I am inviting us do dwell in this passage again, 


because it is central to the Christian message of  Christmas.  

It makes it clear to us 


that God went to great lengths to make himself accessible to us.  

We touched on this some on Christmas Eve, SLIDE

but that was an exciting night with sugar overloads, 


excitement with wrapping paper flying


or exhaustion in our bodies from preparation 



for what was coming in the morning.  

So I want to spend this morning  highlighting how God made it as easy as possible 


for us to come to him 



and behold the rescue plan that was underway.

Our first candle was routine.  SLIDE

The toothbrush as a gift reminded the kids 



that God meets us in the everyday activities.  ]

We need to hear the shepherds were going about their normal routines 


and God did not wait for them to change, 


did not wait for them to come to him, 


nor did he wait for someone to build a bridge to them.  

Instead, SLIDE

God came to their place of work, 



in the middle of their shift, 




and told them of the Good News.

One of of my biggest struggles in reaching out to people, 


is my internal time keeping.  

The thinking that when someone is at work, 


they owe their focus to their employer.  

Which makes it extremely hard to connect with people in the summer, 


because some are either working 


or sleeping.  

That thought rules my life in other situations.  


If I see you working out at the Rec Center 


or at a Birthday party, 



I only give myself small windows 




as someone is putting on or off shoes and jackets 




or some other break 



that I might talk with them concerning their spiritual life.  

I am telling you this, 


not because it should be emulated, 



but to let you know that is my struggle.  

If you bring it up, 


I am ready to talk at almost anytime.  

This passage runs absolutely counter to my tendencies.  SLIDE

It reminds me that when the Spirit is on the move, 



there are no boundaries that exist.

The Spirit has already been working with me on this, 


but it is a long slow process.  

The Sweet Welcome outreach 


was a cover for helping me grow in this way.  

It gave me a reason to walk into every store in town.  


I was there to help the employers have healthier employees 



and a good sugar boost.  

After 5 or 6 years of this, 


God is helping me to see that I should be doing this circuit at least once a month.  

For those we have connected with, 


weekly would be appropriate.  

Fins and Fellowship helps with this connection, 


but surrounded by 6 other people at the table SLIDE


is not necessarily where everyone feels free to open up 




about deeper heart issues.  

So I hope to walk Broadway in the season ahead 


at least once a week.  

This is because of how God interacted with the Shepherds.  


He did not wait for them to come into the temple, 



because they would have never come in.  


They were never unclean.  

If I wait for someone to have Sunday morning 


or Wednesday evening open, 



I will never meet them.

Our second candle was fear.  SLIDE

I don't know if anyone among us would not be afraid 



if heavenly beings suddenly showed up before us.  

But we need to hear what God proclaims through the angels 


why they should not be afraid.  

They should not be afraid, 


because of what God was doing at that moment.  SLIDE


A savior has been born.  



He is the Messiah.  



He is the Lord.  

Notice it is not, 


he will be the Messiah or Lord.  

He is from the very beginning.  


Even as a helpless infant, 



he held this triple role, 




Savior, Messiah, and Lord.  

We like the idea of a baby on Christmas Eve, 


because they are adorable and precious, 



at least when they are sleeping or cuddling.  

With a different social structure, 


we miss how approachable a baby is to shepherds.  

In the Ancient Near East, 


a baby didn't have higher social structure, 



even over lowly shepherds.  

In a world where social structure is important, 


even in our culture, SLIDE


it is amazing to watch a baby break down the most stoic amongst us.

Verse 12 is a line I heard differently this year.  SLIDE

Perhaps you had already connected the dots.  

However, I had not made the connection of how hard Yahweh went 


to make himself approachable.  

I had heard putting the child in the manger 


showed Mary and Joseph's lack of wealth, 



but Joseph was a carpenter.  


He could have built one, 



given time.  

When I approach the story with the question, SLIDE

How do I make it easy for the shepherds to find the child?

I don't tell them, SLIDE

“You will find him lying in a pack and play, 


or a smart swing, 


or wrapped to a soothing pillow, 


a beside sleeper, 


or even the standard bassinet.  

None of those are well known by shepherds 


working the night shift 



keeping sheep warm in the middle of the night.  

You know what is?  SLIDE

A Manger.  

You know 


the thing that the shepherds use every day and night 



so that their sheep stay alive, 



grow, 




and flourish.  

There is a whole sermon 


just in the metaphors that a shepherd could make 



with the Savior, Lord, and Messiah being found in such a location.  

They could make those connections 


much better than I can.  

Their audience also knew what a manger was as well.  SLIDE

Much easier than me telling how the baby was found in a Mamaroo, 



or a Baby Bjorn, 



a Floppel Snoozer, 



a Dreamland sleep sack 



or next to a Rockit Zed.  


