additional recognition from the Alabama Society for the
recruitment of six new members (SAR Appreciation Medal) or
nine new members (SAR Daughters of Liberty Medal).
The DAR liaison will notify the awards committee and the respective chapters when a DAR member has met the requirements
for an award.
—David Jones

Message
(Continued from Page 1)
The ALSSAR Color Guard & Honor
Guard started the year in full stride continuing the pace established in the fourth
quarter of 2021. In March I joined them
at two grave markings in Sommerville
hosted by the Tennessee Valley chapter.
Key goals for my term are public outreach, membership growth and striving
to facilitate the message of SAR of sharing the knowledge of our founding documents and stories of patriotism, courage,
sacrifice, tragedy and triumph of the
patriots who achieved the independence
of the American people.
These stories exemplify the struggles
of our forefathers against tyranny. They
are relevant to all and will inspire and
strengthen future generations.
I am looking forward to our society's
future growth as we work together.
Please remember this is your society. I
am here to support you and our society’s
mission.
—William E. Daniel Jr.

—Photo by Janice Jennings

New GWEF member
George Washington Endowment Fund Board chairman Edmon
McKinley, right, presents a GWEF pin and certificate to Travis Parker
at the ALSSAR convention in February.
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ALSSAR officers for 2022, from left: Joe Barker, sergeant at arms; Rev. John Killian, chaplain; Bob
England, historian; Jay Maples, chancellor; Ron Bearden, registrar; John Van Zandt, treasurer; Michael
Martin, recording secretary; Eric Alford, secretary; Jim Griffith, vice-president; and Bill Daniel, president.
Not pictured is genealogist Earl Gillian.
Convention
(Continued from Page 1)
Tomme supporting the proactive approach our society is
taking to adapt to the changing times.
ALSSAR compatriots Michael Martin and John Killian
played no small role in chairing these important proposals.
Our youth contest and banquet did not disappoint. This
year had amazing youth participation and they will represent
our society’s values and principles. The audience was left
with excitement and hope of sending competitive winners to
the upcoming Congress this summer in Savannah, Ga.
The Embassy Suites did a great job with a buffet style
banquet. President Kirkland was excited to have a much
better view of the contest than in previous years.
The evening banquet was a nice farewell for President
Kirkland’s term. President Kirkland is quick to point out
that even with hectic travel, chapter visits, all the various
ceremonies and agenda accomplished would not have been
possible without the involvement and support of the grass
roots membership.
The featured evening speaker was current NSSAR Secretary General and Alabama Society Past President Bruce
Pickette who laid out the case of why Alabama’s involvement is important at SAR’s Congress this summer and the
tasks he has planned for NSSAR this year as the President
General nominee.
The evening had a great number of guests in attendance
and a wonderful meal to celebrate an exciting evening.
Southern District Vice President Michael Schenk did an
excellent job of installing this year’s incoming Alabama
Society Officers.
See CONVENTION, Page 4

—Photos by Janice Jennings

David Jones, right, above, receives Patriot Medal;
Daniel gets VP medal ready for Jim Griffith, left, below.
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In Memory…

John Ewell Green

JOHN EWELL GREEN, a member of the Gen. Richard
Montgomery chapter for the past 38 years, passed away on Jan.
1, 2022. He was 91.
Green was born in Montgomery on Sept. 26, 1930 to Johnnie
A. and Ela Kindred Green.
A veteran of the Korean War, he returned to Montgomery
following the war and became the manager of Shop 21 for 12
years. He then joined his father in the commercial refrigeration
business for more than 20 years before retiring in 1986.
He also served on the Montgomery City-County Personal

Board for 14 years.
Green was a deacon and an elder of both the First Presbyterian
Church and Trinity Presbyterian Church. He was a member of
the Gathering of the Saints Sunday School Class at Trinity Presbyterian Church.
He was preceded in death by his daughter Carol and son Robert, but was survived by his wife, Saralee Clements Green, who
was his high school sweetheart. They married in July of 1950.
Services for Green were held on Jan. 6 at Trinity Presbyterian
Church.

