For the season of Advent and Christmas, 


we are going to take time to look at 6 portraits of Jesus. 


Each portrait highlights a different aspect of Jesus.  

6 different pictures of the same person is something we should all be able to connect with, 


as we all have our own favorite picture of Jesus.  



There is the picture to my left of Jesus in the midst of the field of sheep, 




watching over the animals who accept his presence, 




but don't fully realize how much their lives fully depend on his presence.  



There is the picture over the doorway in the fellowship hall, 




with Jesus in bold colors and a crown of thorns, 




proclaiming the world changing thing that Jesus brought about on the cross.  



Or there is the classic “Head of Gold” painting, 




with a nice Caucasian Jesus, 




with long flowing brown hair, 




and white robes, 





looking of over his left shoulder, 




while a nice holy golden glow radiates off his face 





that fills Sunday School classrooms across the nation.  

Each of these pictures gives us a different snapshot of who Jesus is.  

In the season of Advent and Christmas, 


Matthew is going to paint 6 different pictures of how Emmanuel came to be among us.  


6 ways the Christ Child operated, 



operates, 



and will operate among us.  

As your ornament instructions told you, 


the six ways  are: 



Jesus as The Promised Messiah, 

2. Jesus, The Coming Judge,

3.  Jesus The Present Savior, 

4.  Jesus The Sabbath Lord, 

5. Jesus The Spirit King, 

6. and 6. Jesus The Significant Kinsman.

This week, we look at Jesus as the Promised Messiah.  


The brush strokes Matthew uses to paint this picture are unique.  



For he uses Jesus 




talking about John 



for Matthew 




to tell us about who Jesus is.  


A tricky way to paint a picture, 



but a way that works.  


It would work as a hidden self brag today.  

Matthew does it much better than we usually hear it, 


but if I told you that the Session of First Presbyterian Church 



serves one of the most giving and sacrificial congregations around, 



the session is able to cite a need 




and have those needs met within a day, 



the Session institutes worship services 




and special events equal to 500 member churches down South.  


This brag about the session 



is actually telling the listener about you 




the congregation.



For the Session is useless with out your support in meeting the needs,




joining us in worship,




helping make the special services happen.

Do you see how Jesus does this as he talks about John?  


Verses 7-15 are all about who John is 


and the fervor he created in people.  

But as Jesus describes what John brought, 


he is making the case, 



if John came as the herald of something great, 



what happens when what he is heralding, 




announcing, 




proclaiming as a coming attraction 



actually happens?  
In our society today, 


when a new trailer for a long anticipated movie comes out, 



people get excited 



and share it on their facebook pages 




and discuss it in fan forums.  

But the discussion explodes, 


once the film is actually watched 


and way more material is available to work through 



and support and end earlier claims.  

This is what Jesus is telling us in this passage.  


You went into the desert to see John, 



who was proclaiming as a prophet and more, 




that the Messiah was coming.  




That he was preparing the way for the Messiah.  

So if we flocked to the desert to hear that the Messiah was coming, 


to what length should we be willing to go 



when the Messiah comes?

The reason though, 


that Jesus even needs to ask this question is, 



what if the Messiah is not acting as you expected?  

Which is John's original question exactly.  

“Are you the one who was to come, 


or should we expect someone else?” 

We have all had that experience of reading a book 


and then seeing the film adaptation 



and feeling it was not what we had expected.  

I read a whole trilogy seeing one of the main characters as a African American 


and spent the whole time watching the first movie with this Justin Bieber, 


white actor on the screen disturbered, 



so much so, 




that I spent an hour after the movie, 



looking for justification for my thinking that he was African American 



and assuming Hollywood had screwed it up 




because it sold better with audiences.  



I could not find such things.

Jesus came to a people who were under Roman oppression, 


who had the idea of the early Israelites conquering the promised land, 


of David having political influence on the whole world, 


of a warrior King slaying the giants of Goliath 



and leading the nation and world in their ways.  

And in response to this hope, 


what does Jesus say?  



The blind receive sight, 



the lame walk, 



those who have leprosy are cured, 



the deaf hear, 



the dead are raised, 



and the good news is preached to the poor.”  

“That is great.” 


John may respond, 

but, “The Romans still rule, 


the brood of vipers still run the temple, 


and I am in prison!  

Or 2000 years later, 


“Nuclear War is a few tweets away, 


sexually violating one another is rampant,


 the poor are becoming poorer and the rich richer, 


and cancer is not cured!  

Jesus knows that he is not giving people what the want.  


But as I was reminded this week by the great poets 



Mick Jagger and Keith Richards, 


“You can't always get what you want, 



But if you try sometime, 



you find, 




You get what you need.”  


Or as Jesus said it, 



“Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of me.”  

This is a word of encouragement to John.  


He had the Warrior King Messiah in mind, 



one that would free him from prison, 


who would bring about the fire and brimstone preaching he had been proclaiming, 
one that would elevate him to second position 



and justify his life.  
In response to John's hopes, 


Jesus highlights the picture of the Messianic work of Isaiah.  

Not necessarily what John wants to hear, 


but still a fair painting of the Messiah, 



just a different portrait.  

The question becomes, 


will we accept Jesus as he is?  

If we do, 


we are blessed.  

If we make Jesus as we want him to be, 


a blessing is not promised.

But Jesus does not stop with just the Isaianic promises, 


he continues on with the larger crowd 



to help them explain this period of history.  

He acknowledges John's greatness and role.  


But Jesus begins speaking of the new era of the Kingdom of Heaven.  



Saying that while John was the greatest prophet, 



anyone who lives into what the Prophets all were proclaiming, 




will be greater than John.  

You can be a great promoter of Jesus.  


But when you live into the life of Jesus, 



you become greater than the greatest promoter.  


For all the prophets,



 from Abraham to Moses, 



to Elijah, 



to Isaiah 




all pointed to this Messiah that was to come 




and restore the people of God to their original calling and purpose.  

But the promotion only goes so far.  

Living in the reality of God's Kingdom 


is way better than talking about the promise of it.


Jesus tells us that he is that promised Messiah.  


That Messianic things are happening.  

They are not the things that we want at that moment, 


but they are the things that we need.  

And if we have ears to hear 

and eyes to see, 


we will see that the warrior king aspect 



did also appear upon the scene before the end.  

But the Warrior King operated as one who gave sight to the blind, 


made the lame walk, 


raised the dead, 


and preached good news to the poor.  

The King defeated the greatest threat, 


not just to Israel, 


but all humanity, 



death and evil, 


by laying down his life on the cross.  

This humble action, 

this different portrait of a messiah, 


caused all the other aspects of the messiah to come into place as well.  

A new way of worshipping God came into being, 

a new way of living together or politics came into being, 

a way of life that has outlasted the Roman Empire is upon us.  


Do we have ears to hear it.  


Do we have the eyes to see it in the picture Jesus has painted of John?

Jesus acknowledges it is hard to see.  


John went to one extreme of the dirge with judgement 



and no one mourned.  


Jesus played the flute of the Good News of the Kingdom of Heaven 



and no one danced.  

But time has shown that both callings are worthy of our response, 


for our Promised Messiah 



was incarnate in the life and body of Jesus of Nazareth, 




which is why you know him better as Jesus Christ, 





aka, 




Jesus the Messiah.
