As I have read this text over the years, 


I was shocked to hear how Americanized I have become in my Christianity.  

For as I read it, 


I hear it as a pretty one way operation.  



We just put a little skin in the game 



and God is on the hook to get us to heaven 




is the way most people in the US think of Christianity.  

Our translation of Abraham's call sounds quite similar.  


“Walk before me and be blameless.”  

I hear that usually as 


go on living like normal 


and try to be a little better.

I heard a disturbing statistic in a conversation that I had to look up this week.  SLIDE

That was that 70% of Americans identified as Christians.  

We tend to celebrate that 


and go on to wax poetically about how this is a Christian Nation.  

The same study asked further questions about discipleship, 


doing what Jesus did SLIDE

and found that only 4% of those 70% 



practice a life that would show they are committed to following Jesus.  



That they have a Biblical Worldview.  




What they believe about how the world works 





lines up with what scripture says.  



4% have a prayer life, 



a time of devotions talking and listening to God, 



making decisions about their life from what Jesus has said 




rather than the world.  

How small is 4%?  


Amongst the people in this room, 



that means only 1 person 




out of all of us is doing that.  

Now I am aware that our numbers are hopefully higher than that 


amongst this crowd.  

But it helps us understand how so many can say they are Christians 


and at the same time 



the church is dwindling and hurting so much in the United States. SLIDE

We want to check a box,



not live a life of discipleship.

We need to hear the call that God puts on Abraham again.  SLIDE

“Walk before me 


and be blameless.”  

This walking is just not traveling from point A to point B.  


It is all the walking we will ever do, 



walking about.  


Repeating the way Noah and Enoch lived, 



living before 



or with God.  

This type of lifestyle is repeated 


when Jesus called his disciples.  

When they were called, 


they didn't just catch up with Jesus at work 


or on their lunch hour.  

The call to discipleship was 


they left everything and followed Jesus.  



They left the nets and the boats, 



they left the tax stand.  


Everywhere he went 



they went.  

This is what Abraham is being called to in this covenant.  

The blameless sounds like be perfect.  


It might be clearer if we translated it as, SLIDE


“Be a person of integrity” 




instead of blameless.  

Jesus did not expect his disciples to be perfect.  


He was already aware of where they were going to fall short.  

But what he was looking for was the integrity.  


Being committed to the relationship 



and ways of God.  

God is calling us to an commitment in all aspect of our life.  


There is nothing we would rather do 



than compartmentalize our lives.  




I am upright with this group of people, 




I let things slide with this different group.  



Then everyone likes me 




and I have no one mad at me.  

Jesus with his disciples 

and the God who covenanted with Abraham SLIDE

have always wanted the whole of us, 



not just part.  

Now we are not wrong to hear 


that God will do all of the heavy lifting.  

But we are wrong to hear 


that we can just pick parts of our life to give to God 


and not give him the whole thing.  

The man who asked Jesus, SLIDE

“What do I need to do to have eternal life?”



was told to give away his money 



and walked away sad.  


He thought his money and actions were separate.  



That does not make us whole, 




which is what Shalom 




or the peace of God calls for.  

So it should be of little surprise 


that God makes this covenant with Abraham 



focusing on the area Abram just did not trust God to carry out, 




even after getting the promise of from his loins.  

Abraham's fertility, 


our fertility and sexuality 



also matter to God.  


What we do in our own bedrooms 



may not matter to the person on the street, 



but it matters to God 




because God wants us to be whole.  

It is not just certain walks of our life that God dwells over, 


it is all the walks.

That is why God gives Abraham a new name to call him by.  


Prior to this SLIDE


it has been, “God most high” 



or El Eloyn.  




The highest of the Gods.  


But now, 



God is to be called, SLIDE



God Almighty 




or El Shaddai.  
If God has power over everything, 


then there is no part of our life that he is not to be the God over.  

Yahweh doesn't just oversee everything like a good supervisor, 


he has control over everything, 



he is all might, 



there is no part of Abraham's 




or our life 



that God does not have control over 




to make it different.

If we have this in mind, 


when we get to verse 9 


and Yahweh is giving the details of the covenant, 



they don't sound as light.  

Just pronounce you believe in God 


and you go to heaven like 70% of Christians think.  

The circumcision is the sign, 


but the sign is pointing back 



that the Almighty God 




is going to use a 99 year old man 




to get an 89 year old woman pregnant 





and bear their first son.  


God is  almighty.  

That is why anyone who does not get the sign 


is cut off from the covenant.  

