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Protec'ng our Residen'al Island,
Urgently
by Peter Feibelman

Many of us moved to Spruce Park,
and remain here, because of our
neighborhood’s remarkable attributes: We
occupy a charming green island in an
urban sea. Spruce Park’s assortment of
one-of-a-kind homes delights the eye. We
sit a short walk from jobs and culture, in
the form of four large hospitals and New
Mexico’s leading university. Law and
government ofEices lie a longer, but still
manageable walk away, as do
entertainment venues and eating-places.
Having much to preserve, it is no
surprise that for many among us
preservation of the neighborhood’s
character is an important priority. The
Neighborhood Association itself was
founded almost 4 decades ago to stave off
our becoming, in effect, a UNM parking lot.
And, though that battle was won – thanks
to our founders we do have permit
parking! – one wonders how long our
charming enclave can stay that way.
Currently, we are witnessing
worrisome harbingers. Permitted as a
“yoga studio” at Roma & University, but
intended and now used as a rental unit, a
large illegal auxiliary structure was raised
in a backyard. Along Ash, we encounter
homeless encampments. On Mulberry,
hypodermic needles litter driveways.
Down MLK, instead of charming, historic,
single-family homes one sees cookie-cutter
rental units. As our periphery is subjected
to more intense, urban land uses, our
island is shrinking.
How can we preserve what we value
about Spruce Park? Designation as a
Historic Overlay Zone (HOZ), discussed in
last year’s Newsletter, would maintain the
exterior “street view” in keeping with the
historic esthetic. But, eager as we may be to
pursue HOZ designation, even its most avid

proponents appreciate that consensus on
what should and should not be permitted
in an HOZ will not come overnight – and,
regrettably, we are in a hurry.
Degradation of our neighborhood
will not wait for esthetic consensus. What
can we do now in the face of this pressure?
The clear answer is to insist implacably,
and unrelentingly that the city of
Albuquerque do a better job of enforcing
its zoning code and its laws, and that it
come to grips with crime, homelessness
and drug addiction.
No individual homeowner, nor even
a few of us, can deal with a homeless
encampment – nor enforce restrictions on
setback and on maximum number of
residents in an R-1 home. The city can. We
need to write letters to the Albuquerque
Journal and the Alibi. We need to
communicate with our Mayor1, our
Councilor2 and our Code Enforcement
Division3 to insist that they do their jobs.
We need to write them, to telephone, and
to appear in person. We need to hold their
feet to the Eire!
______________________________________________________
1Tim

Keller, https://www.cabq.gov/mayor/
how-can-we-help, phone (505) 768-3000
2Isaac Benton, ibenton@cabq.gov, Policy
analyst, Diane Dolan’s phone (505) 768-3186
3Ben McIntosh, supervisor,
bmcintosh@cabq.gov, Planning department’s
phone: (505) 924-3860
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Spruce Park Community Garden Finds a New Home!
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By Margaret Ménache