—Photos by Janice Jennings

Outgoing president William Kirkland presents featured speaker
Bruce Pickette, above, with a gift, then awards Bill Daniel the
Distinguished Service Medal.
Convention
(Continued from Page 3)
The evening had a great number of
guests in attendance and a wonderful
meal to celebrate an exciting evening.
Southern District Vice President Michael Schenk did an excellent job of
installing this year’s incoming Alabama
Society Officers. Alabama DAR Regent
Patrice Donnelly, Alabama Children of
the American Revolution State President
Clay Cain and Senior State President

Brenda Winter and various state presidents brought us greetings.
The decorations were amazing thanks
to the Ladies Auxiliary. They made a
special night for our guests and compatriots.
The Society recognized those who
have made significant contribution to the
success of the Alabama Society this
year. The Medals and Awards Chairman
Jim Maples did an excellent job conducting. The society has so many dedi-

cated compatriots who give their time
and resources to our society. It was President Kirkland’s honor to present the
various awards.
Outgoing President Kirkland gave his
final remarks and thanked the membership for their accomplishments and excitement they brought to the various
efforts this year while incoming President Bill Daniel addressed the society
with his goals for the upcoming year.
—William Kirkland
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Cheaha meeting
The Cheaha chapter held its
monthly meeting on April
13 at the Anniston-Calhoun
County Public Library and
the guest speaker was Dr.
Harry Holstein, emeritus
professor of anthropology at
Jacksonville State, who
spoke on “Archaeology in
Alabama, on the Trail of
DeSoto.” Holstein is pictured with chapter vicepresident Eric Sloughfy,
left, and chapter president
Bob Folsom, right, who presented Holstein with an
SAR Challenge Coin.

Patriot Walter Ross honored in grave-marking ceremony
Revolutionary War patriot Walter Filmore Ross was honored
at a recent service with a grave marking by the Gen. John
Archer Elmore chapter at the Ross Cemetery in Deatsville on
Oct. 23.
Representatives from numerous patriotic organizations also
participated in the service. The Color Guard and Honor Guard
was dressed in period uniforms. Floral tributes included
wreaths from the chapter as well as three DAR chapters —
Peter Forney, Captain William Bibb and Atagi.
Welcome was given by former ALSSAR president and Gen.
John Archer Elmore chapter compatriot Bill Stone, with the
invocation given by family member Kenneth Garner. Elmore
County Commissioner Bart Mercer and ALSSAR vice president Bill Daniel were special guests and gave tribute during
the event.
Family member David Garner presented the family history
of Walter Filmore Ross before unveiling the marker presented
by the chapter. The headstone was placed by family member
Tammy Gregg during the previous year.
The grave stone was marked with a distinctive bronze marker which depicts the familiar Continental soldier with his musket, ready to defend his country. The marker consists of four
arms and eight points, each point being decorated with a gold
head. The source of the cross is the ancient chivalric Order of
St. Louis. The cross is connected with a circular laurel wreath,
a Napoleonic symbol recognizing faithful service and merit.
The year 1775 is inscribed at the base - the year the “shot
heard round the world” was fired at Lexington Green, Mass.
An American flag was appropriately placed at the rear of the
marker.
Walter Ross was born in Caroline County, Va., before he