Believe it or not, 



only one of those is made up.  

So far, 


God has come to the Shepherds 



during the period of time that they spend most of the day doing, 




work.  

He has told them to look for a piece of equipment 


that they are most familiar with.  

In verse 14, SLIDE

a great company of angels 



joins the first 



and affirms what has been spoken to them.  

Now depending on which translation you use, 


the praise of God moves from exclusive to inclusive.  

There are three ways of translating this verse in scripture.  SLIDE

There is our passage in the NIV: 



“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 



and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”  

The King James, 


which reads, 



“Glory to God in the highest, 



and on earth peace, 



good will toward men.”  

The Revised Standard Version which reads, 


“Glory to God in the highest, 



and on earth peace among men 




with whom he is pleased!”  

The differences in the verses matters 


when looking at the greek 


and an additional letter in some of the texts.  

The last word eudokia SLIDE

is written as eudokias in some text.  



Changing the tense 




and making the “Good will” be a possession of men rather 




than towards men.    


You only received favor 



if you were well behaved 



or as a reward. SLIDE
The King James translated it as a triplet 


instead of a couplet, 



loosing parallelism 



and chiastic form, 


but possessed a gospel openness to all humanity.  

Scholar Joseph Fitzmeyer 


lays out at least five reasons 



for the now widely accepted translation of the NIV and others.  

The one I wish to highlight SLIDE

is that it brings peace to all, 



because that is what God wishes to bless us with, 



not what we have earned through our actions.  

If we followed the RSV, 


the shepherds 



when they finished hearing the news, 


would have remembered that they were distant from God, 



so they couldn't go see the child.  

With the doublet 

and the lack of the additional sigma,


peace resides on all who God's favor rests, 



including obviously the shepherds, 




as they are hearing it this night.  

This reinforces the gospel that God does the work of making us right, 


our works are in response to the gift of his free grace.  SLIDE
We did nothing to receive the peace, 


God gives it as a gift.  

This was covered on the surface level as the reason for our third candle, SLIDE

joy.

While the shepherds hear the invitation 

and the good news, 


they have reasons for their doubts.  

Causing our fourth candle, SLIDE

“curiosity.”  

Or the same experience we have often, 


“can this apply to me as well?”  

Now I should clarify that the difference between curiosity 


and wonder in my mind.  

It is the difference between SLIDE

“If” and “How.”  



As in, 




I am curious if this is true?  



Versus, 




I wonder how this can be true?  

The former asking for more confirmation of the truth.  

The latter being having everything confirmed 


but still not able to make sense of it.  

Or it being too great for us to understand, 


beyond our comprehension.

So the shepherds 


go to see this baby that the angels have spoken of.  SLIDE
If there is a baby in the manger, 


wrapped in swaddling cloths, 

then the Lord, Messiah, and Savior has been born.  


Peace is available to all that God blesses, 



including the shepherds.  

So they go and search for a manger 


with a baby in it.  

There is a chance that it was in the manger of their flock.  


Making it as simple as possible.  

If you are going to find the right ingredient, 


you want to check your own first.  



It is the closest.  

We do treasure hunts during Advent 


and I told the girls to look in the freezer.  

So they looked in the one in the kitchen 


because it was closest, 



they see it everyday.  

It took some time to recall 


that there were other freezers downstairs.  

So the shepherds started out curious 


if this was really true.

Upon finding the child, 


it became a wonder that it is true, 



our fifth candle.  SLIDE

How can this be true?  

The brilliant part about God's plan of announcing our savior, 


is that it was done in such a way 



that we are naturally going to tell the story.  

We love to tell stories that are incredible, 


that shred our expectations of the routine.  

As I listened to the stories told around our table on Christmas Day, 


the majority of them, 



were about the things that broke our routine.  


Things that the kids did 



that were a new development, 


incidences that were unexpected, 


tales of being pushed to the ones limits.  

Some of which, 


I had heard before, SLIDE


because they are great stories 




that were easy and excited to tell 



and had places where everyone has an on ramp into the story.  

As we ponder the story of the shepherds 


finding out that a Savior, Lord, and Messiah has come, 



there is an on ramp for everyone.  

The message is not exclusive, 


but made in such a way, 



that it reached even those who were not regulars in temple worship.  

Everyone knew what a manger is 


and why it would be abnormal to find a child there.  

This story excludes no one 


and can be shared everywhere.  

So let us go from here, 


doing so in the midst of our daily routine, 



when people are experiencing fear 



and when they know joy, 



when they are curious, 



and when they are in wonder of how this could happen.  

So let's start practicing,


by singing “Go tell it on a mountain,” #138.

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”

16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.