!
Last year I reported with regret that after 8 years, Julie had
determined she could no longer host our garden on her land. With only
a hiccup of several months, however, we were very fortunate to Eind a
new home in the neighborhood. We’re slowly setting up just off the
alley between Roma and Las Lomas right at University.
We are one of the longest running community gardens in
Albuquerque on private land. We might even be one of the longest in
the country, on private land. Most community gardens fail because of
“land insecurity.” Not owning their land, they are at the mercy of
landowner needs, which can change as land values increase. In a 1996
study by the American Community Gardening Association (ACGA), all
but six of the approximately 6000 gardens identiEied land insecurity as
an issue; only about 2% of the surveyed gardens occupied land they
owned. One might infer that ownership is preferable, for those who can afford it. But we’re not in a position to buy
land and certainly not in Spruce Park - at least not until a very generous donor comes forward. Meanwhile, we are
very grateful for our new landlord’s generosity, and to our next-door neighbor, who facilitated our move. We also
remain grateful to Julie, for allowing the Eirst incarnation of the garden to Elourish and become a neighborhood
landmark.
So, what does the future hold for our garden? SPCG I began
with a group of about 20 dedicated gardeners, who put in a lot of money
and sweat equity to rehabilitate the soil, install irrigation, and deEine
rows. SPCG II exists in a somewhat different environment. The space is
different, the soil is in amazingly good condition, and our gardeners,
though serious, have many demands on their time.
As our proposed layout shows, we’ll leave a beautiful old
yucca and several spectacular Bird of Paradise shrubs as a partial
garden border. We’ll Eill in that area with native plants to attract
pollinators, and possibly add drought-tolerant trees like jujubes. The
garden also came with some really beautiful, low-growing Opuntia cacti.
Inappropriate in our securely enclosed garden, we’re slowly moving
them to the wall bordering the alley.
Julie is generously allowing us to take
our old irrigation system and to transplant some
of our trees and grapes. We’ll be trenching the
plants this winter in preparation for their move
this coming spring.
There is one other signiEicant difference
between SPCG II and SPCG I. Our gardeners
have many outside responsibilities that cut into
garden time. Hard as that might be for me,
personally, to understand, I do get it and am
working to develop a model to accommodate
different availabilities. We’re trying out a twotier membership structure - for $50/year you
may have your own row and grow whatever you
want, as well as participate in community
activities; for $25/year you may join in
community activities when you have time and
receive some of whatever community harvests
we have. It’s a new idea and I honestly don’t
know how well it will work, but it is my
strongest wish that our garden, though privately
run, will be welcoming to our community as a whole.
If you’re interested in joining the garden or just learning more about us, contact me at:
spgardeninfo@gmail.com
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Homes With Names, V – The Hatch House
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by Robert Wes?all
If you were ever a federal employee, or worked in a state or local government position largely
funded by the federal government, you were likely informed that the “Hatch Act” forbids you from
taking any active part in a political campaign (like by making
speeches, or raising funds). This constraint, Eirst passed in 1939
as an anti-corruption measure, was sponsored by New Mexico
Senator Carl Atwood Hatch, who, as it turns out, lived with his
wife, Ruth, on the northwest corner of Spruce and Sigma Chi, in
our over-achieving neighborhood.
Hatch was born in Kirwin, Kansas on November 27,
1889. He attended public schools in Kansas and Oklahoma.
After graduating from Cumberland University in
Tennessee with a law degree in 1912, he began practicing
law in Oklahoma.
Courtesy
Hatch married Ruth Caviness in September 1913.
US Senate
Three years later, the couple moved to Clovis, New Mexico,
Historical
Sen. Carl A. Hatch Office
where he continued his law practice. He served as
Assistant Attorney General of New Mexico 1917-1918,
collector of internal revenue 1919-1922, district judge of the ninth judicial district in New
Mexico 1923-1929 and as a member of the State Board of Bar Examiners 1930-1933. In
1933, Hatch was appointed to the US Senate as a Democrat to Eill the seat of Sam Bratton,
who had resigned. He was
subsequently elected in his
own right in November 1934.
Hatch was re-elected in 1936
and 1942, but chose not to run
for election in 1948.
Carl Hatch is best
remembered as the author of
the Hatch Act of 1939, but in
1949, following his Senate
career, he continued his public
service as United States District
Judge for the district of New Mexico, serving in that position until his death in 1963. Hatch’s
wife Ruth continued to reside in the house at 1329 Sigma Chi Road until her death in 1987.
Built for the Hatch family in 1950, 1329 Sigma Chi is a ranch-style brick home, with an
attached two-car garage at the back. The house has a hipped roof with a wide eave overhang
forming a porch roof over a recessed front door. In 2007, the home was designated a
contributing property to the Sigma Chi Historic District (which comprises the two blocks of
Sigma Chi Road between University Boulevard and Encino Place). The current ownerresidents are Robert and Mary Westfall. They purchased the property from the Estate of Ruth
Hatch in February 1988.
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Neighborhood Cleanup - 2018 Edition
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by Bart Chimen'
Special thanks to Suzanne Shannon,
once again, for organizing this year’s
neighborhood cleanup on November 2! An
astonishing 9480 pounds of trash were
collected – twice as much as last year.
Most of the trash came from yards and
garages of Spruce Park homes. Some was
from our alleys, where people had tossed
tree and bush cuttings over the walls.
[Note that the city does not clean the
alleys: It is the
homeowners’
responsibility
to clean the
area behind
their walls.]
The city Solid
Waste
Department
was very
helpful in
providing a
trash truck
and two men
to help load.
Speaking of
city programs
in trash
hauling – the
city does offer three other programs
besides the weekly pickup. There is the
large item pickup, whereby appliances and
other large items are collected throughout
the year, free of charge, upon request. Call