moved to North Carolina. He was drafted into the army in the
fall of 1777 or 1778 and served three months under Lt. John
Jarman, Capt. George Wilson and Col. Thomas Wade who
was the highest commanding officer in Anson County, N.C.
He served on two other occasions later during the war as a
scout under the command of Capt. John DeJarnett scouting the
Tories, serving three months each time. He was frequently
ordered to enter Cumberland and Robeson County and several
times into South Carolina in the vicinity of Lynches Creek.
He scouted with a man by the name of Thomas Douglass and
ordered by Col. Wade to make stoves for the use of the Army,
which duty they performed, and also to carry letters to Capt.
McNeill in Cumberland County. He was sent to Marlborough
District in South Carolina after a load of leather.
He was never attached to a larger Army regiment. He was
engaged in small skirmishes with the Tories but never fought
in any major battles. He never received a written discharge.
Margaret Williams Ross filed for her bounty and land entitlement as the widow of a Revolutionary War pensioner and that
she married Walter Ross on July 10, 1790. Walter Ross died
Oct. 25, 1848 and to this marriage, they had the following children: Betsey, William, John, Andrew, Nancey, Galespie, Francis and Catherine Ross.
He was pensioned at a rate of $30 per annum commencing
March 4, 1831 for service as a private in North Carolina militia. His widow was pensioned in a like amount.
After the benediction from chapter compatriot Alan Davis,
the colors were retired by the ALSSAR Color Guard. A musket salute was presented by the ALSSAR Honor Guard to honor Private Walter Ross, with drum and Taps provided by
Travis Parker.
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ALSSAR president installs new Little River chapter officers for 2022
ALSSAR president Bill Daniel, above left, was the featured speaker at the April meeting of the Little River
chapter, where he installed the new chapter officers for 2022-23, from left: Daniel, president Patrick
Gifford, vice president Jerry Haynes, secretary Ron Bearden, treasurer Billy Day, registrar-genealogist
Stan Rogers and chaplain George Cobb. Not present were Russ Hare, sergeant-at-arms, and George
Killian, historian.

—Photos courtesy of Jason Williams

Richard Henry Lee chapter learns about local history at recent meetings
The Richard Henry Lee chapter recently learned a little about their local history with speakers at their
March and May meetings. At the March meeting, author Sam Hendrix (above left, with chapter president
Bob Harris) was the guest speaker to discuss his book “Auburn: A History in Street Names.” Proceeds
from the book fund an endowment at Auburn University to provide academic summer camp scholarships
for Auburn youth programs. In May, fire inspector Bob Parsons (above right with Harris) of the Opelika
Fire Department spoke on “From Horses to Horsepower: A Brief History of the Opelika Fire Department.”
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ALSSAR Color Guard, Honor Guard assists in patriot grave markings in March
After initially getting postponed by inclement weather, a “double header” grave marking was performed
in Somerville on March 19 for patriots Electious Thompson and William Ryan. Above, the ALSSAR
Color Guard and the Honor Guard joined forces to honor Thompson at the Russell cemetery maintained
by Pines Church in Madison County. Below, the ceremony to honor Ryan at the Crawford Ryan
cemetery was the culmination of a year’s worth of work clearing brush and repairing gravestones.

Gen. Richard Montgomery chapter honors local Eagle Scout
The Gen. Richard Montgomery chapter made a special presentation
on April 20, recognizing Montgomery Catholic senior William Michael Noell with an Eagle Scout certificate and an SAR Eagle Scout
medal.
The newest Eagle Scout of Troop 13, Tuckabatchee Area Council,
his troop is sponsored by First Presbyterian Church of Wetumpka. A
member of the troop since 2015, Noell has held a variety of leadership
positions, including senior patrol leader.
For his Eagle project, he constructed and installed information kiosks on the Swayback Bridge Trail at Lake Jordan. Noell is the son of
Mr. and Mrs. Michael C. Noell of Wetumpka.
The chapter’s Scout program chairman, Greg Holston, delivered
remarks at the ceremony that reenforced to the new Eagle their commitment to service to the community and to the Nation. Chapter president Brian Head presented the certificate and medal.
—Greg Holston