They are not adhering to God being almighty.  


They think that there are parts of their life 



where God can just be most high, 


but we will serve these other Gods as well.

This is a big and high calling.  


So much so, 



that when Abraham hears it, 



he doesn't show a whole lot of faith to start out with.  

That is okay, 


God can work with that.  

Abraham laughs at God 


as we often laugh at God.  

He then gives God the easy answer, 


the one where he needs only the God most high 



or hi-five Jesus.  


The one that a majority of U.S. Christians seem to want.  

The one that lets us set the course for our life 


and then asks Jesus to bless our plans.  SLIDE


“Jesus, I want to do this, 




here is the part that aligns with your Word, 





so I expect you to bless it.  




Thanks and amen.”  

This may work in our workplace or family, 


because we are all broken people who are just doing the best we can.  

The reason it does not work for God 


is because God is God Almighty, 


not God I'll see what I can get done with my busy schedule.  

Not sure what the Hebrew name is for that, 


other than idol.  SLIDE
Which ironically in Hebrew is “Mas say kaw.” 


A little too close to massacre for my ears.

In verse 19, SLIDE

Yahweh shows he is God Almighty as he responds to Abraham.  

He says, 


“yes, I will make sure that Ishmael is fruitful, 


that nations and kings come of him. 



But that is not all I will do. 


I am almighty remember, 



not pretty good, 




almighty.”  


So Sarai will bear you a son this time next year 



and his name will be Isaac.  

Now there has been a fair amount of names being dropped in this chapter.  


None of them drastically different, 



but different enough to matter.  SLIDE
Abram went to Abraham, 


both meaning exalted father, 



but when you add the ham, 


it tells what he will be the father of.  



Not just of a nation, 




but a horde of nations.  


“Ham” is short for Hammon, 



which means 'horde.'  

The picture is expanded, 


because we are working with God Almighty, 



not just some God, 


but the God who controls all.  SLIDE
Sarai moves to Sarah, 


again, 



not much different than John to Jonathan.  


Both have royalty connotations.  

But Sarai means princess 


and Sarah means queen.  

When your friend moves from princess to queen, 


you know something has happened to change their life.  



The God Almighty is on the move.  

So what do we do with the name Isaac.  SLIDE

Or, “He laughs.”  


Who is doing the laughing?  



Abraham, Isaac or Yahweh?  

Sarah will laugh too, 


but Abraham laughed first.  

But God, 


I could hear God laughing too.  



They don't think the God Almighty can bring them a child at 90 and 100, 




wait till they get to experience this child raising at their age!  



The laughter happens over and over 




as God does his almighty thing.  

When was the last time God made you laugh?  


Not just placed a funny joke in your hearing, 


but did something so amazing 



that laughter of disbelief or surprise was the only available response?  


Why so far or so recent?  



What is going on with your walk with God?

I ask, 


because verse 23 puts to rest 



any doubt we have in Abraham.  SLIDE
“On that very day”


the day Abraham laughed at God,

“Abraham took his son Ishmael 


and all those born in his household 


or bought with his money, 



every male in his household, 


and circumcised them, 



as God told him.”  

On that very day.  


He did not even sleep on it.  
At 99, 

Ishmael at 13, 


all his male servants, 

that very day took God Almighty 


as the Almighty God 


and did what El Shaddai said.  

There was not waiting around 


to see if Sarah actually became pregnant.  

Or polling the members of his household 


to see if this was a good idea.  



Abraham was all in.  

He had the name of a future son 


and was ready to take God at his word on that day.  

He was ready to start walking with God 


not just in some areas of his life, 


but all that he might encounter with the almighty God.

Abraham would have been one of the 4% 


that could be called as a disciple of Yahweh.  

The key being, SLIDE

that when God proposed a ridiculously hard plan, 



Abraham did laugh 



and offer an alternative with Ishmael.  


But Abraham did not say, 



“Take it or leave it God.”  

He listened to Yahweh's response 


which gave great blessings to Ishmael as requested, 



but added in even more for what he was going to do with Isaac.  

I think one of our issues in the United States is, 


we are more than okay with good enough.  

That does not jive with the image we were created in.  


God continued to create until things were not just good, 



but very good.  




Then he rested.  


We were the very Good piece.  

Where are we settling for good enough in our lives 


instead of very good?  SLIDE
Do you not worship El Shaddai, 

the Almighty God 


who has the ability to make everything very Good, 



if we but walk before him with integrity?