311 at least 24 hours in advance, or, for
more information, see https://cabq.gov/
solidwaste/trash-collection/large-itempick-up
Also, in the Spring and the Fall,
there is a green waste collection. This
Fall’s takes place between December 3 and
14. For more information on this service,
see https://www.cabq.gov/solidwaste/
our-department/events/fall-green-wastecollection-1
Last, there is
the household
hazardous waste
collection center. They
will dispose of your
dangerous items, but
you must take them to
the center, at 6137
Edith Blvd NE.
Collection hours are
MWF 8:30 – 4:30, and
Saturdays 8:00 – 3:00.
They accept paint,
automotive oil,
cleaning supplies,
aerosols, pesticides,
and more. A list of
what they do and do
not accept can be found at https://
www.cabq.gov/solidwaste/householdhazardous-waste#bulbs, or for more
information, you can call 349-5220.

The Spruce Park Neighborhood website, Spruceparkneighborhood.com, is a good
place to find out about neighborhood events, helpful if you’ve misplaced that flyer that was in your mailbox. It
provides contact information for SPNA street representatives. You can view this newsletter in full color on the
website, and can share ideas on anything pertaining to our delightful neighborhood. Needless to say, we are
always in the market for newsletter articles. You can volunteer for a committee if you’re feeling ambitious.
Check it out!
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for the graduates
of the LPN
program. Sam was
smitten by the
home and the
neighborhood, and
told Mills that if he
ever decided to
sell, to let her
know. Then one
day in December
1969, as Sam and
her husband were house-hunting, she
insisted they drive over to Maple Street to
look at the house. A “For Sale” sign was
going up that very day. Sam wasted no time
in putting an offer on the house and was
soon living in her dream home.
The 1928-built house had been
transformed over time, and not necessarily
for the better. Sam soon began the
restoration to the home’s original state. Out
went the shag carpet, the wood Eloors were
restored, and by 2010, she’d completed the
renovation with the remodel of the
basement in the style of the original
dwelling. Neighbors like me walk by and
admire her beautiful home with its front
sun room Eilled with geraniums basking in
the warm sun.
Like many of us, Sam loves our
Spruce Park neighborhood… the
community feel, and the uniqueness of each
home. It’s a “little historical oasis” she says.
She enjoys walking our hills, though these
days you may see her running, as well. And
it’s not all just easy jogs along Albuquerque
streets! She has run seven half marathons
(13.1 miles), completing her favorite one in
Zion National Park last March.
So, when you see Sam, whether out
for a walk or running, give a shout out to
one of our longest-residing neighbors, and
be sure to congratulate her on her amazing
award and her honorary promotion. She’s a
Spruce Park treasure!

Amanda (Sam) Conley is celebrated
for achievements
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by Lynn DeFrees

Spruce Park’s own Sam Conley
received the Nursing Legend Award on
Saturday, October 13, honoring her long
nursing career. Awarded by the New
Mexico Center of Nursing Excellence, the
tribute recognizes retired nurses who have
made signiEicant contributions to the
nursing profession. SpeciEically, she was
honored for being an inspiring example of
“care, compassion and dedication.” A
resident of Maple Street, Sam has served
the community, her profession, and our
country throughout her career and
continuing into her retirement.
And, as if to put an exclamation point
on her exemplary career, Sam received the
honorary (brevet) promotion to Brigadier
General just this month. What an
achievement!
Sam moved to Albuquerque in 1964
and graduated from the Presbyterian
School of Practical Nursing in 1967. She
went on to graduate in 1970 from the
Regina School of Nursing. (Locals will know
the building now as the Regina Hall location
of Eye Associates, at Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. Avenue and Locust). After 34 years with
Presbyterian Hospital, Sam joined the New
Mexico VA Healthcare System in 2001.
Growing up in a military family, it
was a natural for her to go into the Army, so
she joined the Army Nurse Corps and
completed two combat tours. During her
2nd tour, she served as chief of clinical
services, staffed clinics, and provided care
to soldiers in combat zones. She retired as a
colonel after 24 years.
Sam’s move to Maple Street was a
dream come true for her. She Eirst visited
her house in 1967, when she attended a
party there. At that time, the home was
owned by John Mills, who was hosting a tea
5