—Photo courtesy of Greg Holston

Eagle Scout William Noell with committee
members Mack Hataway, left, Tom Smith.
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Colonies
(Continued from Page 1)
In 1583, British explorer Sir Humphrey Gilbert claimed
Newfoundland for England. In 1610, just three years after the
founding of Jamestown, Va., in 1607, the first English settlers
arrived in Newfoundland. In 1608, the French had founded
Quebec in what they called New France, on the St. Lawrence
River, not very far from Newfoundland. For many decades, the
English and the French, struggled for control of the northern
parts of North America. When the French and Indian War ended in 1763, the Treaty of Paris recognized that Newfoundland
was British territory.
In the years between 1764 and 1775, when the 13 British
colonies farther south began resisting the authority of the British Parliament to tax them, and then to legislate for them, the
colony of Newfoundland did not join their effort. When the 13
colonies declared independence, Newfoundland did not join
them. Of all the seven British colonies in North America that
did not declare independence, only Newfoundland experienced
no military skirmishes between British and patriot forces.
Nova Scotia had been the French colony of Acadia. In a war
between Britain and France that ended with the Peace of
Utrecht in 1713, Acadia was transferred from France to Britain, but the French-speaking Catholic residents remained for
many years. When a new war broke out in 1754 between Britain and France, continued to 1763, Britain decided to expel the
French from Acadia, thinking that they might help the French
colonists in New France and its cities of Quebec and Montreal.
The British renamed Acadia as Nova Scotia, Latin for New
Scotland. English and Scottish settlers replaced most of the
expelled French Acadians. The relatively new British settlers
in Nova Scotia were more loyal to Britain than the older British colonies with their own assemblies farther south. Although
Nova Scotia had a colonial representative assembly as early as
1758, it did not join the rebellion that broke out in nearby New
England in 1775, and sent no delegates to the Continental
Congresses.
They were not represented in Philadelphia in 1776, and Nova
Scotia remained loyalist throughout the American Revolution.
In fact, when loyalists fled from the 13 colonies, for example
when British forces evacuated Boston in 1776, many of them
settled in Nova Scotia, and Nova Scotia’s naval base at Halifax protected them. A few years after the American Revolution, the British created a new colony in western Nova Scotia
and named it New Brunswick, but New Brunswick did not
become a separate colony from Nova Scotia until after 1783.
American ships and privateers raided Nova Scotia more than
once during the American Revolution. On Sept. 22, 1776,
Captain John Paul Jones of the Continental Navy raided Canso, Nova Scotia, sailing in the ship USS Providence. He destroyed 15 fishing vessels. On Nov. 22, 1776, Jones raided
Canso again, this time in the ship USS Alfred. He burned a
warehouse full of whale oil and a British transport bound for
Quebec. He also took six vessels as prizes. He went on to raid
Sydney, also in Nova Scotia, to free 300 Americans the British
had taken prisoner.
In 1779, American privateers returned to raid Canso, Nova
Scotia, again, and destroyed the British fisheries there. Despite
the American naval raids, Nova Scotia remained loyalist.
Ironically, what had been Acadia, from which the British expelled thousands of French refugees during the French and
Indian War, became a haven for British refugees.
Isle St. John, an island near the mouth of the St. Lawrence
River, was originally part of Nova Scotia. In 1769, it became