Is It Time to Water My Tree?
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by Joran Viers, Albuquerque City Forester*
Just as the cool air seeping into my bedroom
windows makes me snuggle deeper under the warm
covers, that same cool air is letting our trees know
that their rest is coming – fall is here, winter soon to
follow. Leaves turn bright hues of yellow and red, or
in some cases dull brown, as the trees pull back
nutrients and prepare to drop their foliage. Those
fall colors sometimes show up early in the season,
late summer, and when that happens it’s a sign of
stress. Usually, almost always, the stress is too little
water.
Trees are big plants with lots of leaves;
therefore they use a lot of water. Living in a desert
as we do presents some particular problems to us in
our tree care efforts. Smart use of water is the key to
growing trees (and getting all the great beneEits that
trees give us!) without breaking the bank or
draining the aquifer. Sometimes, smart use means
more use.
What do I mean by “more use”? Let us step
back a minute, to my sentence above: big plants use
a lot of water. If we under-water our trees, they
don’t grow well and may even go into decline
spirals, ultimately ending in the death of the tree. A
dead tree doesn’t give us those beneEits, and so all
the water we used getting the tree to a mature size
is lost, wasted, if we don’t keep that mature tree
alive.
There are at least two ways to think about
under-watering trees. One has to do with how
deeply and broadly we apply water; think of this as
the water footprint. The other has to do with how
often and during what seasons we water. How
much, how often?
How much turns out to be a really hard
question to deEinitively answer in broad terms.
Younger, smaller trees need fewer gallons of water
than larger, mature trees. If the tree is growing well,
it will beneEit from a bit more water every year than
it got the year before. Of course, there are limits, but
don’t expect a young tree that thrives on ten gallons
of applied water per week to be happy on that
amount Eive years from now! Instead of thinking
about how many gallons of water, think in terms of
what amount of soil got moistened. Most tree roots
grow out beyond the tree’s own canopy, and are
largely found with about two feet of the surface. Try
to apply water to the soil in a wide ring around the
tree – the inside of the ring is about half the distance
from the trunk to the canopy edge, and the outside
of the ring is the same distance beyond the canopy
edge. Adjust for the reality of your site, and that
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gives you the wetting target. However you apply the
water (soaker hose, multiple drip emitters, slowly
puddling garden hose, etc.), apply enough so that
one day after watering, the soil has some moisture
down at least 18 inches.
How often is a little easier to answer, but
there are still important nuances to consider. If the
tree has recently been planted, its root system will
not yet have grown out into the surrounding soil
very much. In that case you want to water it like it’s
still in the nursery – a little bit every couple of days.
If it’s an established tree, the ideal is probably about
every two weeks. If you can water a broad ring (or
portion thereof) to about 18 inches deep, watering
every two weeks should keep the tree reasonably
happy. On real sandy soils, you might want to do
this every week; on heavy clay soils, every third
week.
What about fall and winter? The standard
recommendation is one broad, deep watering per
month during the dormant period of the tree. This
keeps the roots in good shape, and allows them to
quickly provide water as the new leaf buds begin
expanding in the early spring. A lot of drought
stress could be avoided by paying more attention to
winter water needs. Deep snows and long, slow
rains count, but light dustings and brief showers
don’t penetrate deep enough to store much water in
the soil.
Lastly, consider mulching around your trees,
especially newly planted young trees. Organic
mulches like bark, wood chips and pecan shells cool
the soil without heating the air around the trees, and
as these materials decompose they promote the
formation of tree root friendly soils. It is preferable
to avoid using weed fabric below the mulch, as that
presents a barrier to the inEiltration of the decaying
organic matter into the soil ecosystem. Weeds often
grow with their roots on top of this material
anyway. For weed control, nothing beats diligence
and a good hoe!
Don’t forget we live in a desert! With very
few exceptions, any tree we plant will need ongoing
irrigation for its whole life. However, the many
and very real beneEits of trees in our urban
environment make that water investment a very
solid investment, in our quality of life now and into
the future.
*Reprinted from City Council District 2 Newsletter,
11/2/2018
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It’s Halloween!

Potluck in the Park
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SPNA Board Roster

Join SPNA or renew your membership by completing this form, clipping and
returning it with a check to SPNA treasurer, James Tolbert, at 424 Spruce.
! Member Name:____________________ Member Name:______________________
! Address:_________________________ City/State/Zip: _______________________
! Telephone Numbers:____________________________________________________
! Email addresses:_______________________________________________________
Members (over 18) in household:______ x $12.00 = $ __________
Also, here’s a donation to support SPNA activities $ __________
Total for 2019 Membership and Donation $ __________
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