a separate colony from Nova Scotia, and remained a separate
British colony during the 1775-1783 War for Independence.
Like Nova Scotia, Isle St. John remained loyalist during the
American Revolution. Loyalists from farther south also settled
in Isle St. John. After the American Revolution, the name of
the British colony of Isle St. John was changed to Prince Edward Island.
On Nov. 17, 1775, American patriots in two ships, the Hancock and the Franklin, raided Charlottetown on Isle St. John in
the Gulf of St. Lawrence. Gen. George Washington authorized
the raid, partly in retaliation for the British destruction of Falmouth, Mass., now in Maine, in October 1775, and partly to
stop British recruitment on Isle St. John. The raiders plundered
the governor’s house and spiked the artillery of the island’s
fort, but after they left, Isle St. John returned to British loyalist
control.
The most important of the British colonies north of the 13
that declared independence in 1776 was Quebec, which the
British had conquered from the French during the French and
Indian War. In the famous Battle of Quebec in 1759, British
general James Wolfe defeated French general Louis-Joseph de
Montcalm, even though Wolfe died in the battle. In 1763, the
Treaty of Paris of that year transferred New France from
France to Britain, and the British renamed it after its most important city at the time, Quebec.
One might have expected the French residents of Quebec
colony to resist the British during the American Revolution
and join the 13 colonies farther south. Surely some of them
must have hated the British who had taken over their colony.
Why did they not join the United States?
The British Parliament did much to placate the Frenchspeaking residents of Quebec colony. In 1774, it passed the
Quebec Act, which extended the Quebec colony territory
southward all the way to the Ohio River. In fact, the expansion
of Quebec into lands clamed by the 13 colonies farther south
was a source of conflict between Britain and those colonies.
Quebec had no tradition of self-government, with a representative assembly like that in Massachusetts and Virginia. The
British also appeased the French in Quebec by promising not
to interfere with Roman Catholicism there as the dominant
religion. Moreover, the French in Quebec resented the Americans in New England as much as they resented the British.
For these reasons, the people of Quebec did not rise up in
rebellion against Britain in 1775, even after troops from the
Continental Army moved up in an attempt to secure the region
for the United States. Gen. Richard Montgomery led an American army northward to the St. Lawrence River and took Montreal. He then proceeded downriver to the city of Quebec,
where Gen. Benedict Arnold’s forces from New England met
him there. Montgomery’s forces attacked one side of Quebec
while Arnold’s forces attacked the other side. The defending
British forces outnumbered the Americans, who attacked during a blizzard. Montgomery was killed, and Arnold was
wounded. Eventually, British reinforcements arrived, and the
Americans ended their siege and withdrew. Quebec remained
loyalist during the American Revolution.
The people who had lived in what became East Florida and
West Florida had been Spanish and French. East Florida had
been part of Spanish Florida. At the end of the French and
Indian War in 1763, Spain transferred Florida to Britain in
return for Cuba, which the British had captured during the war.
Spain preferred to get Cuba back than to keep Florida.
See COLONIES, Page 9
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Colonies
(Continued from Page 8)
When the British gained Florida, they made most of it into
the colony of East Florida, with the capital at St. Augustine.
The new British settlers who moved to East Florida were
more loyal to Britain than the colonists in Georgia to the
north, because they did not have a traditional assembly with a
tradition of limited self-government. Moreover, they looked
to Britain for protection in case the Spanish tried to retake
their old colony.
East Florida also played a minor role in the American Revolution. The British used St. Augustine as a base from which to
attack Georgia. In May 1777, American patriots under Colonel John Baker of the Georgia militia invaded British East
Florida to avenge British attacks from there. They expected to
join a boat-borne expedition of Continental forces under
Colonel Samuel Elbert, but Elbert’s force got bogged down
and failed to rendezvous with the militia. British and Creek
forces under Major Mark Prevost and Lt. Col. Thomas
Brown, alerted to the invasion, ambushed Baker and his men
at Thomas Creek in the northeastern part of East Florida, winning a decisive victory. St. Augustine attracted loyalist refugees from the new states to the north, and the British later
used St. Augustine as a base when they took Savannah, Georgia, in 1779. East Florida remained firmly on the British side
during the war, although the British ultimately lost that colony to Spain in the peace settlement of 1783.
Most of the new British colony of West Florida, also created in 1763, had been part of French Louisiana, between New
Orleans in the west and what had been Spanish Florida to the
east. At the conclusion of the French and Indian War, all of
French Louisiana east of the Mississippi River, except New
Orleans, went to Britain. The new colony of West Florida
included the towns of Natchez and Baton Rouge, both on the
Mississippi River, and Biloxi and Mobile on the Gulf Coast.
West Florida also included the city of Pensacola, in the western part of what had been Spanish Florida. Some of the
French and Spanish residents of the new West Florida fled to
other places, such as the rest of Louisiana, which went from
France to Spain, or to Cuba. They were replaced by new British settlers. The British settlers moved into Natchez, Baton
Rouge, Biloxi, Mobile, and Pensacola.
Although British West Florida had a colonial representative
assembly as early as 1766, the colony did not join the 13 colonies to the northeast that went to war with Britain in 1775
and declared independence in 1776. They remained loyalist,
partly because they depended on the British for protection
against possible Spanish attack from the west or south, and
partly because East Florida also remained loyalist. The British
had also extended the territory of West Florida northward,
into lands claimed by Georgia. Moreover, as fighting in the
13 rebellious colonies to the north intensified, loyalists from
them sometimes made their way to British West Florida.
In 1778, the American James Willing sailed down the Mississippi River in the ship Rattletrap and successfully raided
the British town of Natchez. The American raid did not encourage other British residents of West Florida to join the
revolution.
The rest of Louisiana, west of the Mississippi River, and

New Orleans, went from France to Spain in 1763, as part of
the same settlement that transferred Florida from Spain to
Britain. After war between Britain and 13 of her North American colonies broke out in 1775, and after the United States
declared independence in 1776, frictions developed between
Spain and Britain.
The Spanish governor of Louisiana at New Orleans, Bernardo de Galvez, secretly aided the Americans. After the Willing
raid on Natchez, Galvez provided sanctuary for the American
raiders in New Orleans, and let them sell their loot there. After Spain’s ally France went to war with Britain in 1779, in
support of the United States, Spain also went to war with
Britain, but not technically as an ally of the United States.
Galvez supported the sending of Spanish supplies to George
Rogers Clark in the Ohio River valley.
Galvez launched a set of campaigns to take away West Florida from Britain, and this indirectly helped the United States.
In 1779, his forces defeated the British in a battle at Baton
Rouge, and as a result of that battle, the British surrendered
Natchez to the Spanish. In 1780, Galvez attacked the British
fort at Mobile, and took it. In 1781, Galvez attacked and
eventually took Pensacola in a long siege. His campaigns had
also prevented the British from using West Florida as a base
from which to attack the new United States, as they had East
Florida. After Galvez took Pensacola, the capital of West
Florida, Spain had a good bargaining position at the conclusion of the war in 1783. The British agreed that year to transfer to the Spanish not only West Florida, which the Spanish
already occupied, but also East Florida. It is possible that the
British transferred East Florida to Spain partly to prevent it
from going to the United States.
The Bahamas was a large set of islands just off the eastern
coast of Florida. During the 18th century, Britain secured firm
control of the islands, after periodic conflicts with pirates
there. Although the Bahamas had a colonial representative
assembly as early as 1729, the colony did not join the 13 to
the northwest or send representatives to the Continental Congresses. In March 1776, a Continental Navy expeditionary
force of six ships under Commodore Esek Hopkins and marine Captain Samuel Nicholas raided Nassau, capital of the
Bahamas. They captured the British forts guarding the harbor
and took away more than 80 artillery pieces. The British regained control of the islands after the raiders departed. In
1782, a Spanish expedition from Cuba captured the Bahamas.
The next year, in 1783, a British expedition under command
of an American loyalist, Colonel Andrew Deveaux, defeated
the Spanish at Nassau, and reasserted British rule in the Bahamas.
At the conclusion of the American Revolution, or War for
Independence, in 1783, the new United States still had four
British colonies to the north, Newfoundland, Nova Scotia,
Isle St. John, and Quebec, and only one, the Bahamas, to the
south. East and West Florida became part of the Spanish Empire. In other words, of the 20 British colonies of North
America in 1776, 13 became independent, five remained British, and two became Spanish. Britain lost 15 of her 20 colonies in North America, keeping only five of the seven that
had not joined the United States.
—Daniel Haulman
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Tell everyone in the next newsletter what your chapter is doing
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about your chapter’s activities or upcoming events by June 10 to Tim
Gayle at 3104 Cabot Street, Montgomery, AL 36110.
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Little River chapter welcomes American Village chief of staff Mike Jones
The Little River chapter held its monthly meeting on May 16 at the Cattle Stampede in Fort Payne.
Chapter president Patrick Gifford, above left, holds up a pair of pictures from the annual May Day celebration in Valley Head where the chapter had a display. Featured speaker Mike Jones, above right, is
the chief of staff at the American Village and told the chapter about the various displays at the American
Village and invited everyone at the chapter to visit the patriotic site.

